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Next Meeting
On 11th of April
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 11 April 2012, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Forest Knolls 
Elementary School.  The 
school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).
 Behnke’s nursery donated 
12 Columbines (“Little Lan-
terns,” Aquilegia canadensis, 
a dwarf variety of the native 
flower) for our April meeting 
raffle.  There’ll be homemade 
treats and beverages, too.
 All residents of the 
Northwood-Four Corners-
Forest Knolls area are in-
vited to attend and express 
their views.  Please note that 
only paid members of the 
NFCCA are eligible to vote.  
(Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at the meeting.) 
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Despite Dissent, Council Approves 
Soccer Field for Four Corners Park
By Carole Barth and Jim 
Zepp
 On Tuesday afternoon, 
20 March, the Montgomery 
County Council held a Capi-
tal Improvements Plan (CIP) 
worksession for the Parks De-
partment budget items, which 
included PDF 078706—North 
Four Corners Park.  As we 
have done since 2008, our 
community—along with our 
other Four Corners neighbors 
and sympathetic friends from 
around the County—lobbied 

strongly to have this project 
removed from the budget.   
We want to thank Peggy Den-
nis, President, Montgomery 
County Civic Federation; 
Caren Madsen, Conservation 
Montgomery; Ed Levy, our 
Democratic Precinct Chair; 
Howard Kohn, Commissioner, 
Takoma Soccer; and the many 
Northwood-Four Corners and 
County residents who helped 
with this effort.
 The project’s $5.6 million 
amount will pay for the con-
struction of an adult soccer 
field, a 50-car parking lot, a 
26' high berm wall facing the 
neighborhood, the conversion 
of the existing ballfield into 
a “natural” area, and some 
other minor improvements to 
the park.  It would also elimi-
nate the mature trees and roll-
ing hillside that constitute the 
meadow in the portion of the 
park nearest University Bou-
levard.
 Although Council Mem-
bers Marc Elrich, Valerie Er-
vin, and Nancy Navarro spoke 
strongly in favor of redirecting 
these funds to other CIP proj-
ects given competing needs, 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
community’s opposition, and 
the value of preserving a val-

(continued on page 5)
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit	Our	Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood	
News

President’s	Message Join One or Both 
Of the NFCCA’s 
Two List Serves
NFCCA General List Serve
    Subscribe: nfcca-sub-
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): nfcca@
yahoogroups.com

Northwood Parents List Serve
    Subscribe (send an email 
to): northwoodparents-sub 
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): northwood 
parents@yahoogroups.com 

Hello, Neighbors!
 Spring has sprung on us a little earlier than expected 
this year.  With the warmer weather, we’re all venturing out 
to salvage our weedy lawns, take a walk around the block to 
admire the flowering trees and shrubs, and visit our lovely 
park on Southwood Avenue.  There will be a number of 
community events this season where you can get to meet 
your neighbors:
    An Easter	Egg	Hunt for preschoolers, Saturday, 31 
March @ 3.30 p.m.  (See story on page 8.)
    New residents Kaleen O’Connor and Amilton Da Silvei-
ra, who own ADS Landscaping, will be overseeing a Clean-
Up	of	Rachel	Carson	Meadow and North Four Corners 
Park on 15 April.  (See story on page 13.)
    A Bicycle	Exchange for kids on 28 April (see page 20 
for details).
    The spring Big	Brew by the North Four Corners Brew 
Club on Saturday, 28 April, at 10 a.m. at the Forest	Knolls	
Pool	Community	Flea	Market.  (See stories on page 23 
and below.)
    Our Annual	Lockridge	Creek	Clean-Up comes up 
on 29 April. (See details on page 13.)  Remember, volunteer 
hours can be credited to MoCo service hours.
    Launching of the Northwood	Book	Club, 10 May @ 
7:30 p.m. (see “Neighborly Notes” on page 20 for details).
    Our Annual	Rachel	Carson	Meadow	Festival, fea-
turing the Washington Revels, will be on Saturday, 19 May, 
from 1-4:30 p.m.  (See story on page 9.)  The Revels were 
such hit last time and really contributed to what this com-
munity is all about—fun, friendship, and our need to enjoy 
and preserve our wonderful, magical meadow.
 I look forward to seeing you taking part in these activi-
ties.  We have a great community; let’s make it even stron-
ger and better!

—Brian Morrissey

Community Flea Market @Pool 4/28
 Forest Knolls Pool will be 
hosting its annual Community 
Flea Market on Saturday, 28 
April, from 10:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m.  (Rain date is Sun-
day, 29 April, same time.)
 The gates will open at 
8:30 a.m. for those selling to 
set up in the parking lot.
 It promises to be a lively 
time, with beverages and mu-
sical entertainment.  A food 

truck is coming from Sub Ur-
ban Brothers, which allegedly 
has great sandwiches, includ-
ing vegetarian options.  The 
new North Four Corners Brew 
Club (see page 23) will hold its 
spring “Big Brew” there, too.
 Forest Knolls Pool is at 
11105 Foxglove Lane (between 
Loxford Terrace and Hannes 
Street).  FMI, visit www.for-
estknollspool.com. 
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Cor-
ners Civic Association meets 
five times a year, in October, 
December, February, April, 
and June.  Current officers 
for 2011-2012 are:

President
Brian Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
merc259@verizon.net

Vice	President
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
loveyourhome123
     @yahoo.com

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Secretary
Tiffany Wright
405 Royalton Road
301.328.7380
wright.tiffany@gmail.com

At	Large
Gregory Daniel
10416 Mountain Quail Rd.
301.458.0423
greg_daniel@yahoo.com

M.J. Gallagher
127 Southwood Avenue
301.754.1301
mj.galla@verizon.net

Carolyn Van Dyck
10702 Ordway Drive
301.244.5371
jkvandyck@aol.com

Immediate	Past	Prez
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

By Cathy Kusmin
 Do you want to eat more 
healthfully, support indepen-
dent small farms, protect the 
environment, and purchase 
local produce?  Joining a 
CSA (Community-Supported 
Agriculture) group is a great 
way to do all of that (not to 
mention getting to know more 
neighbors and fostering com-
munity spirit).  My husband 
and I will be hosting a pick-up 
site for Sandy Spring CSA this 
summer at our 
home on Hannes 
St.  You can even 
pick up your 
share on the way 
home from the 
pool this summer 
as we are fairly 
close to the Forest Knolls pool.
 How does it work?  You 
purchase a vegetable share (or 
split a share with another in-
dividual or family) by March 
or April.  The spring/summer 
season runs from Tuesday, 
8 May through Tuesday, 23 
October (25 weeks).  Each 
Tuesday afternoon during 
the season, you pick up your 
share box from our carport 
area between roughly 2-7 
p.m.  The produce comes 
from Lancaster Farm Fresh, 
a cooperative of 80 certified-
organic farms in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  Shares are 
paid for up front, allowing the 
farms to do better financially 
and better plan how much to 
grow.  If you purchase a veg-
etable share, you are also eli-
gible to purchase fruit, flower, 
and herb shares and to par-
ticipate in an online buying 
club, which offers local meat, 
cheese, yogurt, milk, eggs, and 

honey.  Sandy Spring CSA is 
considering offering an egg 
share as well.
 Do you get your choice of 
vegetables?  Each share pro-
vides a selection of all the veg-
etables available that week.  
Sandy Spring’s site offers reci-
pes and cooking tips for those 
vegetables with which you 
may not be familiar.  You may 
also trade for one item in the 
swap box, by replacing it with 
one item from your share box.

 Why choose 
Sandy Spring 
CSA?  A friend 
who has been a 
member for four 
years tells me 
that their pro-
duce is uniformly 

good.  Each share is boxed so 
you don’t have to worry that 
the best produce will be gone 
if you can’t make it until the 
late end of the pick-up win-
dow.  You can split a share 
with another family and de-
cide whether you want to al-
ternate weeks or split the box 
every week.  We can help you 
find others who would like to 
split a share.  Unlike CSAs in 
some areas, you are not re-
quired to volunteer to help out 
on distribution day.
 For further information, 
please contact Cathy and Lo-
rin Kusmin, kusminfam@
verizon.net or 301.593.1672, 
or go directly to the Sandy 
Spring CSA website (www.
sandyspringcsa.com/join).  
You can join online and pay 
by check or e-check.  If you 
want to join online, but need 
assistance figuring out how 
to do so, please contact Cathy 
Kusmin. 

CSA Opens Neighborhood Site
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classifieds

RESTAURANT FOR SALE. 
Rockville. Full Service Kitchen. 
Full Service Bar. $135,000. Call 
Mr. C. 301-593-3919.

COUNTERpOiNT pROdUCTiONS.
Karen devitt, pianist/vocalist, 
provides musical entertainment
for all events. 301-593-9018.

YOUR Ad HERE. Sell an item or a 
service to your 1,485 neighbors. 
A four-line ‘Northwood News’ 
classified costs only $12/issue!






















HJC Landscaping
240-694-7439
hjc8@verizon.net

Yard Clean-Up
Sodding & Seeding

Mulching
Plantings

Power Washing
Bush & Tree Trimming

Fence Work
Retaining Walls

Hauling
Tree & Stump Removal
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ued natural green space for 
our community, the remain-
ing Council Members (Phil 
Andrews, Roger Berliner, 
Nancy Floreen, George Lev-
enthal, Craig Rice, and Hans 
Riemer) voted to retain the 
project in the CIP.  Council 
Member Leventhal expressed 
his position that since he had 
previously voted three times 
in favor of the project, he was 
not going to change his mind.  
Council Member Riemer said 
that his children play on a 
bare field, so spending the 
$5.6 million would solve this 
(apparently confusing mainte-
nance with new construction 
by applying the logic of the 
Madhatter’s Tea Party that 
more fields must be built in 
order to get one in good con-
dition).  The other Council 
Members agreed that, because 
of the previous Council votes 
and the “desperate need” to 
add a soccer field closer to 
University Boulevard, it was 
worth spending this money.
 The Council and Parks 
staff were allowed unlim-
ited access and opportunity 
to present their arguments, 
while the citizens were told 
that they could not speak to 
the issues.  For example, in 
support of the claim of the 
need for more ballfields in 
this portion of the County, the 
staff cited a survey conducted 
last year as part of the Parks 
and Recreation Departments’ 
Vision 2030 report.  What 
they neglected to tell the 
Council Members was that 
this was a survey of agency 
staff.  The same report also 
contains a citizen survey that 

placed a much higher prior-
ity on natural areas and trails 
than more ballfields.  They 
failed to mention that a statis-
tical analysis of neighborhood 
access to ballfields shows the 
southeastern portion of the 
County service, in which our 
community is located, is at 
100 percent level of service 
and other areas are at lower 
levels of service.
 In another stunning ex-
ample of spin doctoring, staff 
claimed that a majority of 
NFCCA residents support the 
proposed soccer field.  The 
staff briefing packet included 
several letters of support, but 
no mention was made of the 
petition to save the meadow 
and oppose the soccer field, 
which was submitted with 
over 600 signatures.
 In our emails to the Coun-
cil, we described all the work 
we are doing to maintain and 
improve North Four Corners 
Park, and offered to create 
a natural playground in the 
Meadow at no out-of-pocket 
expense to Parks.  Sadly, this 
too was completely ignored.  
Most jurisdictions would be 
thrilled to have such commu-
nity involvement, and grateful 
to have the kind of expertise 
offered by our residents.  But 
then, most jurisdictions would 
also recognize the meadow for 
the rare gem it is:  an acces-
sible green oasis in a heavily 
developed, densely populated 
region; a “village green” where 
we come together to celebrate 
and build community.  To 
Parks and the Council, how-
ever, this is just empty space 
that can be easily replaced by 
planting a few trees on the 

existing youth field, and they 
think we should be grate-
ful that they have deigned to 
grant us such “extensive park 
improvements.”
 Earlier in this meeting, 
they discussed various other 
capital projects and the need 
to restore or include various 
items.  This included the con-
struction of the Silver Spring 
Library.  Previously, a top 
floor had been removed as a 
cost-cutting measure.  The 
redesign of the building, how-
ever, cost $2 million to elimi-
nate this additional floor.  The 
Council at this meeting ob-
served the lost opportunity of 
having additional office space 
that might be needed later.  
So the staff were directed to 
explore adding another floor 
back to the building, which 
was estimated to cost about 
$3.6 million.  So, if the build-
ing had been left as it was 
originally planned, $5.6 mil-
lion of taxpayer money would 
have been saved.
 It was noted that the ap-
proved Capital Improvements 
are over $100 million above 
the budget, so there will be a 
meeting to reconcile the avail-
able revenue to the approved 
projects.  This may be the 
final opportunity to remove 
the soccer field from the bud-
get.  If not, other community 
needs will have to wait longer 
and millions more dollars 
will have to be spent for actu-
ally increasing the number 
of ballfields for soccer.  This 
was truly a disappointing and 
shameful experience in poor 
public policy and decision-
making by a Council that can-
not say “No” to staff. 

Giant Soccer Field to Fill Rachel Carson Meadow
(continued from page 1)
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Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life
9912 CoLesviLLe RoAd
siLveR spRing, Md 20901
301-681-0200 • Fax 301-681-8877
carlrutan@verizon.net  •  www.carlrutaninsurance.com

CaRL RUTan InSURanCe agenCY, InC.

erie
insurance®

for qualified 
Pepco MD customers

* from Pepco utility

 Energy Audits 
 ONLY $100 

Ask us 
how to get
$2,000*

in cash rebates

improvements
for efficiency

EXCESS MOISTURE?EXCESS MOISTURE?

COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?

HIGH ENERGY BILLS?HIGH ENERGY BILLS?

EXCESS MOISTURE?EXCESS MOISTURE?

COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?COLD, DRAFTY ROOMS?

HIGH ENERGY BILLS?HIGH ENERGY BILLS?

•  Air Leakage Test Using a Blower Door 
•  Detailed Visual Inspection with Infrared 

Camera Scan
•  Furnace and Water Heater Performance 

and Safety Tests
•  Customized Report With Energy Savings 

Estimates, Cost Estimates, Photos, and 
Contractor Referrals

•  30 Minute Report Review With Your 
Auditor

•  FREE Follow-up Safety and Performance 
Test

The Comprehensive Home 
Energy Audit includes:

Ask About Our Energy Audits for Apartment and 
Condominium Buildings

Ask About Our Energy Audits for Apartment and 
Condominium Buildings

(240) 396-2141  •  www.ecobeco.com

HOME
PERFORMANCE

WITH
ENERGYSTAR

ENERGY EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

Buisness owned by Northwood Resident
Reuven Walder
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The	Energy	Guy

 Insulation helps to keep 
your home warm in the win-
ter and cool in the summer 
by making it more difficult 
for heat to pass through it.  
When the summer sun beats 
down on your roof, insulation 
keeps the heat from moving 
through the shingles, onto the 
attic floor, and into your liv-
ing space.  Conversely, in the 
winter, it keeps the heat in 
your living space in the home 
longer, and prevents it from 
rising through the top floor 
ceiling.
 Remember that insulation 
is not an air barrier unless it 
is “dense-packed.”  This tech-
nique involves pushing insula-
tion into cavities and packing 
it in.  Insulation that is sitting 
on an attic floor does not sub-
stitute for attic air sealing.  I 
recommend that home owners 
do air sealing work first, then 
insulation aug-
mentation second, 
because insulating 
first makes it very 
difficult to air seal 
later.
 Homes built 
50 or more years 
ago had much 
lower standards 
for insulation.  
That’s why many 
homeowners with 
homes from the 
’60s have just 
three to five inch-
es of fiberglass 
insulation in their 
attics.  In these 
homes, moisture, 
age, and subtle 
movement (set-

tling) of the insulation can 
degrade the usefulness of in-
sulation over time.
 One of the easiest places 
to check whether additional 
insulation is needed is in the 
attic.  A quick way to see if 
you need more insulation is 
to measure the depth of any 
insulation on your uncovered 
attic floor.  The recommended 
insulation level for most attics 
in our region is R-49 (about 
13 inches of loose-fill cellulose 
or 16 inches of properly in-
stalled fiberglass batts).
 If your home is older, and 
it has little insulation, then 
you are a great candidate for 
insulation upgrades.  But 
remember to do the air seal-
ing work before insulating!  A 
Home Energy Audit will help 
you identify the right way to 
bring your home up to current 
code in a manner that is safe 

and affordable for you and 
your family.
 Insulation is also typically 
installed in rim or band joists, 
floors over unconditioned 
spaces (like crawlspaces, ga-
rages, and cantilevers), and 
exterior walls.
 Finally, insulation is only 
one piece of the energy puzzle.  
Proper air sealing, duct seal-
ing, and keeping HVAC ap-
pliances well-maintained are 
also critical to energy efficien-
cy by keeping the conditioned 
air inside your house longer.
 [Reuven Walder is Found-
er/Vice President, Ecobeco 
LLC, 2009 Maryland Home 
Performance Contractor of 
the Year and 2010 and 2011 
Angie’s List Super Service 
Award Winner.  Reach him 
at 301.802.7038 or reuven@
ecobeco.com.  He lives on 
Lombardy Road.] 

Getting Back to Basics:  Insulation 101
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 All Northwood-Four Cor-
ners-Forest Knolls families 
with preschool-aged children 
are invited to the Annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt in North Four 
Corners Park, 211 Southwood 
Ave. (at Edgewood Avenue).  
It will be held on Saturday, 
31 March, at 3:30 p.m. (Rain 
Date is Sunday, 1 April, at 
3:30 p.m.)
 Special invited guests are 
the Silver Spring Fire Station 
16 Crew [Saturday only].
 The tentative schedule is 
as follows:

3:30 p.m.
   Parents setup/hide plas-
tic-filled eggs in playground; 
bunny hop and egg-roll activi-
ties in the field while eggs are 
hidden.

   Kids hunt for eggs in play-
ground.
   Snack time/crafts.
   Story time (if time per-
mits).

4:00 p.m.
   Visit by firefighters from 
local station 16 [Saturday 
only].

 Participating families are 
asked to bring:
   BYOB (that’s “bring your 
own basket”)
   20-30 nut-free wrapped 
treats in plastic eggs per par-
ticipating child 
   A nut-free finger-food tray 
of snacks to share with all.
 The event is being orga-
nized by the Mastroianni, 
Nguyen, and Palmaria fami-

Annual Easter Egg Hunt to Be Held in North 4C Park 

lies, who would greatly appre-
ciate if participating families 
help clean up afterwards.
 For more information, 
contact Chi Nguyen, chi_n_
nguyen@yahoo.com. 

The ‘Easter Egg Roll’ at last year’s Hunt was fun for both the little ones and their parents.

Mark Your Calendar
For treats and raffles

at the upcoming
NFCCA meetings!

11	April	2012
13	June	2012

Forest	Knolls
Elementary	School
Be There or Be Square
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By Jim Zepp and Carole 
Barth
 Northwood/Four Cor-
ners/Forest Knolls residents 
and guests will again come 
together to celebrate a cher-
ished neighborhood amenity, 
the Rachel Carson Meadow 
in North Four Corners Park.  
Community members have 
named the park’s six-acre 
meadow area after the famous 
local scientist and author, 
Rachel Carson.  This was in 
honor of her last book called 
The Sense of Wonder, which 
encouraged adults to instill in 
children an appreciation for 
the beauty and magic to be 
found in natural areas.
 The Washington Revels 
will create an interactive 
Spring Festival program as 
part of this event again this 
year.  We gather, rehearse, 
and perform a “mini Revels” 
all in one day—no auditions 
or experience necessary!  

Come by yourself, with a 
friend, or bring the whole 
family—all ages welcome.  To 
join the performers, register 
on the Revels web site (www.
revelsdc.org) by 11 May to 
select your performance or 
production activity.  Everyone 
13 and older can choose to 
sing in the chorus, dance Eng-
lish country style, act in the 
Mummer’s play, play in the 
band, craft props and decora-
tions, help with setup/sign 
in/organization, serve as pho-
tographers/videographers, or 
lend a hand with schlepping/
assembling large props, etc.  
Children ages 6 12 may either 
learn and perform their own 
set, or work on props and 
decorations.
 Later in the afternoon, the 
Revels performers and com-
munity members will come 
together to present the Spring 
Festival celebration, including 
a May Pole dance. 

A Celebration of Community and Nature

2012 Rachel Carson Meadow 
Festival Announced for 19 May

SAVE	the	DATE

Saturday
19 May 2012

Rachel	
Carson	
Meadow	
Festival

1:00-4:30 p.m.

North Four 
Corners Local 

Park, 211 
Southwood Ave.

Sign Up to 
Participate in 

the Washington 
Revels Festival 
Performance

Enter your Dog in 
the ‘Pitting of the 

Pooches’

Try Your Hand at 
Invasive Plants

Arts & Crafts

Volunteers Needed!  
Call 301.593.7863 

for more 
information or to 

volunteer.
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To BRT or Not To BRT—More Questions Unanswered
By Jim Zepp
 The planning for a Coun-
ty-wide Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) aka Rapid Transit Ve-
hicle (RTV) aka Transitway 
system is being fast tracked 
for important decisions antici-
pated by the County Council 
some time next Fall.  A BRT 
uses dedicated lanes on 
which special bus-like ve-
hicles travel in a limited-
stop manner faster than 
cars and other vehicles 
in adjacent traffic lanes.  
The BRT vehicles may 
also leave their dedicated 
lanes for part of their 
route to enter residential 
neighborhoods and other 
locations where dedicated 
lanes may not be practical 
or feasible.  To facilitate 
their travel speed, the BRT 
vehicles may also have the 
ability to control traffic 
lights as they approach in-
tersections.  
 Last year the County 
Executive had appointed 
a Transit Task Force (TTF).  
Its mission is “to advise the 
County Executive on how to 
achieve his vision, and to be 
advocates for developing and 
implementing a world-class, 
county-wide, rapid transit 
system that is safe, efficient 
and effectively moves people 
throughout the county.”  
[www.montgomerycoun-
tymd.gov/Apps/cex/transit]
 Last Summer, the TTF 
issued a report recommend-
ing a network of BRT routes 
that would travel on 16 major 
roadways, including both 
Colesville Road and Univer-
sity Boulevard (see map).  
According to its advocates, 

this would be the most exten-
sive BRT system in the world 
and could serve as a national 
model and resource center for 
other communities consider-
ing similar systems. 
 To attract riders, the new 
BRT vehicles will have to be 
stylish and comfortable and 

offer relatively frequent ser-
vice, unlike the County’s Ride-
On bus system.
 Last Fall, the Maryland-
National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission 
(MNCPPC) began a study to 
determine how the BRT sys-
tem might be implemented 
on the various County roads 
(www.montgomeryplan-
ning.org/transportation/
highways/brt.shtm).  This 
includes whether existing 
traffic lanes, any medians, or 
properties along the rights-
of-way would be used for the 
dedicated BRT lanes; which 
intersections the BRT vehicles 
should be able control traf-

fic lights; and other system 
configuration questions.  The 
construction of the BRT sys-
tem would be done in phases, 
with Colesville Road likely to 
be included in the first phase.  
These recommendations will 
be passed to the TTF, which 
will make its own recommen-

dations to the County Execu-
tive, who, in turn, will present 
a plan to the County Council.  
Currently, some time in the 
Fall is being targeted for the 
Council to vote on this plan, 
which does not leave much 
time for many important deci-
sions.
 For example, the initial 
planning analysis for the 16 
mile Purple Line took more 
than three years. MNCPPC 
has been asked to study, take 
comments, hold hearings, 
and make recommendations 
on the 150-mile BRT system 
in less than nine months.  
Consequently, shortcuts are 

(continued on page 11)
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being taken to meet this very 
ambitious schedule and many 
questions will remain to be 
answered or problems to be 
discovered later for a very ex-
pensive undertaking.
   The BRT dedicated-
lane configuration of ei-
ther using existing traffic 
lanes, medians, or adjacent 
residential or commercial 
properties will have a sig-
nificant impact for areas 
such as Colesville Road 
south of White Oak, where 
the roadway narrows.  The 
final decisions will be deter-
mined by urban and trans-
portation planners, elected 
officials, and the prevailing 
budget conditions.  De-
pending on what is eventu-
ally decided, it could have a 
substantial effect on pedes-
trian safety crossing the af-
fected streets as well as on 
the property owners along 
these roads.
   To travel at optimum 
speeds, the BRT vehicles 
should be able to control traf-
fic lights when approaching 
intersections.  However, this 
disrupts the overall timing 
of red lights along roadways 
and traffic flow.  Potential 
impacts were demonstrated 
in late June 2011 when the 
County’s computer that 
controls traffic light timing 
failed and backups occurred 
all across the County.  When 
asked at the 12 March 2012 
meeting of the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation, how 
the traffic light system would 
deal with these continuous 
disruptions of dozens of BRT 
vehicles traversing the County 

and the possibility of BRTs 
simultaneously approaching 
the Four Corners intersection 
from both Colesville Road and 
University Boulevard, the re-
sponse of the BRT advocates 
was that the engineers will 
have to figure it out.  So either 
the BRT vehicles will oper-
ate at less optimal speeds or 
other vehicles may be subject 
to more congestion.  This was 
the conclusion from a 1999 
study of a proposed transit-
way study for Colesville Road 
which found that the conges-
tion level Four Corners inter-
section would worsen a full 
category as a result of making 
this single change on only one 
roadway.
   How will the construction, 
operations, and maintenance 
of this stylish and attractive 
150-mile system be financed?  
Currently, options such as 
creating a special fund and 
taxing authority are being 
considered, which would iso-
late the BRT from other bud-
geting concerns.  This means 
that it would not be subject to 
any cutbacks when other gov-
ernment spending is reduced 
due to revenue shortfalls.  
Theoretically, it would mean 
that other public transporta-
tion expenses—such as street 
construction and mainte-
nance and other public transit 
services, i.e., Ride-On and 
Metro—would not be reduced 
to pay for the BRT, because its 
funding would be self-suffi-
cient.
 One aspect that seems 
to be suffering from the very 
short timetable is public 
participation.  Even though 
Four Corners will probably 
one of the earliest communi-
ties to be impacted by the 

BRT construction, the clos-
est public hearing is planned 
to be held in Wheaton.  The 
TTF appears to be reneging 
on its originally stated plans 
for public input in its efforts 
to expedite the process to get 
its recommendations to the 
County Executive.  Access to a 
consultant’s concept plan that 
was produced for the TTF that 
contained information related 
to the expected right-of-way 
widths for the BRT lanes has 
been denied when citizens 
following this issue have re-
quested it.
 So while there may be 
benefits to building the pro-
posed BRT system, there are 
many unknowns that may be 
ignored in the rush to get ap-
proval or important details 
that will receive little public 
notice or discussion until after 
it is too late to change mat-
ters.  Expressions of concern 
to the County Executive’s Of-
fice (www.montgomerycoun-
tymd.gov/mcgtmpl.asp?url=/
Content/EXEC/office.asp), 
Council Members (www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/
csltmpl.asp?url=/content/
council/contact.asp), and the 
TTF would at least let them 
know that the rushed and 
poor planning of this major 
public project has been no-
ticed. 
 The Woodmoor-Pinecrest 
Civic Association’s Traffic 
Committee has been actively 
monitoring the progress of 
the BRT’s project planning.  A 
representative of that group 
has been invited to the NFC-
CA’s April meeting to brief our 
community on the status of 
the various studies and meet-
ings and their recommenda-
tions for future involvement. 

To BRT or Not
(continued from page 10)
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Gardening	Matters

By Clare Nielsen Neal
 It’s suddenly spring, 
when homeowners turn into 
landscapers and head to 
Home Depot.  Why not grab 
some colorful flowers, some 
shrubs, a tree?  The choice 
of plants seems endless and 
easy—so easy that we might 
not realize the ripple effects 
the decision can have.
 Long before people lived 
here—when “Northwood” 
was a forest rather than our 
neighborhood—this land 
was home to a complex com-
munity of animals and many 
dozens of species of plants 
that supported those ani-
mals.  These “native” plants 
were—and are—fundamental 
to the ecosystems that to-
day provide us humans with 
all of our needs, from fresh 
water and food to a stable 
climate.
 Today, our human com-
munity here in North Four 
Corners is rich and diverse.  
But our natural community 
is impoverished, supporting 
just a fraction of the species 
of butterflies, birds, amphib-
ians, reptiles, and mammals 
that it once did.  Why?  Be-
cause the land that is now 
North Four Corners supports 
so few of the native plants 
these animals rely upon.  Af-
ter we cleared the forest and 
built our houses, we replaced 
our natural community of 
plants with species from 
far-flung places—yew from 
Japan, lilac from Europe, 
crape myrtle from India (all 
of which can be found right 
here in our own yards).  The 

list of plants from the “global 
garden” goes on and on.  And 
while this may seem benign, 
it is not.  Because these com-
mon landscape plants did 
not evolve together with our 
native animals, few are of 
much use to our wildlife.
 In more recent times, 
here on Belton Road our 
yard was once patrolled for 
insects by an American toad 
and, on warm evenings, we 
could hear the chorus of gray 

Golden ragwort (Packera aurea).  Clusters of purple buds 
burst into bloom in mid-March, bringing a welcome show 
of bright color to the early spring landscape.

An easy way 
to start native-
plant gardening 
is to tuck a few 
natives into an 
established flow-
er bed or bor-
der.  Try golden 
ragwort, which 
is much more 
beautiful that its 
name suggests!  
One of the ear-
liest bloomers 
(mid-March), it 
is covered with 
clusters of bright 
yellow blooms 
that resemble 
small daisies.  Golden ragwort grows about knee-high and 
is easy to please with some sun and somewhat moist soil.  
When happy, it spreads rapidly to form a mounded, nearly 
evergreen groundcover with heart-shaped leaves.
 If you have a spot to try golden ragwort, contact Clare 
(clarenielsen@gmail.com), who has plants to spare!  Find 
out more about native plants at www.plantanative.com.

Native Species Spotlight:  Golden Ragwort

Replanting Paradise in Our Own Backyards 

(continued on page 13)

tree frogs, predicting a sum-
mer storm.  Then a neighbor 
two streets over filled in a 
small wetland, cut down 
trees, and voilà—no more 
toads and frogs!  (I wonder if 
the little brown bats we used 
to see depended upon those 
other species, too?  They, 
also, are gone now.  Could 
this be a reason why our 
mosquito population is so 
high?)

Creative Commons: Flickr.com User dw_ross
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 When we see trees felled 
and wetlands plowed under, 
we might reassure ourselves 
that the animals will just 
move on, find another place 
to live.  But we can no lon-
ger be so sure:  Landscape 
ecologists agree that only 
three to five percent of land 
in the United States’ lower 
48 States remains as undis-
turbed habitat for wildlife.  
As etymologist and author 
Douglas Tallamy says in his 
remarkable book, Bringing 
Nature Home:  “Unless we 
modify the places we live, 
work, and play to meet not 
only our own needs but the 
needs of other species as 
well, nearly all species of 
wildlife native to the United 
States will disappear for-
ever.  This is not speculation.  
It is a prediction backed 
by decades of research on 
species-area relationships by 
ecologists who know of what 
they speak.”
 We live busy and com-
plicated lives.  I know that 
some won’t consider it a 
matter of importance wheth-
er our children hear the 
whinny of a screech owl at 
night, encounter a box turtle 
in the wild, or see a huge 
cecropia silk moth fluttering 
near the porch light—once-
common occurrences that 
are rare these days.  But I 
can’t help but believe that 
without these simple con-
nections to the world around 
us, our lives are less rich, 
less fulfilled, less complete.  
And beyond this, we need 
nature—including Earth’s 
full complement of species—

to provide the services that 
make our lives possible.
 Standing at the Home 
Depot on this fine spring 
day (or better yet, Behnke’s, 
Stadler Nurseries, or Adkins 
Arboretum), we have an im-
portant decision.  We can 
pick up another yew or crepe 
myrtle or some horticultural 
wonder from South America.  
Or we can ask for and choose 
plants that naturally belong 
in our region, many of which 
are just as beautiful as and 
even easier to care for than 
imported plants.
 Making that choice, plant 
by plant, we can help our 
yards to become a haven for 
the species of wildlife that 
once called North Four Cor-
ners home.  We can knit to-
gether our small backyards, 
quarter-acre by quarter-acre, 
and invite wildlife back into 
our lives—for our own plea-
sure, the benefit of our kids 
and for the future of our 
planet.

 [This is a new column by 
Clare Nielsen Neal.  Clare 
is a 15-year resident on 
Belton Road, works for the 
global NGO Conservation 
International, and heads up 
the “Kids Reforesting Forest 
Knolls” project at our local 
elementary school.  If you’d 
like to learn and do more 
with native plants, please 
contact Clare.  She is inter-
ested in forming a North-
wood Native Plant Network 
to share information, plants 
(she reports that she has too 
many), and hope for the fu-
ture.  She can be reached at 
clarenielsen@gmail.com.] 

(continued from page 12)

Gardening	Matters

Lockridge Creek 
Spruce-Up, Too!
 It’s time for our annual 
spring cleanup of Lockridge 
Creek.  Help keep our com-
munity attractive and remove 
invasive weeds.  We’ve been 
holding biannual clean-ups of 
Lockridge Creek now for more 
than 20 years!
 Come join us at 9:30	
a.m.	on	Sunday,	29	April.  
(Rain Date is Saturday, 5 
May.)  We will start at the 
Lockridge Drive and Den-
nis Avenue intersection and 
work our way into Northwest 
Branch Park.
 It’s dirty work, so be sure 
to bring gloves and wear stur-
dy shoes, long sleeves, and 
long pants.
 To find out more what it’s 
about, contact Brian Mor-
rissey at 301.593.4026 or 
merc259@verizon.net. 

RCM Clean-Up
 Come join your fellow 
neighbors and staff of ADS 
Landscaping to clean up our 
park and meadow.  We are 
gathering at 9:15 a.m. and 
cleaning from 9:30	a.m. to 
noon on Sunday,	15	April	
2012, at the playground at 
North Four Corners Park, 211 
Southwood Avenue.  Please 
bring any tools to use, such 
as rakes, clippers, pruning 
shears, and shovels with you.  
Also, wear gloves and a long-
sleeved shirt in case of any 
thorns.
 For more information, 
contact Kaleen O’Connor 
and Amilton Da Silveira at 
301.770.4333 or adslandscap-
ing@gmail.com. 
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Cat & Small Pet Visits

Private Dog Walks

Vacation Visits

Dog Boarding

…and MORE!!

Silver-Spring.FetchPetCare.com
Named to Washingtonian’s 2011 Best Pet Care List!

301-850-1274
We’ve Got Your Tail Covered, Northwood!!

 

9419 Georgia Avenue, Suite 203
Silver Spring, MD  20910
Anadg_2010@yahoo.com

Anashousekeepingservices.com

Serving the Community Since 1983!

Weekly
Biweekly

Once a Month
Occasionally

Quality Cleaning – Reliable – Free Estimates
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

Ana’s Housekeeping Services

Call Ana Gomez
Office: 301-563-3393
Cell: 240-353-6751

Let Us Help You With Your Housekeeping Needs

20% Discount for the First Cleaning
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Fitness	Fun

Body Fat—The Myths, the Facts, and You
 How much weight have 
you gained since high school?  
If you answered between 30–
40 pounds, you’re not alone.  
The average person gains 10 
pounds each decade.  Even 
though weight gain happens 
with age, too much weight 
gain puts you at risk for prob-
lems like hypertension, diabe-
tes, stroke, cancer, and joint 
issues.
 Not all fat is bad; the body 
utilizes fat for many func-
tions.  However, if you have 
too much body fat, it’s time to 
deal with it.  Below are some 
common myths and facts on 
body fat and what you can do 
about it.

Myth #1
If my BMI is low, I don’t have to 
worry about body fat.
Fact:  Not necessarily; BMI 
is determined by the following 
equation (using pounds and 
inches):

Weight × 703/Height × Height

In order to get the most ac-
curate body fat measure-
ment, you need to have your 
body composition measured, 
which takes into account your 
height, weight, age, and gen-
der. Body fat can be measured 
with calipers, bioelectrical 
impedance, or underwater 
weighing.  After age 25 we 
start losing about a pound 
of muscle a year.  If you rely 
solely on your BMI, you could 
potentially gain more fat over 
time and increase your risk 
for disease.

Myth #2
If I limit my fat intake or don’t 
eat any fat at all, I won’t have as 
much body fat.
Fact:  Actually, your body re-
quires fat to live.  If you don’t 
eat enough healthy fats—such 
as olive oil and nuts—the body 
will start burning muscle for 
energy, which is the last thing 
you want to happen.  The 
proper intake of fat can help 
fuel the body and protect it.

time, you should have less 
body fat and more muscle, es-
pecially if you strength train.

Key Strategies for Managing Body 
Fat
   Lose the necessary weight 
to improve your overall body 
composition (10 pounds can 
make a difference!).
   Strength train at least two 
to three times per week and 
on a regular basis.

    Eat a diet load-
ed with vegetables, 
fruits, whole 
grains, lean pro-
tein, and healthy 
fats.
    Be wary of 
quick fixes and 
supplements that 
claim to eliminate 
body fat.
    Get adequate 
sleep—at least sev-
en to nine hours 
every night.
    Manage stress 
through relaxation 
techniques and a 

less busy schedule.

[Valerie Merriweather—MHA, 
ACE, NASM—is Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Fitwell Training 
Solutions, a personal training 
and wellness company special-
izing in the health and fitness 
needs of families.  She leads 
Fitwell Personal Boot Camp 
at Forest Knolls Elementary 
from April-September.  She 
lives with her family on Play-
ford Lane in the Forest Knolls 
community.  Valerie can be 
reached at www.fitwellsolu-
tions.com for more info.] 
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Myth #3
The scale is the only way to 
gauge how healthy I am.
Fact:  Some people suggest 
you throw out your scale.  I 
suggest you keep it and here’s 
why:  one of the best ways 
to determine a trend in your 
weight is by regular weigh-ins.  
Make sure you weigh-in on 
the same day and take into ac-
count changes in your weight 
due to hormones or a high 
sodium meal.  If you see a 
change of eight to 10 pounds, 
get your body fat tested.  Over 
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Gary Macdonald
301.424.0900  •  202.369.1659 (Cell)

gary.macdonald@verizon.net
www.garymachomes.com

Current Real Estate Snap Shot
Northwood and Forest Knolls

(October 1, 2011 – January 15, 2012)

Active Listings (10)
Address Type BR Baths List Price Type of Sale
242 Hannes SF 3 2 $275,000 Short Sale
506 Eisner SF 3 2.5 $275,000 Normal Resale
11017 Lombardy SF 4 2 $325,000 Normal Resale
10710 Eastwood SF 3 2 $335,000 Normal Resale
311 Ladson SF 3 2 $350,000 Normal Resale
10305 Edgewood SF 3 2 $400,000 Normal Resale
10409 Edgewood SF 4 2 $400,000 Normal Resale
319 Ladson SF 3 1 $439,000 Normal Resale
405 Hannes SF 4 2.5 $460,000 Normal Resale
116 Southwood SF 4 2.5 $585,000 Normal Resale

Homes Currently Under Contract (12)
Address Type BR Bath List Price Type of Sale 
122 Hannes SF 5 2 $205,000 Short Sale
510 Royalton SF 5 2 $235,000 Short Sale
502 Kerwin SF 4 3 $249,000 Short Sale
11109 Lombardy SF 5 2 $255,000 Short Sale
1104 Caddington SF 4 2.5 $260,000 Short Sale
811 Caddington SF 4 2.5 $260,000 Short Sale
10702 Eastwood SF 5 2.5 $315,000 Short Sale
10609 Glenwild SF 5 3 $325,000 Short Sale

304 Dennis SF 3 2 $359,000 Normal Resale
10709 Lockridge SF 3 2.5 $375,000 Normal Resale 
10603 Edgewood SF 4 2 $400,000 Normal Resale
308 Pinewood SF 3 1.5 $411,000 Normal Resale 

Sold Homes (7) 
Address  Type BR Bath  Net Sales Price* Type of Sale
140 Southwood SF 4 2.5 $252,000 Short Sale
10901 Cavalier SF 4 4 $290,000 Bank Owned / Foreclosure
112 Kinsman View TH 4 3.5 $300,000 Normal Resale
10405 Eastwood SF 3 2.5 $318,000 Normal Resale
10312 Colesville SF 3 2.5 $325,000 Normal Resale
1016 Chiswell SF 6 3.5 $415,000 Normal Resale
314 Dennis SF 3 3.5 $473,000 Normal Resale

* Net Sales Price reflects any seller subsidy involved (buyers’ closing costs paid by seller)

All data from MRIS and believed to be accurate but should not be relied upon without verification.

Gary Macdonald
“Your Realtor” Since 1998
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Blair’s Tri-M Chapter Plays Big Band Music for Srs.
By Michelle Roberts
 Montgomery Blair High 
School Tri-M Music Honor 
Society Chapter #4407 hosted 
its first annual “Swingin’ 
Sounds for Senior Citizens” 
event on 19 February.  Resi-
dents from nursing homes, 
assisted living, and the Silver 
Spring senior community 
were treated by both the Jazz 
Lab Band and Honors Jazz 
Band to the music of Glen 
Miller, Artie Shaw, Benny 
Goodman, Duke Ellington, 
Cole Porter, and more.
 In addition to perform-
ing in the jazz bands, Tri-M 
students served as greeters, 
dance partners, decorators, 
program designers, and event 
planners for this relaxed, ca-
sual coffee house program.

About Tri-M, NAfME
 Tri-M, which stands for 
Modern Music Masters, is 
a program of NAfME, the 
National Association for 

Music Education.  Through 
membership of more than 
75,000 active, retired, and 
pre-service music teachers, 
and with 60,000 honor stu-
dents and supporters, NAfME 
serves millions of students 
nationwide through activi-
ties from preschool to gradu-
ate school.  Since 1952, more 
than 5,500 Tri-M chapters 
have been chartered in the 

Free May Concerts
Tuesday,	8	May

Jazz Bands @ 7:00 p.m., 
Blair Auditorium

Thursday,	10	May
Concert Band, Symphonic 
Bands, Concert Orchestra, 

and Symphonic Orchestra @ 
7:00 p.m., Blair Auditorium

The concert programs 
are always FREE and all 

members of the community 
are welcome.

United States and abroad, 
and current membership ex-
ceeds 50,000.  The goal of the 
Tri-M Music Honor Society 
is to foster greater interest in 
band, orchestra, and choral 
performance, as well as piano, 
guitar, music theory, and mu-
sic technology.  Students are 
selected for membership in 
the honor society on the basis 
of musicianship, scholarship, 
character, leadership, and ser-
vice to their school and com-
munity.
 For more information 
about Tri-M, the Instrumental 
Music program, or a calendar 
of Instrumental Music events 
at Montgomery Blair High 
School, see the Fine Arts De-
partment webpage at http://
finearts.mbhs.edu or contact 
me at Michelle_Roberts@
mcpsmd.org.
 [Michelle Roberts is In-
strumental Music Director, 
Marching Band Director, and 
Music Technology Teacher 
at Montgomery Blair High 
School.  Blair is located at 
51 University Boulevard, 
East, at the intersection of 
Colesville Road and Univer-
sity Blvd.  MBHS office tel. is 
301.649.2839.] 

Blair High School’s Jazz Ensemble performed jazz and Big Band 
classics before an enthusiastic crowd of seniors in February.

PREVIEW

The next issue of the 
Northwood News will 
feature an article on 

decluttering your home 
by Fiona Morrissey, 
who has worked as a 

professional organizer for 
more than 10 years.

Look for your issue by 10 June.
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www.forestknollspool.com   

11105 Foxglove Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20901 	  

    OPEN HOUSE (free entry)         Community Flea Market 
Sat., June 2 & Sun., June 3              Sat., April 28, 10am - 2pm 

+ Fun community space  
+ 25 meter pool    

+ High & low diving boards 
+ Fenced baby/toddler pool 

+ Social Events & Live Music 
+ MCSL Swim Team  

+ Lap Swimming, Basketball  
+ Snack Bar, Grills, Picnic Tables 

+ Plenty of Parking 
+ Swimming Lessons 

+ NEW FURNITURE 

+ Open May 26 Ð Sept. 3, 2012  
	  

SummerÕs almost here! 

 

Join the pool where friends and 

neighbors have gathered for 50 

seasons of fun, relaxation and a 

great sense of community.  

Nestled in the woods of Northwest 

Branch, our pool is quiet, often 

uncrowded and always a great 

setting for family gatherings, kidsÕ 

parties, and socializing.  We hope 

youÕll join the fun this season! 

NO WAIT LIST 

$100 off (new members) 

Visit pool before June 3 and 

enter raffle for free Summer 

membership (new members only)  

Questions, contact Mike Amitay, 

president@forestknollspool.com 

(see website for info, calendar) 
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Finding the Best Remodeling Company for Your Home
 Remodeling your home 
can be a very trying experi-
ence.  You have to decide 
a lot of things before you 
begin, such as what you can 
afford or what company to 
go with.  There are count-
less companies available, but 
how do you pick out the best 
one?  Also, how do you know 
which ones are reputable?
 You want to look at com-
panies who have been in 
business for a long time.  A 
good remodeling company 
will guarantee their work 
and have qualified and expe-
rienced workers.
 The best remodeling 
companies should also be 
registered with a local in-
dustry association.  This 
shows that they are a legiti-
mate business, and it will be 
easier to find out informa-
tion about them as well as 
other customers’ reviews.  
The company should be fully 
licensed and insured to pro-
tect you from any unfortu-

nate accidents 
or other situ-
ations.  This 
one fact alone 
will make any 
customer feel 
a lot better 
about their 
choice of a 
remodeling 
company.
 You will 
also want to 
be sure that 
the company 
uses the best quality materi-
als that are available for your 
home remodeling.  If you 
are going to be spending the 
money, you want it to last!  
Don’t settle for lesser quality 
because, in the end, you will 
regret it.  Look for a company 
that also provides you with 
the best prices for the quality.
 The best remodeling 
company will also care about 
its customers.  They will 
make themselves available 
to you at any time to answer 

AdvERTiSEMENT AdvERTiSEMENT AdvERTiSEMENT

your questions or concerns.  
They will be personable and 
treat you as an individual.  A 
good remodeling company 
will really take the time to 
listen.
 Plus, they will be courte-
ous when working in your 
home and consider things 
like the time it will take 
them to do their job and how 
it will cause inconvenience 
to you while they are there.  
Depending on the room they 
are remodeling, you could be 
without a kitchen, or another 
well-trafficked area of your 
home, until the project is 
complete.
 Take a few moments to 
check out a local reputable 
remodeler, Modern Style 
Construction.  The company 
comes highly recommended 
for their service excellence 
as well as affordable pricing.
 This is paid advertising 
from the owner of Modern 
Style Construction.  Please 
contact us at 240.838.0553 or 
info@ModernStyleConstruc-
tion.com and ask us about 
our neighborly discounts.
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Neighborly	Notes

Books, Glorious Books
 What is sure to bring folks 
together, perhaps second to 
a good meal?  How about a 
good book!  All are invited 
to an organizational meeting 
for launch of the Northwood 
Book Club on Thursday, 10 
May 2012, at 7:30 p.m., at the 
home of Esther Starobin at 
906 Malta Lane.  Come pre-
pared with book title sugges-
tions to get us started, or just 
listen to what others bring to 
the table and see if its some-
thing you’d like to cuddle up 
with on a Sunday afternoon, 
or to help wile away the hours 
on your work commute.  Then 
we’ll choose date, time, and 
place to get together for a 
lively, local discussion.  And 
because food is like the glue 
on the book binding in bring-
ing everyone together, ex-
pect some refreshments too.  
Contact Esther (erstarobin@
gmail.com or 301.593.2518) 
or me (travelswithcarolyn@
yahoo.com), to give us an ap-
proximate headcount, but all 
are welcome with or without 
the notice.  Also, if you are un-
able to attend 10 May, we are 
happy to e-mail you the next 
scheduled meeting details, 
and chosen book title.

Block Parties a Longtime North 
Four Corners Tradition
 Sid Rosenheim remem-
bers well the 1960s, not just 
because he lived through 
them, but because he lived all 
those years in between then 
and now right here in his 
same Malta Lane home since 
1959.  At 90 years old, Sid—a 
Marine WWII Guadalcanal 
vet—has many memories of 

his time in the neighborhood 
we all call home.  One of his 
fondest is of the block par-
ties and all the food and fun 
neighbors enjoyed all summer 
long.  While not as prevalent 
these days, block parties are 
still a popular activity and can 
help bring the mix of transient 
young families and more se-
nior residents together.  Resi-
dents on Glenwild Road plan 
a party each year with food, of 
course, and kid-centered ac-
tivities.  If you’d like to get the 
party started on your block, 
consider this tip:   plan several 
months ahead and involve as 
many neighbors as possible.  
Utilize the NFCCA listserv 
[see page 2 for sign up info.], 
and check out this website for 
more tips on organizing your 
event:  entertaining.about.
com/cs/partygames/a/block-
party.htm.

Just Right for Kids Bicycle 
Exchange
 Sunny days and warm 
breezes mean it’s time for bike 
riding, but, if you’ve outgrown 
your bike this year, don’t buy 
a new one just yet.  Maybe 
there is a neighbor with a bike 
just your size to exchange.  
Recycle the old cycle and see 
if there is one in your size 
on Saturday, 28 April 2012, 
at the bottom of Lockridge 
Dr., near the entrance to the 
Northwest Branch Trail and 
Rachel Carson Greenway.  A 
$5 donation to City Bikes in 
Chevy Chase for a program re-
pairing and donating bikes to 
D.C. area youth in need allows 
participants to drop-off and/
or pick up a new-to-you bike.  
Bike donors:  please come by 

between 12:30 and 12:45 p.m. 
and get a number for your 
bike.  Bike seekers can try out 
the bikes beginning at 1:00 
p.m. and sign up for the bike 
that fits them best.  If there is 
more than one rider for the 
same bike, we will have to 
do the only fair thing—a coin 
toss.  Please email Carolyn at 
travelswithcarolyn@yahoo.
com for purposes of gauging 
interest, and we will see if we 
can help each other out.  E-
mail not required to partici-
pate.  Bikes not adopted by 
new riders can be taken home 
or donated to the City Bikes 
program.  Thanks!

—Carolyn Ross

[This regular column by Car-
olyn Ross (Lockridge Drive) 
began in the last issue.  Con-
tact Ross at travelswithcaro 
lyn@yahoo.com with items on 
ways to be good neighbors, 
build community, and in-
crease civility.] 

HAVE AN IDEA?
Thinking about an event 
you’d like to see take place 
in the neighborhood?  Look-
ing for like-minded people 
to form a new club or study 
group?  Want to see an is-
sue discussed at the next 
NFCCA meeting?  Reach 
neighbors through:  (1) the 
listserv [see page 2], (2) the 
NFCCA Board [see page 3], 
(3) the “Neighborly Notes” 
column [contact Carolyn 
Ross, above], or (4) the edi-
tor [see page 2].  We want to 
know about it!
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For All Your
Real Estate Needs, Call

Maureen Bovich

Serving Northwood, Forest Knolls, &
Kinsman Residents For 15 Years

Office Direct:  301 388-2625
Cell: 301 502-0601
Email: jmbovich@aol.com

•• information deemed reliable but not guaranteed ••
12520 prosperity drive, suite 105, silver spring, Md 20904 • 301-388-2600

*Short Sale    **Foreclosure

Active & Under Contract Listings in Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman
As of 3/15/2012

    Full Half
Active List Price Style Bedrms Baths Bath
10710 Eastwood Ave $334,900 Split Level 3 2 0
506 Eisner St $275,000 Split Level 3 2 1
10409 Edgewood Ave* $400,000 Colonial 4 2 0
10305 Edgewood Ave $399,900 Colonial 3 2 0
242 Hannes St* $274,900 Rambler 3 2 0
405 Hannes St $460,000 Split Level 4 2 1
11017 Lombardy Road $324,900 Rancher 4 2 0
319 Ladson Road $439,000 Cape Cod 3 1 0
311 Ladson Road $349,900 Cape Cod 3 2 0
10308 Lorain Ave $495,000 To Be Built 4 2 1
116 Southwood Ave $585,000 Craftsman 4 2 1

CONTRACTS on the following properties:
811 Caddington Ave* $260,000 Rambler 4 2 1
1104 Caddington Ave* $260,000 Traditional 4 2 1
304 Dennis Ave $359,000 Rambler 3 2 0
10702 Eastwood Ave* $315,000 Cape Cod 5 2 1
10603 Edgewood Ave $399,995 Colonial 4 2 0
10609 Glenwild Rd* $325,000 Bilevel 5 3 0
122 Hannes Street* $205,000 Rancher 5 2 0
502 Kerwin Road* $249,000 Cape Cod 4 3 0
11109 Lombardy Rd* $255,000 Rambler 5 2 0
10709 Lockridge Dr $375,000 Raised Rancher 3 2 1
308 Pinewood Ave $410,500 Colonial 3 1 1
510 Royalton Rd* $234,900 Rambler 5 2 0
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You Need The Best Professionals 
In this difficult market, you need the best!  
My Team provides color photo layouts, 
brochures, visual tours, featured Internet 
listings and general advertisements.  The key 
to my success is my ability to negotiate with 
all parties, including: inspectors, appraisers, 
lenders and settlement attorneys to close 
your transaction. “Seal Your Deal with Ciment” 

SS/Northwood Specialist 
I have been serving the Northwood, Forest 
Knolls and Kinsman Farm area for over 34 years.  
If you are thinking of selling this Spring, we 
need to talk ASAP!  
 

Call Today for My Free Market Analysis 
I will help you stage and price your home. 

(301) 622-7002 direct 
(301) 468-0606 office 
(301) 346-9126 cell 
(301) 622-7759 fax 

barbara@ciment.com 
www.ciment.com 

Associate Broker 
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc 

 

 

While We May Live in Unsettling Times 
My Team has 25 Sales/Rental Transactions  

Settled or Pending Closing in 2012 

Northwood Settled Transactions: JAN - MAR 2012

3 BR    Colonial
314 Dennis Ave

Sold Price: $479,000

6 BR    Colonial
1016 Chiswell Ln

Sold Price: $415,250

3 BR    Colonial
10312 Colesville Rd
Sold Price: $336,000

3 BR    Cape Cod
10405 Eastwood Ave
Sold Price: $317,900

4 BR    Townhouse
112 Kinsman View Cir
Sold Price: $300,000

4 BR    Split Level
10901 Cavalier Dr

Sold Price: $290,000

Serving the Forest Knolls and Northwood Areas for 30 Years
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North Four Corners Brew Club Makes Its Own Beer
By Allen Perper
 The North Four Corners 
Brew Club (NFCBC) is a 
neighborhood group formed 
this winter by several en-
thusiastic brewers and beer 
lovers.  The impetus for 
getting together stemmed 
from a simple appeal on the 
neighborhood listserv for a 
“large stock pot wanted for 
beer brewing.”  After several 
responses established that 
a number of brewers lived 
in our midst, we decided to 
meet, as homebrewers love to 
get together to talk about, and 
taste, beer.
 Our informal monthly 
gatherings start with a tast-
ing of our latest homebrewed 
beers and meads,* followed by 
constructive critiques offered 
in the spirit of sharing experi-
ences and improving the next 
batch.  We relish discussion of 
all aspects of beer, including 
the ingredients (hops, malts, 
yeast, etc.), brewing tech-
niques and hardware, favorite 
beer styles, and plans for fu-
ture brews.
 The club is open to all lo-
cal residents with a passion 

for this ancient and wonder-
ful beverage.  Members don’t 
have to be homebrewers, but 
should be interested in sam-
pling a variety of beer styles 
(doh!), have a desire to in-
crease their knowledge about 
beer and beer brewing, and 
be prepared to enjoy great 
times with other like-minded 
folks.  One of the advantages 

of having a local beer group 
is that we get to walk home 
afterwards.  Being responsible 
is, well, responsible.
 The NFCBC will be hold-
ing our spring Big Brew on 
Saturday, 28 April, at the For-
est Knolls Pool Community 
Flea Market (11105 Foxglove 
Lane), where we’ll set up sta-
tions to brew at least three dif-
ferent styles of beer, beginning 
around 10 a.m.  Stop by and 
say hello.  We may even have 
some samples to share.  For 
more information, contact me 
at Allen.Perper@Accela.org.

Some brewing equipment sits 
ready for a new batch.

The end product, ready to be 
enjoyed by club members in 
their own homes.

*Mead is an alcoholic drink 
produced through ferment-
ing honey, as opposed to beer, 
which is made from fermented 
grains, and wine, which is 
produced by fermenting vari-
eties of grapes.

 [Allen Perper has lived on 
Mountain Quail Road more 
than 20 years.] ph
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The Four Corners ‘Popular’ Library was different because 
of its storefront location at Woodmoor and ‘bookstore’ layout.
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Woodmoor Reminiscences
Remembering the Very Popular Four Corners Library
By Jacquie Bokow
 It was 1952 when Four 
Corners Library moved into 
Woodmoor Shopping Center.  
It was an unusual spot for a 
lending library, but it worked.  
Many long-time residents re-
called it fondly.
 “The Four Corners Library 
was a tiny place as far as li-
braries go, but for the amount 
of square footage they had, 
no one had a better selection 
of children’s puzzles and toys 

for the kids,” said Ron	Haley 
(Woodridge Ave.).  “Very 
well maintained, too:  clean, 
organized, and the puzzles 
complete.  It was just right for 
keeping my little girl occupied 
long enough for me to peruse 
their surprisingly good selec-
tion of LPs.  Apparently this 
was a well-kept secret, as good 
music in like-new condition 
was frequently available.  I 
also liked the library’s com-
pactness for its ease of locat-

ing books—everything within 
a few steps away.  Certainly 
a far cry from the imposing 
stacks of an archive or re-
search library; just a real cozy 
and friendly place, yet roomy 
enough to accommodate a 
dozen or so patrons.  Our 
community was sorry to see it 
go.”
 “We used to love taking 
our kids to the 4C library,” 
said Ed	Levy (Thistle Drive). 
“Everything was kid-sized and 
there were comfortable places 
to sit and read to them.  It 
was also very convenient as 
we could park once and go to 
the library while we picked up 
videos and groceries.  A really 
poor decision by the County 
when the branch was closed 
as the branch was staffed by 
volunteers and cost a minimal 
amount annually to operate.”
 “I remember walking up 
there every Saturday and at 
least once a week in the sum-
mer,” said Caryn	Cochran 
(formerly of Belton Road 
and—in full disclosure—sister 
to the editor).  I don’t know 
how old I was, under 10, I’m 
sure.  Probably eight or nine?  
That would have been sec-
ond or third grade.  I think 
I read every single book in 
the children’s section.  The 
one series I remember—I can 
even picture the covers and 
where the books were on the 
shelves (just to the left of the 
counter)—was Little House on 
the Prairie.  I read all of them 
more than once.  I think I 
even went back to one of them 
when I got older and the li-
brarian asked me, “Aren’t you 

(continued on page 25)
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too old for these?”  I checked 
it out anyway.  There was a 
series of short biographies I 
went through; I remember 
reading about Jim Thorpe, 
Jonas Salk, Marie Curie, and 
Clara Barton.  I don’t recall 
ever going there to research 
anything for homework; I 
went to Wheaton for that, but 
I always felt lost there.  Prob-
ably because it was too big.”
 “I remember the library as 
a part of many other things,” 
said Susan	Hatchell (for-
merly Caryn’s neighbor on 
Belton Road).  “Being dropped 
off there in front by my moth-
er, or Caryn’s mother, or a 
sister, or whoever.  Walking 
up and going to the library, 

and buying penny candy from 
Doc’s and People’s and Larry’s 
Five and Dime.  Going to Four 
Corners with my mother, 
stopping at the library and 
going to the bakery.  Going to 
Four Corners with my father 
to the hardware store.  It was 
a huge part of my growing up.  
It seemed we were always up 
there doing something, and it 
usually included the library.  
I remember Barbar the El-
ephant, and Madeleine, so we 
were much younger than eight 
and nine when we started go-
ing there, [we were] probably 
eight and nine when we were 
allowed to walk by ourselves.
When my mother died, I re-
turned some books [she had 
taken out], and they were so 
sad to hear that she died.  The 
Librarians sent a [condolence] 
card and made a donation to 
the Wheaton Rescue Squad” 
in her mother’s name.
 “When the full-sized Long 
Branch Library opened in 
1977, it was planned to close 

the storefront Four Corners 
Branch,” reports Board mem-
ber Carolyn	Van	Dyck (Or-
dway Drive), who’s a librarian 
herself.  However, due to an 
enormous outpouring of com-
munity support, the Four 
Corners Library remained 
open.  But the space needed 
remodeling, so MoCo Public 
Libraries budgeted $20,000 
to try something new:  make 
the library look like a book-
store.  The Dewey Decimal 
system was scratched, and 
books were arranged by topics 
of interest.  Large signs desig-
nated sections and open, face-
out shelving—like a bookstore 
would use—was installed 
against the walls.  Circulation 
went up by 35 percent that 
year; by 1982 they were circu-
lating 7,000 books a month.
 The storefront library re-
mained in operation until 30 
December 1992 when, dur-
ing another time of County 
budget deficits, it was finally 
closed for good. 

‘Commemorative bookmarks 
were made in an attempt to 
convince the county to spare 
[the library],’ said Ron Haley.

Fondly Remembering Four Corners Popular Library
(continued from page 24)

The remodeled ‘popular’ library was set up like a bookstore and 
held mostly paperbacks, boosting circulation by 35 percent.
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Child Care Center Special Exception Request 
Recommended for Approval by Hearing Examiner
by Jim Zepp and Glen Rich-
ardson
 The Board of Appeals 
Hearing Examiner has issued 
her report and has recom-
mended approval of a zoning 
special exception request for 
a child day care center with a 
variety of conditions.  This is 
the zoning special exception 
request for the property lo-
cated on Brunett Ave. between 
University Boulevard and 
Gilmourne Drive and facing 
the Nichiren Shoshu Myosenji 
Buddhist Temple.  A one-
story, single family residence 
with a home dentist’s office 
previously occupied the site.
 A developer purchased 
this property with the intent 
of building five $800,000 lux-
ury homes.  When it became 
obvious, even to him, that 
this idea was impractical, the 
developer changed his plans 
to the construction of a child 
care facility for 150 children 
from infant to high school age.
 Although this is not the 
result we had been hoping 
for, the approval with condi-
tions represents a significant 
achievement for the Four 
Corners neighborhoods.  The 
developer’s original proposal 
for 150 children, 40 staff, and 
a building the size of Safeway 
has been cut in half.  If the 
neighbors had not contested 
the original application, there 
would be 200 automobiles en-
tering and exiting the neigh-
borhood twice a day.
 The Hearing Examiner 
imposed a series of conditions 
to minimize the day care cen-
ter’s impact on the neighbor-

hood.  Among the conditions 
are limits on the number of 
children (76), limits on staff 
(15), limits on operating hours 
(7:00 a.m.–6:15 p.m.), and 
limits on evening activities.  
The complete list of condi-
tions begins on page 66 of the 
Hearing Examiner’s report.  
The complete report can be 
viewed at: www.montgom-
erycountymd.gov/content/
council/zah/pdf/2012_
Reports/S-2781.pdf.
 The Board of Appeals 
(BOA) will now review and 
vote on the special excep-
tion.  The BOA may accept the 
Hearing Examiner’s recom-
mendation with conditions, 
deny the recommendation, or 
return the recommendation 
for further study.  The sched-
ule for the Board of Appeals 
has not been set.  We will con-
tinue to update the commu-
nity as that process progresses 
and let you know what, if any-
thing, the neighbors can do to 
help.
 The South Four Corners 
Civic Association (SFCCA), 
through its attorney, has filed 
a request to present an oral 
argument when the BOA re-
views the hearing examiner’s 
recommendation on the spe-
cial exception.  The remaining 
concerns are as follows:
   Regardless of the adjust-
ments that the developer has 
made in the project, it is still 
noncompliant with the rec-
ommendations in the Four 
Corners Master Plan, which 
specifically discouraged spe-
cial exception requests in the 
residential areas adjacent to 

the Four Corners commer-
cial district and along major 
highways.  The hearing ex-
aminer characterized this de-
termination as being “a close 
question,” despite being a 
special exception request in 
a block next to the Safeway 
and is located on University 
Boulevard.
   Even though the approved 
building size is still three 
times larger than the major-
ity of the homes near the 
proposed facility, five times 
bigger than the house next 
door, and twice as large as the 
Planning Board’s suggested 
size for the site, the hearing 
examiner considers the facil-
ity compatible with the resi-
dential area.
   Although a condition im-
posed by the hearing examin-
er is a traffic study to be done 
a year after the child care 
center is built to assess its im-
pact, what is the remedy?  If 
the child care center is found 
to have worsened congestion 
in the Four Corners area, it is 
highly unlikely that the busi-
ness would be shut down for 
this reason.
   The conditions on the spe-
cial exception recommended 
by the hearing examiner can 
be easily removed by a sub-
sequent request for adminis-
trative amendments, so the 
protections for the communi-
ties are of questionable value.
 So this is an important is-
sue for maintaining the future 
integrity of the Four Corners 
residential areas and the 
health of the commercial dis-

(continued on page 27)
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trict.  The Four Corners Mas-
ter Plan is the result of over 
two years of work, study, and 
discussions by area residents 
and MNCPPC staff, provides 
a vision of how future devel-
opment should occur, and 
guidance for maintaining and 
enhancing the positive quali-
ties of our communities.  The 
approval of this special excep-
tion will open the door for 
other requests in the residen-
tial areas bordering the Four 
Corners commercial district.  
It would be a travesty of com-
munity planning to sweep this 
all away for the sake of one 
individual who made a very 
bad business decision.
 [Richardson is president 
of the South Four Corners 
Civic Association.] 

(continued from page 26)

Child Care Ctr.
Leaps Hurdle

By Jacquie Bokow
 If you haven’t eaten at 
Fajita Coast recently, you’ll 
find it’s long gone.  The popu-
lar Four Corners restaurant 
closed Sunday, 26 February, 
and reopened two days later 
at 1115 East-West Highway in 
downtown Silver Spring with 
the same menu and hours.
 I spoke with co-owner/
manager J.J. Beltran, who 
was sad about leaving the 
Four Corners location.  “I live 
on Franklin; I went to Blair 
[class of ’93].  I lived in the 
neighborhood a long time.  I 
could even walk to work!”
 Beltran was very reluctant 
to speak about the reasons 
for the move, but indicated 
“problems with the landlord” 
was the main cause.
 To find the new Fajita 
Coast, drive south on Georgia 
Avenue from Colesville Road, 
turn right onto East-West 
Highway (just after you go un-
der the train bridge); it’s half-

Fajita Coast Moved to Downtown Silver Spring

way down the block to your 
right, with a large outdoor 
eating patio for nice weather.
 “There’s a lot of parking,” 
said Beltran.  “There’s a coun-
ty lot” you’ll find if you drive 
past the eatery on your right, 
take the next right, Blair Mill 
Way, then the next left, Blair 
Mill Road; the lot’s staight 
ahead.
 Beltran was thankful that 
Four Corners customers are 
coming to the new space.  

“I’m seeing 95, 100 percent 
of our customers here,” he 
said.  “I really appreciate 
their loyalty.” 

Fajita Coast’s new digs on East-West Highway are surround-
ed by high-rise apartment buildings sure to bring customers.

The kid-friendly, tasty Tex-Mex restaurant closed in February.
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#1 Silver Spring agent - over $40m sold in 2011 

Top 12 Long and Foster’s 14,000  agents 
www.tamara4homes.com 

301-580-5002 cell 202-966-1400 office 

 
 

This is not  meant to solicit property if it is listed with another broker. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

TaMaRa KUCIK’S TeaM STaTS 
SeLL WITH US! 
 on average, our homes sold for 98.6% of list price & were on the market for 24 days. our 
 sellers sold their homes for 2.5% higher than the rest. 
BUY WITH US! 
 our buyers paid 5% less for their new homes. on average that’s 1% less than the rest! 

Spring has Sprung with the Tamara Kucik Team! 

 311 Ladson St. 
$349,900. 

8910 Bradford Rd. 
$489,900. 

242 Whitmoor Ter. 
$484,900. 

 807 Lanark Way 
       $380,000. 

9423 Thornhill Rd. 
$639,900. 

 1005 Forest Glen Rd. 
Contract in 3 DAYS! 

 102 Granville Rd. 
Contract in 2 DAYS! 

 9205 Saybrook Ave. 
$599,900. 

MULTIPLE OFFERS! 

403 Franklin Ave. 
$339,950. 

10302 Ridgemoor Rd. 
7 OFFERS !! 

SOLD FOR CASH 

9922 Markham St. 
$499,900. 

10518 Lorain Ave. 
$519,900. 

3 OFFERS! 


