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Next Meeting
on 15 October

Due to Yom Kippur, the
Jewish High Holy Day, oc-
curring on the evening of the
regularly scheduled NFCCA
meeting (8 October), Presi-
dent Carole Barth has suc-
ceeded in rescheduling the
use of the Rec Center to the
following week.

Therefore, the next meet-
ing of the Northwood-Four
Corners Civic Association will
be held on Wednesday, 15
October 2008, at 7:30 p.m.
at the North Four Corners
Rec Center.  The Rec Center
is located at the end of
Southwood Road, just off
Edgewood Drive.

Items on the agenda in-
clude election of a new Board
of Directors.

All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.
Please note that only paid
members of the NFCCA are
eligible to vote.

Annual dues (October to
September) are $10 per
household and may be paid at
any meeting.  You also may
mail your dues to current
NFCCA Treasurer Linda
Perlman at 1203 Caddington
Avenue in the envelope in-
cluded in this issue. �
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How to Rent North Four Corners
Recreation Center for Your Events
By Carole Barth

For about five decades
the recreation center in
North Four Corners Park
has been the site of scout
meetings, “Sweet 16” par-
ties, language classes,
wakes, anniversary parties,
and countless neighborhood
meetings.  Its iconic style
(featuring unsmoothed logs

and local mica-rich stone)
brings to mind summer
camp and scout jamborees.

I think fondly of the
time we held a potluck Yule
party to thank the Ameri-
Corps kids for their hard
work rebuilding the Rachel
Carson Trail along North-
west Branch. I remember
the searing heat one sum-
mer when over 100 resi-
dents packed the then
un-air-conditioned center to
demand meaningful partici-
pation in planning restora-
tion projects along the
branch.   I treasure the
snapshot of Marion Lane
and I making friends with a
Park Police draft horse at
National Night Out.  I feel
the presence of dear friends
that have moved away or
passed on, and an echo of
those who came before me
and made memories here ev-
ery time I see the building.

So, I would like to en-
courage you to make your
own memories at the rec
center.  You can rent the
building for four hours at a
cost of $76 during the week
or $152 on weekends.  Addi-
tional hours cost $19 per
hour for weekdays or $38

(continued on page 5)
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Northwood News is
published by the North-
wood-Four Corners Civic
Association.  The NFCCA
represents the 1,489 house-
holds in the area bounded
by Colesville Rd. (Rte. 29),
University Blvd. (Rte. 193),
Caddington Ave., and the
Northwest Branch.

Any resident of this area is
eligible to join the NFCCA.
Annual dues are $10 per
household and may be paid
at any Association meeting
or mailed to the treasurer.

The Northwood News is
published five times a year—
in October, December,
February, April, and June.
To place an ad or discuss a
story, please contact the
editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood

News

President’s Message

Fall is officially here.  The black gum leaves are starting
to turn scarlet, asters and goldenrod are in bloom, and the
fresh cider season has begun.  It’s a good time to consider
the year’s “harvest” for our Association.

We met our membership target for the year, with 160
paid members.  Still, that is only 10.7 percent of the house-
holds in Northwood/Four Corners/Forest Knolls.  I would
like to see that doubled in FY2009.  Please use the envelope
enclosed in this newsletter to renew your membership for
the period from 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009.  It’s still a
bargain at only $10 per household.

Remember, only active members are allowed to vote at
Association meetings.  For you competitive types,
Timberwood Avenue led the pack in 2008 with a whopping
40 percent of households signing up as active members.
Can your street beat that?

Fall is also election season, and the first order of busi-
ness at the October meeting is to elect a new board.  The
Board meets five times a year (September, November,
January, March, and May).  At these meetings we discuss
any issues we expect to come up at the next members’
meeting and plan articles for the upcoming newsletter.

In general, we look to board members to contribute oc-
casional articles to the newsletter and help with association
events and activities.  Often Board members chose to focus
on a particular issue or project.  Of course, you don’t have
to be on the board to write articles or help with events and
activities, so sometimes board members help by recruiting
volunteers.  We are all volunteers, so it’s understood that
we do what we can in the context of very full lives.

In addition, the officers have the following duties:
  � The President serves as the point of contact for the
community, receiving official notices from a variety of
agencies.  The President usually conducts NFCCA meetings
and often represents the Association by testifying at hear-
ings or otherwise communicating NFCCA’s positions.
  � The Vice President steps in if the President is unavail-
able.
  � The Treasurer manages the accounts, keeps track of the
memberships, and writes the checks.
  � The Secretary checks for a quorum (if we’re voting on any
resolutions) and records any proposed resolutions and votes.

Please consider joining the Board; we do have open po-
sitions.  Contact Mark Weingart (301.593.5702) if you’re
willing to serve.  Feel free to contact me if you have any
questions.  In the end, the civic association is really just
neighbors getting together to protect and improve our
community.  It’s a pretty simple idea, yet it can be very
powerful.

—Carole Ann Barth

Parents Seek
Babysitters

The Northwood-Four
Corners Baby Network is up-
dating its list of babysitters.
Any teen interested in baby-
sitting in the neighborhood
should Contact Alexandra
Travers, 301.593.1798,
alexandra_travers@hotmail
.com. Two references are re-
quired.  Northwood Parents
List Serve members may re-
quest a copy of the list.  To
join, send an email to north
woodparents-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com. �
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The Board of Directors for
the Northwood-Four
Corners Civic Association
meets five times a year, in
October, December, Febru-
ary, April, and June.
Current officers for 2007-
2008 are:

President
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

Vice President
Mark Weingart

309 Timberwood Avenue

301.593.5702
markweingart@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Secretary

Vacant

At Large
Maureen Carrington
10400 Eastwood Avenue
301.681.0249
MCarrington@Month-
     Off.com

Ted Daniel
302 Marvin Road
301.593.0418
ted.daniel@mail.house.gov

Laura Hussey
10308 Edgewood Avenue
301.592.0646
laura_hussey@
     mindspring.com

Editor, Northwood News

Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

NFCCA

Board

New Board
To Be Elected

The terms of the current
NFCCA Board expire with
the October meeting.  Several
officers have agreed to serve
again, but several replace-
ments will be needed.

Maureen Carrington has
agreed to take on the position
of Secretary, which has been
vacant for the past year.
Mark Weingart also is step-
ping down as Vice President.

If you would like to con-
sider running for the 2008-
2009 NFCCA Board of
Directors, please contact Mark
Weingart, 301.593.5702, mark
weingart@yahoo.com, to
have your name added to the
ballot.  If you have questions
about serving, feel free to con-
tact any of the Board mem-
bers listed at right. �

By Jacquie Bokow
Montgomery County has

greatly expanded its curbside
recycling program for plas-
tics.  Instead of accepting
only plastic bottles with a
narrow neck, Montgomery
County residents can now re-
cycle plastic bottles, contain-
ers, and lids.  There’s no need
to check for the neck or the
number!  Recycling is the law
in MoCo, which has a goal to
recycle 50 percent of all waste
generated in the County.

Do Recycle

  � Plastic bottles such as
milk, juice, water, syrup, veg-
etable oil, salad dressing, de-
tergent, and shampoo/
conditioner bottles
  � Plastic food-grade tubs
and lids such as margarine/
butter tubs, cottage cheese,
yogurt, mayonnaise, dairy
topping, peanut butter, and
salad containers
  � Plastic pails/buckets such
as ice cream, detergent, pet
food and kitty litter containers
  � Plastic flower pots
  � Plastic beverage cups

Don’t Recycle

  � Any plastic bottle or con-
tainer that held hazardous
automotive or garden prod-
ucts such as motor oil, anti-
freeze and pesticides
  � Plastic wrap and bags
  � Polystyrene and
Styrofoam products

The Rules

  � Labels and plastic rings
around the neck of the bottles
are okay.

New County Recycling Rules—No
More Checking Necks or Numbers

  � Empty the containers.
  � Rinse. The less contami-
nation the better.
  � Place plastic containers
(and lids) in your blue bin.

The County also provides
scheduled curbside collection
of large scrap metal items
such as appliances, metal fil-
ing cabinets, metal doors,
lawn mowers, or grills.  To
schedule a scrap metal pick-
up, contact the Div. of Solid
Waste Services, 240.777.
6410 or www.montgomery
countymd.gov/scrapmetal
by 11:00 a.m. the day before
your regular recycling collec-
tion day. �
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classifieds

LOCAL GUITAR LESSONS. Teacher
with over 20 years experience will
help you learn guitar and the music
theory behind it. 301-593-0710.

YOUR AD HERE. Sell an item or a
service to your 1,488 neighbors.
A four-line ‘Northwood News’
classified costs only $10/issue!

9912 COLESVILLE ROAD
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901
301-681-0200 • Fax 301-681-8877

carlrutan@verizon.net
www.carlrutaninsurance.com

Erie
Insurance

CARL RUTAN
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Auto
Home

Business
Life

By Jacquie Bokow
Ever notice how many

black squirrels there are in
our neighborhood?  In case
you missed the explanation
in The Washington Post, staff
writer David Fahrenthold
wrote that 18 Canadian
squirrels were released at the
National Zoo during the
presidency of Theodore
Roosevelt.  Unlike the native
gray squirrels you still see
around, the released Canadi-
ans have glossy black coats
and have spread out from
Washington, D.C., at least 30
miles in each direction.

Scientists say it’s “a real-
life example of natural selec-
tion at work,” writes
Fahrenthold.  The black crit-
ters are just a color variation

Black Squirrels Are Escaped Canadians From Zoo

of the common gray squir-
rel—called melanistic, mean-
ing “dark-pigmented”—and
not a different species.

The Smithsonian archives
mention that the zoo got
black squirrels from the Ca-
nadian Department of Crown
Lands in Ontario in both
1902 and 1906.  There’s no
record of exactly why they
were brought to D.C., or even

why they were released, al-
though a zoo spokeswoman
said the best guess is that
“they were trying to restore
the local population of gray
squirrels, which had been
decimated through hunting,”
according to the article.

Some scientists believe
the black squirrels’ dark coats
allow them to retain heat
from sunlight in winter, al-
lowing them to survive more
easily than the lighter com-
mon gray squirrels as they
wouldn’t need as much food
to stay warm. �

To join the NFCCA List
Serve, send an email
to nfcca-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com.
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Sending flowers out of town?

Call us!  24 hour ordering.

301-593-4700

www.hooverfisherflorist.com

Freshest Flowers in Town!
Professionally Designed

Hand Delivered

Located in the
Woodmoor Shopping Center
University Blvd. @ Rt 29

Mention this coupon and
receive $5 off your next
purchase!  Offer expires

October 31, 2008

on weekends.  Here’s how to
do it:

1. Go to http://tinyurl.
com/5yo3zu and select
“North Four Corners Park”
from the park list.  Enter
the date(s) you are inter-
ested in and press the
“search” button.

2. Press the tiny “availabil-
ity” button.  Assuming the
day you are interested in is
not fully booked, click on the
day to see what hours are
available.  Check the block of
time you want to reserve and
add it to your cart.  Hopefully
you will get a response telling
you that your payment has
been received.

3. Plan a visit to the Parks
permit office (9500 Brunett
Avenue, Silver Spring, MD
20901) well before your
event to pick up your per-
mit.  As the website says,
“reservations can only be
finalized with the assistance
of the Park Permit staff.”
This means that your online
reservation and payment is

no guarantee that you have
actually made a reservation.
(Remember the Seinfeld
line, “You know how to
take the reservation, but not
how to hold the reserva-
tion.)  Your reservation is
not official until someone
downloads it from the com-
puter and enters it into the
system by hand.  This usu-
ally takes several days and,
in the meantime, someone
else could reserve your slot.
(This is also probably why
double-booking is a recur-
ring problem.)

4. You will need to plan
your visit(s) because the
permit office is not open
evenings or weekends.
Even when they are sup-
posed to be open (8:30
a.m.–5:00 p.m.), it is not
uncommon to find the of-
fice empty.  Bring a book
and be prepared to wait.

5. Finally, when you get
your permit, double-check
everything.  Over the years
I have been presented per-
mits with the wrong dates,
times, and even places. �

(continued from page 1)

How to Rent the NFC Rec Center

Montgomery County is
now accepting electronic
items for recycling.  The pro-
gram for electronics is open
to all Montgomery County
residents and businesses.

A Community Drop-Off
Event will be held Sunday,
19 October 2008, at Mont-
gomery Blair High School
from Noon to 4:00 p.m.

Montgomery Co. Will Recycle Your Old Electronics
All collected items are

recycled.  Accepted items
include:
  � small electronic appli-

ances
  � calculators
  � camcorders
  � CDs and floppy disks
  � CD players
  � cell phones
  � computers and computer-

related products
  � consumer electronics
  � copiers
  � cords and cables (includ-

ing chargers)
  � digital cameras
  � electronic typewriters
  � fax machines
  � microwave ovens
  � personal digital assistant

equipment
  � printers
  � projection equipment
  � scanners
  � telephones
  � small electronic toys
  � televisions
  � VCRs

For more details on
MoCo electronics recycling,
with location maps, visit
www.montgomerycountymd
.gov/hazardouswaste. �
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By David L. Perlman
The Northwood-Four

Corners area—which makes
up most of Precinct 13-11—
has voted strongly Demo-
cratic in election after
election.  The one big break
in the political pattern was in
1966, when most of us voted
for the Republican candidate
for governor.

Our votes helped Spiro
Agnew to a close win over
Democrat George Mahoney
and came close to changing
the course of America’s politi-
cal history.

First, a bit of background.
In a crowded field of eight
candidates for the Demo-
cratic nomination, our pre-
cinct had strongly supported
liberal two-term congress-
man Carlton Sickles.  State-
wide, though, Mahoney won
with 31 percent of the vote,
very narrowly edging out
Sickles.

Mahoney, a Baltimore
contractor who six times had
been an unsuccessful candi-
date for governor or senator,
ran a one-issue racist cam-
paign of opposition to laws
prohibiting racial discrimina-
tion in the sale or rental of
housing.  Mahoney’s cam-
paign slogan:  “Your Home is
Your Castle; Protect It.”

Agnew, then considered a
political moderate, was the
county executive of Republi-
can-leaning Baltimore
county but was little known
in our part of the state.  Dis-
mayed at the primary out-
come, the precinct
Democratic committee re-
fused to endorse Mahoney.
With the encouragement of

A Personal Look Back:  Democrats for Agnew
Precinct Chair Ken Young, a
“Democrats for Agnew”
Committee was quickly
formed.  My wife, Laura
Perlman, and our Cadding-
ton Avenue neighbor, Ber-
nard Fell, were co-chairs.

Thanks to the crossover
voting pattern, Agnew car-
ried our precinct and nar-
rowly won statewide.

Two years later, he was
Richard Nixon’s surprise pick
as his vice presidential run-

ning mate.  “Spiro who?” del-
egates asked about the little-
known choice.  But Agnew
had been a supporter of
Nixon’s rival, New York
Governor Nelson Rockefeller,
and his selection was intended
to help unite the party.

Almost overnight, Agnew
changed into a Republican
pit bull.  He savagely at-
tacked his critics in the media
as an “unelected elite” out of
touch with the American
people and eventually be-

came something of a laugh-
ing stock.  If Agnew had re-
mained in office, it is likely
that Congress would have
been reluctant to elevate him
to the presidency by im-
peaching Nixon.  The Pre-
cinct 13-11 vote for governor
would have helped change
history.

Early in the Nixon-
Agnew second term, how-
ever, the Vice President was
engulfed in a federal investi-
gation that led to criminal
charges of bribery and large-
scale tax evasion, from the
time he was a county execu-
tive through his years as vice
president.

The Watergate scandal
was starting to unravel, lead-
ing to a nightmare scenario
of the possible impeachment
of both the President and
Vice President of the United
States.

But Nixon could no
longer count on Agnew as a
political safety net.  The Vice
President’s plea bargain al-
lowed him to escape jail by
paying a fine for tax evasion
and promising to resign his
office.  Nixon made the safe
choice of popular House Re-
publican Leader Gerald Ford
as the new Vice President.
The Watergate scandal deep-
ened, but Agnew was no
longer around to protect
Nixon from being forced out
of office.

So, in the end, the votes
of Precinct 13-11 didn’t really
change history.  But they
came close.

[David L. Perlman is the
father of NFCCA Treasurer
Linda Perlman.] �

Spiro T. Agnew, former gov-
ernor of Maryland, U.S. Vice
President, and tax evader.
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Relax, Restore, and RejuvenateRelax, Restore, and RejuvenateRelax, Restore, and Rejuvenate   

Yoga• Massage• Acupuncture• Herbal Medicine 
 

10723B Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD, 20901  
 301-754-3730 | BlueHeronWellness.com  

1.5 miles north of Four Corners, on Route 29, above Trader Joe’s 
enter behind California Tortilla 

Gift Certificates always available 

This Fall,  
Take 10 with Blue Heron Wellness 

 

$10 off 60-minute massage 
$10 off Acupuncture Happy Hour 

$10 off 10-class yoga pass 
 

Coupon must accompany purchase.  Not applicable to gift certificate purchases.   
Some other restrictions apply.  Call for more details. 
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NFCCA will sponsor its
first-ever dog show on Satur-
day, 25 October 2008, from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The
“Pitting of the Pooches” will
be held in Rachel Carson
Meadow adjacent the Rec
Center at 211 Southwood Av-
enue (off Edgewood Avenue).

Here is the proposed
schedule for the event:
  � 10:00–11:00, Sign Up.
Owners can add their pet’s
name to the list for each
event they wish to enter.
Each owner and pet will be
called into the “ring” when
it’s their turn.  There are no
restrictions on the number of
events individual pets may
enter.
  � 10:15–10:30, Best Kisser.
Owners willing to have their
dogs give them kisses line up
with their dogs and the judge
watches as each owner is
kissed by his/her dog.  Most
enthusiastic kisser wins.
There may be second and
third prizes, too.
  � 10:30–11:00, Best Junior
Dog Handler.  Kids 12 and
under walk their dogs around
the ring on a leash and, at
the judge’s command, tell
their dogs to sit, reverse di-
rection, speed up, and slow
down.  The winner is the
child who demonstrates
teamwork with his or her dog
and shows promise as a fu-
ture responsible pet owner.
First, second, and third place
prizes will be awarded.
  � 11:00–11:15, Best Singer.
Owners whose dogs can
make interesting vocaliza-
tions take their turn demon-

strating for the judges. The
crowd can influence the vote
by applause.
  � 11:20–11:45, Best Butt.
Participants lead their dogs
around the ring once and
stop.  Each participant will be
asked to walk the dog away
from the judge into the cen-
ter of the ring so that the
judge can check out the dog’s
rear.  Multiple judges help to
mitigate differences in dog
taste.  Possible first, second,
and third place prizes.
  � 11:50–12:20, Best
Trick.  Each partici-
pant demonstrates a
trick.  The panel of
judges may give first,
second, and third
place prizes.
  � 12:20–12:30, Dog-
Owner Look-Alike
Contest.  In this event
there is only one win-
ner, the person who
looks most like his/
her dog (or vice-
versa).
  � 12:30–1:00, Best
Manners.  A judge will
ask each participant
to tell his/her dog to
sit, take a treat nicely,
and be petted by the judge.
Points are taken off for jump-
ing up on the judge or exhib-
iting unfriendly or aggressive
behavior.  All dogs receiving
a certain number of points
will win a prize.
  � 1:00–2:00, Best-In-
Show.  All dogs that have
won first place in any of the
other classes compete for best
all-around dog.  The com-
petitors should walk nicely

around the ring with their
humans, be well-groomed,
and display a good personal-
ity.

All entrants will receive a
bag of doggie treats; winners
will get doggie toys and their
names (and perhaps their
photos) in the Northwood
News.

NFCCA Board Member
Ted Daniels has agreed to
emcee the event, but judges
with a good sense of humor

are needed.  Potential judges
may not enter a dog in the
competition.

Anyone wishing to volun-
teer to help set up or who
would like to enquire about
selling beverages and food
during the event (preference
given to local scout troops or
other nonprofit organizations)
should contact Laura Hussey,
301.592.0646, laura_hussey
@mindspring.com. �

First NFCCA-Sponsored Dog Show, ‘Pitting of the
Pooches,’ to be Fun Event on Saturday, 25 October

Emily and Alycia Levy (with neigh-
bor Nancy, center) believe their dog,
Chili, would win as “Cutest Pooch.”
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Call “The Refinance Lady”
to lower your payments !

Northwood’s Resident Mortgage Expert

$ Government action pushes rates near historic lows—Lock in a fixed rate below 6%!

$ Pay off higher interest credit card balances with a Home Equity Line of Credit

$ 30 & 40 year loans with fixed rates & interest-only period keeps your payments lowest

$ Free, no-obligation, confidential consultations and credit report reviews

Maureen Carrington Mortgage Loan Officer
www.TheRefiLady.com 301-681-0249 (Home)
Maureen@TheRefiLady.com 301-651-3257 (Office)

SILBER, PERLMAN, 
SIGMAN & TILEV, P.A.SP

S

T
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By Cait James
In the last edition of the

Northwood News, I wrote a
piece raising the question of
whether the Northwood Four
Corners Civic Association
(NFCCA) could be more in-
clusive.  I pointed out that, in
my limited experience with
the civic association, it had
struck me that the member-
ship of the association did not
seem as diverse as the people
who make up the neighbor-
hood.  I raised the idea of try-
ing to attract a more diverse
membership.  Since one of
the largest racial/cultural
groups in this neighborhood
is Latino, I  pointed out that
one possible means to be-
coming more inclusive would
be to publish the neighbor-
hood newsletter in both En-
glish and Spanish or have
simultaneous translation to
Spanish at NFCCA meetings.
I published my phone num-
ber and email address in
hopes of getting some sense
of whether there was any in-
terest in the neighborhood in
such ideas.

I did get some re-
sponses—exactly four—and
all expressed the same point
of view.  [Responses received
by the editor and president
appear in boxes on this page
and next.]  Those who re-
sponded were civil but very
opposed to the idea of mak-
ing the NFCCA bilingual.
These four people believe that
bilingualism is not a desirable
goal for our civic association
because they feel that using
two languages would dis-
courage those with limited
English from learning the

language.  Some said they
believe that some immigrants
choose not to learn English
and isolate themselves by
choosing not to assimilate,
which makes it difficult for
them to get ahead.  They be-
lieve that the NFCCA would
be enabling this problem if it
became bilingual.

When I received these
messages (by email and
phone) I simply noted the
opinions but did not respond.
I truly wanted to hear how
people felt about the ideas in

my article.  However, the
truth of the matter is, I felt
saddened by these responses.
I felt saddened by the lack of
understanding of the situa-
tion of many immigrants ex-
pressed by these views.  I felt
saddened by a lack of willing-
ness to try something differ-
ent.  I felt saddened that I did
not hear from anyone who is
supportive.

What particularly con-
cerned me was the concep-
tion expressed by the people
who contacted me that most
people with limited English
“choose” not to learn English.
In my experience as a
teacher of English to Speak-
ers of Other Languages
(ESOL), there are many im-
migrants who are working so
hard (in many cases at more
than one job while trying to
raise a family) that they do
not have very much time for
study.  And then there are
some who do carve out sig-
nificant amounts of time to
study the language but for
whom learning a new lan-
guage does not come easily
and who still struggle to read
a simple flyer or fill out a
form after years of part-time
study.  Such folks, I imagine,
might be grateful when a
neighbor or a neighborhood
organization reaches out to
them in their own language,
the language in which they
can function fluently.

In addition, my personal
inspiration is also celebration.
I firmly believe that bi- or
multilingualism is an asset to
individuals, to organizations,
or to nations and can be used

Revisiting the Question of Latino Inclusion

One Response
Transcript of a message left
on the editor’s answering
machine on 7 June 2008:

Hi. I’m calling … um … live
in the area, got the North-
wood News, was horrified
that you had put an article
in here in Spanish. With all
the problems with Latinos—
the shooting up at Takoma
Park, two of them, two
people dead, all the illegals
and all the problems with
them devastating our sys-
tem here and our way of
life—and you put an article
in here in Spanish?  When
English is the official lan-
guage?  No documents
should be in Spanish.  So, if
I find another one in this
paper, I don’t want to re-
ceive it and I would like … I
will be asking for my dues
back from the Association.
Thank you.

[The caller did not identify
herself.  See next page for
another response via email.] (continued on page 12)



12 October 2008 � Northwood News

to celebrate multiculturalism.
In my personal vision, I would
love to be a part of a civic as-
sociation that celebrates the
diversity of its members by
reaching out in more than one
language.  I would love to be a
part of a civic organization
that is a place where I could
meet folks that I might not
normally cross paths with in
my daily routine with, but
with whom I might soon find
things in common because of
the shared experience of where
we live.  (I realize that many
in the neighborhood have such
opportunities through activi-
ties at Forest Knolls Elemen-
tary School.  However, there
are many others here whose
children do not attend Forest
Knolls, whose children have
moved on from Forest Knolls,
or who do not have children
who do not have such a meet-
ing place.)

I have talked in-person to
a number of people who are
sympathetic to the idea of
making the organization more
inclusive.  Clearly bilingualism
is not the only means to this
end, and certainly it is not the
way this community is inter-
ested in going at this point.  I
love the potential of a com-
munity organization like ours,
and I hope we can find ways
to grow and change as the
neighborhood does.  I’m sure
there are many out there with
better ideas than the ones I
have put forth so far.  I hope
the idea of becoming more in-
clusive will not die, and I am
happy to continue the conver-
sation with anyone who is in-
terested. �

(continued from page 11)

Inclusion or Not
By Jim Zepp

Over the Summer, the Sil-
ver Spring Solar Collective was
formed to encourage the pur-
chase of solar residential water
heating and electrical power
systems by seeking a volume
discount from installers and
benefitting from the technical
knowledge and experience of
other members.  It has over
40 members so far, who live
in Four Corners, Takoma
Park, Silver Spring, Hyattsville,
Bowie, and Germantown.
You can find current informa-
tion and also join by signing
up at solarcollective.ning.com
Participants are asked to send
a check (made out to NFCCA)
for $20 to Jim Zepp, 10602
Lockridge Drive, Silver Spring,
MD 20901 to defray operating
expenses for the group.

One of the collective’s first
tasks was to survey the mem-
bers’ needs and priorities since
some members are just begin-
ning to explore the solar con-
cept while others are ready to
install a system.  To this end, a
questionnaire was distributed.
So far, most members are in-
terested in solar electricity
(photovoltaics) but there are
also members interested in so-
lar thermal (hot water.)

Next, it’s important to fig-
ure out each individual’s cur-
rent energy situation and
whether or not they have
enough sun exposure. Mem-
bers can sign up for a home
energy audit conducted by
Collective member and
Northwood community resi-
dent Reuven Walder
(info@energyefficienthome.net)
at a special discount.  A home
energy audit evaluates the en-

ergy performance of the whole
home as one system.  Analyz-
ing heating and cooling sys-
tems, water heater, insulation,
air leakage, and windows re-
veals how to significantly reduce
energy consumption, address
health and safety issues and im-
prove comfort.  The audit report
shows the homeowner which
investments (e.g., new win-
dows, adding insulation) will
have the greatest impact for
the least money.

To determine if they have
enough sun for photovoltaics
to be practical, members can
have a solar pathfinder calcu-
lation for a nominal fee.  Col-
lective member and Northwood
community resident Jacquie
Bokow (jcbokow@verizon.net)
is providing this service for
other members at a reduced fee.

To receive future announce-
ments about events, join the so-
lar collective listserv by sending
an email to solar-collective@
googlegroups.com. �

Solar Collective Moving Forward

Response #2
The operative word con-

cerning the proposal to also
publish the Northwood News
in Spanish should be assimi-
lation instead of inclusion.
Those who hesitate to assimi-
late isolate themselves from
the community.  If people
want information in a lan-
guage other than English,
then they should bear the
cost of translation and publi-
cation.  Taxes and product
costs are higher because of
such reverse thinking.

—Email to the NFCCA
President from Susi Slocum,
17 June 2008.
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Barbara Ciment 
Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc 

$250 Million in Career Sales 
Top Office Producer Since 1988 

 

(H) 301-622-7002   (O) 301-949-7070  
 

barbara@ciment.com 
www.ciment.com 

Your Neighborhood Realtor Serving Northwood for 30 Years 

Northwood Closed Transactions JAN 1- SEP 24, 2008

Close Date Address List Price Close Price Subsidy BR FB HB
Lot
SqFt 

Days on
Market (DOM) 

15-Sep-08 11201 LOMBARDY RD $335,000 $330,000 $15,000 3 2 0 6,965 364

15-Sep-08 512 ROYALTON RD $329,900 $320,000 $5,000 3 1 1 8,067 26

10-Sep-08 10204 LORAIN AVE $409,000 $400,000 $9,572 3 1 1 7,952 63

29-Aug-08 1106 CADDINGTON AVE $369,900 $376,400 $14,108 4 2 0 1,150 157

30-Jul-08 10304 LORAIN AVE $425,000 $400,000 $14,000 2 1 2 9,171 18

30-Jul-08 10427 EDGEWOOD AVE $409,900 $405,000 $ 4 2 1 8,253 87

28-Jul-08 10703 LOMBARDY RD $349,000 $340,000 $10,200 3 1 1 5,938 339

11-Jul-08 10707 ORDWAY DR $349,000 $346,000 $ 2 1 0 6,050 12

25-Jun-08 313 DENNIS AVE $469,990 $470,000 $ 3 1 1 5,636 10

24-Jun-08 413 KERWIN RD $365,000 $355,000 $ 4 2 0 7,283 68

19-Jun-08 10906 HANNES CT $375,000 $374,000 $24,000 4 3 0 7,374 33

13-Jun-08 1006 PLAYFORD LN $474,900 $454,900 $ 4 2 1 7,954 64

30-May-08 10705 LOMBARDY RD $359,900 $337,000 $13,480 3 1 1 5,982 136

29-May-08 1304 CADDINGTON AVE $409,000 $400,000 $5,500 4 2 1 7,116 24

27-May-08 10625 EASTWOOD AVE $349,900 $335,000 $10,000 4 1 0 6,473 56

19-May-08 924 MALTA LN $419,000 $390,000 $11,700 5 2 1 9,689 193

9-May-08 201 UNIVERSITY BLVD W $417,000 $417,000 $ 7 3 0 9,524 145

30-Apr-08 407 HANNES ST $400,000 $390,000 $1,400 4 2 1 6,157 14

15-Apr-08 405 ROYALTON RD $359,000 $340,000 $2,000 3 2 0 6,562 206

26-Mar-08 10611 EASTWOOD AVE $459,000 $449,000 $ 4 3 0 6,508 169

11-Mar-08 105 BELTON RD $449,900 $415,000 $ 3 3 0 6,900 47

10-Mar-08 905 MALTA LN $355,000 $355,000 $ 3 2 1 7,200 129

8-Feb-08 501 ROYALTON RD $399,900 $395,000 $800 3 2 0 7,493 92

25-Jan-08 1117 CADDINGTON AVE $379,900 $375,000 $10,344 4 1 1 9,523 19

24-Jan-08 216 THISTLE CT $399,875 $390,000 $5,000 4 2 0 14,844 253

14-Jan-08 1005 CHISWELL LN $349,900 $316,000 $6,000 3 2 1 6,054 99

I am selling Homes.  
I have $15+Million in closed and 

pending sales through Sept 24, 2008  
 In this most difficult real estate 

market, more than ever, you need a 
professional to deal with the 

unexpected obstacles to closing your 
transaction. 

Your Neighborhood Specialist 
Before you make any move in Northwood, 
Forest Knolls, or Kinsman Farm, I would be 
pleased to share my insights with you.  I will 
inform you on how the overall market is 
affecting prices in the Northwood Area.  

Call for My Free Market Analysis 
When you list with me, I will advise you on 
how to prepare and stage your home to sell 
for Top Dollar in this market. 
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By Patricia Stephenson
A few weeks ago I at-

tended the first planning
meeting of the Northwood
Solar Co-op.  I am a Takoma
Park resident but I had heard
about the Northwood Group
through the Save Our Sky
Corn Co-op, a cooperative
that uses corn and other bio-
mass for home heating pur-
poses.  One of the key issues
discussed at the meeting was
the need to reduce electrical
consumption through im-
provements in efficiency in
order to correctly “size” the
solar system needed and thus
reduce the length of time it
takes for the system to pay
for itself (the payback time).

Several years ago, when I
was trying to make the
switch to renewable energy, I
benefited from some good
advice from solar contrac-
tors.  Before installing solar
panels, any reputable con-
tractor will advise you to im-
prove your energy efficiency
first.  When you do this, you
stand a fighting chance at be-
coming energy independent
(or nearly so).

My house has been my
laboratory and my electric
and gas bills the “data” I
needed to determine what
works.  I was never a good
candidate for solar because
my 90-year-old, four-bed-
room house is situated under
huge American beech and
oak trees.  Nevertheless, I
was able to reduce my aver-
age electrical use by 66 per-
cent from baseline.  I
currently use about 250 kilo-
watt hours (kWh) of electric-
ity in spring, fall, and winter

and 500 kWh during the hot-
test summer months when I
need the air conditioner.
That translates to about $35
a month for the cooler
months and $80 a month for
three summer months, and
that is with a higher rate for
100 percent wind power pur-
chased through the Mont-
gomery County Clean
Rewards Program.  In this
article, I will summarize the
lessons I have learned from
my own (ongoing) journey to
reduce my carbon footprint
and my electric bill.  My fa-
vorite online websites for
gadgetry and energy efficient
products are provided at the
end of the article.

Lighting Options

One hears a lot of talk
about lighting, perhaps be-
cause it is the easiest place to
start.  Your incandescent
bulbs and halogen lamps
need to find their way to
Value Village.  Anything that
burns hot to the touch is
enormously inefficient.  Re-
place regular light bulbs with
compact fluorescent lights
(CFLs) or bulbs made of light
emitting diodes (LEDs).
They now make these bulbs
to fit any fixture, even re-
cessed (can) lights, chande-
liers, track lights, lights for
art and china cabinets, spot-
lights for outdoor security
lights, refrigerator lights, and
under the kitchen cabinet
lights.  Strosnider’s and
Home Depot carry a range of
sizes and shapes of CFLs and
models that work with dim-
mer switches.  LEDs are
more difficult to find but can

be purchased online.
You can also purchase

powerful solar landscaping
and security lighting online.
Home Depot also carries a
model of security light with a
motion sensor.  For outdoor
areas that get little sun, con-
sider a battery-operated,
high-intensity light with a
motion sensor.  I have sev-
eral of these positioned in
places where I need a bit of
task lighting for short periods
and where I need extra secu-
rity lighting.

Obviously, turn off lights
in rooms when not in use.  If
you cannot manage this,
consider installing motion
sensors that switch off the
light after a certain period of
time when no movement in
the room is detected.  Some
motion sensors screw into the
fixture and the bulb directly
into the sensor.

Reduce Your Phantom Loads

“Phantom loads” are
those household appliances
that burn electricity even
when they are off.  These in-
clude the usual suspects:
televisions, stereo equipment,
and computers, printers, and
other peripherals.  They also
include smoke detectors,
doorbells, microwave ovens,
MP3 players, cell phone
chargers, power tool charg-
ers, cordless telephones, secu-
rity systems, and alarm
clocks.  Anything with a
black box adaptor plug (such
as a cell phone charger) or a
little indicator light is run-
ning up your electric bill even
when not in use.  Unfortu-

Living the Good Life (Part 1):  More Efficiently

(continued on page 15)
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nately, we Americans have
been convinced by the com-
panies that want us to buy all
these gadgets that the
amount of energy use is in-
finitesimal.  However, when
you add it all up, the power
they use is significant.  Add it
up across all households in
Silver Spring—you get my
drift.

Here is what you do:
  � According to the building
code in Maryland, three of
your smoke detectors must
be hard-wired. Leave them
alone.  The others can run off
batteries.
  � Get yourself some
powerstrips and plug home
entertainment and home of-
fice equipment into them.
Configure in such a way so
that you can conveniently
switch them off at the wall
when not in use.  Do the
same with your rechargeable
power tools.  Some people
like to plug powerstrips into
timers so they avoid having
to remember to do this.  The
timer is programmed to au-
tomatically switch equipment
off and on.  I highly recom-
mend this for kids’ rooms
(you know what I mean;
avoid the battle if you can).
  � Switch to battery-oper-
ated or wind-up alarm clocks
and wall clocks.
  � Turn off the clock on the
microwave.  Many authors
will advise you use a
powerstrip for the microwave
instead.  Do not do this unless
you have the appropriate
gauge or you will burn up the
machine (or your house).
Most modern microwaves

are programmable and give
you the option to shut off the
clock.
  � Switch off the central air
conditioning unit at the end
of the season.  Do not let it
run all winter (look for the
little indicator light and on-
off switch).  Likewise, switch
off the boiler in summer
when not in use.
  � Consider switching to a
battery-operated or mechani-
cal doorbell.

  � Consider going back to a
regular telephone rather than
a cordless model.
  � Unplug cell phone charg-
ers and chargers for iPods,
PDAs, and other gadgets
when not in use.

Reduce the Juice

One of the best ways to
improve energy efficiency is
to switch out old appliances
with Energy Star models.
Not all Energy Star appli-
ances are as efficient as oth-
ers, so do a little research
before you buy.  All rated ap-
pliances are listed on the En-
ergy Star website for
comparison purposes.  Top-
of-the-line brands are not al-
ways the best for efficiency in

electricity and water use.  For
those of you (like me) who
cannot stand waste, if your
appliance is still in good con-
dition you may donate it to
Habitat for Humanity.  If
this is not an option, remem-
ber that the steel will be re-
cycled after the company
hauls it away.

Hot water heater tanks
need to be wrapped in an in-
sulating blanket.  These are
available at Strosnider’s and
Home Depot for about $10.
Turn the electricity or gas
down to the lowest setting
that allows your family
members to have a comfort-
able shower without having
to turn on the cold water.
Usually 120 degrees works
for most people and it is
much safer if you have little
kids in the house.

Install a programmable
thermostat for your central
AC and heat.  They cost
about $50 or less and are
quite easy to install.  Set the
AC to 85 degrees when people
are out during the day.
About a half hour before the
evening hour when people
start returning from work or
school, set the thermostat for
78 degrees to return the
house to a comfortable tem-
perature.  During the winter,
set the thermostat for 68 de-
grees when people are home
and 50 degrees when they
are out.  If you have animals,
you might want to keep the
house a little warmer.  If you
have a corn or wood stove for
heat, you probably turn the
boiler or furnace down much
lower.

For those who like to re-
ally ratchet down electrical

(continued on page 17)

(continued from page 14)

Living the Good Life: Efficiently
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By Fiona Morrissey
The Rec Center is a dis-

grace to the community.  By
not generating enough hard
cash, it has become a heavy
burden on the county.  So
Parks and Planning have
graciously given it three
years to start making money,
otherwise the Center is toast.
For those among us who feel
that this is unfair, I say
shame on you for doubting
the wisdom and experience of
Parks and Planning.

Is it any wonder the Cen-
ter is struggling to get by?
Ballet lessons, civic meetings,
birthday parties, and—God
help us—church groups.
Folks, we need to raise the
stakes here.  To turn an em-

barrassment into a profitable
enterprise, the time has come
to implement a more aggres-
sive marketing strategy.
Here are some ideas that just
might do the trick.

Gang Appreciation Night

Invite leaders from various
gangs to speak on the ben-
efits of joining up.  Member-
ship forms will be by the
door.
 
Start A Distillery

Hit the liquor stores with
Rachel Carson Organic
Whiskey.

Bare-Knuckle Boxing

Revive this noble sport!  En-
joy the spectacle of broken

A Humorous Response

How to Save the Rec Center noses, torn and bleeding
flesh, knockouts, and flying
teeth.

Dog-Fighting

If your pooches are too timid,
round up the local strays and
let the fur fly.

Burlesque Night

Calling all hot-blooded
males!  Watch scantily clad
young ladies sing and dance.
(The kitchen area will be
screened off for more inti-
mate pursuits.)  Officials
from Parks and Planning get
free passes and a bottle of
Rachel Carson Whiskey.

If you have any other
ideas on how the save the
Rec Center, please call Fiona
at 301.593.4026. �
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use, consider going back to
non-electrical lighting and
appliances.  Lehman’s hard-
ware—which caters to the
Amish community—sells
non-electrical floor sweepers,
food choppers and processors,
cake beaters, waffle irons, oil
lamps, clotheslines, and a
host of other products that
can help you live free of fossil
fuel.  I realize this isn’t
everyone’s cup of tea, but do
consider the added benefits of
energy independence, espe-
cially in power outages.

Seal the Envelope

Most people are not con-
cerned about little air leaks.
But some houses have so
many tiny air leaks that they
add up to the equivalent of
leaving a window or door
open to the outside.  You
need to seal the conditioned
space of your home from the
unconditioned space to re-
duce air leakage.  Get a case
of clear silicon or caulk and
plug up any obvious holes
where plumbing and electri-
cal lines come into the house.
Seal around windows, doors,
and baseboards.  Seal around
duct work and use foam in-
sulation gaskets (available at
Home Depot) behind electri-
cal switchplates.  Outlets
should be plugged with baby
safety plug-ins to avoid air
leaks through the electrical
outlets.  Go outside and seal
the space underneath the sid-
ing and the foundation of the
house.  Go into the basement
and seal the space between
the rim joists and the founda-
tion (this in older homes may

be so great you can see day-
light; if that is the case, then
use spray foam).  You may
also benefit from insulating
the space in the basement
around rim/ribbon joists.

Make sure you are not
losing heat up the chimney of
your fireplace.  Plug it with a
balloon device for that pur-
pose.

Be sure you have ad-
equate weather-stripping
around doors and windows.
After fussing for years with
the products available at local
stores, I found a product
online that I like much bet-
ter.  Be sure to install door
sweeps to prevent air leaking
in from the bottom of exte-
rior doors.  Also effective are
insulating curtains and
blinds.

Insulation was one of the
best investments I ever
made.  Nowadays there are
lots of “green” choices such
as water-based foam, re-
cycled blue jeans, fiberglass
(John Mansfield is the only
fiberglass product that does
not off-gas formaldehyde),
blown-in cellulose (recycled
newspaper treated with boric
acid as a fire retardant), and
reflective insulation made
from aluminum and plastic
air bubble paper.  I use all
but the recycled blue jean in-
sulation in my home.

Insulate your hot water
pipes and air conditioner duct
work.  Make sure to seal any
leaks in duct work, as this
can greatly reduce the effi-
ciency of your system.  Also,
be sure to clean the filter
once a month when in use.
Dirty filters make the system

run inefficiently.
Replacement windows

are great but, like everything
else, you probably should
think about how they factor
into your long-range plan
and do the low-cost stuff
with a quick payback time
first.  Do not believe the hype
about window replacements.
The motto is “buyer beware.”
First, not all replacement
windows are Energy Star
rated.  Get the ones that are
Energy Star rated, have at
least a 15-year guarantee,
and have a good Consumer
Report rating.  Second, re-
placement windows will
probably not pay for them-
selves.  However, you may
get a tax break for installing
them if they have an Energy
Star rating.

Many people can benefit
from a home energy audit
using a blower door test.  Al-
ternatively, you can often lo-
cate the source of air leaks by
walking around your house
on a windy day with a stick
of incense.  Think carefully
before shelling out the money
for an infrared test (an infra-
red photograph of the outside
of your home to determine
where heat is escaping).  It
isn’t cheap and it will not sur-
prise you that you are losing
heat through windows,
around doors, and up the
chimney!

Below is a list of websites
you will find helpful:
  � www.superbrightleds.
com
  � www.lehmans.com
  � www.discountenergy
services.com
  � www.energystar.gov
  � www.vintagedoor.com.
html/sweep_seal. �

Living the Good Life Efficiently
(continued from page 15)
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By Jacquie Bokow
I mean that title quite lit-

erally.  Let me tell you how it
happened.

I know our home is inef-
ficient, energy-wise.  It was
built in 1955 as one of the 44
cooperative homes in our
neighborhood.  There is no
insulation at all in the walls.

We’ve taken some steps to
save energy.  We’ve upgraded
both the windows (from
single-pane aluminum clad
to triple-pane vinyl) and the
insulation in the attic (from
several messy layers, each
different, to one R-38 layer).
We use compact fluorescent
bulbs in almost every light
fixture in the house.

I know these steps have
helped us save energy, but
I’ve always wondered what
else we could do and how ef-
fective different measures
would be.  And just how bad
is our home?

When Jim Zepp started
the Silver Spring Solar Collec-
tive, I joined immediately.
I’ve long been a supporter of
renewable energy and
thought a group purchase
and the expertise of others in
choosing a system, etc.,
might allow us to add solar
photovoltaic (PV) panels to
our roof.

At the first Solar Collec-
tive meeting, I met Reuven
Walder, who lives on Lom-
bardy Road and who con-
ducts energy audits for a
living through his company
called Energy Efficient Home
Services (301.802.7038, info
@energyefficienthome.net).
He offered any member of
the Solar Collective a 25 per-

The Home Energy Audit That May Have Saved My Life
cent discount on a home en-
ergy audit (a savings of $100).
I signed up right away!

Really, if you’re going to
add any sort of additional en-
ergy generator (like solar
panels) to your home, it
makes sense that you should
try to reduce your home’s en-
ergy usage as much as pos-
sible first.  So Walder
appeared on the scene right
when we needed him.

Walder was accompanied

on our audit by Glenn
Dickey, Technical Services
Director with Maryland
Home Performance with En-
ergy Star.  With Glenn look-
ing over his shoulder, Walder
spent 4-1/2 hours conducting
tests throughout our home.
He checked the efficiency and
flue gases of the furnace and
water heater.  He checked
appliances and lights.  He
went into the attic to check

Walder uses a “blower door” to test for air infiltration.

(continued on page 19)
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good deal from the installer).
Walder gave us a list of

changes he recommended we
make in our home, including
how much each item would
approximately cost.  He then
calculated how much we
would save:  $228.91 in natu-
ral gas heating, $40.79 for
air conditioning, $146.66 in
water heating, and $572.19
in electricity.  So our annual
energy savings from follow-
ing his suggestions he esti-
mated would total $988.55,
which would reduce our total
energy consumption by 40
percent.

The cost to update our
equipment, appliances, etc.,
as Walder suggested would
be $11,575.  He estimated the
simple payback to be 11.1
years.  That’s if prices for
electricity and natural gas
don’t rise during those 11
years; if they do, payback will
come more quickly.

I highly recommend you
have an energy audit per-
formed on your own home.
You may be surprised at
what you find out! �

insulation levels and leakage
of heat from the living space
below.

The most interesting part
to me was the blower door
test.  All windows are closed
and a barrier with a fan in it
is secured over the front door.
When the fan is turned on,
the leakage out of the whole
house can be measured.  We
then walked around the
house, feeling for breezes.

A strong gust from the
knob plate on my son’s bed-
room door jamb confirmed
what Walder had seen while
in the attic:  the board placed
atop the walls (called a “top
plate,” shown at right) had
shrunk over time, allowing
air to seep through the living
space into the attic (despite
the layer of insulation).

But there was practically
a gale downstairs.  It turned
out there was a gap around

his hand, we watched as the
CO levels rose ... and kept ris-
ing, until they had to stop the
test and open all the windows
to air our home out.  It seems
that, during times when win-
dows are closed but we have a
fan running, we’ve actually
been pulling deadly carbon
monoxide gas into the house
from the flues on the gas-fired
water heater and furnace.

We’re scurrying now to
replace both units with
closed-combustion, high-effi-
ciency equipment before win-
ter sets in.  Since Walder told
us our 15-year-old air condi-
tioner was near the end of its
service life, we’ll try to re-
place that at the same time
(especially if we can get a

Energy Audit
(continued from page 18)

Walder uses a pressure meter
to measure the air pressure
in a bedroom as part of a
combustion gas safety test.

the chimney that went clean
through to the attic.  Essen-
tially, the hot air from the
furnace was rising straight
up to the unfinished attic!

It was the first test
Walder conducted, however,
that showed us just how dan-
gerous our house is.  He
tested the exhaust system to
make sure the house was
venting properly.  First he set
up a “worst case scenario,”
where all the windows were
closed and the fans in the
bathroom and kitchen were
turned on.  With a digital
carbon monoxide meter in

The shrunken top plate in the
attic meant heated air was
escaping daily during winter.

Walder checks the attic.
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“Let my almost 20 years of combined knowledge in real estate, mortgage
banking, lending, and finance help you with your next purchase or sale.”

Your Partners in Success

Norbert Fichtel
Associate Broker, GRI

RFS®, AHS, Realtor®
Office: 301 681-0400
Home: 301 593-0163
  Cell: 301 938-9426

The following are 10 basic questions that I as an Associate Broker would
recommend any Buyer or Seller ask their potential Realtor before you agree to
work with him/her … especially in today’s complex market conditions.

1.  How long have you been in the real estate business?
2.  Are you full-time or part-time?
3.  Do you live in the area that you are marketing?
4.  Are you familiar with the market conditions in my neighborhood?
5.  Do you hold any other professional real estate designations besides the basic real estate

salesperson license?
6.  Do you hold any other professional real estate related licenses that could further help me/us

understand the whole real estate process from start to finish?

      - Licensed Real Estate Mortgage Loan Originator/Officer
      - Licensed Real Estate Title Agent
         and …
      - Mortgage Banking  knowledge
      - National/Maryland Association of Mortgage Brokers  (Member)

7.  What is your marketing plan?
8.  Can I get your résumé?
9.  Approximately how many transactions have you and your Partner/Team done?

10. Will you be there for me during the entire process and explain each step … listing … loan
process … settlement and post-settlement?

www.norberthomes.com
 If your home is presently listed for sale with a broker, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing.

White Oak Office

10801 Lockwood Dr., #160

Silver Spring, MD 20901

Weichert,
Realtors


