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Important NFCCA Meeting Thursday, October 13th
By Laura Hussey
 Please plan to attend the 
NFCCA meeting on Thurs-
day, Oct. 13, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Forest Knolls Elementary 
School.  We have invited 
County Department of Trans-
portation officials—as well as 
our elected representatives—
to come to the meeting and 
have asked them to explain 
why DOT has changed the 
planned work for our streets 
from complete roadway reha-
bilitation to “full-depth per-
manent patching.

 At the NFCCA meeting in 
February of this year, Mont. 
Co. Department of Trans-
portation Outreach Man-
ager Josh Faust and County 
Council Representative Tom 
Hucker assured us that we 
were on the schedule for 
our neighborhood streets to 
undergo complete rehabili-
tation, with work beginning 
in the summer of 2016, and 
assured us that the funds 
for this work were already 
encumbered.  In Septem-
ber, flyers began appearing 
in neighborhood mailboxes 
alerting us that the perma-
nent patching project would 
begin in late September.
 In addition, while the fly-
ers received by residents in 
the older part of the neighbor-
hood (from Dennis toward 
Southwood and Sutherland) 
indicate that the work will 
begin in late September and 
the streets in this section have 
already been marked, the 
schedule on the MCDOT web-
site indicates that this section 
of the neighborhood will be 
started in Spring 2017.
 What can you do? Here are 
a few suggestions:
 1.  If you would like some 
answers, come to the meeting 
on October 13.  A good turnout 
will help our concerns be taken 

seriously.  Working together 
is how neighborhood associa-
tions get things done!
 2.  Sign and complete the 
letter on the back page, and ei-
ther bring it to the meeting or 
put a stamp on it, fold it, and 
mail it.  We will collect letters 
at the meeting and NFCCA will 
pay postage for letters dropped 
off at the meeting!
 3.  Vote in the NFCCA 
election!  Next year’s NFCCA 
Board will be elected at the 
October 13 meeting.  You must 
have paid your 2016–2017 
dues ($10 per household) to 
vote.  Dues can be paid online 
at www.nfcca.org, by mail us-
ing the envelope provided in 
this newsletter (checks only), 
or at the meeting itself.
 4.  Vote in the November 
election!  When our elected 
officials know we vote, they 
pay attention to our issues.  
Register by October 18 or at 
an early voting location be-
ginning October 27. n
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message Join NFCCA’s 
Listservs or 
Nextdoor Page
NFCCA General Listserv
Subscribe: nfcca-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Northwood Parents Listserv
Subscribe: northwood-
parents-subscribe@yahoo 
groups.com

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
Go to https://nextdoor.com 
and enter your street address; 
“Northwood-Four Corners” 
will come up. n

 Neighbors, I am incredibly frustrated to report to you 
that we learned in late summer that the county had “mis-
calculated” and that, despite promises made by county 
DOT officials and County Council member Tom Hucker at 
our neighborhood meeting in February, our neighborhood 
streets will not be repaved this year.  Instead, as you have 
probably learned from the MCDOT flyer that was mailed 
to all neighborhood addresses and the white markings that 
have appeared on our neighborhood streets, our neighbor-
hood has been scheduled for “Full-Depth Permanent Pave-
ment Patching” to begin in late September.
 The funds for this maintenance work come from a dif-
ferent part of DOT’s budget than the full resurfacing that 
we were promised, which comes from the county’s capital 
budget.  As taxpayers, we have a legitimate right to question 
where the monies that were supposedly allocated and al-
ready encumbered (set aside) for our street repaving went.  
If you would like to do that in person, please attend the 
NFCCA meeting on Thursday, October 13 (see page 1).
 I hear that you are all frustrated about the lack of action 
by the county on this issue, but I want to assure you that a 
small but dedicated group of your neighbors have been work-
ing on behalf of the neighborhood for more than four years 
to get our streets repaved.  Another reason to come to the 
meeting on October 13 is that we will be electing the NFCCA 
Board members for the coming year, and we have some re-
ally great volunteers to continue to lead our neighborhood to 
make sure that this continues to be a great place to live.
 I look forward to seeing you all on October 13!

—Laura Hussey

Metro Safetrack Red Line Shutdown
 In the June 2016 newslet-
ter (www.nfcca.org/news/
nn201606.pdf, p. 15), we re-
ported on Metro’s Safetrack 
program, which has been 
underway for several months.  
As work has progressed and 
additional maintenance issues 
have been identified, WMATA 
has adjusted the schedule.  As 
of this writing, the planned 
shutdown of the Red Line 
between the Fort Totten and 
NoMa/Gallaudet University 
stations is now scheduled to 
last 24 days, from September 
29 through November 22.  

Two stations, Brookland and 
Rhode Island Avenue, will 
be closed entirely during this 
period, and Red Line trains 
will run in two segments.  
Trains between Glenmont and 
Fort Totten will run every ten 
minutes, and trains between 
Shady Grove and NoMa will 
run every five minutes.  Ac-
cording to Metro’s website, 
additional details will be 
provided closer to the actual 
shutdown.  The June article 
provides information about 
alternatives for commuters to 
consider. n
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association serves for 
one year and meets every 
month except July and Au-
gust.  Current officers (until 
October 2016) are:

President
Laura Hussey
10217 Edgewood Avenue
240.463.1913
laura_hussey@
     mindspring.com

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
301.593.4584
edlevy316@gmail.com

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
sondrakatz@yahoo.com

At Large
Carolyn Ibici
416 Royalton Road
301.593.9319
caibici@yahoo.com

Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
loveyourhome123
     @yahoo.com

Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

David Rotenstein
10217 Edgewood Avenue
404.326.9244
david.rotenstein@
     earthlink.net

Immediate Past Prez
Brian Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
merc259@verizon.net

NFCCA
Board

2016-2017
NFCCA

Meeting
Calendar

Please mark these dates 
on your calendar for the 
next cycle of meetings of 

the Northwood-Four Cor-
ners Civic Association:

13 October 2016
14 December 2016

8 February 2017
12 April 2017
14 June 2017

All meetings are held from 
7:30–9:00 p.m. at Forest 

Knolls Elementary School.

Silver Spring Black History Tour
 There are lots of historic 
places in downtown Silver 
Spring.  Their stories have 
been told in picture books, 
historic preservation reports, 
and historical markers.  One 
chapter of Silver Spring’s past 
that has not yet been written is 

its African American history.
 Silver Spring developed 
as a “sundown suburb” in the 
early 20th century.  It was a 
place where African Ameri-
cans were welcome to work 
in the stores and homes, but 
they were unable to shop, eat, 
play, and live in the commu-
nity here.
 This two-hour tour led by 
NFCCA board member and 
neighbor David Rotenstein ex-
plores Silver Spring’s historic 
landscape as it transitioned 
from Jim Crow segregation 
into the thriving multicultural 
community it’s become
 The tour begins at 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday, October 22.  
Participants should meet in 
front of the Second and Cam-
eron garage, 8530 Cameron 
Street, across from the Tastee 
Diner.  The tour will last for 
two hours and will end near 
the intersection of East-West 
Highway and Georgia Avenue. 
The cost is free and participa-
tion is limited to the first 25 
people.
 For more informa-
tion on the tour, go to:  
http://blog.historian4hire.
net/2016/07/30/silver-
spring-tour. n
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Ranked Among “America’s Best Real Estate Agents 2016”  
by Real Trends and the Wall Street Journal.
Top 12 of Long & Foster’s 14,000 Agents
www.tamara4homes.com • (301)580-5002 cell • (202)966-1400 office

Marketing that brings in Multiple Offers and Top Dollar!

Today’s “New” Homebuyer – Technology savvy 
millennials dominate the Silver Spring home buying 
market. With a technology-driven marketing plan  
and clean home staging, we showcase your home  
to reach the buyers - and they love what they see!

Donate, Dump & Shred!  Saturday, October 15th
9am – Noon • Argyle Park on Forest Glen Road

Time for your fall clean up! We’re bringing A Wider Circle for your  
donated goods, Patriot Shredding for your documents, and a  
dumpster for the rest. Stay and enjoy a donut from our 

local Woodmoor Bakery, and a cup of joe from Starbucks! 

*Please visit tamara4homes.com for a list of accepted donations. 

10715 Glenwild Road 10611 Margate Road 117 Snowy Owl Drive 

SO
LD

!!

CONTRA
CT!

FO
R SA

LE!

Of   W.C. & A.N. Miller, A Long and Foster Co.

http://www.tamara4homes.com/


5Northwood News n October 2016

‘Sorriest Bus Stop in America’ in Our Neighborhood
By David Rotenstein
 Our neighborhood has 
lots of things that distin-
guish it from other places 
in Montgomery County 
and beyond.  We have an 
official 1939 World’s Fair 
replica home and possibly 
the earliest ranch house in 
Montgomery County.  And, 
earlier this year, people from 
around the nation voted to 
name a Colesville Road bus 
stop north of Southwood 
Drive the “sorriest bus stop 
in America.”
 In July, a Silver Spring 
blogger entered the Ride 
On and Metrobus stop in 
the southbound lanes of 
Colesville Road opposite 
Crestmoor Drive in a contest 
sponsored by Streetsblog.
com, a blog that touts it-
self as “a daily news source 
connecting people to infor-
mation about sustainable 
transportation and livable 
communities.”  The blog in-
vited readers to send a photo 
of their entry along with a 
“brief description of why it’s 
so terrible and which public 
officials/agencies deserve to 
be shamed.”
 Dan Reed, a transporta-
tion planner and new urban-
ist pundit, threw our stop 
into the contest.  “There 
are no sidewalks leading to 
it,” Reed wrote in his entry.  
“It’s at an intersection, but 
there’s no crosswalk and no 
stoplight.  And, of course, 
there’s a steep hill next to it.”
 Our stop handily made 
its way through the semi-
finals and the final round, 
beating a stop in Kansas 
City, Missouri, 868 votes to 

214 to take the honors.  The 
contest was reported online 
and by traditional news me-
dia around the nation.  Our 
bus stop was featured in The 
Washington Post and on Na-
tional Public Radio.  Pictures 
of the bus stop went viral on 
social media and area blog-
gers covered the contest like 
the World Series.
 Internet contests like 
this frequently are little 
more than clickbait, clever 
ways to engage readers and 
drive traffic to special inter-
est sites.  But this contest 
might yield some improve-
ments to what clearly is a 
suboptimal place to catch 
a ride.  County officials 
weighed in after the con-
test.  The Washington Post 
reported that leaders in 
Rockville have asked the 
Maryland State Highway 
Administration, which has 

jurisdiction over the site, to 
explore ways to improve the 
stop.  “The primary issue is 
whether something can be 
done to make crossing US 
29 at that location safer,” 
county spokesperson Esther 
Bowring told the Post.
 Possible solutions in-
clude abandoning the stop 
and adding a traffic light 
at the intersection, which 
mainly serves Woodmoor 
residents and visitors.  In 
the meantime, folks in 
Northwood-Four Corners 
have transit stop options at 
Southwood and Lorain Av-
enues.
 For more information 
on the “Sorriest Bus Stop 
in America” contest, go to 
the site where it all began:  
http://usa.streetsblog.org/
category/special-reports/
sorriest-bus-stop-in-ameri-
ca-2016/. n

The Metrobus/Ride On stop on Colesville Road at Crestmoor 
Drive was voted ‘The Sorriest Bus Stop in America.’  That’s 
right—the worst in the entire country.  By a wide margin.
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A Dragon Moves in on Woodridge Avenue
By Mike Moylan
 In mid-July, a happy, 
toothy dragon moved onto 
the Fattor Family’s front 
lawn.  When the large oak 
tree came down, Kevin 
and Clara wanted to have 
a large section of the trunk 
carved into an animal 
that everyone could enjoy.  
Their children, Cata and 
Cassady, wanted a dragon 
that could fly and swim.  
The tough job was finding a 
wood carver.
 When Clare Wilson, 
our neighborhood artist 
and book designer, hurried 
across the street to get the 
autograph of the bearded 
woodsman with chisel and 
saw, we knew something 
exciting was happening on 
Woodridge Avenue.   That 
man was Jim Calder, a mas-
ter carver known as The 
Wizard of Wood.  He was 
about to perform a little 
magic with the tree trunk on 
the front lawn.  Jim Calder 
spent the next few days in 

the broiling sun creating a 
bright eyed, scaly bodied 
dragon wrapped around a 
bench seat for reading or 
resting.  Cata, Cassady, and 
their Grandma kept Jim hy-
drated with delicious water-
melon while he carved and 
polished the dragon.
 As neighbors came by to 
watch his carving wizardry, 
Jim Calder welcomed each 
of us and shared some of 

his wonderful stories with 
us.  His favorite story was 
about how frequently he 
had been mistaken for Jerry 
Garcia of the Grateful Dead 
(see photo, below left).  
Others included the annual 
childhood fishing trips to 
Maine with his Uncle Al-
exander, his service in Viet 
Nam in the 1960s, and the 
joys of creating more than 
1,200 tree trunk sculptures 
greater than 20-feet in 
height all over the world.
 Please enjoy the dragon 
as you walk by on Wood-
ridge Avenue.  Rumor has it 
the dragon has been keep-
ing the deer away.  Deer 
must be afraid of dragons.
 Just as an art history 
note, Jim Caldor’s uncle, 
Alexander Calder, created 
quite a few well-known 
metal sculptures (mobiles 
and stabiles valued from 
$10–$30 million) that are 
displayed in most major 
museums around the world. 
Now, Woodridge has its 
own Calder. n

Jim Calder and Kevin Fattor (behind the dragon), and  Clara 
Fattor (at right); Cata and Cassady (on the dragon’s lap).

A dragon has taken up residence on Woodridge Avenue.
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It’s time to call an 
expert.
Call today for a 
free, no-obligation 
quote.

This material is for informational purposes only. All statements herein are subject 
to the provisions, exclusions and conditions of the applicable policy. For an actual 
description of all coverages, terms and conditions, refer to the insurance policy.  
Coverages are subject to individual insureds meeting our underwriting 
qualifications and to state availability. ©2012 The Travelers Companies, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The Travelers Indemnity Company and its property casualty 
affiliates. One Tower Square, Hartford, CT 06183

COUGHLAN INSURANCE 
AGENCY INC
Steven Coughlan
10214 SUTHERLAND RD
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901
Phone: 301.592.1818
Fax: 301.592.1806
Email: SNC1213@MSN.COM
Web Site:
www.coughlaninsuranceagency.com
Connect on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/coughlaninsuranceagency

8 4

It’s Almost Time to Rake Leaves
 Remember, when you 
see notices posted about leaf 
pickup in our neighborhood, 
rake your leaves to the curb.  
But leave them on the grass!  

If you push them into the 
street, they disrupt traffic, 
block storm drains, hamper 
snow removal, and are slip-
pery for pedestrians.
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Northwood-Four Corners Civic Association
FY 2016–2017 Membership Year Dues Payment

($10 per household)

Names (print): ___________________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________________________

E-Mail: _________________________________________________________

Amount:  $10

Form of payment: q   Cash  [Please do not mail but hand deliver to address below.]

 q   Check  [Make check payable to “NFCCA.”  If your name and
                       address are on check, you needn’t include this form.]
Deliver to:
Sondra Katz, NFCCA Treasurer
10905 Lombardy Road, Silver Spring, MD 20901

Not sure if you’re already a member?  Email: SondraKatz@yahoo.com.

NOTE:  You can pay via credit card/PayPal through the NFCCA website, www.nfcca.org; an 
extra $1 fee is charged.  Just click on “Join Us” and fill in the online form.

USE ENVELOPE
PLACED IN

THIS ISSUE!

http://www.coughlaninsuranceagency.com/
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Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Realtor
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc 
6000 Executive Blvd, Suite 100
North Bethesda, MD 20852 
Office: 301-468-0606

Thanks for All Your Referrals and Support Over These Many Years!

Why You Should Work with Barbara Ciment’s Team

barbara@ciment.com      301-346-9126       www.ciment.com

“Your Home Team” #1 Office Producer 25 Years in a Row & Counting
• Professional Excellence with Integrity and Commitment to Ethics
• Varied Home Selling Experience and Gratifying Results for Our Clients

$430 Million and 1,000 Career Sales
• 100’s of Satisfied Clients and Customers Sending Us Referrals

For All Your Real Estate Needs
• Free Market Analysis to Help Determine Buyer Value or Seller Pricing
• Condos, Rentals, Refinancing, Relocating, Retirement ... Purchase or Sale
• Free Customized Comparable Reports to Appeal County Tax Assessments

Better Housing Information = Better Buying & Selling Decisions
• Proprietary Alerts for the Latest Listings in Subdivisions  ...  Even for Streets of 

Interest to You

The Barbara Ciment Team is “Your Home Team”
• Barbara Ciment & Mel Ciment, and My Buyer Specialists:        

          Emily Lurie             and          Judi Taragin Shields

For the Most Current Northwood Market Update, Check Out
www.ciment.com/northwood

http://www.barbaraciment.com/


9Northwood News n October 2016

History Corner(s)

(continued on page 10)

The Untold History of Gittings’ Cross Roads, Part 1
By Ken Hawkins
 In the 1840s, political tur-
moil and economic expansion 
in the United States centered 
on slavery.  Explosive growth 
of the new cotton states of 
the Deep South was fueled 
by the sale of slaves from the 
old tobacco states, especially 
Virginia and Maryland.  The 
Chesapeake region contrib-
uted most of those caught up 
in the nation’s massive forced 

migration of slaves, tens of 
thousands of people per year, 
that pushed the boundaries 
of the nation to Texas and 
the bonds of the Union to the 
breaking point.
 The free and enslaved res-
idents of Montgomery County, 
Maryland, close by the Dis-
trict of Columbia, witnessed 
this history first-hand.  By the 
time the little village at Git-
tings’ Cross Roads named it-

self Four Corners immediately 
after the Civil War, they had 
been living it for over a cen-
tury.  Its physical traces were 
fixed permanently in features 
we can recognize today, and in 
life stories that intersect with 
our own, if we know where to 
look.
 In Maryland, resistance 
to slavery came in the dar-
ing escapes of runaways, the 
movement and assembly of 
free blacks, and, occasion-
ally, armed rebellions.  The 
presence of a sizeable popu-
lation of free blacks in the 
District—with abolitionists, 
churches, and newspapers 
supporting them—spurred 
fear among slaveholders and 
their elected representatives.  
In early 1842, the Maryland 
Slaveholders convention met 
in rooms provided by the 
State Assembly in Annapo-
lis and recommended harsh 
amendments to the state’s al-
ready strict codes on free and 
enslaved blacks.  Convention 
member Thomas Gittings, 
who represented Montgomery 
County in the Assembly as a 
member of the conservative 
Whig party, moved the bill 
containing the convention’s 
recommendations to the Sen-
ate.  His family had owned 
most of the property to the 
north of the old Bladensburg 
Road, on either side of its 
crossing with the road from 
Burnt Mills to Georgetown 
(e.g., the north half of today’s 
Four Corners), since the 
1780s.  The bill, which severe-

Land Holdings of the Gittings Family in Montgomery County, 
Md. ca. 1780–1865.  This plat is based on one filed in Jedediah 
Gittings & others vs. Richard A. Harding & wife before the 
county court as a court of equity in its March 1850 term.  It 
shows the 822 acres that Benjamin Gittings and his son Thom-
as Gittings assembled between about 1780 and 1820, and the 
division of it into lots for sale beginning in 1850.  The historic 
features come from the 1850 plat, which noted the location 
of a wolf pit, used by planters in the late 18th-century to trap 
and then kill wolves, and the 1772 family burying ground that 
was recorded as a variance in deeds to 1958.  The lot divisions 
used to sell the Gittings’ land persisted into subsequent prop-
erties and, in many places, make up the boundaries of modern 
subdivisions such as Northwood Park, Woodmoor, Indian 
Spring View, and Forest Knolls.
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(continued from page 9)

(continued on page 11)

History Corner(s)

ly restricted the movement, 
assembly, and settlement of 
free blacks in the state and 
sharply curtailed the manu-
mission of slaves, was passed 
into law in March 1842.
 Nonetheless, resistance 
and retribution continued.  
Slaves in Calvert County, 
led by Mark Caesar and Bill 
Wheeler, armed themselves 
in July 1845 and marched 
through Prince George’s, the 
District, and finally Mont-
gomery County, gathering 
upwards of 75 men willing 
to risk their lives in a bid for 
freedom to the north.  One 
part of the group came up the 
Bladensburg Road and likely 
passed Gittings’ Cross Roads 
on its way, while the other 
crossed the Navy Yard bridge 
and took Seventh Street out 
of the District, met the first 
group at their intersection 
and continued north past 
Rockville.  There they were set 
upon by the Montgomery Vol-
unteers, a white militia.  Many 
of the slaves fled, only to be 
shot in the back or killed, with 
31 arrested.
 The swift and arbitrary 
force of the law also came 
down on one of the Gittings’ 
slaves two years later.  Within 
days of Thomas Gittings’ 
death in late 1847, a female 
slave he had owned named 
Mary Emily was arrested in 
Washington on a charge of ar-
son.  The U.S. attorney agreed 
to not prosecute the case, pro-
vided she was sold out of the 
District.  The executor of the 
estate, son Jedediah Gittings, 
agreed.  He sought and the 
Montgomery county court de-

creed that he “sell the said Ne-
gress Mary Emily for the best 
price that can be had for her 
either at public or private sale 
and that he report said sale” 
to the court when completed.  
Such was the summary treat-
ment accorded to those with-
out legal rights.
 When the Gittings arrived 
here with a single slave in 
the early 1780s, they found 
a well-settled district of to-
bacco and dwelling planta-
tions, with small orchards and 
fields of Indian corn bounded 
by woods made of chest-
nut, oak, and pine.  Springs 
that never failed and small 
branches fell into the North-
west Branch and Sligo Creek.  
These streams and a few old 
roads crossed properties that 
were patented to their own-
ers between 1703 and 1763 

and known by such descrip-
tive names as The Labyrinth, 
Fenwick, Hard Struggle, 
Harding’s Choice, the Benja-
min, Hills and Dales, Lucy’s 
Friend, and Clean Shaving.   
Some of these properties had 
been claimed and already 
worked as tobacco plantations 
for more than 50 years, the 
soil was thin, and the original 
owners and slaves had been 
succeeded by new owners, 
tenants, slaves, convict labor-
ers, and indentured servants.  
Many of the local planters had 
fought for American indepen-
dence, then returned to make 
slaves work for them.  Of 
the 35 families living on the 
above properties in 1783, only 
12 made do without owning 
slaves.  Those that did owned 
an average of 7.73 slaves per 

Advertisement from Georgetown’s Washington Federalist of-
fering a reward for two slaves, one of which was thought to 
be hiding near “Gidding’s Tavern” (variant spelling for Git-
tings).  Similar ads appeared in Annapolis papers as early as 
the 1750s, placed by John Adamson, John Trundell, Walter 
Beall, and other planters from this area, for escaped convict 
laborers, overseers, and slaves.
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(continued from page 10)

(continued on page 13)

History Corner(s)

household.  Several families 
owned well above that aver-
age, including Walter Beall, 
the proprietor of the saw 
and grist mill on the North-
west Branch known as Burnt 
Mills (19 slaves), his mother 
Sarah Beall, the widow of the 
late Richard Beall of Samuel 
(17 slaves), Henry Clarke, 
who served on Montgomery 
County’s first grand jury and 
owned most of the land south 
and east of the Cross Roads 
(14 slaves), and Samuel Har-
wood, a Federalist delegate to 
the Maryland Assembly (20 
slaves), from whom in 1785 
Benjamin Gittings purchased 
his first property in the area.
 Gittings and his wife Jemi-
ma (née Lanham), settled on 
an old plantation of about 200 
acres that encompassed all 
of Clean Shaving and parts of 
Hills and Dales, Lucy’s Friend, 
and Fenwick.  It included 
meadow lands, a constant 
stream, and “soil well-adapted 
to Indian corn, fine tobacco, 
and small grain; on it is plenty 
of wood-land to support the 
plantation, likewise a very 
valuable mill seat.”  Harwood 
had owned the property for 
only a few years, having pur-
chased it in 1780 from the es-
tate of the man who originally 
patented the lands beginning 
in the 1730s.  Captain John 
Adamson was a ship’s captain, 
peruke-maker, and, finally, 
a planter.  In 1751, Adamson 
had reassured his customers 
in Annapolis that, even though 
he had removed to far-off 
Frederick County (the county 
this area belonged to at the 
time), “he furnishes Gentle-

man with wigs of all sorts, as 
formerly.”  As wig-makers 
were frequently barbers, nam-
ing his first property “Clean 
Shaving” shows some humor.  
Adamson used convict ser-
vants who probably found him 
less funny, as he had to offer 
rewards for several of them 
and an overseer who ran away 
from the plantation in the 
1750s and 1760s.  His daugh-
ter Rachel married carpenter 
John Tannehill, while Rebecca 
married shoemaker Richard 
Beall of Ninian.  When Ad-
amson died in 1772, he stated 
in his will that Rachel should 
inherit “my Negro boy named 
Norris & Negro boy named 
Bob,” and that Rebecca have 
“my Negro boy Sutch & my 
Negro girl Sid & her increase,” 
provided that neither let their 
husbands sell the slaves (val-

ued at a total of 195 pounds 
sterling) out of the family to 
pay debts.   His executors were 
to sell his dwelling plantation 
and the lands around it, “my 
own & Wife’s burying Place 
forever to be excepted from 
any sale.” The executors dis-
charged their trust, as their 
deed to Samuel Harwood 
included all the tracts above, 
“the burying ground excepted 
where the deceased Capn. 
John Adamson and his wife 
and family lay inter’d within a 
Stone inclosure.”  The Gittings 
family, in turn, maintained the 
burying ground and the ease-
ment protecting it for as long 
as they owned the property—
the next 70 years.
 Gittings enlarged his land 
holdings in the area four-fold 
by the year 1800, with pur-

Samuel Harwood ran this advertisement for several months 
in 1784 before his plantation, located in what is now North-
wood Park, sold.  At the time he owned 20 slaves who lived 
in the “Negro quarters” on the property, probably in three-
walled log structures with dirt floors, open to the elements on 
one side.  An advertisement placed by trustees to sell the late 
Captain John Adamson’s house here 12 years earlier described 
it in more detail, and noted that the sale included all “the land 
on which the deceased lived (the burying Ground excepted.)”
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(continued on page 13)

My Experiences Driving for Uber in Washington, D.C.
By Sam Leibowitz
 “It’s a crazy idea;  it will 
never work,” I replied to my 
friend Mel when he first told 
me about Uber.  We were 
at an Orioles game in Balti-
more and he whipped out his 
phone and opened the Uber 
app, showing me the mov-
ing cars on the screen.  When 
he told me that, if I want, I 
could leave the game early 
and go home because he could 
simply “Uber” back to Silver 
Spring, I was skeptical.  He 
explained to me this amazing 
technology—how anyone with 
a smartphone can get a ride 
at any time of the day to go 
anywhere, without having any 
cash on them—but I totally 
discounted it.  Getting into a 
random stranger’s car didn’t 
seem like a practice most 
Americans would agree to do.
 Little did I know how 
wrong I was!  When I real-
ized that all my friends and 
neighbors are using Uber, I 
warmed up to the idea.  But, 
rather than riding as a pas-
senger, I was more attracted 
to driving for Uber and mak-
ing good money.  I decided 
to give it a try and become 
an Uber driver.  I signed up 
through a link by another 
Uber driver (that way both 
he and I received a nice $500 
bonus ), and I passed a safety 
and background check.  I was 
ready to give my first ride.
 In the year that I have 
been driving for Uber, it has 
turned out to be one of the 
best working experiences I’ve 
ever had.  Earning a good sal-
ary while using cutting-edge 
technology to help people 
is very satisfying.  I’ve met 

interesting people from all 
walks of life—foreign diplo-
mats, doctors, professional 
actors, musicians and danc-
ers, hilarious tourists, a sci-
entist who studied mice, a 
Congressional chief of staff, 
Georgetown University’s 
athletic director, and plenty 
of couples out on a date.  It’s 
somewhat of a mystery:  who 
will get into my car, whether 
they will be quiet or talkative, 
and, in the latter case, what 
we’re going to discuss.
 Every person has a story, 
and I always learn something 
new from passengers, regard-
less of their background.  I 
once drove a couple in their 
twenties who decided to cel-
ebrate their three-year an-
niversary of dating by going 
to a Kanye West concert.  I 
had never heard a Kanye West 
song, so they were happy to 
share with me why they like 
him, and they played on their 
smartphone one of his hits, 
“Runaway.”  I also enriched 
their musical taste.  It hap-
pened to be the birthday of 
Czech composer Antonin 
Dvorak (one of my favorite 

composers) and his music 
was playing on my radio.  We 
talked about how Dvorak 
stayed true to his ethnic roots, 
but at the same time loved 
African-American spirituals 
and Native-American music, 
incorporating those melodies 
into his symphonies.  Fasci-
nated by this composer, the 
couple immediately down-
loaded some of Dvorak’s 
greatest hits—the Slavonic 
Dances and the New World 
Symphony.
 Another great aspect of 
working for Uber is the flex-
ibility.  Not only am I my own 
boss, but it’s quite convenient 
to be able to go out and earn 
money at any hour of the day 
or night.  Uber does not re-
quire any minimum hours, 
and I’m able to fit the “Uber-
ing” into my week, whether 
I’m super-busy or have a lot of 
free time.
 I often meet tourists and 
visitors, and I like to recom-
mend great sites to tour and 
good concerts to check out.  
As a resident of the Washing-
ton, D.C., area for 12 years, I 

Sam Leibowitz and car with its Uber sticker are ready to roll.
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(continued from page 11) (continued from page 12)

am familiar with several off-
the-beaten-path places, such 
as walking across the Key 
Bridge at night, and visitors 
appreciate getting these kinds 
of tips.
 Geographic sites are not 
the only items you can pro-
mote.  Uber allows you to 
promote to your passengers—
albeit with tact—your own 
business.  So whether you are 
a tutor (as I am), a contrac-
tor, or a DJ, you can drive for 
Uber and become an “Uber-
preneur”!  Uberpreneurs—as 
the name suggests—are cre-
ative people who use their 
verbal skills to promote the 
business they own or a service 
they provide while driving for 
Uber.
 Even if you don’t own a 
business, driving for Uber will 
widen your horizons.  Wheth-
er it was the Ethiopian care-
taker, the Lebanese doctor, or 
the Pakistani professor, I have 
had many great conversations 
with people from a multitude 
of backgrounds.  It turns out 
that Ubering promotes good 
relations between people of 
different ethnicities and reli-
gions.
 Passengers often ask 
me about working for Uber.  
Based on my experiences, if 
you own a car that’s a 2001 
model or newer, you’re a safe 
driver, and curiosity is your 
middle name, it’s well worth 
trying out because it’s a re-
warding endeavor, both so-
cially and financially.
 [Sam Leibowitz lives on 
Eisner Street.  He can be 
reached at s.leibowitz999@ 
gmail.com.] n

‘Ubering,’ cont.

chases from Josiah and Ann 
Trundle and the Beall heirs.  
His lands stretched from the 
present site of Northwood 
High School to St. Berna-
dette’s, from Bladensburg 
Road (now University Boule-
vard) to nearby—and in some 
places to—the Northwest 
Branch.
 In the deeds that were 
recorded, Gittings identified 
himself as a planter, but, as 
early as 1792, the papers for 
one transaction included a list 
of supplies—barrels, molasses, 
brandy, peaches—that sug-
gest he had started distilling 
liquor.  In 1800, his name ap-
peared on a list of tavern keep-
ers licensed in Montgomery 
County.  “Gittings Tavern” was 
frequently named as a land-
mark in newspaper advertise-
ments in the following twenty 
years for notices of stray 
horses, runaway slaves, and 
real property sales.  Its exact 
location is not yet determined, 
though it was a common prac-
tice for taverns of this age 
to operate from the keeper’s 
house.
 The most direct statement 
of its location came in 1817.  
Lawyer Augustus Taney con-
ducted a trustee’s auction of 
property “adjoining the land of 
Thomas Gittings, whose Tav-
ern stands on the road lead-
ing from Montgomery Court 
House to Bladensburg, about 
10 miles from Montgomery 
Court House and the same 
distance from Washington and 
Georgetown.”  Taney (whose 
older brother was later Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court 
and wrote the Dred Scott 

decision) held the auction at 
Gittings Tavern.  The highest 
bidder was Thomas Gittings, 
the only son and heir of Benja-
min Gittings.
 Thomas Gittings was just 
19 in 1805 when his father 
passed away and he inherited, 
with his mother Jemima, the 
estate, which reflected the 
family’s substantial position 
and possessions.  Their inven-
tory of his property included 
the usual plantation tools, 
livestock, and assorted belong-
ings of little value, but also a 
cherry dining table with six 
leather-bottom chairs, a dozen 
earthenware plates with blue 
and green edges, a set of pew-
ter plates and basins, six silver 
teaspoons, a dressing glass, 
and “34 lights of sash with 
5 pains [sic] of glass,” items 
that to most country dwellers 
at the time would be luxuries.  
Also included was a long list of 
those in debt to Gittings and 
the tavern.  This part of the 
family’s income was reflected 
in the listing of three stills 
with copper and silver worm 
(or lines) and tub, along with 
cider hogsheads, molasses 
and brown sugar, nutmeg, and 
jugs of whiskey and rum.
 The Gittings’ main income, 
however, was made possible 
by the labor of the dozen 
slaves whose names, sex, age, 
and value were the first entries 
in the inventory.  Apart from 
land (which was not included 
in the inventory), these twelve 
people were the most valuable 
property owned by the Git-
tings, and made up 25 percent 
of the personal estate’s value.
 [To be continued in the 
next issue.] n

History Corner(s)
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Capital One, N.A.
Kemp Mill Branch
1327 Lamberton Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20902

301.649.2051  Tel
301.593.3852  Fax
800.655.2265

Customer Service

Maureen Carrington
NMLS ID 196628
Maureen.Carrington
        @CapitalOne.com
Relationship Banker
Notary Public
Medallion Guarantee
Lending Specialist

Cat & Small Pet Visits
Private Dog Walks

Vacation Visits
Dog Boarding
…and MORE!!

Silver-Spring.
FetchPetCare.com

Named to 
Washingtonian’s 2011 

Best Pet Care List!

301-850-1274
We’ve Got Your Tail 

Covered, Northwood!!

Letter to Leggett
 Concerned about the dread-
ful condition of the roads in our 
community?  Fed up with MC-
DOT repaving promises that are 
never fulfilled?  Then join with 
your neighbors and hold our of-
ficials accountable.  Add your 
name and comments to the letter 
on the back of this issue, then 
bring it to the NFCCA meeting on 
Thursday, October 13th (see p. 1).
 We have invited the Direc-
tor of MCDOT to experience our 
roads for himself and to discuss 
repaving with the community.  
We will also collect your letters 
at the meeting, then stamp and 
mail them for you.  (You can also 
mail it yourself, if you prefer.  
Remember to sign it!)
 Please also consider sending 
an email to the County Council.  
Go to the NFCCA website (nfcca.
org) for an online version of this 
letter you can edit and email. n

è

Karen Boyer Piano Lessons
Celebrating over 30 years of sharing the joy of music!

Karen Boyer has been teaching piano for over thirty years 
throughout the East Coast.  She received her Bachelor’s 
of Music from Boston University with a concentration in 

Piano and Music Education, followed by her Masters Degree 
from the University of Maryland.  She uses a wide variety of 

teaching methods to keep lessons interesting and fun.
Enjoyment in piano playing is one of the main goals!

Lessons offered for all levels!
Lessons are offered for all levels and age groups,

including children, teens, and adults.

301-891-3535
karenbmusic7@verizon.net

Located in the Neighborhood, in Forest Knolls

http://www.CapitalOne.com/
http://www.FetchPetCare.com/
mailto:karenbmusic7%40verizon.net?subject=Piano%20Lessons%20%28As%20Seen%20in%20the%20Northwood%20News%29
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TO:

 Mr. Isiah Leggett 
 Montgomery County Executive
	 Executive	Office	Building
 101 Monroe Street, 2nd Floor
 Rockville, MD  20850
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 Date: ___________________________________

 Printed Name: ___________________________________

 Address: ___________________________________

  ___________________________________

Mr. Isiah Leggett
Montgomery County Executive
Executive Office Building
101 Monroe Street, 2nd Floor
Rockville, Maryland  20850

Dear County Executive Leggett,

I am a resident of Northwood-Four Corners, and I am asking you to direct MCDOT to 
replace and reconstruct the pavement in our community.  As the MCDOT website says, 
“Road maintenance is a basic tenet of good governance.”

I wish to bring to your attention the horrendous condition of the roads in our communi-
ty.  Potholes, cracked and subsiding pavement, crumbling asphalt, and drifts of patching 
compound combine to create dangerous situations for drivers, bike riders, and pedes-
trians alike.  These dangers increase with every heavy rainstorm, and whenever large 
trucks or buses come through the neighborhood.

In fact, MCDOT’s own 2015 paving condition index shows most of our streets as “poor,” 
“very poor,” or “serious.”  For the past three years, we have been promised repaving, 
only to be told that funding ran out before MCDOT could get to us.

This February, MCDOT staff told us that Phase 1 repaving would begin this summer 
and, because we were scheduled to be the first repaving project of the season, the money 
would definitely be available.  In fact, MCDOT assured us that the money for this project 
had already been encumbered, and that the project would encompass the total removal 
and replacement of pavement (i.e., not patching).  Instead, our streets are now being 
marked for patching later in the fall.

We are asking you to fulfill the promise of “good governance” in our community.  To that 
end, we also ask that you direct MCDOT to reveal how the funds originally encumbered 
for this project were spent.

   Sincerely,


