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 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will feature 
a candidates’ forum for the 
upcoming special election for 
District 4 to replace the late 
Don Praisner, who died 30 
January.  Don, you’ll recall, 
took over his wife Marilyn’s 
position on the Council—
again, by special election—
last May.  She had served on 
the Council for 17 years, but 
passed away 1 February 2008 
from complications following 
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heart surgery during her fifth 
term.

Attending
  n Louis August (R)
  n Michael L. Bigler (D)
  n George Gluck* (Green)
  n Nancy Navarro (D)
  n Robin Ficker (R)

Unknown as of Press Time
  n Thomas Hardman (D)
  n Ben Kramer (D)
  n Cary Lamari (D)

Not Coming
  n Andrew L. 
Padula (R)

  n Robert Goldman (D)

*Gluck is a general candidate 
so will not be in the Primary.

 The forum will be held on 
Wednesday, 8 April 2009, at 
7:30 p.m. at the North Four 
Corners Rec Center.  The Rec 
Center is located at the end of 
Southwood Avenue, just off 
Edgewood Avenue.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 

are $10 per household 
and may be paid at the 

meeting.) n

Next Meeting on 8 April Features Dist. 4 Candidates’ 
Forum for County Council Special Election 21 April
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 The Northwood News is 
published by the Northwood-
Four Corners Civic Associa-
tion.  The NFCCA represents 
the 1,489 households in the 
area bounded by Coles ville 
Rd. (Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message
 With an eerie sense of déjà vu, we are once again prepar-
ing for a special election to fill the vacant County Council seat 
for District 4.  Our County Council representative, Don Prais-
ner, died 30 January 2009 after undergoing surgery for colon 
cancer.  Council member Praisner won a special election less 
than a year ago to fill the remainder of his wife’s term after her 
death following heart surgery.
 In a statement written before he entered surgery, Prais-
ner urged his colleagues to appoint someone to fill his term 
and thereby save $1.3 million dollars in special election costs.  
However, that would have required new legislation and the 
term would probably have expired before such legislation 
could be enacted.
 The Council has nine members, all elected at the same 
time for four-year terms.  The terms of the present Council, 
elected November 2006, began at noon on 4 December 2006 
and will continue until noon on the first Monday in December 
2010.  Five members of the Council are elected by the voters 
of their respective council districts.  Four members are elected 
at-large by all the voters of the County.
 In recent years, the District 4 representative has often been 
the swing vote when the Council is split 4-4 on a given issue.  
Our votes, therefore, have the potential to affect county-wide 
issues.  However, the Council districts are quite large.  We are 
the southernmost tip of District 4, like a little peninsula ex-
tending into District 5.  From here, District 4 goes north all the 
way to the County line and west as far as Redland.
 Therefore, it’s just as important for the candidates to get to 
know us as it is for us to get to know the candidates.  Whoever 
wins the election, we need them to be familiar with our com-
munity and our issues.  That’s why I hope as many of you as 
possible will attend our April Candidate’s Forum on the 8th.  
We had a great turnout last time and it made a strong impres-
sion.
 I understand that the 8th is also the first night of Passover.  
Unfortunately, this is our regular civic association night.  We 
get our seasonal use permit for the Rec. center only for the 
second Wednesday of the month.  We are not allowed to pick 
and choose individual dates.  That means in any given year we 
might have unavoidable conflicts with various religious holi-
days.  It’s unfortunate that with such a tight election time line 
(the primary is 21 April), we really only have this one shot at 
hosting a forum.
 There are ten candidates running:  6 Democrats, 3 Repub-
licans, and one Green Party.  For a list of the candidates and 
their contact information, go to http://tinyurl.com/dfq857.  
From this page (http://tinyurl.com/cen23k) you can find 
information on polling places and absentee ballots as well as 
download a sample ballot.

—Carole Barth

Know 
Something?
 If you are aware of a situ-
ation, local problem, area at-
traction, or neighborhood 
history that might be of inter-
est to your neighbors, spread 
the word!  And the best way 
to reach the most people in 
your neighborhood is via the 
Northwood News.
 This newsletter comes out 
five times a year and an article 
you write about something in 
our neighborhood or commu-
nity just might get published.  
Contact the editor (below) to 
discuss your idea. n
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Cor-
ners Civic Association meets 
five times a year, in Octo-
ber, December, February, 
April, and June.  Current 
officers for 2008-2009 are:

President
Vacant

Vice President
Vacant

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Secretary
Maureen Carrington
10400 Eastwood Avenue
301.681.0249
MCarrington@Month-
     Off.com

At Large
Ted Daniel
302 Marvin Road
301.593.0418
ted.daniel@mail.house.gov

Laura Hussey
10308 Edgewood Avenue
301.592.0646
laura_hussey@
     mindspring.com

Brian Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
merc259@verizon.net

Immediate Past Prez
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

By Tom Termini
 Spring is here!  Let’s catch 
up on information to help 
us co-exist with our animal 
friends.

Mice, Rats, Chipmunks
 Avoid poisoning.  After 
all, owls and hawks eat them!  
We live alongside an awe-
some bird habitat (Northwest 
Branch), and these little 
guys are a prime food 
source.
 To help keep mice 
out, cram steel wool 
in any crevice or hole 
you might find in 
your garage or the 
outside your house.  
Don’t leave foodstuffs 
around, including bird 
seed.  Don’t compost near 
your house (only compost un-
cooked vegetable matter, not 
animal foodstuffs).

Moles, Voles
 Moles can drive you 
nuts!  If you’re like most 
homeowners, you’re prob-
ably confused by all of the 
conflicting “advice” on mole 
control.  The common mole 
is an insectivore, not a ro-
dent.  Its diet is restricted to 
ground invertebrates such as 
grubs, millipedes, ants, and 
the like.  They eat nematodes 
and other subterranean pets 
that harm your garden and 
lawn.  They don’t eat plants.  
Repeat, they don’t eat plants.  
While they may uproot a 
plant, they actually aerate 
the earth, as well.  Don’t kill 
moles and voles.  They are 
beneficial.
 Moles can be found 
around our residential prop-

erties because of:
  n Restrictions on or loss 
of habitat through construc-
tion, drainage changes, and 
possibly chemical runoff into 
the mole’s natural habitat.  
(Moles are woodland ani-
mals.  Suburban construc-
tion gobbles up or modifies 
hillsides and pastureland, 
leaving little or no room for 

woodland crea-
tures.  Combinations 
of pesticides, herbi-
cides, and fertilizers 
as chemical runoff may 

directly effect surround-
ing woodland biomass 

restricting the mole’s 
natural food sources.)

  n  Artificial biomasses 
created and maintained 
through current landscaping 
practices.  Most landscap-
ing depends on artificial or 
chemical means of maintain-
ing lawns and beds.  These 
soils are kept rich with chem-
ical nutrients as well as heavy 
applications of organic ma-
terials such as mulch and top 
soils.  Watering or irrigation 
is common, as well as the use 
of manmade borders, edg-
ings, and other appointments 
such as timbers and stones—
all super environments for 
worms and insects.  Whether 
natural or unnatural, this 
type of landscaping provides 
a perfect food source (in-
sects) for moles.
 The mole has an unusu-
ally low birth rate for a small 
mammal.  Litter sizes are 
three to four pups once a 
year.  Natural survival rate 

(continued on page 17)

Catching Up on Our Animal World
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By Carole Barth
 Inch by inch, our parks 
are being invaded.  Exotic 
invasive plants threaten to 
overwhelm the 24,912 acres 
of county parkland set aside 
for environmental protec-
tion.  Invasives also threaten 
all the undeveloped park 
acres (like Rachel Carson 
Meadow) as well as land-
scaped areas.  In fact, every 
year invasives swallow 14 
million acres across the U.S.
 An invasive plant is one 
that escapes cultivation and 
damages native ecosystems.  
It’s not necessarily a plant 
that aggressively spreads in 
your garden.  For example, 
switch grass is a native plant 
that, in the garden, may 
crowd out slower growing 
plants. However, switch grass 
is a normal part of this re-
gion’s ecosystem.  It provides 
important winter habitat for 
birds and produces food for 
birds and mammals.  It’s part 
of the natural balance.
 On the other hand, con-
sider the ubiquitous com-
mercial landscape shrub, 
Japanese barberry.  This 
shrub may never spread in 
your yard, but its seeds are 
carried into the woods by 
birds and mammals where it 
alters soil pH, nitrogen lev-
els, and biological activity in 
the soil.  Raising the soil pH 
(i.e., making it more basic) 
threatens the whole acid-soil 
loving plant community and 
the wildlife which depends 
upon those plants.  Barberry 
has also been shown to re-
duce the depth of the litter 
layer.  Leaf litter is where 
salamanders and wood frogs 

overwinter.  Many of our 
forests are already losing leaf 
litter due to the invasive Eu-
ropean earth worm, so this is 
doubly bad for the amphib-
ians.
 So how do you know 
which plants are invasive?  
A guide to Mid-Atlantic in-
vasive plants is available 
for download from the web 
at www.nps.gov/plants/
alien/plantinvaders.htm.  
You can also request a copy 
of the booklet by calling Jil 
Swearingen at the National 
Park Service (202.342.1443, 
ex. 218).  (This booklet also 
suggests native alternatives 
you can plant instead of in-
vasives.)  You can also get 
handy fact sheets on indi-
vidual invasive species at the 
Plant Conservation Alliance 
website at www.nps.gov/
plants/alien/factmain.htm.
 In 1962, Rachel Carson 
warned that the indiscrimi-
nate use of pesticides could 
lead to a “silent spring” 
where no birds sang.  To-
day, exotic invasives are the 
second-leading threat to bio-
diversity (after outright hab-
itat destruction).  Bugs eat 
plants, and frogs and birds 
eat bugs.  In 2007, Douglas 
Tallamy’s book, Bringing 
Nature Home, documented 

that exotic plants cannot 
support enough native in-
sects to preserve our birds 
and amphibians.  Thus, we 
truly are at risk of a silent 
spring.  This is especially 
poignant for our neighbor-
hood, since Rachel Carson 
lived in the neighborhood 
across Northwest Branch 
and she and her nephew al-
ways made a point of listen-
ing to the frogs calling each 
spring around the Branch.
 In 1999, Carole Berg-
mann, Montgomery Parks 
Forest Ecologist, created the 
innovative Weed Warriors 
program.  This was one of 
the first such volunteer pro-
grams in the region.  More 
than 500 citizen volunteers 
have been trained as certi-
fied weed warriors and have 
logged more than 23,000 
hours to date controlling 
invasives in county parks.  

(continued on page 5)
The pretty—but dangerous—
Japanese Barberry in bloom.

Garlic Mustard has small 
white flowers and triangular-
shaped notched leaves.

Warriors Wanted to Fight Ongoing Invasion
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9912 Colesville Road
silveR spRing, Md 20901
301-681-0200 • Fax 301-681-8877

carlrutan@verizon.net
www.carlrutaninsurance.com

Erie
Insurance

Carl rutan 
InsuranCe agenCy, InC.

Auto
Home

Business
Life

Sending flowers out of town?
Call us!  24 hour ordering

301-593-4700
www.hooverfisherflorist.com

Freshest Flowers in Town!
Professionally Designed

Hand Delivered

Woodmoor Shopping Center
University Blvd. @ Rt 29

Mention this coupon and
receive $5 off your next
purchase!  Offer expires

April 30, 2009
*Not valid with any other offers or sales

HJC landscaping
301-593-0560

hjc8@verizon.net

tree & stump removal
sodding & seeding

Mulching
Plantings

Power Washing
Bush & tree trimming

Fence Work
retaining Walls
yard Clean-up

Hauling

Let’s keep the birds chirping 
and the frogs quacking.  En-
list as a Weed Warrior this 
spring.

What You Can Do to Help Save Our 
Parks
  n Don’t plant invasives, 
and when you can, replace 
those already in your land-
scape.
  n Come to the creek clean-
up (see right).  Part of the 
cleanup is removing tree-
killing invasive vines.
  n Help us organize an inva-
sives clean-up day for North 
Four Corners Park.  Call Car-
ole Barth if you’re interested 
in participating.
  n Become a park Weed 
Warrior.  You can sign up 

Creek Cleanup 
on 18th of April
 It’s time for our annual 
spring cleanup of Lockridge 
Creek.  Join us on Saturday, 
18 April, at 9:30 a.m. at the 
intersection of Lockridge 
Drive and Dennis Avenue.  
We will work our way north to 
the trail head.
 Be sure to bring gloves 
and wear sturdy shoes, long 
sleeves, and long pants.  We 
will also be removing invasive 
vines (see story at left about 
invasive plants), so bring lop-
pers and clippers if you want 
to help save trees.  The rain 
date for our cleanup will be 
Sunday, 26 April.
 For more informa-
tion, call Brian Morrissey at 
301.593.4026. n

Exotics Threaten Our Ecosystem
(continued from page 4) to help with special projects 

by calling Lynette Scaffidi 
at 301.949.0223  or email-
ing her at Lynette.Scaffidi@ 
mncppc-mc.org.  You can 
even compete for prizes in 
the garlic mustard challenge 
(http://tinyurl.com/dym-
9wt).
  n You can also take Weed 
Warrior training and be 
certified to work anywhere 
in the park system on your 
own schedule.  The next field 
training class will be held 
Wednesday, 29 April.  To reg-
ister, call the Volunteer Coor-
dinator at 301.942.4709, or 
e-mail mcp-weedwarriors@
mncppc-mc.org.  The full 
training schedule is available 
at http://tinyurl.com/bg-
wp8e. n
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 Are you interested in 
learning how to save water 
and money at home?  This 
home water audit will help 
you identify easy ways to con-
serve water at home.  Answer 
the questions.  Check the re-
sponses that best match your 
current water use actions.  
Each response has a water 
drop rating.  After answer-
ing all of the questions, count 
the number of water drops to 
determine your home water 
conservation score.  Water 
smart tips, in italics, follow 
each checklist for water use.

A) BATHROOM USAGE 
Do you check the toilet tank for 
water leaks at least twice a year? 
  q Yes    2 Drops 
  q Don’t know    0 Drops 
  q No    0 Drops
 Tip: Place a few drops of 
food coloring in the toilet 
tank.   If the food coloring 
is seen in the bowl without 
flushing, there is a leak.
Do you have a low-flow toilet?   (If 
home was built after 1992, check 
yes.)
   q Yes    2 Drops
  q Don’t know    0 Drops
  q No    0 Drops
 Tip:  A low-flow toilet uses 
1.5 gallons of water per flush 
instead of an older toilet that 
uses 5 or more gallons of wa-
ter per flush.  
How often is the toilet being used 
as a wastebasket to flush away 
trash?
  q Never     2 Drops 
  q Sometimes     0 Drops
   q Always     0 Drops 
Tip:  Use a wastebasket in-
stead of the toilet to flush 
away trash.  Each flush uses 
1.5 or more gallons of water, 

depending on the type of 
toilet.  
Do you have a low-flow  shower - 
head?  (If less than 2 gallons of 
water per minute, check yes.) 
  q Yes    2 Drops 
  q Don’t know    0 Drops
   q No    0 Drops 
Tip:  Low-flow showerheads 
can save approximately 3 
gallons of water per minute.  
What is the average shower time 
per person?
  q 5 min. or less    2 Drops
  q 5-10 minutes    1 Drop
  q 10 min.+ 0 Drops
 Tip:  Taking shorter show-
ers can save approximately 
5 gallons of water per min-
ute depending on the type of 
showerhead.  
What is the average depth of water 
in the bathtub?
   q ½-full   or less 2 Drops
   q ½-full    1 Drop 
  q Full    0 Drops 
Tip:  Filling a bathtub less 
than ½-full can save approx-
imately 18 gallons of water. 

B) KITCHEN AND LAUNDRY USAGE 
Do you have an aerator on the 
kitchen sink faucet? 
  q Yes    2 Drops
   q Don’t know    0 Drops 
  q No    0 Drops
 Tip: Aerators can save up 
to 2 gallons of water per 
minute. 

How are dishes hand washed in 
the sink? 
  q Water turned off 
when not needed     2 Drops 
  q Water continually 
running while rinsing 
    1 Drop 
  q Water continually 
running while washing 
and rinsing   0 Drops
 Tip:  Fill the kitchen sink 
with water to wash and rinse 
dishes instead of letting the 
water continually run. 
How full are your dishwasher 
loads? 
  q ½-full   or less 0 Drops
  q ½-full    1 Drop 
  q Full    2 Drops 
Tip: Wait until you have full 
loads.  Use water- and ener-
gy-saving cycles.  
How full are your laundry loads?
  q ½-full   or less 0 Drops 
  q ½-full    1 Drop 
  q Full    2 Drops
 Tip:  Wait until you have full 
loads.  Use water- and ener-
gy-saving cycles.  

C) OUTDOOR USAGE 
Are lawns watered only when they 
really need it? 
  q Yes      2 Drops 
  q Don’t know      0 Drops 
  q No      0 Drops 
Tip:  Adjust your lawn-wa-
tering schedule to the season.  
For winter grass, water ev-
ery 7-14 days.  For summer 
grass, water every 3-6 days.  
What types of plants make up the 
majority of your landscape?
   q Mostly low-water use    
  2 Drops 
  q Mixture of low- and 
high-water use    1 Drop 
  q Mostly high-water use
      0 Drops

(continued on page 7)

Take a Home Water Audit to See How You Use Water
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Tip:  Landscaping with 
low-water-use plants 
can reduce your outdoor 
water use.  Check online 
for lists of low-water-use 
plants.  
What time of the day do you water? 
  q In the morning or 
evening    2 Drops
   q Anytime of the day   
  1 Drop
   q During the middle of 
the day   0 Drops 
Tip:  Watering in the cooler 
times of the day (morn-
ing or evening) reduces the 
amount of water that is lost 
through evaporation. 
How do you clean your driveway 
and sidewalks?
  q With a broom only
     2 Drops

  q With a broom and 
garden hose   0 Drops 
  q With a garden hose
     0 Drops 
Tip:  Use a broom, instead of 
a garden hose, to clean your 
driveway and sidewalks.  It 
does the job just as well and 
you will save water. 
How do you wash your car? 
  q Bucket of water
      2 Drops 
  q Garden hose with 
spray nozzle turned on 
and off   1 Drop
   q Garden hose with no 
spray nozzle    0 Drops 
Tip:  Use a bucket of water 
to wash your car instead 
of letting the garden hose 
continually run.  If you use 
a garden hose to rinse your 
car, turn the water on and 

Belton Rd./Ct.:  308, 418, 423, 428  
(4/48)

Caddington Av.:  808, 1124, 1203  (3/83)
Cavalier Dr./Ct.:  10602, 10603, 10613, 

10705  (4/53)
Chiswell La.:  1018, 1019, 1025  (3/39)
Dennis Av./Ct.:  404, 411, 500  (3/43)
Eastwood Av.:  10408, 10427, 10605  

(3/53)
Edgewood Av.:  10220, 10228, 10301, 

10309, 10404, 10712  (6/72)
Eisner St.:  403, 404, 415  (3/32)
Foxglove La. —  (0/4)
Glenwild Rd./Ct.:  10607, 10610, 10616, 

10701, 10703, 10711, 10713  
(7/33)

Hannes St./Ct.:  104, 105, 202, 220, 229, 
235, 306, 311, 318, 330, 404; 
10912 Ct.  (12/104)

Irwin St.:  300  (1/31)
Kerwin Rd./Ct.: 407, 410, 417, 422, 425, 

508  (6/42)
Kinsman View Circle:  20  (1/85)
Ladson Rd. —  (0/18)
Lockridge Dr.:  10602, 10706, 10707, 

10709, 10715, 10801  (6/31)
Lombardy Rd./Ct.:  10706, 10806, 10817, 

11000, 11013, 11113, 11207  
(7/88)

Lorain Av.:  10104, 10108, 10207, 10217  
(4/21)

Loxford Terr.:  824,  917,  921, 923, 
1001, 1004, 1005  (7/135)

Malta La. —  (0/45)
Margate Rd.:  10701, 10805, 10812, 

10818, 10828  (5/50)
Marvin Rd.:  306, 309, 314  (3/18)
Mountain Quail Rd.:  10410, 10416, 

10420  (3/28)
Northwood Av. —  (0/13)
Ordway Dr.:  10702, 10707  (2/26)
Playford La.:  1002  (1/31)
Pinewood Av.:  318, 319  (2/13)
Royalton Rd./Terr.:  409  (1/31)
Snowy Owl Dr.:  113, 121  (2/23)
Southwood Av.: 111  (1/21)
Sutherland Rd.: 10209, 10213  (2/31)
Thistle Dr./Ct.:  203, 208, 212  (3/22)
Timberwood Av.:  208, 305, 306, 309, 

313, 315, 317  (7/25)

Members as of 3/15/09:  How Rates Your Street?
University Blvd.:  205, 611  (2/48)
Whittington Terr. —  (0/15)
Woodridge Av.:  103, 111, 115  (3/13)
 Total:   117 out of 1,490  (7.9%)

 February’s total was 101, or 
6.8%, so we’ve had an increase.  Will 
we hit 10%?
 Timberwood Avenue remains the 
leader in memberhsip, with 28% (7 
out of  25) of  its residents joining, one 
more than last time.  Glenwild Road and 
Court, with an increase of  one, remains 
in second at 21.2% (7 out of  33).  
We have new third and fourth place 
winners, though:  Lockridge Road, at 
19.3% (6/31), moved up from fourth 
place to third and Lorain Avenue is a 
new fourth place winner, close behind 
at 19% (4/21).
 Hannes Street, however, with 12, re-
mains the street with the most members.
 If  you’d like to increase your street’s 
membership, send your dues, $10/house-
hold, to the treasurer (see p. 3). n

off as needed. 

Your Home Water Conservation 
Score

20 to 30:  Excellent!  You 
are possibly saving hundreds 
of gallons of water each 
month.  Share your Water 
Smart Tips with family, 
friends, and neighbors.

10 to 20:  Good!  Read 
through the Water Smart 
Tips and adopt two water 
saving tips this month and 
two more next month.

10 or below:  Needs Im-
provement!  Read through 
the Water Smart Tips and 
adopt three water saving tips 
this month and three more 
next month. n

Do You Waste Water?   Take This Quiz to Find Out!
(continued from page 6)
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By Laura Hussey
 On Monday, 31 March, 
the County Council held a 
hearing to hear public input 
on County Council mem-
ber Mike Knapp’s proposed 
amendment to Montgomery 
County’s historic frame-
work.  While this issue of 
the Northwood News went 
to press before the outcome 
of that hearing could be in-
cluded, this issue is still live 
and will be taken up by the 
Council’s Planning, Housing, 
and Economic Development 
(PHED) Committee follow-
ing the public hearing.  If the 
proposed legislation makes 
it out of committee, it will be 
voted on by the entire Coun-
ty Council.
 Why is this of interest to 
our neighborhood?  There are 
several reasons.  One is that 
Knapp’s ill-advised proposal 
may have a negative financial 
impact on county residents, 
including adversely impact-
ing property values and 
Montgomery County’s stand-
ing as a nationally recognized 
Certified Local Government, 
as explained in more detail 
below.  Another is that we 
live in a neighborhood with 
a number of properties or 
groups of properties that may 
be significant either locally 
or nationally, but which have 
not yet been designated in 
the county’s Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation.  Fi-
nally, the Council is taking 
up this issue at a time when 
our district lacks representa-
tion on the Council, with the 
death earlier this year of Don 
Praisner.  This is unfair to 
residents of our district.

 Montgomery County is 
home to many properties 
and collections of related 
properties that have some 
significance in our national 
or local history.  Under the 
existing historic preserva-
tion program in our county, 
a nonpartisan volunteer 
commission of citizens with 
relevant expertise (archi-
tects, historians, planners, 
and lawyers, as well as 
laypersons)—the Historic 
Preservation Commission—
evaluates properties that are 
nominated for inclusion in 
the county’s Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation.  Nom-
inated properties are evalu-
ated against a set of objective 
criteria that are consistent 
with federal law and with 
state and local preservation 
programs nationwide.
 Preservation is not about 
protecting pretty houses, it 
is about maintaining a re-
cord that allows current and 
future generations to under-
stand where we came from 
as a society.  Sometimes 
properties that look ordinary 
to the uninformed contain 
significant clues to under-
standing our past.  Once 
properties are destroyed or 
irrevocably altered, the op-
portunity to learn from them 
is gone forever.  Because of 
this fragility, Montgomery 
County has a responsibil-
ity to be a good steward of 
the historic resources in the 
county.
 Unfortunately, this re-
sponsibility to be good stew-
ards is often misconstrued 
as “the government telling 
individual property owners 

what to do with their own 
houses.”  The fact is, there 
are many benefits from a 
well-managed historic pres-
ervation program.  A des-
ignated property and those 
surrounding it will often in-
crease in property value, and 
the designated property may 
be eligible for local, state, 
and federal grants and tax 
credits.  Montgomery County 
is currently recognized as a 
Certified Local Government.  
This program recognizes the 
county for managing its his-
toric resources well, bringing 
to the county both national 
prestige and federal funding 
for county staff to manage 
the historic preservation 
program.  In other words, 
historic preservation done 
right increases property val-
ues and tax revenues and 
creates jobs.
 Your support is needed to 
oppose Councilman Knapp’s 
shotgun approach.  Email 
County Council President 
Phil Andrew to let him know 
you oppose Knapp’s amend-
ment at councilmember. 
andrews@montgomery 
countymd.gov.
 More information is 
available at the following 
websites:
  n The Knapp amendment:  
http://sites.google.com/
site/defeatknappamend-
ment/Home.
  n Montgomery County’s ex-
isting Historic Preservation 
Program:  www. montgom-
eryplanning.org/historic/.
  n National Park Service 
Certified Local Government 
Program:  www.nps.gov/
history/hps/clg/. n

Historic Preservation Threatened by Knapp Proposal
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Barbara Ciment 
Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc 

$250 Million Career Sales     � 1,000 Transactions 
Top Office Producer Since 1988 

 

(H) 301-622-7002   (O) 301-949-7070  
 

barbara@ciment.com 
www.ciment.com 

 

Your Neighborhood Realtor Serving SS/Northwood for 32 Years 
 

In These Tough Times, 
You Need the Best 

$19 Million in Sales  in 2009 
 

You need an experienced real estate 
professional to deal with all the 

unexpected rule changes and obstacles 
to closing your transaction.  

 

Call Me Today for My Free & 
Confidential Market Analysis  

I Do More For My Sellers 
Before you make any move in Northwood, 
Forest Knolls, or Kinsman Farm, I would be 
pleased to share my insights with you.  I will 
inform you on how the overall market is 
affecting prices in the Northwood Area.  
 

When you list with me, I will advise you on 
how to prepare and stage your home to sell 
for Top Dollar in this market.  Your home will 
be listed with 15-30 pictures and a Visual 
Tour on all the major Internet sites, 
including being Featured on: Realtor.com, 
homes.com and Trulia.com 

Northwood Under Contract & Closed Sales Since 1/1/09  - -  As of March 12, 2009

Status Close
Date Address List Price Close Price Seller

Subsidy BR FBA HBA Lot SqFt DOM

Contigent Contract 1016 CHISWELL LN $389,000 7 3 1 7,500 209

SOLD 16-Jan-09 517 UNIVERSITY BLVD W $329,000 $300,000 $12,000 6 3 0 6,428 236

SOLD 18-Feb-09 10915 LOMBARDY RD $309,900 $285,000 $8,550 5 2 0 10,700 201

SOLD 2-Jan-09 304 LADSON RD $259,900 $245,000 $5,000 4 3 0 5,671 199

Contigent Contract 1012 LOXFORD TER $299,000 6 3 0 7,200 101

Contigent Contract 31-Mar-09 38 KINSMAN VIEW CIR $290,000 4 3 1 1,600 0

SOLD 27-Jan-09 414 BELTON CT $280,000 $280,000 $9,500 4 2 0 7,763 131

Contigent Contract 28-Feb-09 311 LADSON RD $280,000 4 2 0 6,244 90

SOLD 16-Jan-09 409 KERWIN RD $364,900 $360,000 $8,975 3 2 0 8,249 116

Contigent Contract 812 MALTA LN $349,900 6 1 1 8,951 183

Contigent Contract 1008 LOXFORD TER $356,450 3 1 1 7,200 158

Contigent Contract 11007 LOMBARDY RD $299,000 4 2 0 6,963 115

Contigent Contract 226 THISTLE DR $342,000 4 2 0 6,000 87

Contigent Contract 405 KERWIN RD $244,900 3 2 0 5,721 314

SOLD 27-Feb-09 904 LOXFORD TER $375,000 $358,000 $0 4 2 1 7,036 208

Contigent Contract 15-Mar-09 416 ROYALTON RD $229,900 3 2 0 8,463 3

Contigent Contract 10904 HANNES CT $298,900 3 2 1 6,204 21
 

Now is a Great Time to Buy a Home!! 
This Distressed Market Period 

May be the Best Buying Opportunity of Your Life 
Let Me Help You Find the Home of Your Dreams! 



10 April 2009 n Northwood News

By Linda S. Perlman
 Have you ever driven 
over the speed limit?  En-
tered an intersection after 
the light turned red?  And 
then breathed a sigh of relief 
because no police officer was 
present to issue you a ticket 
for the violation?  Not so fast; 
you may not have escaped 
detection.  You might still 
receive a citation based on 
a recorded camera image of 
your vehicle traveling more 
than 10 miles above the speed 
limit or entering an intersec-
tion against a red light.
 Speed cameras are traf-
fic enforcement devices that 
automatically take photo-
graphs of vehicles that exceed 
the posted speed limit by at 
least 10 miles per hour. The 
photographs must include 
two time-stamped images of 
the vehicle with a stationary 
object, must show the rear of 
the vehicle, and must clearly 
identify the license tag num-
ber of the vehicle on at least 
one of the images.  Neither 
the driver nor the passengers 
of the vehicles are shown in 
the photographs.  When a vi-
olation occurs, a citation may 
then be mailed to the regis-
tered owner of the vehicle, 
as determined by the license 
plate.
 Speed cameras can be 
placed on highways in resi-
dential districts with a maxi-
mum posted speed limit of 
35 miles per hour and in es-
tablished school zones.  The 
fine is $40.  Currently, only 
Montgomery County and the 
municipalities in Montgom-
ery County (e.g., Takoma 
Park, Chevy Chase Village, 

Rockville, and Gaithersburg) 
are authorized to use au-
tomated speed-monitoring 
systems and to issue citations 
to drivers for speeding based 
on recorded camera images.  
Maryland law further re-
quires that money from speed 
camera fines be used for pub-
lic safety programs.
 Red light cameras operate 
in a similar manner to speed 
cameras.  A vehicle entering 
an intersection against a red 

 Fines for speed camera 
and red light camera tickets 
can generally be paid online, 
by mail, or in person, or the 
violation can be contested by 
requesting a trial on the cita-
tion in the District Court of 
Maryland.  If the fine is not 
paid and the violation is not 
contested, then the Motor 
Vehicle Administration may 
refuse to register or reregis-
ter—or may suspend the reg-
istration of—the vehicle.
 If the registered vehicle 
owner was not driving the 
vehicle at the time of the vio-
lation, then the owner may 
provide a signed affidavit 
stating that the owner was 
not operating the vehicle and 
providing the name, address, 
and, if possible, the driver’s 
license number of the actual 
driver of the vehicle.  The po-
lice then have the discretion 
to forward the citation notice 
to the person identified by 
the registered owner.  If the 
vehicle owner claims that the 
motor vehicle or license tags 
were stolen before the speed 
or red light violation oc-
curred, the owner must sub-
mit proof that a police report 
regarding the stolen vehicle 
or license tags was filed in a 
timely manner.
 Police and public officials 
will tell you that automated 
traffic enforcement is for 
the safety of citizens, not 
to enrich the coffers of the 
state or local police depart-
ment.  Studies show that 
speed and red light cameras 
help decrease speeding and 
red light running and, as a 
result, prevent crashes and 

(continued on page 11)

The red light camera in Four 
Corners is for drivers headed 
east on University Boulevard.

Caught on Camera:  MoCo Photo Traffic Enforcement

light traffic control signal 
triggers the camera and a 
photo is taken of the vehicle.  
The photos image must show 
the rear of the vehicle and the 
license plate.  The fine for a 
red light camera violation is 
currently $75.
 Speed and red light vio-
lations recorded by camera 
are not moving violations for 
purposes of assessing points 
against the driver’s license 
record and violations may not 
be considered for purposes of 
automobile insurance cover-
age.
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injuries and save lives as well.  
Cameras provide consistent 
enforcement of vehicle laws 
and allow police officers to 
devote their time to other law 
enforcement duties.  Speed 
cameras and red light camer-
as are not considered to be an 
invasion of privacy as these 
cameras only take photos of 
the exterior rear of vehicles 
whose operators violate traf-
fic laws by speeding or run-
ning red lights; law-abiding 
drivers are unaffected by the 
cameras.
 [Neighborhood Note:  
The Montgomery County 
Dept. of Police website lists 
red light camera locations, 
including East University 
Boulevard at Colesville Road 
(pictured on page 10, in front 
of Marvin Church).] n

By Catherine Zimmerman

1 No Chemical Pesti-
cides/Herbicides or Fer-
tilizers.  Eliminating toxic 
chemicals protects beneficial 
soil organisms that support 
the ecosystem, the plants and 
animals that live there, and 
the people and pets who visit 
there.

2 “Do No Harm” Ap-
proach.  Meadows require 
minimal disturbance to the 
native landscape.

3 Diversity.  Meadows are 
more than lawns that need to 
be nowed, they are habitats 
teeming with life.  Meadows 
are home to many more dif-
ferent native plant, insect, and 
animal species than monocul-
tures (lawns).

4 Mow Once in March.  
Meadows conserve fuel and 
labor.

5 Sustainable.  Meadows 

thrive on a cradle-to-cradle 
cycle, using their waste to 
build soil organic matter that 
nourishes life.

6 Year-Round Habitat.  
Meadows provide year-round 
cover and food for insects and 
wildlife.

7 Erosion Control.  Un-
like lawns that act as green 
concrete, the complexity and 
varying heights of meadow 
plants will soften rainfall and 
prevent water from rushing 
over the surface of the soil.

8 Bio Remediation.  
Meadows provide a matrix of 
microorganisms, fungi, green 
plants, or their enzymes 
that can restore the natural 
environment altered by con-
taminants to its original con-
dition.

9 Low Maintenance.  
Once established, meadows 
require no watering, minimal 
mowing, no fertilizing, and 

no raking.

10 Enjoyable.  The ever-
changing beauty of a meadow 
evokes a sense of peace and 
calm, while the activity of its 
inhabitatns provides endless 
enjoyment.

 [Excerpted from Zim-
merman’s forthcoming book 
and compansion video, Urban 
and Suburban Meadows:  A 
Meadow Landscape Primer.  
Zimmerman is a certified 
horticulturalist and land-
scape designer who is accred-
ited in organic land care.  She 
lives on Lorain Ave.] n

Speed Cameras 
In Our County
(continued from page 10)

Meadows
urban & suburban

a meadow 
landscape 
primer

10 Reasons to Plant a Meadow ... Instead of a Lawn
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By Steve Rosenstock
 Now that the Stimulus 
Bill has been signed into law, 
here is a summary of the new 
provisions that may be of in-
terest to you.

First Time Home Buyers
 If you (or you + a signifi-
cant other) are a first-time 
home buyer (or have not 
owned a home for at least 
3 years), you can receive a 
$8,000 federal tax credit for 
buying a home (hopefully an 
energy-efficient one) before 1 
December 2009.  Unlike last 
year’s $7,500 tax credit, you 
do not have to pay it back 
over 15 years.
 However, there is a catch 
for previous D.C. homeown-
ers:  If you claimed the D.C. 
homebuyer tax credit in any 
prior taxable year, you are 
not allowed to get the new 
federal tax credit.
 (There are also limits to 
the tax credit for higher in-
come people).

Existing Homes/Efficiency 
Upgrades
 Under the old law, there 
was a specific lifetime cap 
of $500, and specific limits 
on certain types of efficiency 
upgrades (e.g., $200 for 
windows).  Now, the lifetime 
cap is gone and replaced by a 
new 30% tax credit for quali-
fying updates, up to a total 
of $1,500 for improvements 
made from 1 Jan. 2009 to 31 
Dec. 2010.  However, there 
are new requirements for 
the efficiency upgrades, as 
shown below:
  n Insulation – must meet 
values shown in the 2009 In-

ternational Energy Conser-
vation Code (IECC), instead 
of the 2003 IECC under the 
previous law.
 In our area (except for 
Garrett County in Western 
Maryland and parts of West 
Virginia) homes are part of 
Climate Zone 4 (as deter-
mined by DOE).  To receive 
the federal tax credit for an 
insulation project, you must 
meet or beat the following 
insulation levels for the proj-
ect you are installing:
  n Ceiling/Attic:  R-38.
  n Wood Frame Wall:  R-13.
  n Floor:  R-19.
  n Basement Wall:  R-10 
continuous insulated sheath-
ing on the interior or exte-
rior of the home, or R-13 
cavity insulation at the inte-
rior of the basement wall.
  n Crawl Space Wall:  R-10 
continuous insulated sheath-
ing on the interior or exte-
rior of the home, or R-13 
cavity insulation at the inte-
rior of the basement wall.
  n Windows/Doors/Sky-
lights:  Must have U-factors 
equal to or less than 0.30 and 
SHGC (seasonal heat gain co-
efficient) less than or equal to 
0.30 (instead of meeting En-
ergy Star specifications under 
the previous law).
  n Heat Pumps/Split Sys-
tems:  The efficiency must be 
greater than or equal to 15.0 
SEER, 12.5 EER, and 8.5 
HSPF.
  n Heat Pumps/Package 
Systems:  The efficiency 
must be greater than or 
equal to 14.0 SEER, 12.0 
EER, and 8.0 HSPF.
  n Central Air Conditioners/
Split Systems:  The efficiency 

must be greater than or 
equal to 16.0 SEER and 13.0 
EER.
  n Central Air Conditioners/
Package Systems:  The ef-
ficiency must be greater than 
or equal to 14.0 SEER and 
12.0 EER.
  n Gas, Propane, or Oil 
Water Heaters:  The Energy 
Factor (EF) must be greater 
than or equal to 0.82 or ther-
mal efficiency greater than 
or equal to 90%.
  n Electric Heat Pump Wa-
ter Heaters:  The Energy 
Factor must be greater than 
or equal to 2.0.
  n Gas, Propane, or Oil Boil-
ers:  The annual fuel utiliza-
tion efficiency (AFUE) must 
be equal to or greater than 
90.
  n Oil Furnaces:  The AFUE 
must be equal to or greater 
than 90.
  n Gas Furnaces:  The AFUE 
must be greater than or 
equal to 95.

Solar Systems and Geothermal 
Heat Pumps for Your Home
  n Solar PV:  30% tax credit, 
no limit (the $2,000 cap was 
removed last October with 
the first financial recovery 
bill).
  n Solar Thermal:  30% tax 
credit (the $2,000 cap is 
now removed).
  n Geothermal Heat Pumps:  
30% tax credit, and the 
$2,000 cap put in place last 
October is now removed.  
Qualifying systems are those 
that meet or exceed the En-
ergy Star levels (which have 
not changed since before 
EPACT 2005).

(continued on page 13)

A Guide to Federal Energy Efficiency Incentives in 2009
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Dear Editor:
 Reading Stephanie 
Turner’s “Letter to the Edi-
tor” (page 8 in the February 
newsletter) irritated me 
because of its harsh and ag-
gressive tone.  I remember 
Cait James’ article from last 
October and I am not taking 
anybody’s side.  I find both 
views valid and I agree, to an 
extent, with both.  However, 
my husband and I find it un-
necessary and inappropriate 
to use such aggressive lan-
guage towards a fellow neigh-
bor.  Disagreements can be 
shared in a more diplomatic 
and less destructive manner.  
Letters like Stephanie’s do 
not contribute to building a 
stronger sense of community 
but create tension within our 
neighborhood.
—Astrid Ingenlath-Diaz, Lo-
rain Avenue

[Send a letter to the editor at 
nfcca@verizon.net.] n

Letter to 
the Editor

Join the NFCCA’s 
Two List Serves
NFCCA List Serve
   n Subscribe: nfcca-sub-
scribe@yahoogroups.com
   n Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): nfcca@ ya-
hoogroups.com

Northwood Parents List Serve
   n Subscribe (send an email 
to): northwoodparents-sub-
scribe@yahoogroups.com
   n Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): northwood 
parents@yahoogroups.com

New Car Buyers
 If you are in the market 
for an energy-efficient car or 
SUV under 8,500 pounds, 
and you buy one before 1 
January 2010, you can de-
duct all “qualified motor ve-
hicle taxes” from your federal 
tax return.  “Qualified” taxes 
include state sales taxes, local 
sales taxes, and excise taxes.  
This is an “above the line” de-
duction, so people who don’t 
itemize deductions will get 
the deduction.
 There are limits based 
on the price of the car (up to 
$49,500 purchase price) and 
the deduction is phased out 
for higher income people.

Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicles or 
All-Electric Vehicles
  n PHEVs:  the tax credit is 
the same as before, ranging 
from a minimum of $2,500 
to a maximum of $7,500 
based on the size of the bat-
tery. However, the full credit 
is now available for the first 
200,000 vehicles sold per 
manufacturer (rather than 
250,000 total in the US). 
Then the tax credits phase 
out in the same way they 
phased out with regular hy-
brid vehicles (50%, then 25%, 
then 0).
  n Electric Low-Speed Vehi-
cles/Motorcycles/3-Wheeled 
Vehicles:  There is now a 10% 
tax credit, up to a maximum 
of $2,500.
  n Plug-In Conversions:  If 
you would like to convert 
your car to a PHEV, you can 
get a 10% tax credit, up to 
$4,000 for the conversion (as 
long as the battery has a ca-

pacity of at least 4 kWh). This 
particular tax credit expires 
on 31 Dec. 2011.
 Also, there may be state 
and local incentives for per-
forming these actions.  Your 
local utility company may be 
offering rebates, and some 
state and local government 
may offer incentives for mak-
ing your home more energy-
efficient.  A good resource is 
www.dsireusa.org.
 In conclusion, 2009 and 
2010 will be very good years 
to become more energy effi-
cient.
 [Rosenstock is Man-
ager of Energy Solutions at 
Edison Electric Institute in 
Washington, D.C.] n

Save the Date
NFCCA’s First

Rachel Carson 
Meadow Festival

Plus the Return of the

2009 Energy Efficiency Incentives
(continued from page 12)

Sunday, 17 May 2009
‘Pitting of the Pooches’
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Call “The Refinance Lady”
to lower your payments !

Northwood’s Resident Mortgage Expert

$ Government programs allow loans up to 96.5% of the home’s appriased value

$ Pay off higher interest credit card balances with a Home Equity Line of Credit

$ Reverse mortgages are great for seniors who need additional monthly income

$ Free, no-obligation, confidential consultations and credit report reviews

Maureen Carrington Mortgage Loan Officer
www.TheRefiLady.com 301-681-0249 (Home)
Maureen@TheRefiLady.com 301-651-3257 (Office)

By Jim Zepp
 In response to two 
highly publicized homicides 
last November, a commu-
nity crime summit is being 
planned.  The President’s 
Council (also known as 
PrezCo, an umbrella group 
for the 12 Silver Spring 
civic associations inside the 
Beltway) is organizing this 
event as an opportunity for 
citizens, public officials, and 
various community organi-
zations to discuss emerging 
crime problems and to de-
velop an action plan to ad-
dress these concerns.
 Along with some gen-
eral sessions, currently four 
small working groups are 
planned to focus discus-
sions on the following top-

ics:
  n Youths, truants, and 
schools;
  n Working with police to 
keep neighborhoods safe;
  n Making Downtown Sil-
ber Spring safe for every-
one; and
  n Government policies, 
resources, and interagency 
cooperation.
 The two crime incidents 
that led to this meeting 
were shooting of Tai Lam, a 
Blair High School student, 
while riding a County Ride-
On bus in the Long Branch 
area on 1 Nov.  and the 
murder of Lila Meizell in 
her home on Inwood Ave. 
on 26 Nov., following which 
the perpetrators attempt-
ed to cover up the crime 

through arson.  Suspects in 
both cases were arrested in 
about a week after they oc-
curred.
 The community crime 
summit is scheduled for 
Sat., 16 May.  The location 
is to be determined.  Be-
cause Silver Spring area 
crime problems can affect 
our neighborhood and resi-
dents, the NFCCA Board at 
its 11 March meeting agreed 
that a modest contribution 
would be reasonable to sup-
port this effort.  If you are 
interested in helping with 
the planning and arrange-
ments for this meeting or 
wish to attend, send an 
email to Jim Zepp at jzepp 
@mindspring.com for fur-
ther information. n

Silver Spring Crime Summit Planned by PrezCo
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By Jacquie Bokow
 Gary J. Gumm, Chief 
Engineer for the Engineer-
ing and Construction Team 
at the Washington Subur-
ban Sanitary Commission, 
spoke to NFCCA members 
at the February meeting.  
He was asked about proj-
ects planned for the Four 
Corners area, since street 
surveys were being made in 
our neighborhood by a sub-
contractor, JMT.
 Gumm sent the map 
below, which shows the 
streets in Four Corners 
where 5.7 miles of water 
mains are being replaced.  
Felicia James, a Profes-
sional Engineer at Infra-
structure Systems Group 
in Laurel, is managing the 
design of the project.  As 
a general rule, all water 
reconstruction program 
design consultants do their 
own surveys for any reloca-
tion design.
 “JMT has been doing 
the survey work for the 
water mains to be relo-
cated,” said James.  “JMT 
also sends out notification 
letters to the residents in 
the area where they will be 
working.”
 The work indicated 
on the map in South Four 
Corners is being conducted 
by in-house WSSC staff, 
not JMT.  “Actually, they 
have already accomplished 
much of it and have about 
2.2 miles to go,” said 
Gumm.  “We expect that 
this work will occur over 
the next two years and that 
work should recommence 
in July 2009.”  [The origi-

nal color map shows water 
main replacements being 
designed by JMT in red 
(North Four Corners) and 
the water mains designated 
for replacement by the Sys-
tems Enhancement Unit in 
orange (South Four Cor-
ners).]
 “When the project is 
reaching the 90 percent 
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Water Main replacements

BR4875A08 Four Corners

SEU FOUR CORNERS

design stage later this 
spring,” added Gumm, “the 
project manager [James] 
intends on scheduling 
a public meeting in the 
neighborhood.  This is 
likely to happen in April 
or May as we get closer to 
knowing more certainty the 
construction schedule for 
the project.” n

WSSC Replaces Water Mains in Our Neighborhood
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1824 Billman Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20902  301.980.2852

Bradley A. Ralph
certified public accountant

Individual & Business Taxation  |  Relationship Building
Small Business Planning & Consulting  |  Se Habla Español

“The hardest thing in the world 
        to understand is the income tax.”

albert einstein

“I can help you understand it.” 
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is less than half in the wild 
and we have a problem with 
moles?

Foxes
 Red foxes are small (10-
14 lb.), dog-like animals 
with a sharp pointed nose, 
erect ears, and a bushy tail.  
Although they can come in 
colors from black to blonde, 
they are usually red, with 
black legs and a white tipped 
tail.  Active during the day 
and night, red foxes inhabit 
the entire state of Maryland.  
Like many other wildlife spe-
cies, they have become “ur-
banized” and do quite well 
in our urban and suburban 
environments.
 Any mammal can be 
infected with rabies.  In 
Maryland, foxes and skunks 
usually each comprise five 
percent of the confirmed 
rabies cases.  Raccoons 
make up 85 percent of the 
confirmed rabies cases in 
Maryland.  Once an animal is 
infected, the disease is fatal.  
Animals usually die within 10 
days once the signs of rabies 
are evident.  It is important 
to avoid physical contact with 
wild animals and immediate-
ly report any animal bites to 
your local health department.
 Fox eat rabbits, mice, 
rats, etc.  They avoid contact 
with humans.

Beavers
 We will leave this one 
alone;  the same advice is ap-
plicable concerning human 
interaction with beavers.  
Leave them alone as they are 
beneficial to the local ecosys-

tem.

Rabbits
 Even though rabbits can 
cause damage to gardens and 
lawns, they are providing 
their predators with much-
needed food.  Also, without 
rabbits, many areas might be 
overgrown with scrub.  Rab-
bits suppress the growth of 
shrubs by nibbling the grow-
ing shoots; the resulting turf 
encourages the growth of 
low-growing plants such as 
vetch.  In turn, these small 
flowering plants attract many 
butterflies and the short grass 
is suitable for other insects 
such as ants.  The insects, in 
turn, attract many species of 
birds.

Possum (Well, Opossum)
 Learn about North Amer-
ica’s only marsupial at www.
opossum.org.

Bats
 Of course, they eat mos-
quitos!  If they get in your 
house, call a bat remover 
who will gently remove the 
little flying mamals and re-
turn them to the wide world.  
Read more at www.dnr.state. 
md.us/wildlife/bats/nhpbat 
intro.asp.

Bees
 You could take a class or 
three on bees (I did!).  Check 
out www.msbeea.org/main/
home.html.

Domestics
 Don’t let dogs run loose.  
Call Animal Control if you 
see a loose dog, which will 
get run over by traffic!  Of 

course, free-roaming cats are 
a problem for wildlife.  Here’s 
a good article on reasons to 
keep you cat an indoor one:  
www.wildliferescueleague. 
org/cats.html.

Some Good Links
  n Montgomery County Ani-
mal Services:  240.773.5960
  n Dog Rescues:  www.
pgaa. com/Maryland.html
  n Birds:  chesapeakewild 
life.homestead.com/index.
html
  n Cat Rescues:  www. 
marylandpet.com/cat_ )res-
cue_maryland.htm
 Remember:  a diverse 
biosphere is a healthy one.  
Coexisting will help us (hu-
man species) to last longer on 
this planet. 
 [Excerpted with per-
mission from a list serve 
message to Friends of Sligo 
Creek.] n

(continued from page 3)

A Mini-Course on Local Beneficial Animals

Financing Plan to 
Retrofit Homes
 MoCo Councilmember 
Roger Berliner has proposed 
legislation (Bill No. 06-09) to 
create a MoCo Home Energy 
Loan Program (HELP).
 Under the program, a 
homeowner would volun-
tarily obtain a home energy 
audit from a certified au-
ditor to identify the most 
cost-effective measures.  The 
homeowner would then take 
the results of the audit to the 
county, which would provide a 
zero-interest loan to make the 
improvements. n
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 Listings in Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman
As of  3/16/2009

    Full Half
Active List Price Style Bedrms  Baths Bath
402 Belton Rd $355,000 Cape Cod 2 2 0
409 Belton Rd $289,000  Rambler 3 2 0
1307 Caddington Ave $315,000 Split Level 5 4 0
10306 Colesville Rd $300,000 Cape Cod 4 2 0
1108 Chiswell Ln $464,000 Split Level 4 2 1
414 Eisner St $472,999 Split Level 3 2 0
10619 Glenwild Rd $425,000 Rambler 4 2 1
316 Irwin St $330,000 Rambler 6 2 0
423 Kerwin Rd $265,000 Rambler 4 2 0
53 Kinsman View Cir $350,000 Townhouse 4 2 1
63 Kinsman View Cir $325,900 Townhouse 4 3 1
10610 Lockridge Dr $368,000 Rambler 5 3 0
10710 Lombardy Rd $333,330 Raised Rambler 3 2 0
1000 Loxford Ter $299,000 Split Level 4 2 1
200 Marvin Rd $399,999 Cape Cod 4 3 0
10406 Mountain Quail Rd $535,000 Colonial 4 3 1
10212 Sutherland Rd $565,000 Colonial 4 3 0
800 Whittington Ter $285,000 Split Foyer 4 3 0
107 Woodridge Ave $449,000 Cape Cod 3 2 0

For All Your
Real Estate Needs, Call

Maureen Bovich

Serving Northwood, Forest Knolls &
Kinsman Residents For Over 10 Years

Office Direct:  301 388-2625
Cell: 301 502-0601
Email: jmbovich@aol.com

** Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed **

12520 Prosperity Drive, Suite 105, Silver Spring, MD 20904 • 301-388-2600
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By Laura Hussey
 The confluence of atten-
tion on global climate change, 
U.S. dependence on foreign 
oil, a tanking economy, and 
concerns about food safety 
(think peanut butter and sal-
monella) has caused many of 
us to make lifestyle changes, 
whether voluntarily or out of 
necessity.
 One way you can address 
all of these issues at one time 
is by choosing to eat more 
locally produced foods.  By 
eating locally, you reduce the 
portion of the food price that 
goes to shipping the food, the 
amount of fuel consumed to 
get it from field to table, and 
you support local jobs and 
the local economy.  When 
more of the price of the 
food goes into the qual-
ity of the food rather than 
into transportation costs, 
you get better quality food.  
Wow, to think that all that 
good could come just from 
eating food that probably 
tastes better too, especially 
since it wasn’t picked green 
to withstand shipping!
 I imagine many of you al-
ready patronize local farmer’s 
markets, and if you are buy-
ing locally produced produce 
and other products, you are 
already supporting the con-
cept of eating local.  Here’s 
an idea that would help kick 
up your support for the above 
concepts:  buy a share in a 
CSA.
 Okay, what is a CSA?  
CSA stands for “community 
supported agriculture.”  The 
idea is that a small farmer’s 
local community agrees to 
share some of the risk in-

herent in farming by pay-
ing upfront for a share in 
the rewards—the delicious 
bounty of fresh, locally grown 
produce.  Participants pay 
a set fee, usually before the 
growing season starts, pro-
viding the farmer cash flow 
to pay for the necessary sup-
plies.  Then, throughout the 
growing season, each CSA 
participant receives regular 
(typically weekly) portions of 
the week’s harvest.  When the 
harvest is good, CSA mem-
bers make out; when poor 
weather or other conditions 
cause the harvest to be low, 

CSA members share that risk 
with the farmer.  This risk-
sharing approach allows the 
farmer to plant more diverse 
crops than otherwise might 
be practical, providing CSA 
participants access to greater 
diversity as well.  Many CSA 
farmers also practice organic 
farming or other sustainable 
techniques that are not only 
good for the environment, 
but produce tastier results, 
too!
 I’ve signed up for a CSA 
this year, and I’ll be report-
ing in a future issue about 
my experience.  If you like to 
cook, are willing to be a little 

adventurous (you don’t get 
to choose what goes in your 
share each week), and want 
to eat local, a CSA may be for 
you.  Now is the time of year 
to sign up.
 Several very local options 
exist and are listed in the box 
below.  For a more complete 
listing, see The Washing-
ton Post article on CSAs, 
available at www.washing-
tonpost. com/wp-dyn/con-
tent/article/2009/02/03/
AR2009020302559.html.
  n Good Fortune Farm 
CSA is located in southern 
Prince George’s County near 
Brandywine.  This CSA of-
fers a wide variety of fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs over 

27 weeks from mid-
May through No-
vember.  Pick up is at 
the farm, with home 
delivery available for 
an additional charge.  

Free-range poultry and 
eggs are also available.  
Contact Michelle Klein, 

301. 579.2105, or email:  
mkleinm@msn.com. (Certi-
fied Organic).
  n Sligo Creek Farm CSA 
is located right in Silver 
Spring (as local as you can 
get!).  Contact John Brill, 
240.328.8180, or email: 
jbrill64@yahoo.com.  Web-
site:  www.sligocreek farm.
com.
  n Spiral Path Farm CSA 
delivers to the Silver Spring 
Farmer’s Market on Saturday 
mornings.  They have a 27 
week season and offer two 
delivery sizes:  Full is 3/4 
bushel and medium is 1/2 
bushel.  Website is www. spi-
ralpathfarm.com. n

Eat Local:  Community-Supported Agriculture
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