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Date Change: 
Next Meeting on 
Tues., 8 October
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Tuesday, 8 October 2013, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Forest Knolls 
Elementary School.  This 
is a change from our usual 
second-Wednesday schedule; 
FKES was unavailable.  The 
school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).  This is our an-
nual membership meet-
ing, when we elect officers for 
the coming year.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting.) 
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Zoning Code Rewrite Update
[The following was excerpted 
from a 15 September 2013 
email from County Council 
Member At-Large Marc El-
rich.  It has been edited to fit.]
 In May 2013, the Planning 
Board sent its draft rewrite of 
the Montgomery County Zon-
ing Ordinance to the County 
Council for review and adop-
tion.  This 400-page docu-
ment would fundamentally 
change the way we plan and 
zone in Montgomery County.
 For decades, the County’s 
master planning process 
has served us well; in fact, 

we have achieved a national 
reputation for good planning.  
We have accomplished this by 
encouraging the full partici-
pation of residents, business 
owners, and others concerned 
with the outcome of land 
use decisions in the master-
planned areas.  This process 
has given the County Council 
a sound basis for exercising its 
zoning authority in a way that 
manages desirable changes 
and retains the characteris-
tics essential for preserving 
the existing, well-established 
neighborhoods that make 
Montgomery County a place 
where people want to live.
 The proposed zoning 
ordinance breaks with the 
master planning process as we 
know it.  In fact, it turns the 
relationship between master 
plans and zoning upside-
down.  Instead of master 
plans managing change which 
is then enacted through the 
zoning ordinance, the new 
zoning ordinance dictates 
change.  In addition to provid-
ing the clarifying, simplify-
ing changes requested by the 
Council, the new zoning ordi-
nance codifies an entirely new 
approach to growth and in-
tensifies development through 
countywide adoption of a 
new land-use table and new 
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(continued on page 4)



2 October	2013		Northwood	News

 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
online, at any Assn. meeting, 
or mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood	
News

President’s	Message Join One or Both 
Of the NFCCA’s 
Two List Serves
NFCCA General List Serve
    Subscribe: nfcca-sub-
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): nfcca@
yahoogroups.com

Northwood Parents List Serve
    Subscribe (send an email 
to): northwoodparents-sub 
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): northwood 
parents@yahoogroups.com 

A Heroine in Our Very Midst
By Carole Ann Barth
 I often joke that the tag-
line for our community is:  
“Whatever you’re interested 
in, we’ve got someone for 
that.”  Truly, we have a wealth 
of residents with interesting 
skills and many of our neigh-
bors work or volunteer to 
make the world a better place.  
One of my happiest tasks as 
President of the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation is 
the opportunity to recognize 
such Community Heroes.  Re-
cently, the Federation recog-
nized the staff and volunteers 
of Intergenerational Bridges, 
a mentoring program for 
ESOL (English for Speakers of 
Other Languages) students in 
elementary, middle, and high 
school as Community Heroes.
 Many of the students are 
recent immigrants and the 
goals of the program are to 
help students adjust to life in 
the U.S., to develop students’ 

English skills, and to boost stu-
dents’ self-esteem.  Volunteers 
meet with the same student 
each week to spend time talk-
ing, reading,and playing games 
in English.  Lesson plans, ma-
terials, and on-site supervision 
are provided by staff from the 
JCA Heyman Interages Center.
 Over the last 25 years, 
Interages programs have 
brought together over 30,000 
children and older adults in  
more than 100 schools and 50 
senior facilities.  So what does 
this have to do with North-
wood-Four Corners?  Our own 
Mary Ann Larkin (Cavalier 
Court) is the Program Coor-
dinator for Intergenerational 
Bridges.  For more informa-
tion on the program or to vol-
unteer, go to: www.accessjca.
org/article/214/programs/
jca-heyman-interages-center/
jca-heyman-interages-center-
programs or talk to Mary Ann 
next time you see her. 

 Hello, Neighbors.  I hope you had a wonderful summer.  
Family, friends, and blessedly mild weather are key ingredi-
ents to, what I hope, was a super season for you.
 Now, as we move into Autumn, I would like to encour-
age you to participate in the Civic Association’s activities.  
We won some battles (saving the champion Black Walnut 
Tree and saving millions of dollars) but lost the war to pre-
serving Rachel Carson Meadow.
 This year we have several items which will affect this 
community.  Bus Rapid Transit (Is this good for Four Cor-
ners?), new Zoning Master Plan for Four Corners, and get-
ting our neighborhood roads repaved are some of the topics 
we will delve into this year.
 Also, there will be some openings on the NFCCA Board 
this year.  So come to the meetings, join the Board, get in-
volved, and make Northwood-Four Corners-Forest Knolls 
the best community it can be!!

—Brian Morrissey
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association meets five 
times a year, in October, De-
cember, February, April, and 
June.  Officers until Oct. are:

President
Brian Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
merc259@verizon.net

Vice President
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
loveyourhome123
     @yahoo.com

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Secretary
Steve Petersen
10828 Margate Road
301.593.1597
sap108@verizon.net

At Large
Gregory Daniel
10416 Mountain Quail Rd.
301.458.0423
greg_daniel@yahoo.com

Kaleen O’Connor
219 University Blvd., W.
703.507.7158
mangotree95
     @hotmail.com

Carolyn Van Dyck
10702 Ordway Drive
301.244.5371
jkvandyck@aol.com

Immediate Past Prez
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

By Jacquie Bokow and Linda 
Perlman
 Regency Centers—a “na-
tional property owner, opera-
tor, and developer” which also 
owns Woodmoor Shopping 
Center—recently purchased 
the Shoppes of Burnt Mills, 
where Trader Joe’s and Cali-
fornia Tortilla are located, 
from Four Corners, LLC.  The 
sale price was $13.6 million.
 Four Corners, LLC, an 
affiliated entity of Bethesda-
based Finmarc Management, 
Inc., the shopping center’s 
original developer, is owned 
by David Fink and Marc Solo-
mon, who both grew up in our 
neighborhood.
 Regency Centers only 
put up $2.7 million of the 
$13.6 million total for the 
31,316-square-foot neighbor-
hood center; the remaining 
$10.9 million was paid by 
an unnamed “co-investment 
partner.”  Trying to discover 
the silent partner has proved 
problematic.  Neither David 
Fink at Finmarc Management 
nor Devin Corini, Regency’s 

vice president of investments, 
responded to calls and emails 
requesting information about 
the undisclosed investment 
partner.
 Legal records show that 
the shopping center was pur-
chased by Columbia II Burnt 
Mills Shopping Center, LLC, 
a Delaware limited liability 
company formed on 31 Janu-
ary 2013 and registered in 
Maryland on 11 June 2013. 
The sole member of the pur-
chaser, Columbia II Burnt 
Mills Shopping Center, LLC, 
is Columbia Regency Partners 
II, LLC, which is managed 
by Regency Centers, L.P., a 
Delaware limited partner-
ship. The general partner of 
Regency Centers, L.P., is Re-
gency Centers Corporation, 
a Florida corporation.  The 
shopping center purchase was 
accomplished under a Ground 
Lease; the underlying land is 
owned by the Leisner Family 
Limited Partnership, a Florida 
limited partnership.
 Wonder why it’s such a big 
secret! 

Woodmoor Owner Buys Shoppes 
Of Burnt Mills for $13.6 Million

The owners of Woodmoor Shopping Center—plus an undis-
closed partner—have purchased The Shoppes of Burnt Mills.
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classifieds

Linda Campo is a neighborhood Mary Kay 
Independent Beauty Consultant. Accept 
her offer for a free skin pampering session! 
301-717-4928, lcampo@marykay.com.

SEEKING?  SELLING?  BUYING?  Place a 
classified ad in an issue of the “North-
wood News” and reach every one of 
your 1,480 neighbors, all for only $15.

zones that would supersede or 
undermine the language and 
recommendations in all of our 
existing master plans.
 If you haven’t already 
done so, I encourage you to 
become familiar with the 
proposed changes and how 
they may affect you.  Here are 
some links you may be inter-
ested in:
   The draft revised 
zoning code [www.mont-
gomeryplanning.org/devel-
opment/zoning] sent to the 
County Council by the Plan-
ning Board in May 2013.  If 
you want to see how the new 
zones would be applied in 
your community, Park and 
Planning has an interactive 
map [www.mcatlas.org/zc] 
to find out about current and 
proposed zoning categories.
   What others think 
about the proposed 
changes.  Some neighbor-
hood and civic associations 
have been following the re-
write and identifying issues 
that they believe need closer 
review. Links that may be 
of interest are the Neigh-
borhood Montgomery list 
serve letter [https://groups.
google.com/forum/#!topic/
neighborhood-montgomery/
OVvzUEY-kuo] and this im-
portant information from 
the Citizens’ Coalition for 
Responsible Growth [CCRG, 
http://wearemoco.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/09/
CCRGConcernsZoningRe-
write20130910.pdf], posted 
on the WeAreMoCo web site 
[http://wearemoco.org/
zoning-rewrite-concerns-
neighborhoods].

 Since 14 June 2013, the 
Council’s Planning, Housing, 
and Economic Development 
Committee (PHED) has held 
several worksessions [www6.
montgomerycountymd.gov/
csltmpl.asp?url=/content/
Council/Zoning_Rewrite_in-
dex.asp] to review the pro-
posed rewrite.  Three more 
work sessions remain, on 17, 
20, and 27 September.  All of 
these sessions will be televised 
on County Cable Montgomery 
(CCM); Comcast and RCN 
customers can watch the work 
sessions on channel 6 and 
Verizon customers on channel 
30.
 The review process has 
been extended to allow ad-
ditional public input.  The 
PHED Committee’s recom-
mendations on the rewrite 
will be made available by 11 
October; a public hearing on 
those changes is tentatively 
scheduled for 12 November.  
If you are interested in weigh-
ing in, you may want to sign 
up to testify once the public 
hearing is scheduled and/or 

call or write to councilmem-
bers to let them know your 
views on the proposed chang-
es.  After the public hearing 
the PHED Committee is ex-
pected to hold additional work 
sessions to consider the new 
testimony.  The full Council is 
expected to begin its workses-
sion early in 2014.
 If we all work together, we 
can adopt a zoning code that 
not only simplifies and clari-
fies the existing code but does 
so without undermining the 
approved and adopted master 
plans that have served Mont-
gomery County’s communities 
well.  We are always at our 
best when we work collab-
oratively to find the best way 
forward.
 [Elrich welcomes your 
feedback on this issue.  Con-
tact him at 240.777.7966 or 
via email at councilmember.
elrich@montgomerycoun-
tymd.gov.] 

Zoning Code Rewrite Update
(continued from page 1)

Montgomery County Council 
Member Marc Elrich
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Our listings sell at an average of 104% of list, in an average of 8.2 days!

Our buyers save 3% more with us!

Put our Experience & Expertise to work for you. 
Contact the Tamara Kucik Team today!

HGTV’s Featured Realtor & Real Estate Expert
#1 Silver Spring Realtor since 2009

Top 12 of Long & Foster’s 14,000 Agents
www.tamara4homes.com

     
301.580.5002 c. 202.966.1400 o.
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How to Tell a Copperhead from a Harmless Snake
By Jacquie Bokow
 Some of our neighbors 
have spotted copperhead 
snakes along the Northwest 
Branch Trail.  Here are some 
facts you should know about 
these predators.
 Copperheads are pit vi-
pers, poisonous snakes named 
for the two heat-sensing pits 
between their eyes and the 
nostrils which are used to 
locate prey.  Copperheads 
feature the triangular head 
peculiar to pit vipers which 
is, as you might have guessed, 
copper- or rust-colored.
 Copperheads are usually 
colorful and strikingly pat-
terned snakes, with darker, 
chestnut-colored bands (some 
say hourglass-shaped) alter-
nating with much lighter ar-
eas, but their shading can also 
run to dark gray with brown.  
This camouflage is its protec-
tion and hunting advantage.
 These venomous reptiles 
prefer to live in heavily wood-
ed areas—like the Northwest 
Branch Trail—among rocks, 
or near streams or ponds 
where prey is plentiful.  Fa-
vorite hiding places include 
stone walls, sawdust, garden 
mulch or compost piles, un-
der decaying stumps, in wood 
piles, under abandoned build-
ing debris, and under large 
flat stones.
 It is an ambush predator, 
preferring to hide and launch 
a surprise attack.  The copper-
head serves an essential ser-
vice, as it feeds on birds, rats, 
mice, voles, and other small 
mammals, and amphibians, 
such as frogs, lizards, caterpil-
lars, even cicadas.
 Copperhead snakes can 

mate in both fall and spring. 
They are capable of breeding 
every year, and give birth to 
live young from late summer 
to early fall.  As few as three 
or as many as 18 young are 
born alive (not hatched from 
eggs), but the typical litter size 
is 10 to 12 young.  Newborn 
copperheads are colored and 
patterned like adults, except 
for the last inch or so of the 
tail, which is bright yellow.
 When threatened, the 
snake will freeze in place, 
hoping the danger will pass 
without seeing it.  Do not try 
to kill them, as this how most 
people get bitten.  People 
rarely die from copperhead 
bites, but you should seek 
medical attention.

Sure It’s a Copperhead?
 Some harmless snakes are 
mistaken for this pit viper.  
Here’s a checklist of copper-
head characteristics:
   Thick, stout body (not 
skinny).
   Brown/rust/orange in 
color or dark gray with darker 
brown, with wide, irregular 
bands that are much darker 
than the alternating bands.
   Heart- or triangular-

shaped head.
   Two-toned head, with the 
top darker than the bottom, 
with a horizontal division be-
tween the two behind the eye.
   Slit pupil, not round (you 
shouldn’t be getting close 
enough to tell!).  Snakes with 
slit pupils are most active at 
night, those with round pupils 
during the day.
 Do the darker areas have 
a very dark border on the edg-
es?  Does the lower half of the 
face have vertical lines?  Are 
the pupils round?  Then it’s a 
harmless water snake, not a 
copperhead.
 Does it have little con-
trast between the bands with 
the very dark border on the 
edges, a coffin-shaped head, 
round pupils, head covered 
with intricate markings, and 
a slender body?  Then it’s a 
corn snake, completely harm-
less and the most common pet 
snake in the country.
 In October, the copper-
head retreats to its under-
ground den to hibernate until 
late February or early March, 
so local sightings should cease 
until spring.
[Sources: copperhead-snake.
com, outdoorbasecamp.com.] 
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For All Your
Real Estate Needs, Call

Maureen Bovich

Serving Northwood, Forest Knolls, &
Kinsman Residents For 15 Years

Office Direct:  301 388-2625
Cell: 301 502-0601
Email: jmbovich@aol.com

•• Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed ••
12520 Prosperity Drive, Suite 105, Silver Spring, MD 20904 • 301-388-2600

*Short Sale    **Foreclosure

Active & Under Contract Listings in Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman
As of 9/15/2013

    Full Half
Active List Price Style Bedrms Baths Bath
423 Belton Rd $325,000  Rambler 3 2 0
1205 Caddington Ave $425,000 Raised Rancher 5 2 0
507 Dennis Ave $825,000 Colonial 6 4 0
10408 Edgewood Ave $298,000 Rambler 1 2 0
10609 Edgewood Ave $439,000 Rambler 4 2 0
411 Eisner St $399,000 Split Level 4 2 1
205 Hannes St $384,900 Rambler 3 2 0
320 Hannes St $390,000 Colonial 4 2 1
423 Kerwin Road $379,900 Rambler 4 2 0
319 Ladson Rd $429,000 Cape Cod 3 1 0
800 Malta Lane $395,000 Rambler 4 2 0
320 Pinewood Ave $530,000 Cape Cod 4 2 0
211 Thistle Dr $359,900 Colonial 4 2 1
832 Loxford Terrace $399,900 Colonial 4 2 1

CONTRACTS on the following properties:
305 Dennis Ave $449,000 Rambler 4 3 0
821 Caddington Ave $369,000 Split Level 3 3 0
1000 Caddington Ave* $225,000 Rambler 5 2 0
10308 Colesville Rd $274,990 Traditional 3 1 1
317 Ladson Rd* $279,900 Cape Cod 4 1 0
709 University Blvd W* $300,000 Split Foyer 4 2 1
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Fighting for Our Neighborhood: Dealing with Graffiti
By Richard Suchoski
 The “broken window 
theory,” introduced by social 
scientists James Q. Wilson 
and George L. Kelling in 
1982, posits that maintaining 
urban environments (fixing 
broken windows, towing away 
broken-down vehicles, dispos-
ing of litter, cleaning graffiti, 
etc.) stops further vandalism 
and escalation to more serious 
crime.  Fix the problems when 
they’re small and vandals are 
much less likely to do further 
damage.  Which means each 
of us, as individuals, has the 
power to stem urban decay for 
the good of the community.
 You may have seen silver 
marker script or the spray-
painted words or numbers 
on some street signs in our 
neighborhood.  I have set 
out to halt this local de-
facement around my 
home.  Even though 
I have “only” 
rented houses on 
Lockridge for over 
six years, I consider 
this neck of the woods 
my home.  Since joining the 
listserv, I have heard reports 
of theft, break-ins, and—far 
less frequently—cases of 
domestic abuse, but 
graffiti is a lasting 
mark inviting 
more crime to the 
area.
 Why do people do 
it?
   For respect, though they 
are not respecting the prop-
erty of others.
   For love, though spending 
the money on flowers or a gift 
rather than spray paint would 
earn more points as a more 

suitable show of affection.
   For marking territory, giv-
ing power to those who do not 
have the interest of the com-
munity in their hearts.
   For expression, usually 
political or racist.
   For destruction, probably 
out of anger over their home 
situation.
 Graffiti, from the Greek 
word “graphien” which means 
to write, actually means mul-
tiple scribbles, whereas “graf-
fito” is for a single scribble.  
It is unauthorized creations 
of marker pen, aerosol paint, 
mechanical, or acid etching.  
Graffiti is harmful in that it 
chemically destroys the sur-
face on which it is applied, 
and also attracts more graffiti 

which, in turn, attracts more 
crime which lowers prop-

erty values and further 
demoralizes com-

munity spirit.  It 
can be viewed 
as stealing 

since it takes 
time and money 

otherwise directed to 
other projects out-of-

pocket for homeowners 
and from taxes from the 

community.
 There is some 

debate whether 
graffiti should 
be left alone as 

artistic expres-
sion. The difference 

between graffiti and 
tagging is intent, both 

are still painting vandal-
ism, and should be punished.

Solutions
   Report it.  Call the police 
non-emergency line, 301-

279-8000, as soon as you see 
it.  Without statistics of how 
often and how hard a com-
munity is hit, the problem will 
not be perceived.
   Clean it.  Eliminating 
graffiti as soon as it appears 
makes it easier to remove 
and reduces the risk of van-
dals doing it again.  Common 
techniques for graffiti removal 
include painting, sanding, 
scraping, disinfectants, chem-
ical graffiti removers, power 
washing, abrasive blasting, 
and graffiti removal gel.
   Prevent it.  A clear lac-
quer coating on the sign, as 
is on earlier installed signs 
in the neighborhood, makes 
it easy to clean the graffiti 
without touching the intend-
ed sign.  Removing graffiti 
as soon as it is reported is 
the best prevention against 
further graffiti.  Natural de-
terrents—such as landscap-
ing with shrubs or thorny 
plants—can help to restrict 
vandal access, as can fencing 
and controlled entrances and 

Suchoski deals with graffiti.

(continued on page 9)
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52-Year Run for Social ‘Northwood Women’s Club’
By Jacquie Bokow
 Their bylaws declared 
that their object would be “to 
unite women for the purpose 
of mutual benefit and interest 
in educational, civic, social, 
philanthropic, and moral 
measures for individual and 
community efficiency.”  The 
members of the Northwood 
Women’s Club took this goal 
to heart, often holding social 
events that raised money for 
charity.
 According to Ginny Moats 
(Kerwin Road), three wom-
en—Lila Bartlett (Edgewood 
Avenue), Doris Gallagher 
(Ordway Drive), and Shirley 
Hamilton (Ordway Drive)—
belonged to the Silver Spring 
Junior Women’s Club which, 
in the late 1950s, had a regu-
lation that members could 
only belong until they turned 
35 years of age.  “Those girls 
didn’t want to join the [Silver 
Spring] women’s club with all 
those old ladies,” said Moats, 
“so they decided they would 
start their own club.  So they 
got in touch with ladies in the 
neighborhood.”
 First organized in 1959 
with 14 charter members (in-
cluding Moats and my own 
mother, Mif Cochran), the 
club’s long-term support of 
various heart groups made 
the members decide in 1983 
to call themselves “The Club 
With a Heart.”  By 1990 the 
club had 35 active members.
 At the beginning, they met 
at each others’ homes, then 
at Marvin Methodist Church, 
then at the rec center.  Their 
newsletter, the “Northwood 
Notes,” came out monthly 
from September through May, 

when the club met.
 “We met once a month,” 
said Moats, “and we had 
speakers.  We did a lot of 
craft things,  we could take 
ballroom dancing (the men 
came for that), and a couple 
of bridge groups, one with 
the husbands, and the other 
group with just ladies.  Then 
we always did some charitable 
things.  We had a card party 
once a year as a fund raiser.”
 In the club’s early years, 
the members would meet in 
the evenings; in later years, as 
the women grew older, they 
started daytime meetings.  
Once a year, in the spring, 
the club had a luncheon 
someplace special, like Argyle 
Country Club or Normandy 
Farms restaurant.
 “We always had a special 
Christmas meeting,” said 
Moats.  “Good speakers, too, 
sometimes.”
 The club finally disbanded 
in 2011 after 52 years.  Why 

did it cease to exist?  Moats 
attributed it to attrition.  “Ev-
erybody has died or moved 
away,” she said.  “We had so 
few people.  [Members] had 
moved to Leisure World, and 
we didn’t get any new mem-
bers.  People brought in their 
friends there, [but] it was no 
longer local.  People get older 
and they don’t do that any-
more.”
 Stay-at-home parents will 
understand what the club did 
for them.
 “It was a social outlet for 
us,” she said. 

The club’s newsletter, called 
the “Northwood Notes,” came 
out monthly.  The final edition 
was dated 29 October 2010.

The Graffiti Guy

exits.  Limit access to roofs by 
moving bins away from walls 
and covering drainpipes to 
prevent vandals from scaling 
them.  Consider using uneven 
wall surfaces like pebble dash-
ing or flint work and install 
security lighting and CCTV 
cameras.
 Don’t clean graffiti on 
public signs.  I do, and it is an 
act of vigilantism.  If I were to 
damage the sign in any way, 
I would be responsible for 
graffiti, however accidental. 
And if you are to clean graf-
fiti on your own property, you 
should always seek expert 
advice, since chemicals or 
pressure washing can damage 
surfaces further.
 Do report graffiti as soon 
as you see it.  I did for defaced 
stop signs; an officer came 
out later that morning, took 
notes, and the stop signs were 
replaced within a week. 

(continued from page 8)
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Requiem for the Trees
By Carole A. Barth

“The tree which moves some to tears 
of joy is in the eyes of others only a 
green thing that stands in the way.”
—William Blake, 1799, The Letters

“We abuse the land because we 
regard it as a commodity belong-
ing to us.  When we see land as a 
community to which we belong, we 
may begin to use it with love and re-
spect.”—Aldo Leopold

“A tree’s a tree.  How many more 
do you need to look at?”—Ronald 
Reagan

 By the time you read this, 
irreparable damage may have 
been done to the grand old 
trees in Rachel Carson Mead-
ow.  As I write this, we are 
seeking a temporary restrain-
ing order to stop construc-
tion of the soccer field.  This 
would allow for a hearing on 
the Maryland-National Capi-
tal Park and Planning Com-
mission’s (MNCPPC’s) failure 
to follow the Forest Conserva-
tion Law.  The Forest Con-
servation Law protects forest 
stands as well individual 
specimen trees.  In this case, 
however, a minimum of 26 
Priority Protected (i.e., speci-
men trees) may be destroyed 
or severely damaged because 
MNCPPC has not followed 
the same rules others are ex-
pected to meet.
 As you may remember, 
we filed a formal request for 
reconsideration of MNCPPC’s 
decision to grant Montgom-
ery Parks a variance to the 
Forest Conservation Law for 
the construction of the soccer 
field in North Four Corners 

Park.  We took this approach 
because (1) Parks could not 
construct the soccer field as 
planned without the variance, 
(2) the variance was granted 
on incorrect information, 
(3) the planned construction 
wantonly destroys significant 
trees, (4) the walnut tree is 
unlikely to survive construc-
tion and use of the field, and 
(5) Parks incorrectly asserted 
they would lose reasonable 
and significant use of the 
property if they could not 
build the field.
 In other words, both the 
decision to grant the vari-
ance and the approved Forest 
Conservation Plan are deeply 
flawed.  One major flaw has 
to do with how the plan delin-
eates the Critical Root Zones 
(CRZs) of the park’s specimen 
trees.
 CRZ protection regula-
tions were created because of-
ten trees that were saved from 
the bulldozers died anyway.  
Most commonly this occurred 
because of unseen damage 
to the roots.  Compacting the 
soil by running heavy equip-
ment over tree roots or even 
just storing building supplies 
under a tree can slowly kill 
the tree.  Thus, the regula-
tions specify that the Critical 
Root Zones of Protected trees 
are not to be disturbed by 
construction activities.
 The Forest Conservation 
Plan for North Four Corners 
Park, however, inaccurately 
depicts the CRZ areas of all 
the Protected trees, showing 
them as 33 percent smaller 
than the regulations require.  
(This is kind of like under-
reporting your income to the 

IRS so you can pay 33 percent 
less taxes.)
 Let’s take the black wal-
nut tree as an example.  Ac-
cording to the regulations, 
and based on the tree’s diam-
eter as listed in the plan, the 
walnut’s CRZ would extend 
in a circle 87 feet out from 
the trunk.  However, on the 
Forest Conservation Plan, the 
CRZ is drawn at only 58 feet.
 This sleight of hand allows 
MNCPPC to claim that only a 
small part (eight percent) of 
the CRZ will be impacted by 
the project.  To add insult to 
injury, the Plan doesn’t even 
protect the roots within this 
under-sized 58 foot CRZ.  The 
variance MNCPPC granted to 
Parks only requires them to 
protect the roots 30 feet out 
from the tree.  Thus, although 
The Forest Conservation Plan 
indicates that the walnut tree 
will be saved, the reality is it 
will most likely die.
 These errors were pointed 
out to MNCPPC in our peti-
tion for reconsideration.  
MNCPPC elected not to re-
consider their decision, yet 
their plans have not been cor-
rected.  Thus, they are know-
ingly flouting the same law 
they have required others to 
obey.
 So why am I telling you 
all of this if it’s too late for 
our trees? Because this is not 
an isolated incident.  It is 
part of a pattern.  Whether 
it’s a materially false Forest 
Conservation Plan, a Storm-
water Management Plan that 
flouts state law, or a “disap-
pearing” road in the MNCP-
PC map book, these are all 

(continued on page 12)
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This black walnut tree is estimated 
to be over 180 years old. The 
Montgomery Co. Parks Department 
plans to build a soccer field on 
its roots. Below are some of the 
historical events that it has lived 
through:

1830  Indian Removal Act
1831  Nat Turner’s revolt
1831  Cyrus McCormick invents the 

reaper
1835  Alexis De Tocqueville’s Democracy 

in America published
1836  Battle of  the Alamo, Battle of  San 

Jacinto
1836  Samuel Colt invents revolver
1837  Michigan becomes a state
1838-1839  The Trail of  Tears
1841  John Quincy Adams argues the 

Amistad Case before the Supreme 
Court

1845  Florida and Texas become states
1848  Wisconsin becomes a state
1848  The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

ends the Mexican-American War
1849  California Gold Rush begins
1857  Dred Scott v. Sandford declares 

that blacks are not citizens of  the 
United States and cannot sue

1859  Harper’s Ferry Raid (John Brown’s 
Raid)

1859  Darwin’s Origin of  Species 
published

1860  Pony Express begins
1860  South Carolina secedes from the 

Union
1861  Abraham Lincoln becomes 

President
1861  Confederate States of America 

(the Confederacy) established in 
Montgomery, Alabama

1861  American Civil War begins at Fort 
Sumter

1862  Gen. Robert E. Lee placed in 
command of  the main Confederate 
army

1862  Lincoln issues Emancipation 
Proclamation

1863  Battle of  Gettysburg
1865  Lee surrenders to Grant at 

Appomattox Court House
1865  Abraham Lincoln assassination
1865  13th Amendment passes, 

permanently outlawing slavery
1866  Ku Klux Klan founded
1869  The First Transcontinental Railroad 

is completed at Promontory 
Summit, Utah

1872  Yellowstone National Park created
1876  Centennial Exposition in 

Philadelphia
1876  Battle of  Little Bighorn
1876  Alexander Graham Bell invents the 

telephone
1877  Nez Perce War
1879  Thomas Edison invents light bulb
1880  U.S. population exceeds 50 million
1881  Clara Barton creates Red Cross
1882  Chinese Exclusion Act and European 

Restriction Act
1883  Brooklyn Bridge opens
1885  Washington monument completed
1888  National Geographic Society 

founded
1889  Oklahoma Land Rush
1889  Johnstown flood in Pennsylvania
1889  Jane Addams founds Hull House

1912  RMS Titanic sinks
1917  U.S. enters World War I
1919  Treaty of Versailles ends World 

War I
1927  Charles Lindbergh makes first trans-

Atlantic flight
1929  Great Depression begins
1932  Amelia Earhart flies across Atlantic 

Ocean
1934  Dust Bowl begins
1941  U.S. enters World War II
1945  Atomic bomb dropped on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki
1945  Japan surrenders, ending World 

War II
1947  Jackie Robinson breaks color 

barrier in baseball
1950  Senator Joseph McCarthy gains 

power, and McCarthyism begins
1950  Korean War begins
1953  Armistice in Korea
1954  Cavalier Drive Co-op houses built 

(Northwood-Four Corners)
1955  Rosa Parks incites Montgomery 

Bus Boycott
1955  AFL and CIO merge in largest U.S. 

labor union
1955  Jonas Salk develops polio vaccine
1961  Vietnam War officially begins with 

900 military advisors landing in 
Saigon

1962  John Glenn orbits the Earth, 
becoming the first American to 
do so

1963  March on Washington; Martin 
Luther King, Jr. “I have a dream” 
speech

1964  Great Society proposed
1964  Civil Rights Act
1965  Voting Rights Act
1965  Medicaid and Medicare enacted
1965  Watts Riot; Detroit race riot (1967); 

“long hot summer” (1967)
1968  Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated
1968  Presidential candidate Robert F. 

Kennedy assassinated
1969  Neil Armstrong walks on the moon
1970  Kent State shootings
1970  Environmental Protection Agency 

created
1973  Skylab launched
1974  Richard Nixon resigns Presidency
1979  Three Mile Island nuclear accident
1990  Hubble Space Telescope launched
1991  The Gulf  War ends in the Middle 

East.
2001  September 11 attacks
2013  Tree roots wedged between a 

soccer field and a parking lot

A Timeline for Our Meadow’s Black Walnut Tree

1890  Yosemite National Park created
1890  Wounded Knee Massacre
1890  National American Woman Suffrage 

Association founded
1892  Sierra Club founded
1896  Hawaii annexed
1898  USS Maine explodes in Havana, 

Cuba, harbor, precipitating the 
Spanish-American War

1901  U.S. Steel founded by John Pierpont 
Morgan

1903  Ford Motor Company formed
1903  First World Series
1903  The Wright brothers make their first 

powered flight in the Wright Flyer
1905  Industrial Workers of  the World
1906  San Francisco earthquake
1909  Robert Peary claims to have 

reached the North Pole
1909  NAACP founded by W.E.B. Du Bois
1910  Boy Scouts of  America chartered



12 October	2013		Northwood	News

signs of an agency that ap-
parently views itself as above 
the law and answerable to no 
one.
 In other words, these are 
countywide issues, not just 
local ones.  It is my hope that 
NFCCA will stand with other 
neighborhoods to see that no 
more trees are needlessly lost 
and to demand that MNCPPC 
treat our communities with 
basic courtesy and respect.  
The citizens (and trees) of 
Montgomery County deserve 
no less.
 Let me also say that 
throughout the 13 years our 
neighborhood has been fight-
ing to save the meadow, it 
has been my privilege to work 
with many of you.  Time and 
again I have been amazed at 
the grace, wisdom, and talent 
exhibited by our residents.  I 
also treasure the fact that, in 
spite of concerted whisper 
campaigns and threats of 

reprisals from the “powers-
that-be,” our neighborhood 
refused to be divided or to 
roll over.  I think we can take 
great pride in what that says 
about who we are.  And that 
is something no bulldozer can 
take from us.

“My heart is glad, my heart is high
With sudden ecstasy;
I have given back, before I die,
Some thanks for every lovely tree
That dead men grew for me.”
V.H. Friedlaender

 We will need volunteers 
to pursue the Countywide 
issues I mentioned and to 
monitor construction in the 
Park to ensure that the dam-
age wrought is no worse than 
what’s allowed.  By helping 
with these projects, and con-
tinuing our efforts to share 
Rachel Carson’s “sense of 
wonder” with our children, 
we will make a fitting requi-
em for the Meadow’s trees. 

By Jacquie Bokow, yet again
 The 2013 graduating class 
at Forest Knolls Elementary 
School decided not to waste 
the last few days of the school 
year.  They officially gradu-
ated on Tuesday evening, 
11 June, in a ceremony at 
Northwood High School.  But 
because school didn’t end 
until Thursday, 14 June, the 
resourceful students spent an 
entire day in community ser-
vice on Wednesday, 12 June.
 Supported by the Mont-
gomery County Department 
of Transportation, the Fifth 
Graders fastened “No Dump-
ing” signage plaques on 
many of the storm drains in 
the NFCCA territory.  These 
students, of course, live in 
the neighborhood or south of 
University; some did a simi-
lar project last summer in 
South Four Corners through 
Girl Scout Troop 4903.
 The storm drain markers 
on neighborhood sewers were 
not the only project that day.  
According to Cecily Thorne, 
chair of the promotion com-
mittee who arranged most of 
the activities taking place on 
the Day of Service, the stu-
dents also:  (1) hosted a lunch 
for the entire staff at FKES, 
(2) made bag breakfasts 
and lunches for the emer-
gency shelter in Rockville, (3) 
spruced up the nature trail 
at the elementary school, (4) 
redid the main courtyard at 
FKES, and (5) helped teach-
ers get their rooms ready for 
summer.
 But, lest you think these 
students are all work, all day 
Thursday, June 13, was party 
time! 

(continued from page 10)

Requiem for the Trees

FKES Fifth Graders Place ‘No Dumping’ Plaques

“No Dumping” signs were affixed to some of the storm drains 
in our neighborhood as part of a “Day of Service” for Fifth 
Graders graduating this year from Forest Knolls Elementary.
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Experience the level of service you deserve. First class.
There’s customer service, and then there’s the level  
of service you deserve. We offer a range of home loan 
programs, including:

• Purchase
• Refinance
• Home equity line of credit
•  Loans for owner-occupied homes, second homes  

and investment properties

We are committed to providing you with a satisfying 
loan experience. We call it first-class customer service. 
But you can feel free to call it well-deserved treatment.

Contact me today.

Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change 
without notice. Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender. ©2009 Bank of America Corporation. 00-62-0111D 02-2013 ARF36B68

Maureen Carrington
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS ID: 196628
301.651.3257
maureen.carrington@bankofamerica.com
http://mortgage.bankofamerica.com/maureencarrington

Annette Vaughan 
Real Estate Agent, REALTOR® 

Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc. 
(O) 301-236-4300 
(C)  240-535-9576 

Annetteforhomes@LNF.com 
www.Annetteforhomes.com 

I am a lifelong resident of Northwood Park and 
very familiar with the benefits and amenities our 
community offers. I am committed to providing 
you with the highest level of professional real 
estate services possible.  

Ask about my  
FREE one-year 

home warranty! 
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Crafters Find a Haven at Freehands in Woodmoor
By Jacquie Bokow
 Those who enjoy creating 
works of art, sewing, knitting, 
quilting, and other crafts have 
a new venue to pursue their 
hobbies.  Freehands Craft 
Studio, on the upper level of 
Woodmoor Shopping Center, 
opened in June.
 “Our mission is to provide 
a space where kids and adults 
can learn handicraft skills 
from local artisans and create 
one-of-a-kind pieces,” said 
owner Kesa Summers.
 Both adults and children 
can try hand and machine 
sewing, knitting, crafting, 
quilting, jewelry-making, card 
making, and mosaics.  Some 
of their offerings are high-
lighted below.
 Story Hour is a story-
and-craft hour for kids ages 
two to five.  A different book 
is read aloud each week; the 
children then make a related 
craft they can take home.  
Cost is only $10.

 If you’re looking for a 
unique birthday party idea, 
check out some offered at 
Freehands:
    Friendship Bracelet 
and Jewelry Party.  Make 
parachute lanyards or brace-
lets, traditional friendship 
bracelets from embroidery 
floss, or other craft projects 
that reflect your child’s in-
terests and abilities (recom-
mended ages seven and up).
    Magician Party.  Make 
magician capes with the on-
site sewing machines (recom-
mended for ages nine and up).
    Superhero Party.  Chil-
dren can make a no-sew cape 
in their favorite colors and 
decorate it with letter or shape 
appliqués (recommended for 
ages five and up).
    Sleepover Party.  Party 
guests make drawstring 
sleepover bags or pillow cases 
for the slumber party later on 
at the celebrant’s own house 
(recommended for ages nine 

and up).
    Princess Party.  Little 
princesses can make tutus and 
headbands with her pals; boys 
can make and decorate prince 
crowns (recommended for 
ages five and up).
 Adults needing a setting 
for showers are welcome, too:
    Baby Shower.  Make 
burp cloths, blankets, and 
bibs for a new arrival.
    Wedding Shower.  A 
bridal party or other group can 
create invitations, center piec-
es, or favors for a wedding.
 “Open Nights” allow 
adults to get pointers on their 
own unfinished projects:
   Open Knit Nights.  
Monthly open knit nights pro-
vide help with a pattern or a 
bit of inspiration with Susque-
hanna Knitting Company 
owner Beth Newman.
   Monthly Open Sew 
Nights.  Come and finish 

(continued on page 15)
Instructor Lisa Haynes shows a beginner’s knitting class how 
to cast on, knit, and purl in their first Sunday afternoon class.

Freehands owner Kesa Sum-
mers with daughter Chloe.
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Interested in a 
Moms Group?
Are you a mom who’s been 
looking to find (or form) 
a new moms group in the 
neighborhood?  If there 
are any new or expecting 
moms who would like to get 
together on a regular basis, 
please contact Melissa at 
melissaorange@yahoo.
com.

those projects that have been 
lying around, or start a project 
you’ve been wanting to get to.  
Each is $10; sewers can bring 
their own machines or use 
Freehands’.
 Looking for a place to go 
out with friends?  Monthly 
Ladies’ Nights rotate fo-
cus on a different craft.  In 
September, they made cards; 
during the summer it was 4th 
of July ribbon wreaths and 
paper flag banners.  (Beer and 
wine available for purchase, 
or bring your own.)
 Tweens and Teens have 
their own beginner’s classes 
after school, with their choice 
of knitting or sewing. There’s 
also a weekly class on Jewelry 
Crafting for Kids.  There are 
classes for any ages in begin-
ning knitting, modern quilt-
ing, and paper crafts.
 Looking for an activity 
to do with your child?  Try 
Adventures in Collage: A 
Parents and Children’s 
Workshop featuring local 
artist Cynthia Farrell John-
son.  Make a collage using 
repurposed wrapping paper, 

solid and patterned colored 
papers, and magazine images 
(supplies are provided, or 
bring your own if you want to 
use something special).
 The Freehands Craft 
Studio is located at 10111 
Colesville Road, in Suite 129, 
upstairs at Woodmoor Shop-
ping Center (take the stairs off 
the main, center arcade).
 If you are a local artisan, 
maker, or crafter and are 
interested in sharing your 
skills and passion with other 
people, please contact Free-
hands owner Kesa Summers, 
freehandscraftstudio@gmail.
com or 240.478.7087.
 “At the heart of Freehands 
Craft Studio is the feeling 
that we all get when we create 
something with our own two 
hands,” said Summers.  “It’s a 
mixture of pride, satisfaction, 
and excitement.  Through 
shared creativity, I want to 
facilitate and encourage that 
feeling in other individuals 
and the overall community.”
 See their full schedule 
of classes and prices at their 
website, freehandscraftstu-
dio.com. 

Arts & Crafts 
Show Planned
 Speaking of crafts, for the 
first time, the NFCCA is at-
tempting to organize an arts 
and crafts show and sale.  
Current plans are to hold it 
at Forest Knolls Elementary 
School, but other venues may 
be considered.  Possible dates 
might be late November/De-
cember of this year (for a holi-
day show, where folks could 
buy gifts) or next spring or 
even later next year.  It will all 
depend on how soon it can be 
pulled together.
 If you are—or know of—a 
local artist or craft person who 
might be interested in par-
ticipating, please let us know.  
Details will follow as partici-
pants are lined up.  Watch for 
notices on the listserv or in 
future issues of the News.
 And, if you’re an artist or 
crafts person, start working 
now on your artwork and craft 
items, so you’ll have plenty for 
the show!
 For more information, or 
to volunteer to help, contact 
Anna Jalickee (Loxford Ter-
race), asofiaj@yahoo.com. 

(continued from page 14)

New Crafts Store at Woodmoor

Those who sew will find machines aplenty and at the ready.
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Holistic	Health

Part 1 in a Series

Preventing Cancer in Pets:  Feeding Your Pet
By Anna Pritchard
 Recently two friends told 
me that they had to put their 
beloved dog to sleep because 
their pet had cancer.  Our ani-
mal friends can’t live as long 
as we do, but they can live 
longer and healthier lives than 
many of them do, and can 
avoid the pain and misery of 
cancer and its treatments.  
 Many veterinarians are 
taking additional train-
ing in holistic, preventive, 
complementary and alter-
native methods of natural 
healing such as nutrition, 
homeopathy, acupuncture, 
chiropractic care, massage, 
flower essences, etc.  These 
treatment methods are help-
ing pets live longer, healthier, 
happier lives, utilizing gentle, 
nontoxic therapies.  There is 
now the American Holistic 
Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion (AHVMA) and several 
holistic veterinarians are writ-
ing books and are dedicated 
to educating the public about 
these therapies.
 When I heard about so 
many pets having cancer, I be-
came really interested in what 
was causing it and what mea-
sures could be taken to pre-
vent it.  I had already read a 
lot about natural pet care and 
had a couple of good resourc-
es, especially Dr. Pitcairn’s 
Complete Guide to Natural 
Health for Dogs and Cats 
[R.H. Pitcairn, 3rd Edition, 
2005, Rodale]; The Royal 
Treatment, A Natural Ap-
proach to Wildly Healthy Pets 
by Dr. Barbara Royal, DVM 

[2012, Atria Books, N.Y.]; a 
lecture given by Dr. Chris-
tina Chambreau, DVM, who 
founded the Academy of Vet-
erinary Homeopathy, entitled 
“7 Keys to Healthy Animals”; 
and a consultation with my 
own cat’s holistic veterinarian.  
Preventing cancer in pets can 
be divided into three impor-
tant areas:  feeding the proper 
diet, vaccinating the least, and 
avoiding and eliminating ex-
posure to toxic environmental 
chemicals.  So, this issue, let’s 
talk about diet.

Feeding the Proper Diet
 Dr. Barbara Royal says, 
“Diet turns out to be vastly 
more predictive of health or 
disease than any other factor 
in an animal’s life.”  She found 
that animals in the wild, when 
not exposed to environmental 
chemicals or toxins, did not 
get sick because they were 
eating their proper diet and 
living the proper lifestyle for 
their species.  Dogs and cats 
in the wild do not cook their 
meat or veggies, or use a knife 
to debone their prey.  They 
also eat all of the organs and 
glands, getting the hormones 
and nutrients that they may 
miss in the diet we feed them.  
Therefore, the best diet for 
dogs and cats is antibiotic-, 
chemical-, and hormone-
free raw meat, including raw 
bones, and pureed raw and 
some cooked veggies such as 
organic carrots, dark leafy 
greens, zucchini, and/or broc-
coli, a small amount of low-
sugar fruits, such as organic 

apples and blueberries, and a 
few nutritional supplements 
(calcium, if no bones are 
eaten, is critical, and some 
antioxidants and vitamins and 
minerals).
 However, if your pet al-
ready has cancer or is immu-
no-compromised, cook the 
raw food (of the same high 
quality) in the oven at 225 de-
grees just until the meat has 
changed color throughout to 
rid it of any pathogens that 
may affect a sick animal.  Al-
though most do, there are a 
few cats and dogs that do not 
tolerate raw food for several 
reasons.  In that case, Dr. 
Royal recommends cooking 
the food.
 Grains (wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, rice, corn, etc.) are not 
good for most animals.  Dogs 
and cats do not have the en-
zymes to digest them and may 
have a food allergy reaction to 
them that you may not be able 
to outwardly detect which de-
presses their immune system 
and may cause other health 
problems, so “grain-free” food 
is best.  If your pet already has 
cancer, definitely eliminate 
grains from their diet because 
my holistic vet and others say 
that the cancer will feed on 
the carbohydrates in grains.
 Many pets also need pro-
biotics (the good bacteria 
found in the intestines that 
are responsible for many 
necessary chemical reactions 
in the gut) and digestive en-
zymes if they are eating all 
cooked foods.  Dr. Christina 

(continued on page 17)
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Chambreau says, “Dogs and 
cats should not be fed dry 
foods, especially cats.”  All 
the holistic vets’ information 
I have read or listened to, 
agrees with that.  Dr. Cham-
breau says on her website, 
www.myhealthyanimals.
com, “Never feed dry food to 
cats, even as treats.”  It causes 
most cats to drink more wa-
ter, resulting in stress to the 
kidneys and can also trigger 
bladder problems, which are 
common, in cats.
 My cat’s holistic vet told 
me that, even if the cats do 
drink more water, water must 
be pulled into the digestive 
tract from the body to moisten 
and digest the dry food.  This 
leaves the cat in a state of de-
hydration, which harms the 
kidneys and can lead to kid-
ney failure, which is the cause 
of death in many cats.  In the 
wild, cats get most of their 
water requirements from their 
food, not from drinking water.
 Dr. Barbara Royal gives 
other reasons why dry food is 
not good for dogs and cats in 
her book.
 Some of these reasons are:  
most contain grains; dry food 
is processed at a high tem-
perature (extrusion), which 
produces two carcinogenic 
chemicals—heterocyclic ami-
nos and acrylamides—that en-
courage cancer development; 
dry food may contain “animal 
by-products” which are the 
parts of our meat which, after 
being inspected, are discarded 
and sold to pet food compa-
nies.  These parts can be dis-
eased or contain tumors, etc.
 Also, my holistic vet ex-

plained that pet food should 
always be purchased at a 
health food store, not at the 
grocery store or even a pet 
store because health food 
store brands are superior, 
even human grade, made 
without artificial preservatives 
or chemicals.
 Taking it even further, if 
it is possible, feed organic or 
antibiotic-, hormone-, and 
pesticide-free food to your pet 
because these toxic ingredi-
ents encourage cancer devel-
opment.  Always read labels to 
be sure the food does not con-
tain artificial preservatives, 
chemicals, or colors.
 I realize that the raw food 
diet may be hard for some 
people to feel good about, es-
pecially vegetarians like me, 
but because the quality is so 
superior, you can purchase 
it and cook it in the oven us-
ing the above instructions.  
That is what I am doing, and I 
mix it with some high quality 
canned food.  I may eventually 
start using the raw diet exclu-
sively for my cat in the future.
 When changing your pet’s 
diet to raw food, be sure to 

follow some recommenda-
tions on how to make the 
transition.  The books and 
websites of the veterinarians I 
have mentioned should have 
the guidelines.
 Three good stores that 
carry superior quality raw and 
canned pet food in our area 
are Mighty Healthy Pet in 
College Park, which is owned 
by My Organic Market and 
is in the same row of stores 
on Rhode Island Ave.; Bark! 
in the same shopping center 
as Trader Joe’s on Colesville 
Rd.; and The Big Bad Woof in 
Hyattsville and Takoma Park, 
Md.  Some good brand names 
of raw food for dogs and cats 
are Aunt Jenny’s, and Primal.  
There are other ones also, but 
these are two that my cat’s ho-
listic vet has recommended.
 If you make homemade 
food, be sure to use a good 
recipe that contains the prop-
er proportion of ingredients, 
calcium to phosphorus ratio, 
some organic vegetables and 
fruits, and some vitamins and 
minerals.
 Also, give your pets pure 
spring or filtered water.  Tap 
water has a number of chemi-
cals—including fluoride—that 
are harmful to pets.

[Anna R. Pritchard—a Regis-
tered Nurse, Doctor of Natu-
ropathy, Montessori Teacher, 
Nutritional Counselor, Ho-
meopathic Prescriber, and 
soon-to-be Licensed Massage 
Therapist, who trained in 
reiki for animals this sum-
mer, and is working towards 
becoming a Certified Nu-
tritional Consultant—lives 
on Ladson Road and can be 
reached at annarpritchard@
aol.com.] 

Holistic	Health

(continued from page 16)
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Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Uber Alles
By Jim Zepp
 As I have written in pre-
vious issues of the NFCCA 
newsletter, the County con-
tinues to aggressively pursue 
the approval of a County-wide 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
System.  A BRT uses large, 
articulated buses which pre-
dominantly operate on exclu-
sive lanes with stops about a 
mile apart to maximize their 
travel speeds and on a fre-
quent schedule to be attrac-
tive for riders.  While I have 
been a user and advocate for 
mass transit services for over 
40 years, it is a great concern 
when only one transit alterna-
tive is pushed as a solution for 
almost every major roadway 
in the County to the exclusion 
of other options and possibly 
to the detriment of the exist-
ing transit services and the 
impacted communities, which 
are primarily in the urbanized 
Down County areas.
 On 11 July, the Mary-
land-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission 
(MNCPPC) approved its draft 
version of the Countywide 
Transit Corridors Functional 
Master Plan (available at 
www.montgomeryplanning.
org/transportation/high-
ways/brt.shtm).  It recom-
mends a network covering 
over 70 miles which includes 
the following roads:
   Georgia Avenue from Sil-
ver Spring to Olney (broken 
into North and South seg-
ments);
   Rockville Pike from the 
D.C. line to Little Seneca 
Creek (broken into North and 
South segments);
   New Hampshire Ave. from 

the D.C. line to the Colesville 
Park and Ride lot;
   North Bethesda Transit-
way from White Flint Metro 
to Montgomery Mall;
   Randolph Road from 
Route 29 to the White Flint 
Metro Station;
   University Boulevard from 
Langley Park to Wheaton 
Metro Station;
   Colesville Road from the 
Silver Spring Metro Station to 
Burtonsville;
   Viers Mill Road from 
Wheaton Metro to Rockville 
Metro; and
   The Corridor Cities Tran-
sitway from the COMSAT 
facility in Clarksburg to the 
Shady Grove Metro Station.
 The document was then 
submitted to the County 
Council for its review and 
probable approval sometime 
this Fall.  During the Summer, 
the Council scheduled public 
hearings on the Plan for 24 
and 26 Sept.

So Why Should You Care?
 The approval of this Mas-
ter Plan commits the County 
to the construction of an ex-
tensive BRT system that could 
be very expensive to taxpayers 
and potentially damaging to 
neighborhoods, local busi-
nesses, and property owners, 
while many important details 
about its design, operations, 
and financing remain unde-
termined.  Because there is 
no readily available source of 
construction funding for any 
of the proposed routes as well 
as other major transportation-
related projects, the rush to 
approve this Master Plan is 
unnecessary and premature.

 However, the designation 
of roadways such as Coles-
ville Road and University 
Boulevard as BRT routes in 
the Countywide Transit Cor-
ridors Master Plan overrides 
any provisions concerning 
the character of these roads 
in any local Master Plans and 
gives the County Department 
of Transportation the author-
ity to acquire property as 
BRT Right-of-Way whenever 
it suits their needs if con-
struction funding becomes 
available.  Because the actual 
amount of land needed for 
the BRT routes (this includes 
space for stations, four of 
which would probably be 
built in Four Corners, as well 
as bike lanes and pedestrian 
safety improvements) is to be 
determined later, the homes 
and businesses along the 
roadways could unnecessarily 
be in an uncertain situation 
for years.  This could be simi-
lar to the ICC, which existed 
on paper for years while com-
munities and homeowners as-
sumed that it would not affect 
them until it was announced 
that their houses and yards 
were in jeopardy because the 
ICC was suddenly coming to 
their area.
 Furthermore, the com-
mitment to BRT could drain 
resources away from other 
transportation alternatives, 
many of which could be im-
plemented more quickly and 
at less expense, or from exist-
ing transportation services, 
e.g., the Transit Task Force 
report that recommended the 
BRT System envisioned elimi-
nating 100 Ride-On buses and 

(continued on page 19)
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cutting back Metro bus service 
as unneeded and a way to get 
more money for the BRT.
 Even if the BRT is not 
built, the adoption of the 
proposed Countywide Tran-
sit Corridors Master Plan 
enables intensive develop-
ment projects in locations 
around the County without 
Metro stations, such as White 
Oak.  Consequently, we could 
have the worst of all possible 
outcomes:  more people and 
cars with planned—but not 
implemented—infrastructure 
improvements to serve the 
additional demand.  Wait-
ing to add the BRT routes to 
the County’s commitments 
when it is more likely to afford 
them and accommodate more 
growth would be a more rea-
sonable approach than what is 
occurring.
 Here are some points to 
consider:
1. The BRT is a limited-
stop, long-distance transit 
service that will mostly 
serve the Up County and 
Howard County commut-
ers.  In order to maximize the 
BRT vehicles’ travel speed, 
the stations should be as far 
apart as possible.  This means 
that the closest stations for us 
will probably be at the Four 
Corners intersection and the 
White Oak shopping center.  
Consequently, our residents 
are likely to have to go a half 
mile or more to get to the 
Four Corners BRT stations to 
either travel the two miles to 
the Silver Spring Metro Sta-
tion or the three miles to the 
Wheaton Metro in order to 
transfer to the subway, bus, or 

other BRTs to get to their final 
destinations.  Because there 
are no plans to add parking 
for BRT stations and little 
room for building parking 
lots or garages in the Down 
County, while locations such 
as Burtonsville already have 
ample parking areas, the BRT 
offers little advantage and 
may add to the commuting 
time for most Down County 
residents if local Ride-On and 
Metro bus service is cut back 
or altered to feed BRT sta-
tions.
2. The BRT: The Transit 
Service for the Other Guy.  
Because the BRT planning has 
focused on roadways rather 
than the routes people take 
to complete trips, many us-
ers will have to do multiple 
transfers, which is usually an 
unacceptable travel option.  
One Council staff person, who 
seemed inclined to support 
the BRT, readily admitted 
that he would not use it to get 
from his home in White Oak 
to his job in Rockville because 
it would require getting from 
his house to New Hampshire 
Ave. to catch the BRT, trans-
ferring at White Oak to the 
Colesville BRT, transferring at 
Four Corners to the Univer-
sity Boulevard BRT, transfer-
ring at Wheaton to the Viers 
Mill BRT, and disembarking 
at the Rockville Metro Station 
to walk the half mile to get to 
the Council building when he 
can otherwise drive his car 
to the Beltway and I-270 to 
Rockville in substantially less 
time and inconvenience.  Very 
few people are lucky enough 
to have a straight line between 
their homes and work places, 
even less when trips to day 
care, shopping, gyms, or other 

errands are added in.
3. The BRT: Bad for Cli-
mate Change and Energy 
Efficiency.  Because the BRT 
uses large buses that run ev-
ery five or 10 minutes, it can 
be energy-efficient compared 
to cars during rush hours, but 
it is the exact opposite dur-
ing non-rush hours (which is 
most of the day and evening) 
when the vehicles are not 
at full capacity.  In order to 
maximize BRT vehicle travel 
speeds, intersections without 
traffic lights are blocked for 
cars making left turns, which 
means that many drivers 
will have to go to intersec-
tions with traffic lights for 
entering or exiting neighbor-
hoods along BRT routes and 
greater travel distances for 
trips as well as more conges-
tion for the affected streets.  
A 1999 study of a transitway 
on Colesville Road concluded 
that the Level of Service (LOS) 
would drop an additional 
category due to measures to 
promote BRT operations as 
compared to doing nothing.  
So any gains by adding the 
BRT will be offset by its nega-
tive impacts on traffic conges-
tion and reductions in local 
bus service that would cause 
more residents to not only 
drive, but to drive further dis-
tances.
4. BRT:  The Unwelcome 
Guest That Won’t Leave.  
Although where the County 
would obtain the billions 
needed to build and operate 
the BRT System are to be de-
termined, the County’s resi-
dents and businesses are the 
likely revenue source, since 
there seems little interest in 
pursuing Federal funding and 

BRT Uber Alles
(continued from page 18)

(continued on page 20)
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the projected revenues from 
the recent increase in the 
State gas tax are already being 
spent.  Because the County 
is already at its property tax 
limits, special tax districts 
that could be applied to areas 
within a half mile or one mile 
of a BRT route are the likely 
solution.  The Council held a 
special meeting this Summer 
to discuss this as a request 
for the next State Legislative 
session.  Looking at the map 
of proposed BRT routes, it is 
clear that the Down County 
will shoulder the majority of 
the BRT costs (possibly both 
construction and operating 
expenses), while much of the 
upper and western parts of 
the County will not.  Unless 
the County finds another way 
to uniformly increase the tax 
burden of residents and busi-
nesses, this will tilt property 
values away from BRT-im-
pacted areas and towards the 
wide open spaces of the Ag 
Reserve.
5. BRT:  If I Had a Ham-
mer, You Would Look 
Like a Nail.  Although a BRT 
can be an appropriate solution 
in certain circumstances, BRT 
advocates seem unwilling to 
consider any other alterna-
tives for reducing traffic con-
gestion.  Despite increasing 
levels of traffic congestion in 
our area during the 23 years 
that I have lived in Four Cor-
ners, local bus service has 
been cut back several times, 
with reductions in service fre-
quency as well as routes.  The 
travel times of long-distance 
commuters from far northern 
locations such as Burtonsville 

and Fredericksburg could 
be reduced more by extend-
ing express bus service that 
travels on I-95 than by using 
a BRT on Route 29 or I-270 
instead of a BRT on Rockville 
Pike.  However, these options 
are not being considered, 
while Route 29 and Rockville 
Pike are pushed as the first 
priorities for the BRT treat-
ment.  Strangely, the major 
north-south corridor for 
which no BRT is proposed is 
Connecticut Ave., which has 
no Metro service or alterna-
tive high speed Interstate 
highway paralleling it.  If the 
planning took into consider-
ation what might be the most 
appropriate approach to traf-
fic congestion in each of the 
corridors rather than how to 
jam the same solution into as 
many roadways as possible, 
this might be a legitimate 
planning effort instead of a 
cookie cutter application of a 
favored alternative.
6. After the Silver Spring 
Transit Center, You Want 
to Do What?  The proposed 
BRT System would be the 
most extensive and compli-
cated network of routes in the 
world. Most cities that have 
BRTs involve single routes 
that do not intersect and radi-
ate from a central downtown. 
The proposed BRT System in 
Montgomery County would 
involve multiple intersections 
with BRT routes, Metro, the 
Purple Line, and other bus 
services.  It would include 
giving BRT vehicles priority 
at many major intersections, 
which would affect traffic 
light timing as well as altering 
traffic flow for other vehicles 
(including other buses and 
BRTs) across much of the 

County.  All of this would be 
attempted by largely the same 
agencies and managers that 
could not successfully build a 
one-and-a-half story garage 
for buses for only $90 million 
(now $120 million and climb-
ing).  There are several BRT 
routes (the Corridor Cities 
Transitway, Viers Mill, and 
North Bethesda Transitway) 
as well as the Purple Line that 
are yet to be built, but are ap-
proved, reflected in their local 
Master Plans, and millions 
have been spent on planning 
with no construction so far.  
This begs the question of why 
not build the projects already 
approved and consider add-
ing more routes if they are 
feasible.  In the meantime, 
implement the small mea-
sures—such as increasing 
local and express bus ser-
vice—that would reduce traf-
fic congestion by providing a 
meaningful transit alternative 
now.
 Because there are well-
funded organizations receiv-
ing money from developers, 
real estate interests, and other 
private sources to actively 
campaign for the BRT, County 
residents need to express 
their concerns on this issue 
before decisions are made 
that will commit the County 
to pursuing a single alterna-
tive for future transportation 
improvements and billions in 
taxes to make it happen with-
out a clear understanding of 
the specific impacts on traffic 
and neighborhoods.
 Here’s who to contact:
Council District 5 Member
   Valerie Ervin, 240.777. 
7960, councilmember.ervin@
montgomerycountymd.gov

(continued from page 19)
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Gary Macdonald    RE/MAX Town Center
“Your Neighbor    Your Realtor”  Since 1998
(Office) 301.598.2500    (Cell) 202.369.1659

Gary.Macdonald@Remax.net    www.GaryMacHomes.com

Real Estate Snap Shot
Northwood, Forest Knolls, & Kinsman Farm

Yearly Sales Comparison
2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

Normal Dist. Normal Dist. Normal Dist. Normal Dist. Normal Dist.

# Sales 38 6 44 14 29 8 43 14 35 13

Avg. $ $387,000 $278,000 $358,000 $269,000 $342,000 $265,000 $364,000 $288,000 $355,000 $267,000

DOM 30 27 61 101 69 136 48 59 81 111

 *  Normal – A “Standard” Real Estate Transaction
 *  Dist. – Distressed Sales (Short Sales, Foreclosure/Bank-Owned Homes)
 *  DOM – Days on the Market
 *  2013 Sales Statistics are Through September 16, 2013

For your FREE Market Analysis of your home, please contact me and see how I can show you how to get the 
Maximum value for your home.  Whether you’re looking to sell, purchase, rent, or invest, give me a call.

for qualified 
Pepco MD customers

* from Pepco utility

 Energy Audits 
 ONLY $100 

Ask us 
how to get
$2,000*

in cash rebates

improvements
for efficiency

EXCESS MOISTURE?EXCESS MOISTURE?

COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?

HIGH ENERGY BILLS?HIGH ENERGY BILLS?

EXCESS MOISTURE?EXCESS MOISTURE?

COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?

HIGH ENERGY BILLS?HIGH ENERGY BILLS?

•  Air Leakage Test Using a Blower Door 
•  Detailed Visual Inspection with Infrared 

Camera Scan
•  Furnace and Water Heater Performance 

and Safety Tests
•  Customized Report With Energy Savings 

Estimates, Cost Estimates, Photos, and 
Contractor Referrals

•  30 Minute Report Review With Your 
Auditor

•  FREE Follow-up Safety and Performance 
Test

The Comprehensive Home 
Energy Audit includes:

Ask About Our Energy Audits for Apartment and 
Condominium Buildings

Ask About Our Energy Audits for Apartment and 
Condominium Buildings

(240) 396-2141  •  www.ecobeco.com

HOME
PERFORMANCE

WITH
ENERGYSTAR

ENERGY EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

Buisness owned by Northwood Resident
Reuven Walder

Business owned by Northwood Resident
Reuven Walder
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By Paula Bienenfeld, MoCo 
Civic Federation
 The Civic Fed is teaming 
up with the Sunlight Founda-
tion, the Montgomery County 
Taxpayers League, and the 
Parents’ Coalition of Mont-
gomery County for our first 
annual “Hackathon,” #hack-
Montgomery.  The hackathon 
is tentatively scheduled for the 
weekend of 26-27 October.

 What is a hackathon?  A 
hackathon is a concerted ef-
fort to collect, or “scrape” data 
available from, in our case, 
Montgomery County, and 
make the data available in an 
easy to use format.
 Here are two examples we 
have come up with:
1. Bus Routes.  Ever try 
to figure out how to get from 
point A to Point B using the 

Hackathon Coming This Month!

By Carolyn Van Dyck
 The Northwood Book 
Group marked a successful 
and enriching first year in 
May 2013.  Ably organized 
and coordinated by Esther 
Starobin, the Group is at-
tended by an enthusiastic, 
collegial, and well-read group 
of neighbors who recommend 
the books to be discussed each 
month and enjoy very infor-
mative reviews of the stories, 
and the relevance of the char-
acters revealed.
 The Group’s reading 
schedule for this fall session 
begins 19 September with The 
Kitchen House by Kathleen 
Grissom, followed by Caleb’s 
Crossing by Geraldine Brooks 
on 17 October.  On 21 Novem-
ber, they’ll discuss Dear Life, 

Book Group Invites New Members
short stories by Alice Munro, 
and on 16 January 2014, the 
Group will review The Sol-
dier’s Wife by Margret Leroy.
 All books chosen are 
available from Montgomery 
County Public Libraries, so no 
purchases are required.
 The Northwood Book 
Group meets the third Thurs-
day of the Month at 7:30 p.m. 
at a volunteer member’s home 
in the neighborhood.  New 
readers are welcomed, even 
if you have not been able to 
read the book beforehand; 
shared thoughts abound!  If 
you would like to attend and 
be notified of meeting dates, 
book titles to be reviewed, 
and locations, contact Es-
ther Starobin at erstarobin@
gmail.com. 

Ride-on website?  Unlike 
wmata.com, you can’t just 
type in your location and your 
destination and get a route 
online.  This project would 
take the route data and put it 
in a  usable format so it would 
be easy for bus riders to get to 
where they want to go.
2. Filing a Maryland 
Public Information Act 
Request.  Every so often you 
need to file an MPIA at the 
County level to obtain data 
from a County agency.  How is 
it done?  What is the format?  
For many of us, it involves 
writing a letter from scratch 
and figuring out the appropri-
ate official and their contact 
information.  This project 
would create an application 
that would provide an elec-
tronic form to complete, and 
an easy-to-look-up contact 
with his/her information.  In 
addition, the project would 
retain the MPIAs, so we can 
all know if similar, or related, 
MPIAs have been filed.
 Do you have an idea for 
a project for the hackathon?  
Let us know.  We are on twit-
ter, at #hackMontgomery, and 
there will be more informa-
tion on the website, at www.
montgomerycivic.org. 

(continued from page 20)

BRT Uber Alles
At-Large Council Members
   Marc Elrich, 240.777. 
7966, councilmember.elrich@
montgomerycountymd.gov.
   Nancy Floreen, .7959.
   George Leventhal, .7811.
   Hans Riemer, .7964.
Mail: 100 Maryland Av-
enue, Rockville, MD 20850.  
Telephone:  240.777.7900 
(voice), 240.777.7888 (fax). 
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L-R: Joanne Connors, Iris Peabody, Esther Starobin, Mary 
Stone.  (Not pictured: Sandra Figler and Carolyn Van Dyck.)



23Northwood	News		October	2013

You Need The Best Professionals 
The Barbara Ciment Team provides : color 
photo layouts, brochures, visual tours, 
featured Internet listings and general 
advertisements.  Our key to success is our 
ability to deal with all parties, including: 
inspectors, appraisers, lenders, settlement 
attorneys … to help close your transaction.        
“Get Top Dollar with the Barbara Ciment Team” 

SS/Northwood Specialist 
I have been serving the Northwood, Forest 
Knolls and Kinsman Farm area for over 33 years.  
If you are thinking of selling next Spring , we 
need to talk soon!  
 

Call Today for My Free Market Analysis 
I will help you stage and price your home. 

(301) 622-7002 direct 
(301) 468-0606 office 
(301) 346-9126 cell 

barbara@ciment.com 
www.ciment.com 

Associate Broker, Realtor 
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc 

 

Recent Sales in Northwood and Surrounding Areas
as of Close Date of September 16, 2013

ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM SUBDIVISION

10815 Margate Rd $535,000 Split Level 4 3 13 Northwood Park View
10816 Margate Rd $502,000 Split Level 4 2/1 4 Northwood Park View
10216 Edgewood Ave $500,000 Cape Cod 3 2 5 Northwood Park
10306 Edgewood Ave $449,000 Colonial 5 2/1 7 Northwood Park
314 Marvin Rd $444,000 Cape Cod 5 3 5 Northwood Village
200 Marvin Rd $430,000 Cape Cod 4 3 8 Northwood Village
1302 Caddington Ave $427,000 Split Foyer 5 2/1 6 Forest Knolls
136 Southwood Ave $425,000 $1,000 Cape Cod 3 1/1 10 Northwood Park

10208 Edgewood Ave $420,000 $8,400 Cape Cod 3 2/1 7 Northwood Park
403 Eisner St $415,000 $10,341 Split Level 3 2/1 45 Northwood Park
501 Kerwin Rd $412,000 $10,000 Cape Cod 4 2 15 Northwood Village

10711 Lombardy Rd $410,000 $9,500 Rambler 3 2/1 13 Northwood Park View
912 Playford Ln $403,500 Split Foyer 4 2/1 5 Forest Knolls
1017 Loxford Ter $396,500 $11,895 Contemporary 3 2/1 8 Forest Knolls
10915 Lombardy Rd $385,000 Rambler 5 2 5 Northwood Park View
1133 Loxford Ter $380,000 $9,000 Split Foyer 6 2/1 9 Forest Knolls
1117 Loxford Ter $375,000 Split Level 4 2/1 3 Forest Knolls
10909 Hannes Ct $366,500 Split Foyer 5 3 200 Forest Knolls
101 Southwood Ave $360,000 Colonial 3 1/1 9 Northwood Park
305 Irwin St $358,000 Split Level 3 2 5 Northwood Park
112 Southwood Ave $350,000 Rambler 4 2 75 Northwood Park
414 Royalton Rd $347,000 $10,000 Rambler 4 1/1 9 Northwood Knolls
404 Hannes St $345,000 $8,000 Rambler 3 1/1 5 Northwood Village
303 Timberwood Ave $340,000 $10,000 Cape Cod 3 1/1 10 Northwood Park
204 Marvin Rd $335,000 $2,000 Cape Cod 4 3 71 Northwood Village
26 Kinsman View Cir $331,500 Townhouse 4 3 13 Northwood Park View

10108 Lorain Ave $325,000 $13,000 Rambler 2 1 82 Northwood Park
415 Dennis Ave $315,000 $9,450 Rambler 3 2/1 8 Northwood Knolls

10810 Lombardy Rd $313,000 Split Foyer 4 1/1 6 Northwood Park View
1012 Playford Ln $305,000 $12,000 Split Foyer 4 1/2 207 Forest Knolls
305 Dennis Ave $297,000 Rambler 4 1/1 25 Northwood Park

11109 Lombardy Rd $290,000 Rambler 5 2 53 Northwood Park View
207 University Blvd W $290,000 $3,000 Colonial 3 2 66 Northwood Park
802 Caddington Ave $282,500 Rambler 3 3 6 Forest Knolls
417 Eisner St $275,000 Rambler 3 2 0 Northwood Park
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NFCCA 2013-2014 Membership Dues Time Again
 It’s dues payment time 
again!  Membership dues are 
still only $10 per household 
and can be paid using the 
envelope enclosed with this 
issue of the Northwood News 
or in person at any NFCCA 
meeting.  This year dues also 
can be paid by credit card (via 
PayPal) though the civic as-
sociation web site at www.
nfcca.org; click on “Join Us” 
to find the online payment 
form.
 Please note:  If you paid 
your NFCCA dues at or be-
fore the June 2013 NFCCA 
meeting, then your dues were 
applied to FY 2013 (7/1/12 – 
6/30/13) and dues are now 
owed for FY 2014 (7/1/13 – 
6/30/14).  If you paid more 
than $10 ($11 for those paying 

by PayPal, to cover the fee 
they charge), then the excess 
dues have been credited to FY 
2014 dues (7/1/13 – 6/30/14).  
Contact the Treasurer (see 
below) if you need informa-
tion about your dues payment 
status.
 Your membership dues 
to the NFCCA pays for the 
Northwood News newsletter, 
meeting space rental, website 
charges, and—most impor-
tantly—for the civic associa-
tion’s advocacy on community 
and neighborhood issues 
ranging from opposing the 
North Four Corners Park de-
velopment to crime concerns, 
home ownership, parenting 
and education matters, and 
local political issues.  The 
NFCCA’s activities in the past 

year have included repre-
sentation of your interests at 
County budget and planning 
board hearings, the annual 
Meadow Festival, and Neigh-
borhood Night Out (against 
crime) at the Forest Knolls 
Pool.  We hope you will par-
ticipate in the NFCCA’s activi-
ties and join with us to extend 
our activities to neighbors 
who have been less involved 
in the civic association.
 There were 137 paid 
NFCCA members as of June 
30, 2013 (the end of FY 2013), 
which represents nine percent 
of the approximately 1,484 to-
tal households in the NFCCA 
area.  Please let us know what 
your interests are and how we, 
as a civic association, can bet-
ter meet your needs.

Northwood-Four Corners Civic Association
FY 2014 Membership Year Dues Payment

($10 per household)

Name (print): ____________________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________________________

E-Mail: _________________________________________________________

Amount:  $10

Form of payment: q   Cash  [Please do not mail but hand deliver to address below.]

 q   Check  [Make check payable to “NFCCA.”  If your name and
                       address are on check, you needn’t include this form.]
Deliver to:
Linda Perlman, NFCCA Treasurer
1203 Caddington Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901

Not sure if you’re already a member?  Email: LSPerlman@hotmail.com

NOTE:  You can pay via credit card/PayPal through the NFCCA website, www.nfcca.org; an 
extra $1 fee is charged.  Just click on “Join Us” and fill in the online form.

USE ENVELOPE
PLACED IN

THIS ISSUE!


