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Virtual Meeting 
On 13 October
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civ-
ic Association will be held on 
Wednesday, 13 October 2021, 
at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting 
will be held virtually.
	 To	find	the	access	codes	
for the online meeting, go to 
the NFCCA website at www.
nfcca.org (the codes will be 
posted the week of the meet-
ing) or watch the listserv.
 Items on the agenda in-
clude board elections and 
speaker Wade Holland on the 
County’s “Vision Zero” pro-
gram; see story at left.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid easily online.) n

 31

Vision Zero—A Plan to Make 
Walking, Biking Safer in County
By Sharon Canavan
 In the 1990s, Sweden led 
the way in developing the Vi-
sion Zero concept to promote 
roadway safety and reduce se-
rious	or	fatal	traffic	collisions	
for cars, pedestrians, and 
cyclists by redesigning roads, 
walkways, and biking trails.  
In 2016, Montgomery County 
adopted Vision Zero and since 
then has been engaged in a 
cross-agency	effort	to	develop	
and implement plans and ex-

ecute strategies for reducing 
injuries and fatalities.
 The Vision Zero Coordi-
nator, Wade Holland, will be 
the speaker at the upcoming 
NFCCA meeting conducted 
via Zoom on 13 October.  His 
presentation will give us the 
opportunity to ask about who 
to	contact	with	traffic	and	en-
forcement issues.  Some near-
by roads are governed by the 
State and others by the Coun-
ty; this makes it confusing to 
find	the	appropriate	contact	to	
address	a	pedestrian	or	traffic	
safety concern.
	 You	can	find	out	more	
about Montgomery County’s 
Vision Zero initiatives at 
www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/visionzero.  Recently, the 
Vision Zero 2030 Action Plan, 
which outlines the County’s 
projected workplan to elimi-
nate serious and fatal crashes, 
was posted there.
 Although the Vision Zero 
initiative includes many ele-
ments, a few of the initiatives 
are listed here:
  n A Pedestrian Master Plan 
is underway and the Planning 
Board will consider it this fall 
and	expects	to	finalize	the	
plan by winter 2022.

13

http://www.nfcca.org/index.html
http://www.nfcca.org/index.html
http://www.nfcca.org/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published	five	times	a	year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor at nfcca dot org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message

(continued on page 3)

Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:
  nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@groups.io

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark n

 The next meeting of the Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association will a Zoom meeting on Wednesday, 13 October 
2021, starting at 7:30 p.m.  We had hoped to resume in-per-
son meetings this fall but, with the highly contagious Delta 
variant of COVID raging, the NFCCA will continue to con-
duct its meetings remotely on Zoom.  The Zoom link for the 
13	October	meeting	will	be	publicized	via	the	neighborhood	
listserv (nfcca@groups.io) and Next Door/Northwood-Four 
Corners (see details for both at right); the meeting link also 
will be available on the NFCCA website at nfcca.org.
 If you are not a member of the NFCCA, please pay your 
dues—still	only	$10	per	household,	per	year—to	support	
civic association activities, including this newsletter.
	 Annual	elections	for	NFCCA	officers	and	directors	will	be	
held	at	the	13th	October	meeting.		The	officers	are	president,	
vice president, treasurer, secretary, and three at-large board 
members.		Although	most	of	the	current	officers	and	board	
members have agreed to serve another term, we are looking 
for new faces to join the NFCCA board as directors and/or 
officers.		Please	consider	getting	involved	with	the	NFCCA	
and joining our board of directors.  We particularly need 
people to serve as at-large board members.
 Joining the NFCCA Board is a great way to advance 
neighborhood issues that are important to you, meet your 
neighbors,	and	be	a	part	of	a	collegial	and	friendly	organiza-
tion.  NFCCA general membership meetings are held each 
year in October, December, February, April, and June.  The 
NFCCA Board meets in the months when no general mem-
bership meeting is scheduled.  Traditionally, NFCCA does 
not hold any meetings during the summer.
 Despite the ongoing public health crisis, the NFCCA 
sponsored a full year of activities from October 2020 
through September 2021.
 NFCCA’s October 2020 meeting featured David Naimon, 
secretary of the Montgomery County Board of Elections and 
a former Forest Knolls resident, who answered questions 
about voting and election procedures.
 The December 2020 NFCCA meeting focused on com-
munity	safety	and	residents	heard	from	Officer	Sharif	Hi-
dayat,	4th	District	Community	Services	Officer	with	the	
Montgomery	County	Police	Department,	and	Officer	Sabrina	
Pirtle with the M-NCPPC Park Police.
 At NFCCA’s February 2021 meeting, District 19 Delegate 
Vaughn Stewart updated the group on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution and reported on developments in the 2021 ses-
sion of the Maryland General Assembly.  The NFCCA also 
heard from Sonya Dowhaluk about the Buy Nothing Four 
Corners-Silver	Spring	project,	a	Facebook	group	offering	
neighbors a way to give and receive, share, lend, and express 

http://www.nfcca.org/index.html
https://twitter.com/NFCCAMoCo
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
http://www.nfcca.org/index.html
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July	and	August.		Current	officers	
(until October 2021) are:

President
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra	Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Robin Loube
10601 Cavalier Drive
301.681.4987
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
sharon at nfcca dot org

Julie Whitcomb
1019 Chiswell Lane
301.509.5534
julie at nfcca dot org

Karen Williams
100 Snowy Owl Drive
301.346.7815
karen at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past President
Samantha Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
301.395.2722
ipp at nfcca dot org

NFCCA
Board

(continued from page 2)

President’s Message

gratitude for gifted goods and 
services (see story on page 6).
 NFCCA’s April 2021 meet-
ing speaker was Reemberto 
Rodriguez,	Director	of	the	
Silver Spring Regional Center 
of the Montgomery County 
Government.		Mr.	Rodriguez	
talked about the Silver Spring 
Sector Plan, commercial activ-
ities in the Four Corners busi-
ness district, and other issues 
affecting	our	area.
 In June 2021, the NFCCA 
learned	about	effects	of	the	
pandemic shutdowns on local 
businesses, restaurants, and 
cultural events from Daniel 
Koroma, business liaison for 
the Montgomery County Gov-
ernment,	and	from	Elizabeth	
Gallauresi, representative of 
the arts and entertainment 
districts of Wheaton and Sil-
ver Spring.
 NFCCA also sponsored 
several community activi-

ties, including:  (1) Halloween 
house and pet decorating 
contests, and promoting 
socially-distanced trick-or-
treating (see story on this 
year’s plans on page 12); (2) 
an outdoor Home Tree Care 
Workshop with an arborist 
from Conservation Mont-
gomery, who demonstrated 
tree trimming techniques and 
gave tips about caring for our 
neighborhood trees; and (3) 
a Good Neighborhood Award 
and John and Bette Hill (see 
page 14) for their years of 
work bagging and delivering 
the ±1,500 newsletters to dis-
tributors who then deliver the 
Northwood News to homes 
five	times	per	year.
 I hope that the upcom-
ing civic association year 
will be as productive as the 
2020–2021 civic association 
year.  For that to happen, the 
NFCCA needs help from you 
to plan its programs and ac-
tivities and to advocate for the 
interests of the Northwood-
Four Corners-Forest Knolls 
area before Montgomery 
County, Park and Planning, 
and State of Maryland of-
ficials,	agencies,	boards,	and	
committees.
 We are now more than 
one and one-half years into 
the pandemic.  Please wear a 
mask indoors and get vacci-
nated if you have not already 
done so.  Because I am immu-
nocompromised, I was able to 
get a third vaccine dose at our 
local CVS.  In closing, to all 
our community, I wish “Sha-
nah tovah um’tukah,” which 
in Hebrew means, “Have a 
good and sweet year.”

—Linda Perlman

USE THE ENVELOPE 
TUCKED INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE TO
MAIL IN YOUR

DUES TO NFCCA 
FOR THIS YEAR 

OR PAY ONLINE AT 
NFCCA.ORG

STILL ONLY $10
PER HOUSEHOLD

http://www.nfcca.org/join.html
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(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 5)

  n The Predictive Safety 
Analysis project will estimate 
the number of crashes that 
can occur given the existing 
characteristics for all road-
ways in the County.
  n The Urban Navigation for 
Low-Vision Residents project 
will create updated guidelines 
to address safety and accessi-
bility for people with no- and 
low-vision.
 There have already been 
some pedestrian safety ad-
justments made in and near 
our community.  Speed limits 
were lowered on Univer-
sity Boulevard and Colesville 
Road.		An	additional	traffic	
light was placed at Lanark 
Way to permit transit users to 
cross Colesville Road safely 
to use the Flash bus stop 
near Montgomery Blair High 
School.  The temporary bike 
lanes on University Boulevard 
going toward Wheaton was 
installed as part of the Shared 
Streets initiative under Vision 
Zero.
 Within the community, 
several residents applied un-

der Shared Streets to close 
their street for a weekend to 
sponsor a block party (see 
page 16).  To make drivers 
more conscious about coming 
to a full stop and prevent cars 
from “cutting corners,” poles 
were installed in the street at 
several intersections that are 
more heavily used by pedes-
trians (see April News, p. 11).
 In theory, the NFCCA 
community should fall within 
the “15-minute living” con-
cept envisioned by County 
planners working on the 
Thrive Montgomery 2050 
plan (see December 2020 is-
sue of Northwood News for 
article), which envisions be-
ing able to quickly and safely 
walk or bike to nearby com-
munity amenities.  Numer-
ous shops, restaurants, and 
public transportation stops 
(including Flash) are certainly 
nearby,	but	negotiating	haz-
ardous	traffic	conditions	make	
walking perilous and biking 
untenable.  Historically, the 
County’s transportation deci-
sions have favored moving 
heavy	traffic	volume	through	

Four Corners and facilitated 
neighborhood cut-through 
traffic	over	preserving	safety	
and walkability for commu-
nity residents.
 Walkability in our com-
munity is not an amenity 
so much as it is a necessity.  
Statistics bear this out:  a 
screenshot (below) displaying 
collision data in the county 
shows a concentration of seri-
ous pedestrian injuries in the 
Four Corners area.
 To promote safe pedes-
trian access to the many com-
mercial establishments and 
transit options in Four Cor-
ners, additional walk signs, 
crosswalks, caution signage, 
blinking lights, or other mea-
sures should be installed at 
critical points.  Recently, a 
discussion thread among the 
nfcca listserv users (see page 
2) expressed concerns about 
traffic	and	suggested	a	num-
ber of potential solutions to 
improve safety in our commu-
nity:
  n Consider ways to reduce 
cut-through	traffic	from	both	
University Boulevard and 
Colesville Road;
  n Improve sidewalks by 
making them wider and 
smoother and increase visibil-
ity at all corners;
  n Increase enforcement to 
address cars that frequently 
block sidewalks;
  n Increase enforcement to 
slow speeding cars and make 
drivers stop, where required, 
at neighborhood intersec-
tions;
  n Add a crosswalk, walk 
sign, or blinking caution light 
on University Boulevard going 
west to make crossing to Safe-
way,	the	post	office,	and	the	

Neighborhood Pedestrian Safety

Collision data shows serious pedestrian injuries in our area.

http://www.nfcca.org/news/nn202104.pdf#page=11
http://www.nfcca.org/news/nn202012.pdf#page=10
http://www.nfcca.org/news/nn202012.pdf#page=10
http://www.nfcca.org/news/nn202012.pdf#page=10
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(continued from page 4)

bus stop safer;
  n Decrease the length of the 
north/south	traffic	light	cycle	
at the Four Corners intersec-
tion to give pedestrians more 
frequent opportunities to 
cross safely with the walk sig-
nals;
  n	 Install	traffic	calming	
measures on Caddington;
  n Erect a stop sign on Cad-
dington at Chiswell; and
  n Add a walker-controlled 
light at Eisner to help transit 
users cross University to reach 
the bus stop safely.
 These suggestions came 
about organically during a 
listserv discussion.  However, 
there is a useful initiative 
developed under Vision Zero 
to arm local residents with 
an	organized	way	to	evaluate	
safety concerns and identify 
barriers to safe walking and 
bicycling—the	Walk	Audit	
Toolkit.  This toolkit helps a 
group of volunteers to evalu-
ate local safety issues and 
identify	specific	problems	to	
share with decision makers in 
the responsible county agen-

cies.  A copy of the toolkit can 
be found at http://montgom 
eryplanning.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/12/Walk-Au 
dit-Toolkit-1.0.pdf.
 A volunteer leader can use 
the	toolkit	to	organize	neigh-
bors to walk together through 
a	defined	area	in	the	commu-
nity and note what features 
make walking comfortable 
and what is missing to make 
safety improvements on our 
community’s roads and side-
walks.  A Walk Audit assesses 
street infrastructure and con-
ditions, documents barriers, 
and can be used to advocate 
for positive changes by shar-
ing the results with decision 
makers and the agency that 
is responsible for managing a 
particular roadway.  This is a 
great grassroots tool to use in 
a campaign to slow down traf-
fic	and	make	the	Four	Corners	
area safer and more livable.
 Somebody has to take 
the	first	step,	so	I	will	take	
the lead in putting together 
a group of volunteers to per-
form a Walk Audit of the 
Four Corners intersection 

Neighborhood Pedestrian Safety

The Montgomery County Vision Zero website (www.mont 
gomerycountymd.gov/visionzero) allows anyone to request 
service for safety-related issues like crosswalk repainting.

of University Boulevard and 
Colesville Road.  If you are 
interested in signing up for 
my walkabout, contact me at 
sharon at nfcca dot org.
 If you have safety con-
cerns about another area in 
our community, consider 
putting together your own 
group of neighbors to do a 
Walk Audit. n

County Ranks 
High in Religious 
Diversity
 Culling data from its 2020 
Census of American Religion, 
the Public Religion Research 
Institute (based in Wash-
ington, D.C.) found religious 
diversity in the U.S. to be 
highest in urban areas.  Our 
own	Montgomery	County—
and our neighbor, Howard 
County—both	made	the	top	
ten list.
 The 10 highest religious 
diversity scores, in order, are: 
  n Kings County, New York
  n Queens County, New York
  n Montgomery County, 
Maryland
  n	 Navajo	County,	Arizona
  n Santa Clara County, Calif.
  n Middlesex County, N.J.
  n Rockland County, N.Y.
  n New York County, N.Y.
  n Maui County, Hawaii
  n Howard County, Maryland
 For more information, vis-
it the PRRI website at www.
prri.org. n

Image from Gordon Johnson, Pixabay

http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Walk-Audit-Toolkit-1.0.pdf
http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Walk-Audit-Toolkit-1.0.pdf
http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Walk-Audit-Toolkit-1.0.pdf
http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Walk-Audit-Toolkit-1.0.pdf
https://www.prri.org/
https://www.prri.org/
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The Buy Nothing Project in 4 Corners, Forest Knolls
By Merrill Calotta
 You may have heard that 
the large Buy Nothing Four 
Corners Facebook group re-
cently split into two smaller 
groups based on neighbor-
hood.  Buy Nothing Facebook 
groups	offer	neighbors	a	way	
to give, receive, share, lend, 
and express gratitude through 
hyper-local gifting.  Post any-
thing you’d like to give away, 
lend, or share.  Ask for any-
thing you’d like to receive for 
free or borrow.  Participate as 
much or as little as you’d like.  
Reduce waste through gifting 
and lending.
 Each local Buy Nothing 
group is part of and adheres 
to the mission and values 
of the Buy Nothing Project 
(www.buynothingproject.
org), a global movement 
led entirely by volunteers 
creating a network of local 
gift economy communities.  
Since its founding in 2013, 
the movement now spans 44 
countries and has more than 
four million participants led 
by 12,000 local volunteers.  
As the Buy Nothing Project 
notes, “[members] quickly 
discover that our gift econo-
mies are not just another 
recycling platform.  A gift 
economy’s real wealth is the 
people involved and the web 
of connections that forms 
to support them….  The Buy 
Nothing Project is about set-
ting the scarcity model of our 
cash economy aside in favor 
of creatively and collabora-
tively sharing the abundance 
around us.”
 Meg Ruane Hermstein 
and	Nina	Honoré—both	of	
Loxford	Terrace—are	the	

group’s wonderful local vol-
unteer admins.  They are 
passionate about fostering 
community through Buy 
Nothing	and	generously	offer	
their time to lead the group, 
answer questions, and share 
tips.  As one local group mem-
ber said:  “Some people love 
to	get	rid	of	their	stuff	[im-
mediately] but Buy Nothing 
allows more people to have 
a chance, and for a ‘story’ to 
develop—part	of	what	builds	
us up as neighbors.”  Many 
members credit the local 
group with helping them feel 
a distinct sense of belonging 
and strengthening their sense 
of community over the course 
of the pandemic.

 Last month, one local 
member volunteered to help 
resettle a refugee family from 
Afghanistan (parents with 
four- and two-year-old daugh-
ters) through Lutheran Social 
Services.  She posted in the 
local group seeking items to 
stock and furnish their apart-
ment.  Members came togeth-
er to gift and contribute extra 
items they had.  Within a mat-
ter of days, the kitchen was 
fully stocked with food and 
supplies, living room and bed-
room fully furnished and dec-
orated,	and	closets	were	filled	
with toys for the children and 
clothing for the whole family.
 To join our local Buy 

The new Buy Nothing for our area covers our neighborhood 
and Woodmoor.  The original group included all of 4 Corners.

https://buynothingproject.org/
https://buynothingproject.org/
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Nothing group, go to bit.ly/
BuyNothingFKNFCW or 
search “Buy Nothing Forest 
Knolls/North Four Corners/
Woodmoor” on Facebook.  
Don’t forget to answer the 
three membership questions 
(your street and cross-street, 
that you’re over 21, and that 
you don’t belong to another 
Buy Nothing Group)!
 [Merrill Calotta lives on 
Loxford Terrace with her 
fiancé, Matt Elliott, and is 
a member of Buy Nothing 
FKNFCW.  They moved to Sil-
ver Spring one year ago and 
are proud to call the neigh-
borhood home.  Together they 
love exploring local cuisine 
and the outdoors.  You can 
often find them trying a new 
restaurant in the DMV, crab-
bing on the Eastern Shore, or 
planning their August 2022 
wedding.] n

(continued from page 6)

Promoting Community Online:  
NFCCA’s Listserv, Next Door
By Linda Perlman
 Before moving to my 
house in Forest Knolls, I lived 
in a condominium building.  
At my condominium, mail was 
delivered to individual post of-
fice	boxes	located	in	the	lobby	
of the building.  Checking your 
mailbox and perusing the no-
tices on the bulletin board was 
a daily ritual.  When checking 
your mail, you would often 
run into friends and neighbors 
who would update you on the 
latest gossip and information.  
Sometimes these chats would 
extend	to	coffee	or	a	sandwich	
at a nearby eatery.
 Our neighborhood of pri-
marily single-family houses 
does not have an equivalent 
community gathering space 
(although, in summer, the 
Forest Knolls Pool may be 
close).  And the pandemic has 
made many of us leery of close 
in-person contact with our 
neighbors.		To	fill	the	void,	
many of us have turned to on-

line communications, includ-
ing Facebook groups, Zoom 
gatherings, and neighborhood 
listservs.
 Our civic association-
sponsored listserv, nfcca@
groups.io, along with Next 
Door/Northwood-Four Cor-
ners (https://nextdoor.com), 
functions as an online com-
munity exchange of informa-
tion on topics ranging from 
lost pets to downed trees, traf-
fic	and	construction	alerts	to	
recommendations for plumb-
ers, dentists, pet-sitters, and 
other services to yard sales 
and “curb alerts” for giveaway 
goods.  The listserv fosters 
community connections 
among the diverse residents 
of the separate Northwood-
Four Corners-Forest Knolls 
neighborhoods.  Instructions 
to join the NFCCA listserv and 
Next Door are set forth in this 
newsletter under “Commu-
nicate with Neighbors” (see 
page 2).  Give it a try. n
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Could There Be Fairies Here?
 Next time you’re strolling 
along Cavalier Drive, see if 
you can spot these whimsical 
“fairy” doorways along the 
bases of some large trees. n

https://www.facebook.com/groups/517319962826076/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517319962826076/
https://nextdoor.com/
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The Montgomery Co. Community Gardens Program
By Karen A. Williams
 Interest in all types of 
gardening has increased dur-
ing the pandemic.  Many 
residents of our neighborhood 
have added or expanded gar-
dens in their yards, focusing 
on vegetables, fruits, orna-
mentals, or native plants.  An 
opportunity for new or expe-
rienced gardeners to expand 
their	efforts	beyond	their	own	
yards is through community 
gardens.
 Community gardens are 
large plots of land on which 
individuals care for their own 
sections.  Community gardens 
improve health through ac-
cess	to	fresh	foods,	minimize	
the environmental impact of 
growing food, and provide 
opportunities to learn about 
gardening and develop rela-
tionships with other people 
sharing similar interests.
 Our County has a well-
developed program for com-
munity gardens.  In 2008, 
then-Montgomery County 
Councilmember Valerie Ervin 
worked with the Montgom-
ery County Department of 
Parks to establish the com-

munity gardens program.  The 
Montgomery County Com-
munity Gardens Program 
began with the opening of 
Sligo Mill Overlook Park in 
Takoma Park in 2009 and 
now includes 11 gardens dis-
tributed around the County.  
The Program is managed by 
Michelle Nelson, who works 
closely with Garden Liaisons, 
volunteers in each garden 
who manage the day-to-day 
activities and issues.  A total 
of more than 500 plots are 
available for rent by County 
residents, ranging from 10 
plots in the smallest garden 
to 118 in the largest garden.  
New applications for plots are 
typically accepted beginning 
on	the	first	Monday	of	Febru-
ary for the coming year.  A 
waiting list for each garden 
is created when the garden is 
full for the season.

 All gardens are enclosed 
with deer fencing which 
ranges from seven to 10 feet 
in height.  Water is available 
at most gardens from early 
April	until	October.		Plot	sizes	
range from 200 to 625 square 
feet, depending on the gar-
den.  The gardens at Bradley 
and Parklawn Community 
Gardens have adaptive gar-
den tables and other features 
to make them available for 
use by persons with disabili-
ties.  Gardeners must follow 
organic gardening practices, 
and compost and wood chip 
mulch are provided as part of 
the program.  Each gardener 
is required to contribute eight 
hours of service each year 
to maintain the communal 
part of their garden or to par-
ticipate in other communal 
activities.  Gardeners have op-

Produce donated on 11 September 2021 by gardeners at 
Briggs Chaney Community Garden to Harvest Share, a non-
profit organization dedicated to fighting food insecurity in 
Montgomery County.  Cat Kahn, the founder of Harvest Share 
(harvestsharemd.org), is in the middle.
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           Throughout the pandemic,

our community garden has been 

a sanctuary.  It nourishes us and 

provides a peaceful place where 

gardeners can get away from the 

challenges of day-to-day life.

Plus we get tomatoes!

—Allen Perper, Garden 
Liaison for Briggs Chaney 
Garden and long-time resi-
dent of our neighborhood

~

}

https://harvestsharemd.org/
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(continued from page 8)

portunities to engage in com-
munity service activities and 
social events.
 The community gardens 
closest to our neighborhood 
are the Long Branch Garden 
(2.1. miles), the Sligo Mill 
Overlook Garden (6 miles), 
the Fenton Street Garden 
(2.9 miles), the Park Garden 
Overlook (4.3 miles), and the 
Briggs Chaney Garden (4.8 
miles).  For more information 
on the program, please visit 
www.montgomeryparks.org/
community-gardens.
 [Williams, USDA bota-
nist and gardener at Briggs 

African spider flower, grown 
mainly for its leaves, is an ex-
ample of the wide diversity of 
crops from around the world 
that are grown in Montgom-
ery Co. community gardens.

A view of the Briggs Chaney Community Garden.

County Community Gardens

Chaney Community Garden, 
has lived in the neighborhood 
for 34 years.] n

Would Open Primaries Be a Good Idea for Maryland?
By Jacquie Bokow
 Maryland uses “closed pri-
maries,” which prohibit Inde-
pendents from participating; 
we’re one of only nine states 
that do this.  Nearly 20 per-
cent of Maryland voters don’t 
affiliate	with	either	of	the	two	
main parties, yet our closed-
primary system blocks them 
from participating.
 In an opinion piece in The 
Washington Post in Septem-
ber, Baltimore business owner 
Drew Greenblatt proposed  
“nonpartisan	primaries”—
where all voters get a say in 
who	represents	them—as	the	
solution to reforming our 
election system.  Under this 
system, “no longer are politi-
cians’ performance reviews 
being done by voters who al-
ready agree with them, but by 
all voters.”
 As reported in Maryland 
Matters in September, Chris-
topher Warshaw, an assistant 
professor of political science 
at G.W.U. who lives in Mont. 
County, says our area’s gener-
al elections aren’t competitive.  
He wrote in an Abell Founda-
tion report in June that a non-
partisan Primary, in which all 
candidates run on the same 
ballot regardless of their 
party, might make General 
Elections more competitive.  
Only the two most popular 
candidates, regardless of their 
party, would move on to the 
General Election, which would 
completely shift the competi-
tion from the Primary to the 
General Election.
 If it’s true in our heavily 
Democratic County as it is 
nationwide, that just 10 per-
cent of voters cast ballots in 

Primary Elections, those few 
voters are essentially deciding 
the winners.
 Another possible change is 
using “ranked-choice voting,” 
something that was adopted 
by Takoma Park several years 

ago for nonpartisan municipal 
elections.  This allows voters 
to rank their candidates by 
preference instead of just vot-
ing for one individual.  New 
York City adopted that system 
last year. n

https://www.montgomeryparks.org/community-gardens/
https://www.montgomeryparks.org/community-gardens/
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History Corner(s)

Yarrow Mamout in Four Corners, 1752 – ca. 1770
By Ken Hawkins
 On 4 June 1752, the ship 
Eliza landed at Annapolis 
carrying more than 250 en-
slaved directly from Guinea 
in West Africa.  Among those 
was a literate Muslim young 
man of about sixteen years, 
Yarrow Mamout, who was 
purchased	off	of	the	ship—
likely along with his sister, 
Polly—and	brought	on	shore.
 Mamout was enslaved by 
Samuel Beall, Jr., planter and 
sheriff	of	Frederick	County.		
Judge Beall also built and 
operated two water mills, 
one on Rock Creek and one 
on the Northwest Branch, 
about 10 miles northeast of 
Georgetown, which he called 
Beall’s Industry and that later 
came to be known as Burnt 

Mills.  The site of Yar-
row Mamout’s house in 
Georgetown was recently 
memorialized	with	a	
historical plaque, but his 
connections to the area 
that became Four Cor-
ners	was	significant.
 Samuel Beall, Jr., 
lived at this time on 
the land patent called 
Charles and William, 
then consisting of sev-
eral hundred acres along 
Sligo Creek from near 
Four Corners to Piney 
Branch Road, running 
adjacent to the Girls’ 
Portion patent that now 
makes up downtown 
Silver Spring and parts 
of D.C.  Its northern end was 
about a mile from the mill 
seat on Northwest Branch.  

Yarrow Mamout was 
Beall’s body servant, so 
he likely remained close 
to Beall and frequented 
this area, passing directly 
through Four Corners 
on the way to and from 
Beall’s mill.
     In 1764, Beall estab-
lished an iron furnace 
near Antietam creek 
about sixty miles to the 
northwest.  He sold most 
of his land holdings in 
the lower county circa 
1770.  Thus, Mamout 
spent about eighteen 
years after his arrival 
enslaved in what became 
the Burnt Mills and Four 
Corners areas of Silver 
Spring (see plat, left).
     When Beall died in 

1777, Mamout was inherited 
by his son, Brooke Beall, 
who	kept	him	first	at	his	es-
tate near Potomac and, after 
1788, in Georgetown, where 
Beall exported tobacco and 
imported goods.
 Yarrow Mamout was 
emancipated in 1796 at 
the age of sixty by Brooke 
Beall’s widow.  A skilled 
brickmaker	and	financier,	he	
saved enough money to buy 
property west of High Street 
(Wisconsin Avenue) in up-
per Georgetown by 1800, and 
was a well-respected mem-
ber of the community.  The 
painter Charles Willson Peale 
sought Yarrow out in 1819 
and completed a masterful 
likeness of this remarkable 
man.
 [Hawkins holds a Ph.D. 
in history and lives with his 
family on Lorain Ave.] n

Plat showing 18th-century land 
patents of Mill Seat, Bealls Indus-
try, and Charles and William.

Portrait of Yarrow Mamout (Mu-
hammad Yaro), 1819.  (Courtesy 
Philadelphia Museum of Art)
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Invasive Vines on Lockridge Dr. Threaten Native Trees
By Robin Loube
 The tall man I was chat-
ting with along Lockridge 
Drive was part of a crew sent 
by Montgomery County to 
mow the grass on either side 
of the stream.  I had asked him 
if they couldn’t also cut down 
the invasive vines that are 
climbing up and covering the 
native trees along the stream.
 He said they couldn’t cut 
the vines that day, but that he 
would speak to his supervisor 
about it. 
 “Should I call 311 (the 
number we call to request 
County services)?” I asked.
 “Don’t call 311,” he joked. 
“Call 911!”
 He was kidding, of course, 
but he had a point.  Invasive 
vines pose a life-and-death 
threat to our native trees.
 Invasive plants are those 
that have escaped cultivation 
and damage our natural eco-
systems, according to Carole 
Barth, an ecologist who lives 
on Lockridge and manages the 
Tree Conservation Program for 
the Prince George’s County De-
partment of the Environment.
 Some, like porcelain berry, 
a vine with attractive blue ber-
ries, and oriental bittersweet, 
with red-orange berries, were 
originally brought here from 
other countries for their or-
namental value, she said.  
Other invasive plants were not 
brought intentionally.  Japa-
nese stiltgrass, for example, 
was used for packing china 
shipped from Asia.  Now our 
neighborhoods and parks are 
blanketed with stiltgrass.
 The invasive vines that 
cover our trees do not encoun-
ter their natural predators or 

natural diseases in this for-
eign (to them) environment.  
“That means if you’re a plant 
with no predators where you 
are, you can put 100 percent 
of your energy into growth,” 
Barth pointed out.
 And grow they do.  In the 
process, they damage and can 
eventually kill the trees they 
climb on.  They “grab all the 
sunlight,” Barth said, prevent-
ing the tree’s leaves from pro-
ducing food for the tree.  They 
also weigh the tree down.  “As 
the vines get bigger and big-
ger, the weight puts stress on 
branches and can weaken the 
tree,” she said.
 In addition, some invasive 
vines, like English ivy, “hold 
on by exuding a chemical and 
working their tendrils into 
the cracks, actually under the 
bark, eventually opening the 
tree up to invasion by bugs 
and diseases,” Barth added.
 The trees are defense-
less against this onslaught 
of vines, she said, since the 
trees did not evolve with these 
vines and, therefore, never 

developed a means to defend 
against them.  The vines pose 
a mortal threat to the na-
tive trees that live along the 
stream—including	willow	
oaks, black walnut trees, per-
simmon,	native	azalea,	and	
American	basswood—many	
of which were planted by the 
civic association over 20 years 
ago, Barth said.
 She said a solution could 
be achieved if the County 
sent a crew to cut each vine 
as close to the root near the 
ground as possible, and also 
to cut it as high as they could 
reach, as if to make a window.  
“The	top	will	die	off,”	she	said.		
She said no one should pull 
the	vine	off	the	trees,	however,	
although “it feels satisfying to 
do it.”  For one thing, “if the 
vine has weakened the tree, 
you could bring a limb down 
on yourself.”  And ripping 
down the vine can also dam-
age the tree further by pulling 
off	the	leaves	and	the	bark.
 If a group of neighbors 
followed up after the County 
crew a couple of times a year 
by recutting the vines at the 
bottom, “it may take three 
years to get to the point that 
the vines pose an extremely 
minor problem,” Barth said.
 Since I placed my 311 call 
several weeks ago, no action 
has been taken by the County 
to cut the vines and help save 
our trees on Lockridge.  If 
readers are concerned about 
this threat, you, too, may want 
to call 311 to plead for action.
 [Loube, a retired Prince 
George’s Co. ESOL and Read-
ing Recovery teacher who has 
lived on Cavalier for 31 years, 
is an avid gardener.] n
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Invasive vines on a willow oak.
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(continued on page 13)

Second Annual NFCCA Halloween 
With a Little Distance, a Lot of Fun!
 Last year Halloween was 
“not	normal”—more	houses	
than ever were decorated, 
neighbors visited outside 
together all evening, and we 
hosted the most festively 
dressed pets on Facebook.  
Also, we stayed safe and dis-
tanced during a raging pan-
demic.
 Let’s do that again!
 The neighborhood work 
group got back together to 
improve last years’ success-
ful plan to give the kids (and 
young-at-heart) in our com-
munity a fun and socially dis-
tant Halloween experience.

Front Yard Trick-or-Treating
 Join in the fun for contact-
less trick-or-treating from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.!  In 
addition to following Mont-
gomery County guidance on 
masking and social distancing  
(www.montgomerycounty 
md.gov/COVID19), we en-
courage taking the following 
actions on Halloween night, 
Sunday, 31 October:
  n Be Present.  Grab your 
lawn chairs (and masks) and 
come outside for front-yard 
trick-or-treating.  Turn on 
exterior lights to show your 
participation; door-knocking 
is discouraged.
  n Be Socially Distant.  
Consider ways to safely 
share treats without contact.  
Spread candy out on a table 
or, if you’d normally give out 
a handful, prepare individual 
bags of treats in a box so kids 
can safely grab one and go.  
Be creative and safe!
  n Be Festive.  Get into the 

holiday spirit with music, cos-
tumes, or decorations.  Dress 
up your face mask and have 
fun!
 For those who wish to add 
your address to the neighbor-
hood list of households giving 
out treats (including allergy-

safe treats), please use the 
online form at www.nfcca.
org/halloween.html that will 
automatically update a neigh-
borhood map also available 
on that webpage.
 In the event of severe 
weather, the rain date for this 
activity will be Monday, 1st of 
November.

Community Halloween Contests
 To get us all in the Hal-
loween spirit, NFCCA is 
sponsoring two contests with 
prizes	for	residents	of	the	
NFCCA community.  Winners 
of the contests will be posted 
to the public NFCCA Face-
book page at www.facebook.
com/nfccaMoCo, shared on 
the NFCCA listserv, and fea-
tured in the December issue 
of the Northwood News.
  n Halloween Decorating 

A ‘socially distant’ candy chute  from 2020 brings joy to both 
giver and receiver.  A little frivolity was just what we needed!

Vayan a la pagina web
www.nfcca.org para ver 

este articulo en español.

Check the www.nfcca.org website 
(QR code above); signs to show 
your household is participating 
in Trick or Treat are available to 

download and print now.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COVID19/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COVID19/
https://www.nfcca.org/halloween.html
https://www.nfcca.org/halloween.html
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.nfcca.org/halloween.html
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Contest.  For those with sea-
sonal decorating skills, email 
a single photo or photo collage 
of your home, being sure to 
include your address to NFC 
CAHalloween at gmail dot 
com by Monday, 25 October.  
We encourage everyone to get 
out and see the entries in per-
son if you can!  Winners will 
be	awarded	in	five	categories:
  n Spookiest
  n Most Creative
  n Fall Festival
  n Kid’s Choice 
  n Best Jack-o-Lantern (only 
Jack-o-Lantern is judged)
 If you or your child would 

This homemade candy chute made last year’s Halloween even 
more fun for all participants.  We were all glad to get outside!

An NFCCA representative delivers a house-decorating prize 
(yes, there are prizes!) and winning sign.  Tour the neighbor-
hood to see this year’s winners the first week of November.

like to volunteer as a judge, 
please email your names and 
ages of kids to NFCCAHallow 
een at gmail dot com before 
Monday, 25 October 2021.  
Multiple judges from the same 
household are okay so long as 
they are judging separately.
  n Pet Costume Contest.  
For the proud pet parents, 
dress up your pet in costume 
and have them smile for the 
camera!  There are two ways 
to enter:  post a photo of your 
pet to the NFCCA Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
nfccaMoCo, or email a photo of 
your pet to NFCCAHalloween 
at gmail dot com to be posted 
for you.  The three photos 
with the most “reactions” on 
Facebook by Halloween night 
will be the winners (only one 
winner per household).
 Go to the NFCCA website 
at www.nfcca.org/halloween.
html for further information.
 We look forward to cel-
ebrating with everyone.  Be 
safe and have fun! n

Halloween 2021

https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.nfcca.org/halloween.html
https://www.nfcca.org/halloween.html
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FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE:
•  WEEKLY
•  BI-WEEKLY
•  TRI-WEEKLY
•  MONTHLY

SPECIAL PROJECTS:
•  ONE-TIME CLEANING
•  MOVE IN
•  MOVE OUT

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
QUALITY CLEANING

EXCELLENT REFRENCES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

FITS YOUR SCHEDULE
REASONABLE PRICES

RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

NO MORE STRESS
NO MORE HEADACHES

ANA’S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
9709 Belvedere Place  •  Silver Spring

240-353-6751
LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED

Visit us online at
hooverfisherflorist.com

Family Owned & 
Operated For Over 

65 Years!

4100 Howard Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895

(301) 593-4700

Hills Receive This Year’s Award

Jacquie Bokow (l) presents John Hill and Bette Eberly-Hill 
of Pinewood Avenue with this year’s NFCCA “Good Neigh-
bor Award.”  The Hills have been bagging the Northwood 
News and getting them out to all 49 distributors reliably 
all year long—John for 20+ years and Bette for almost 30!  
Our neighborhood is proud to thank them for their service.
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http://www.anashousekeeping.com/
https://www.hooverfisherflorist.com/
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Did your 
people join 
the civic 

association?

Yes, they did.
But it’s a new
 fiscal year.

Time to
re-up!

Doggone!  
I forgot 
my leash 
again!

Join today or check your membership status at ‘Join Us’ on nfcca.org.  Dues are only $10 per household per year!

Seen the Lovely Spotted Lanternfly?  Kill it on Sight!
By Jacquie Bokow
 The latest pest infestation 
is strikingly beautiful.  The 
Spotted	Lanternfly	(Lycorma 
delicatula, or SLF for short) 
is an invasive insect from Asia 
that has recently arrived in 
our	area.		It	was	first	discov-
ered in Pennsylvania in 2014, 
although it is thought to have 
arrived there before that.
 “The arrival of this new 
pest	could	have	a	significant	
impact on Maryland and U.S. 
agriculture,”	states	a	flyer	
from the Maryland Depart-
ment of Agriculture (see it 
under “About” at nfcca.org).  
Eggs—laid	in	late	September	
until	frost—hatch	from	late	
April to early May into tiny 
white-spotted angular black 
nymphs.  Young nymphs be-
gin feeding by sucking the 
juice from host plants.  They 
have been found feeding on 
apples, apricots, blueberries, 
cherries, grapes, hops, nectar-

The adult spotted lanternfly is about one inch wide; its lower 
wings are bright red with black spots, its middle wings black 
and white, and the top wings shades of brown and tan.

ines, peaches, oak, pine, and 
poplar, among many others.
	 Adults	prefer—and	may	
need—to	feed	on	tree-of-
heaven (Ailanthus altissima), 
another invasive species.
 Damage from SLF feed-
ing can cause stunted growth, 
reduced yields, and the death 
of the host plant.  As the in-

sects feed, they excrete a sug-
ary honeydew that collects 
and can attract other insects, 
as well as supporting growth 
of black sooty mold fungus 
that blocks sunlight from the 
leaves.  If you see a suspect 
insect, contact the Maryland 
Dept. of Agriculture at Dont 
Bug.MD@maryland.gov. n

http://www.nfcca.org/documents/MDA-SLF-Pest-Alert-web.pdf
http://www.nfcca.org/documents/MDA-SLF-Pest-Alert-web.pdf
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Neighborhood Block Parties Enliven Summer 2021
Belton Road—26 June 2021
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Southwood Avenue—4 July 2021
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Autumn Keeps Honeybees Busy Preparing for Winter
By Bob Borkowski
 Fall is Mother Nature’s 
time to get ready for winter.  
Some animals fatten up be-
cause they know food will be 
sparse; some will migrate to 
better climates to mate, build 
a nest, and raise a family; and 
some hibernate either with 
members of their own species 
(like snakes) or by themselves 
(like bears).
 Honeybees (Apis mellifera 
L), on the other hand, are 
busy putting up the last of the 
pollen and nectar of the sea-
son that can be collected and 
stored until it is too cold out-
side of the hive to do so.  Their 
sole summertime mission is 
to collect and store enough 
nectar and pollen to last 
through winter until spring.  
In the mid-Atlantic region, 
the average honeybee colony 
requires approximately 50 to 
70 pounds of honey to survive 
the winter.  So what do honey-
bees do during the winter?
 In preparation for winter, 
the queen (the only fertile 
female) slows her egg-laying 
as the number of worker 
bees (infertile females) goes 
down.  The workers kick the 
drones (males) out of the hive 
because they won’t feed them 
throughout the winter and the 
queen will lay new drone eggs 
in the spring.  All of these ac-
tivities go on simultaneously 
until daytime air tempera-
tures go below 50°F.
 At the beginning of Oc-
tober, a managed honeybee 
colony could have as many 
as 60,000 bees and, at the 
beginning of March, have as 
few as 30,000 to 40,000 bees 
in the colony.  Honeybees are 

capable of thermoregulation; 
they maintain the heat in the 
colony for their nest mates 
by vibrating their bodies to 
create heat during periods of 
cold weather.  The honeybees 
maintain a “cluster,” a ball of 
honeybees huddled together 
to maintain the heat for the 
colony to survive the winter.  
Research has shown that the 
outside temperature of the 
cluster is maintained at 57°F, 
and the center of the cluster 
could be as high as 92°F.
 In managed honeybee 
colonies, the cluster moves 
around the inside of the hive 
to consume the stored pollen 
and honey during the winter.
 There are negative factors 
that	affect	honeybee	colony	
survival, that is the varroa 
mite (Varroa destructor), a 
parasitic	mite	that	feeds	off	of	
the blood (hemolymph) while 
the honeybees are in the cell 
as a developing larva.  Varroa 
mites are just one of the many 
maladies	that	affect	honeybee	
survival.  Most are treatable 
through beekeepers using 
Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) which treats honeybee 
colonies without chemical in-
terventions.  One IPM method 
is simply changing the queen 
bee of the colony with a new, 
younger, well-bred queen.  It 
breaks the egg-laying cycle of 
the previous queen, disrupt-
ing the varroa mite life cycle.

 In Maryland, we have a 
disease-sniffing	dog	able	to	
detect American Foul Brood, 
a rare brood disease found in 
honeybee colonies.  Another 
pest to honeybee colonies are 
field	mice,	which	make	nests	
in the bottom of honeybee 
hives.  Beekeepers install 
mouse guards on the front 
entrance to prevent mice from 
entering a colony in mid-Au-
gust to the end of September.
 As winter sets in, the 
honeybees cluster up to keep 
warm and it’s the beekeepers’ 
job to inspect their colonies 
monthly—preferably	when	
air temperatures are above 
50°F—to	ensure	the	hon-
eybees	have	sufficient	food	
available.
 Let’s take a quick look at 
Bombus, aka the bumble-
bee.  While honeybees form 
clusters of thousands of nest 
mates to keep warm, a single 
fertilized	bumble	bee	will	bur-
row into the ground and hi-
bernate for the winter.  When 
spring arrives again, she will 
find	a	suitable	place	to	build	a	
nest and start to lay eggs.
 If you would like to know 
more information about 
honeybees, you can visit the 
Montgomery County Beekeep-
ers Association online (mont 
gomerycountybeekeepers.
com) or one of the many land 
grant universities’ extension 
services as well.
 I hope you enjoy the fall 
season as you prepare for win-
ter—like	the	honeybee.
 [Bob Borkowski, an MCBA 
member, is a retired law en-
forcement officer and Nation-
al Guardsman and has kept 
honeybees for 22+ years.] n
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201 EAST INDIAN SPRING DRIVE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901 

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
MARYLAND HOME IMPROVEMENT

OFFICE: (301) 587-1144 
CELL: (443) 373-7689

VISIT MY WEBSITE:
WWW.JAMESBURKETTPLUMBINGANDHEATING 

"LET MY 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND PRIDE IN WORKMANSHIP MAKE YOUR NEWLY
REMODELED BATHROOM SPARKLE!" 

The existing bridge, left, will be replaced (at right) to prevent flooding of the Wheaton Branch.

Bridge on Dennis Avenue to be Replaced in 2022
By Jacquie Bokow
 If you drive south on Den-
nis Avenue to get to Georgia 
Avenue, you’ll have to detour 
five	miles	into	Wheaton	next	
summer.  The bridge on Den-
nis Avenue (on the other side 
of University Blvd., just four 
blocks this side of Georgia 
Avenue)	which	takes	traffic	

over the Wheaton Branch will 
be replaced; the bridge clo-
sure is scheduled to coincide 
with school summer break, 
although	the	flood	mitigation	
won’t	finish	until	winter.		Part	
of	the	project	is	flood	mitiga-
tion for the stream (see pho-
tos below).
 The width of the two 

lanes, now 15', would be nar-
rowed to 11', but the shoulder 
would be widened to 5' to 
allow	bicycle	traffic	and	the	
sidewalks widened consider-
ably, too.
 For more information, see 
www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/dot-dte/projects/dennis 
ave/index.html. n

http://www.jamesburkettplumbingandheating.com/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/dennisave/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/dennisave/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/dennisave/index.html
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barbara@ciment.com
 www.ciment.com

 Call Today for My Free Market Analysis: 301-346-9126

(O) 301-424-0900

Are You Selling?
Do You Want Top Dollar?

You Must Be Listed in the MLS!
Excuse me for shouting!  But I have never felt 
more strongly that owners who try to sell their 
homes by themselves are giving up significant 
dollars. They don’t realize what possibilities come 
from the broadest exposure to the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS). Some owners get too eager to sell 
and sometimes accept offers while in Coming Soon 
status. My owners, who held off for all contracts to 
come in, did best in my experience.

Homes Are Selling Beyond Owners’ Dreams
The power of the Multiple Listing Service (MLS) has 
been proven with every listing we’ve had this year. 
Agents are coming from offices in DC, Chevy Chase, 
Bethesda and Potomac and begging to give their 
buyers a chance to get our Silver Spring listings. 

When you list with me, we help you prepare and list 
your home so buyers can offer contracts with no 
contingencies on inspections, loans and appraisals.

We Help Home Owners Sell for Top Prices
Sellers who have followed our advice have enjoyed 
minimal fix-up expenses and received offers well 
above what they desired. Our professional contacts 
help prepare homes quickly and for reasonable 
costs. Our sellers have been satisfied with the 
clean-up and renovations we helped arrange. 

We specialize in helping you make decisions to 
get the right experts to solve your selling, buying, 
and moving problems. We will discuss needed 
declutter and repairs to prepare your home for 
sale and, possible renovations or yard work. We 
share our contacts of varied real estate/home-
care professionals who serve you knowing, we 
are very mindful of how they treat our clients and 
customers.

The Barbara Ciment Team
of Long and Foster Real Estate

$500 Million in Career Sales
Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters

Over 1,000 Closed Sales Transactions

301-346-9126

It is a Great Time to Sell!   We Need Listings for the Many Buyers Contacting Our Listings

In the above chart, we now show Sold Price and List Price and Ratio of Sold Price to List Price (S/L).
The SoldPrice/ListPrice Ratio gives you a sense of the strength of Seller Market versus Buyer Market.

Recent Sales in Northwood/Forest Knolls

ADDRESS LIST/SOLD
PRICE

LIST
PRICE

RATIO
(S/L)

CLOSE
DATE STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

10817 Lombardy Rd $550,000 $529,000 103% 9/1/2021 Bi-level 4 2 3 6,500 Northwood Park View
1012 Chiswell Ln $540,000 $540,000 100% 8/27/2021 Split Level 4 2/1 11 7,500 Forest Knolls
103 Snowy Owl Dr $750,000 $695,000 107% 8/27/2021 Colonial 4 3/1 13 10,746 Northwood Park View
504 Royalton Rd $500,000 $485,000 103% 8/26/2021 Rambler 4 2 14 5,900 Northwood Knolls
24 Kinsman View Cir $425,000 $425,000 100% 8/24/2021 Townhouse 3 3/1 5 1,539 Northwood Park View
37 Kinsman View Cir $425,000 $427,900 99% 8/23/2021 Townhouse 4 3/1 9 1,500 Northwood Park View
324 Hannes St $579,000 $579,000 100% 8/13/2021 Rambler 4 2/1 7 6,151 Northwood Park
19 Kinsman View Cir $450,000 $425,000 105% 8/13/2021 Townhouse 3 2/2 5 1,500 Northwood Park View

10613 Eastwood Ave $575,000 $575,000 100% 8/11/2021 Cape Cod 4 3 6 6,508 Northwood Village
10902 Cavalier Dr $600,000 $559,900 107% 8/9/2021 Colonial 4 2/2 2 7,201 Forest Knolls
10708 Margate Rd $557,500 $539,000 103% 8/6/2021 Rambler 5 2/1 7 7,799 Northwood Park View
121 Snowy Owl Dr $780,000 $695,000 112% 7/29/2021 Colonial 4 3/1 6 6,000 Northwood Park View
201 University Blvd W $625,000 $624,900 100% 7/23/2021 Cape Cod 5 3 52 9,524 Northwood Park

10700 Eastwood Ave $401,500 $400,000 100% 7/16/2021 Cape Cod 2 2 6 8,083 Northwood Village
108 Woodridge Ave $604,000 $599,000 100% 7/15/2021 Cape Cod 3 2/1 4 8,750 Northwood Park

For a real-time update for Northwood Sales: www.ciment.com/northwood
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https://www.ciment.com/

