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Next Meeting on 
12 October
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 12 October 
2005, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
North Four Corners Rec Cen-
ter.  The Rec Center is located 
at the end of Southwood 
Road, just off Edgewood 
Drive.  Items on the agenda 
include:
    what happened at the 
September Parks Dept. meet-
ing about our rec center and 
park (see story at left);
    election of a new board.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners area are 
invited to attend and express 
their views.  Please note that 
only paid members of the 
NFCCA are eligible to vote.  
(Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid at 
the meeting or sent to Trea-
surer Maggie Hawkins; see 
contact info on page 3.) 
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By  Carole Barth
 On September 1, we had 
a good turnout at a special 
meeting called to hear the 
Park and Planning’ staff’s 
proposal for North Four Cor-
ners Park.  We had to call a 
special meeting because the 
MNCPPC staff sat on this 
project for a full year with 
nothing to say or discuss de-
spite monthly phone calls by 
us, only to suddenly decide 
that it must go forward to 
the Park and Planning Board 

on a schedule so tight that 
it is virtually impossible for 
the community to distribute, 
study, and discuss the Facil-
ity Plan before the Board acts 
on it.  (In fact, this two-inch 
thick document was only 
made available to us seven 
days before the Planning 
Board meeting.)
 The proposal MNCPPC 
staff presented for the park 
addition showed a few 
changes from the original 
plan conceptual plan “B” 
presented in June 2003.  For 
example, instead of a storm-
water management pond, 
the final design shows rain 
gardens and underground 
filters for stormwater man-
agement.  It also added more 
parking to the existing park-
ing lot.  However, the funda-
mental plan to raze the bulk 
of the addition in order to 
construct a large parking lot 
and rectangular sports field 
was unchanged despite three 
years of public input asking 
for a facility plan focused on 
family and individual (lower 
impact) recreational features 
rather than team sports.
 0n September 1, staff 
claimed that new and im-
proved studies document 

(continued on page 3)

Park and Planning Dismisses 
Community Opposition to Field
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
1,490 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
jcbokow@earthlink.net

Northwood 
News

President’s Message
 We have all been touched by the harrowing images 
of communities destroyed and refugees adrift in the 
wake of  Hurricane Katrina. It is a stark reminder of 
how very fortunate we are, and how critical the bonds of 
community can be.  Civic associations serve many func-
tions, but one of the least tangible and most important 
is to foster that sense of shared identity that creates 
community.  Whether we’re organizing a creek cleanup 
or a crimewatch email network, whenever we work to-
gether as NFCCA we define Northwood Four Corners as 
a vital community.
 We have had a busy hiatus this year: we celebrated 
neighborhood night out and  held a special meeting on 
North Four Corners Park.  (See articles elsewhere in 
this issue.)  We have also seen a number of changes in 
the community as new businesses have opened up in 
the Burnt Mills Shopping Center, trash cans began to be 
returned to the park, and Public Works and Transporta-
tion has been doing  sidewalk, curb, and gutter work as 
part of the Renew Montgomery program.  Please join us 
in the coming months and help create an even stronger 
Northwood Four Corners.

—Carole Barth

 The first order of busi-
ness at the October 12 meet-
ing will be the election of the 
2005-2006 NFCCA Board of 
Directors.  The current Board 
is listed in the box to the right 
on page 3.
 President Carole Barth, 
Vice President Michele 
Frome, Treasurer Margaret 
Hawkins, Secretary Beth Gint-
er, and At-Large Members 
John Hill and Ann Rose are 
willing to serve again during 
the next term.
 However, Margaret 
Hawkins and Michele Frome 
have decided to switch posi-
tions, with Hawkins as Vice 
President and Frome taking 
over as Treasurer.
 At-Large Member Nick 
Scalera will not be returning 
to the board, but will continue 

doing the neighborhood crime 
listserv.
 Roxanne Mirabal Bel-
tran has been nominated to 
fill the remaining At-Large 
Member position.  Of course, 
anyone wishing to run or 
nominate a candidate for any 
position may do so, in which 
case ballots will be cast at 
the meeting.  Candidates are 
asked to make themselves 
known to Paul Boudreaux 
(301.593.5535), who has been 
asked by our current presi-
dent to take the lead on nomi-
nations.
 Nominations also may be 
made from the floor during 
the meeting.  Anyone who is 
a resident of the NFCCA ter-
ritory may run for office.  The 
term lasts one year and is 
strictly voluntary. 

Do You Have
A Story to Tell?
 This newsletter is not only 
about the myriad activities of 
the NFCCA.  It is also about 
this community and what is 
happening here, what’s im-
portant to the residents, and 
what impacts our lives.
 If you would like to relate 
a bit of the history of this area, 
perhaps how it has changed 
or an event you remember, 
we would like to hear from 
you!  Please contact the editor 
(below), to discuss a possible 
story.  You needn’t write it 
yourself if you’re willing to tell 
it to one of our writers.  Any 
old photos would be most wel-
come! 

New Board to Be Elected at Mtg.
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association meets five 
times a year, in October, De-
cember, February, April, and 
June.  Current officers:

President
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

Vice President
Michele Frome
10802 Lockridge Drive
301.593.3554
michele.frome@verizon.net

Treasurer
Margaret Hawkins
10205 Lorain Avenue
301.681.0762
margaret.hawkins@nara.gov

Secretary
Beth Ginter
10221 Sutherland Road
301.681.8190
beth.ginter@comcast.net

At Large
John Hill
319 Pinewood Avenue
301.593.7746
johni.hill@verizon.net

Ann Rose
913 Caddington Avenue
301.593.4486
bigalnme2@aol.com

Nick Scalera
10208 Lorain Avenue
301.592.0368
Nicholas_Scalera@
     discovery.com

Immediate Past Prez
Charles Pritchard
10612 Margate Road
301.593.1781
erc69434@aol.com

NFCCA
Board

2005-2006 
NFCCA 

Meeting
Calendar

Please mark these dates 
on your calendar for the 
next cycle of meetings of 

the Northwood-Four Cor-
ners Civic Association:

12 October 2005
14 December 2005
8 February 2006

12 April 2006
14 June 2006

Please note the change
back to the second

Wednesday of the 
month.

the “critical need” for this 
rectangular sports field but 
did not bring those studies, 
even though this has been a 
central issue for the last three 
years.  They were also unable 
to answer basic questions 
we posed a year ago about 
the number of permits is-
sued and other fundamental 
management statistics.  They 
told us the needs justification 
data and methodologies were 
contained in the draft 2005 
Land Preservation, Parks and 
Recreation Plan.
 We asked for that report, 
and when we received it after 
the meeting found it contains 

neither the raw data nor the 
detailed methodologies but 
simply the results of this 
rather mysterious process.  
It appears then, that the 
Emperor has no data to sup-
port adding another field to 
the528 ballfields (not count-
ing the 19 existing at the soc-
cerplex plus four to be built) 
fields already in the county.  
The plan nonetheless calls 
for adding 129 more fields in 
the next 15 years.  This is like 
building six socccerplexes, 
one every two-and-a-half 
years.
 Similarly, staff presented 
little assurance that ongo-
ing problems of park overuse 
with its fallout of trash, hu-
man urination and defeca-
tion, and parked-up streets 
and driveways will finally 
be meaningfully addressed.  
Although the staff memo ex-
presses the hope that condi-
tions will improve, the only 
concrete action taken in three 
years was lowering the size 
limit for groups renting the 
recreation center.  In fact, 
North Four Corners Park is 
not even included in Park and 
Planning’s “pilot” program 
for addressing overuse and 
maintenance issues.
 At the September 1 meet-
ing, a resolution was duly 
passed to prepare a rebuttal 
to the staff facility plan for 
presentation at the Septem-
ber 22nd meeting of the Park 
and Planning Board.  Since 
this issue will go to the print-
er on or around September 
22, we will have an update at 
the October meeting. 

(continued from page 1)

Park & Planning Still Includes 
Large Soccer Field for Our Park
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 John Burgess           Sandy Schulz             Joe Regotti              Maya Clyatt            Cara Lowry            Pam Burgess           Chad Loube            Herb Krusen

3750 University Blvd. W.  Kensington, MD  20895
Each Office Independently Owned and OperatedPros Inc.

John Burgess Real Estate Group
The Home Buying and Home Selling Team

 www.johnburgessrealtor.com        301-681-5093      info@johnburgessrealtor.com

Work with our group
and get a whole team

of professionals working for you!

Call 301-681-5093 today
to schedule your free consultation.

Experience the JBRG difference...Northwood - 3rd Quarter Update

Visit www.JohnBurgessrealtor.com
for all your real estate information

and property searches.

20 SOLD
Average Sale Price: $458,355
Average Days on Market:  18

8 UNDER CONTRACT (9/15/05)
317 LADSON RD $351,000
519 KERWIN RD $365,000
10607 CAVALIER DR $365,000
312 LADSON RD $390,000
414 BELTON CT $399,000
802 LOMBARDY CT $399,950
10405 EDGEWOOD AVE $439,000
10612 ORDWAY DR $450,000

By Peggy Li
 Are you old enough to 
remember “Better Things 
for Better Living ... through 
Chemistry,” the 1960s ad-
vertising slogan of Dupont 
Company?  Later, those pro-
testing the increasing chemi-
cal contamination of our 
environment shortened the 
catchphrase to the tongue-in-
cheek “Better Living through 
Chemistry.”
 That was then.  And this 
is now—we have generously 
and obediently supported the 
chemicalization of products 
we use in our homes, our 
yards, and in and on our bod-
ies.  Dupont Company and 
others like it have been stag-
geringly successful.  Unfortu-

nately, the unavoidable price 
we are paying is degradation 
of our health, our children’s 
health, and the health of fu-
ture offspring.
 The focus of this article is 
one type of product—fabric 
softeners—and how they con-
tribute to the problem of air 
pollution and the dramatically 
increasing rates of asthma in 
children and adults.  The deg-
radation of our air from fabric 
perfuming is far-reaching 
and avoidable, since there are 
safe alternatives for softening 
clothes (if indeed they really 
need softening).
 Fabric softeners, par-
ticularly in the form of dryer 
sheets, affect us throughout 
our neighborhoods as we 

walk, play, garden, ride our 
bikes, or simply sit in our back 
yards.  Exhausts from clothes 
dryers can be smelled and in-
haled for hundreds of feet in 
all directions.
 Luke Curtis of the School 
of Public Health, University 
of Illinois at Chicago stated:  
“Over 4,000 chemicals are 
used in artificial fragrance 
products, yet the vast majority 
of products have never been 
tested for human toxicity.  
Several studies have found 
that low to moderate expo-
sures of artificial fragrances 
can significantly worsen 
asthma in a large percentage 
of asthmatics.”
 The following chemicals 

(continued on page 6)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

‘Better Living Through Chemistry’?

The Toxic Effects of the Common Fabric Softener
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By Diana Frey
 The Forest Knolls Pool is a 
community within a commu-
nity, a home away from home 
during the summer months 
of the year, and, most of all, a 
family.  Definition of me:  pool 
rat.  Life at the pool 
begins with swim les-
sons and every child’s 
first hurtle of jumping 
off the diving board for 
the first time, taking 
at least 20 minutes of 
staring down from the 
board into the water.  
Once this first feat is 
accomplished, there is 
no stopping a destined 
swimmer.  Finally be-
ing old enough to join 
the swim team, with 
the understanding that 
“freestyle” obviously 
means the swimmer’s 
choice of stroke.  Little 
kids become hard-core 
when they learn how to 
swim on the swim team, 
even if it means getting 
their legs duct-taped 
together just to learn 
legal butterfly.
 I knew my career path 
ever since I could talk (talk to 
the lifeguards, that is).  The 
male lifeguards always made 
me shy.  The female ones 
teased me about crushes, 
taught me how to back-dive, 
and caused a hugely embar-
rassing moment by making 
me try to blow the signature 
whistle for adult swim, even 
though no one seemed to 
hear it but me.  I knew when 
I was old enough I was go-
ing to work at the pool and 
not once have I regretted 

it.  Who wouldn’t want to 
go to work at a place associ-
ated with fond memories?  I 
have worked my way up to 
a manager position, and it 
is rewarding to see people 
relaxing and enjoying life 

contently.  It is even more 
rewarding to have little girls 
come up to me, wanting to 
blow my whistle for adult 
swim.
 I have visited many pools 
in my day and never have I 
found one with the surround-
ing scenery of woods like that 
of the Forest Knolls Pool.  It 
is these very trees that cause 
dirt and debris in the pool 
(every patron’s concern).  But 
these same trees are the ones 
that can begin to describe the 
peace and tranquility that can 
be found in our home, and 

the tightly knit relationships 
of the community it holds.  
My mom passed away when 
the pool was closed for the 
winter one year, but it was 
these summer friends made 
at the pool who were first at 
the door to support my fam-
ily.
 Every year the threat of 

being shut down due to lack 
of funding looms and ev-
ery year, to my relief, we do 
open.  Although it may not 
look pretty on the outside, 
everyone knows that it’s what 
on the inside that counts, and 
what is on the inside is heart.  
What would a pool be with-
out laughter and happiness 
and support like that pro-
vided by the members of the 
Forest Knolls Pool?  I know I 
would be a completely differ-
ent person if I hadn’t grown 
up here, and I don’t know 
what I would do if it closed. 

Pa
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Members of the 2005 Seahawks, the swim team of the local Forest 
Knolls Pool, get a little goofy toward the end of the summer season.

Life in Our Community

Confessions of a Pool Rat
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contained in fabric soften-
ers and dryer sheets are in-
haled into your lungs—and 
absorbed into your blood 
stream via your lungs and 
your skin:
 1.  Apha-terpineol:  
damages the central nervous 
system (CNS), irritates lungs, 
and can cause fatal edema.  
Please note that CNS disor-
ders include attention deficit 
disorder, multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease, sudden 
infant death syndrome, and 
seizures.
 2.  Benzyl acetate:  
linked to pancreatic cancer, 
irritates the eyes and respira-
tory system, toxic to the entire 
body when absorbed through 
the skin.
 3.  Benzyl alcohol:  sim-
ilar to #1 above, plus causes 
“headache, nausea, vomiting, 
dizziness, ... and death in se-
vere cases due to respiratory 
failure.”
 4.  Camphor:  on Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy’s (EPA) Hazardous Waste 
list.  CNS stimulant, “readily 
absorbed through body tis-
sues” ... causes “irritation 
of eyes, nose, and throat, ... 
dizziness, confusion, nausea, 
twitching muscles, and con-
vulsions.”  “Avoid inhalation 
of vapors.”
 5.  Chloroform:  Neu-
rotoxic (toxic to nerves and 
brain cells), carcinogenic, also 
on EPA’s Hazardous Waste 
list.  “Avoid contact with eyes, 
skin, clothing.  Do not breathe 
vapors.”  Produces symptoms 
similar to #4.  “Inhalation can 
be fatal.”  “Chronic effects of 
overexposure may include 

kidney and/or liver damage.  
“Conditions to avoid: Heat....”
 6.  Linalool:  Narcotic.  
Causes CNS disorders and 
severe respiratory problems.  
Attracts bees.  Lowers muscle 
and heart function.
 This information was 
compiled by the late Julia 
Kendall.  For the complete 
list, go to www.herc.org/her-
cMCSfactfict.html or google 
the topic for more informa-
tion.
 If someone wearing treat-
ed clothing visits your home 
and sits on your sofa, the 
“smell-good” chemicals are 
potent enough to penetrate 
the sofa’s fabric and give off 
fumes for many days.  If you 
stand near someone (you need 
not be close enough to touch 
the person) whose clothes 
are highly impregnated with 
the toxic softeners, your own 
clothes (and skin and lungs) 
will absorb the odors.  Once 
this writer had to wash her 
clothing several times to get 
rid of the fragrant chemicals 
absorbed in just that way.
 Because affected clothing 
will be washed again—and 
probably reimpregnated—
toxins will also be released 
into the water and have to 
be dealt with by our water 
treatment plants, rivers, and 
Chesapeake Bay, as well as 
all the creatures that live in 
these waters.
 The wearer of treated 
clothing lives in a toxic haze 
(the chemicals are continu-
ally off-gassing) while sub-
jecting the same to all who 
are near, including office 
mates, fellow subway riders, 
the babies or children you 
hold, schoolmates, persons 
in the grocery check-out line, 

etc.  The house that contains 
a box of dryer sheets will con-
taminate the air on all floors 
of the house, since release 
and emanation of the chemi-
cals is passive and does not 
require heat or fluffing.
 According to a report at 
www.life.ca, a Québec coro-
ner is investigating the burn-
ing death of a women whose 
terrycloth robe, washed regu-
larly with liquid fabric soft-
ener, caught fire.  Consumer 
Reports magazine (August 
2000) found that softener-
treated terrycloth, cotton, and 
velvet fabrics are seven times 
more quick to catch fire as 
those items not treated.  “Liq-
uid softeners sold in Canada 
do carry warnings advising 
users not to use the products 
on fire-resistant clothing be-
cause they have been shown 
to reduce the effectiveness 
of fire-resistant materials.”  
Lastly, they report:  “Liquid 
fabric softeners often contain 
formaldehyde.”
 If you believe that your 
clothes and linens really do 
need softening and elimina-
tion of static electricity, you 
may find safer alternatives at 
local health food stores and 
via the Internet.  Clothing and 
linens made of natural fibers 
really don’t require softening 
if they are thrown into a dry-
er.  Synthetic clothing creates 
static electricity, a “problem” 
that fabric softeners address.  
Synthetic clothing, however, 
has its own health issues.
 [If readers have ques-
tions about the information 
presented in this article, 
which was edited for space, 
please contact author Peggy 
Li at 301.754.2347 or pzl@ 
comcast.net.  —Editor] 

(continued from page 4)

Fabric Softeners
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Maryland Home Im-
provement
Company

(Roofing Experts)

Northwood News Special Offer
House Painting – $200 Off
Roofing Special – $300 Off

Vinyl Siding – $300 Off
Vinyl Windows – $300 Off

Read This Please

I live in this neighborhood at 10909 Lombardy Road 
and I specialize in new roofs, roof repairs and addi-
tions, painting, and interior renovations.

I take pride in my work and would gladly give you a 
free, no-obligation estimate on roof repair or replace-
ment.  Please call me at 301-681-6802 and leave a 
message if I am out working in the neighborhood.

I am a carpenter-roofer with more than 30 years 
experience and have completed over 150 new roofs in 
the Northwood, Pinecrest, Four Corners, Kemp Mill, 
and Arcola Avenue neighborhoods within the last four 
years, with no leaks.

References aplenty upon request.  MHIC #71419

A windy autumn can do a great deal of damage to 
roofs, gutters, downspouts, and other exterior parts 
of local homes.  With 30 years experience, I’ll beat 
any estimate you may get.  I use the best shingles 
money can buy — 30 year warranty certainteed.  Ask 
your neighbors about my work.  It is Top notch!

Call Jim & Noe
(Home Care by the House Doctor)

 301-681-6802
Please leave message and phone number;

I will respond ASAP.

Skylights
Custom Painting
 Interior/Exterior
Siding
 Aluminum
 Vinyl
	 Shutters/Soffit/Trim
Concrete
Asphalt
Brickwork
Driveways
Patios
Pads
Sidewalks
Kitchens & Baths
 New
 Modernized
Remodel Basements
 Interior Structures
 Rooms
Additions
Extensions
Dormers
Roofing
Gutters
 Replace
 Clean
Thermal Windows & Doors
 Replacement or Storm
Custom Sundecks
Custom Verandas
Custom Porches
 Glass or Screen
Heating
Air Conditioning
Locksmith
 New or Old Work
Repairs
 Plumbing
 Carpentry
 Electrical

OOF
  PERTS

RX
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Straight answers to tough questions:

What are my chances
of needing
long term care?
(Hint:  Pretty high!)
Of Americans over 70, an estimated 42% are expected to need some form of 
long term care in their lifetime.*
Help guard what you’ve spent a lifetime building with long term care insur-
ance projection from General Electric Capital Assurance Company.**

For straight answers to your tough questions about long term care insurance, 
contact Long Term Care Insurance Representative:

Norbert fichtel
10416 edgewood Avenue
Silver Spring, MD  20901
Office: 301-593-0163  Cell: 301-938-9426
www.norbertfichtel.com
(Long term care information website)

GE Financial

*Study by Aging for Health Care Policy and Research, PR Newswire 6/19/01
**Long Term Care insurance underwritten by General Electric Capital Assurance Company.

Not all policies available in all states.
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ATTENTION:
SENIORS

Are You Having Trouble Understanding

MEDICARE and
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE

Ask yourself, DO YOU WANT...

 ... Lower Premiums?
 ... Lower Premium Increases?
 ... An agent who will be there for you?
	 ...	To	be	insured	with	a	company	that	has	high	financial	ratings?
	 ...	All	your	medical	claims	filed	automatically	for	you?
 ... Nationwide coverage?
 ... The ability to choose your doctors and hospitals?
 ... No pre-approvals to visit a specialist?
	 ...	Prescription	benefits	in	your	plan?

If you answered Yes to some or all of these questions, Contact:

Norbert Fichtel
10416 Edgewood Avenue
Silver Spring, Md. 20901
Office:	301-593-0163
Cell	Phone:	301-938-9426

GE Life and Annuity Assurance Company

Not affiliated with or endorsed by any governmental agency or the federal Medicare program.  Medicare supplement policies 
are underwritten by GE Life and Annuity Assurance Company.
GFA FS 0838A, 9/03
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‘Neighborhood 
Night Out’ Fun
 As always, National 
Neighborhood Night Out was 
a really fun time for fami-
lies.  Jim Zepp organized the 
event, which was held August 
2nd.  Wonderful music was 
provided by neighbors Len 
and Wendy Seligman, who 
played songs from their newly 
released CD, Flow.  Robin 
Loube kept the kids enter-
tained, and many folks helped 
with the potluck, set-up, and 
clean-up.
 We got to spend some 
time getting to know our 
county and park police of-
ficers, including the police 
horse who patiently sat 
through lots of petting and 
pictures.  In fact, some folks 
had such a good time they for-
got to take their dishes home, 
so if you’re missing a Corning-
ware dish or a some Tupper-
ware, call Carole Ann Barth at 
301.593.7863. 

By Murray F.  Scher
 Good news:  our plans 
are working toward possible 
speed bumps or lumps on 
Hannes Street, school cau-
tion signs, speed signs, and 
possibly a four-way stop sign 
at Hannes and Edgewood.  
However, no promises have 
been made, or will be made, 
until final studies by the 
county.  Finally, a meeting 
with residents and county 
engineers will take place for 
discussion of the final plan.  
This will take time; patience 
will be required.
 We are fortunate to have 
an understanding and caring 
county engineer, Ms. Marcy 
Katzman, of Montgomery 
County Traffic Control.  She 
understands our problems 
and will be involved in 
future studies.
 It took months to 
put together but we 
have ac-
complished 
a com-
munity togetherness 
for the future safety 
of our children and 
our residents.  We 
have agreement and 
encouraging letters 
and Emails from: Sil-
ver Spring Day Care 
Center; Young Israel 
Shomrai Emunah 
Nursery School; 
Forest Knolls PTA Associa-
tion; residents on Hannes 
Street, Hannes Court, North-
wood Avenue, Cavalier Drive, 
and Marvin Road.  Copies 
of all letters—and some 
photos of traffic problems—
have been hand-carried, 
mailed, and e-mailed to Ms. 

Katzman.  She and I also 
have had telephone conver-
sations and discussions.
 Coming in the near 
future,the real test, when 
Forest Knolls Elementary 
will finish construction, more 
students will fill the new 
classrooms, more parents 
will use Hannes Street to 
bring their children (a.m.) 
and pick up their children 
(p.m.), plus the additional 
parking that will be needed 
for the new teachers and em-
ployees who need parking.
 Residents on Hannes 
Street may find cars parked 
on both sides of their drive-
ways, making it difficult to 
see their way out onto the 
street to avoid accidents.  

Hannes Street, being only 
three cars wide with 
parking on both sides of 
the street, does become 

a bottleneck.  Cars 
have to stop at 

the top or 
the bottom 

o f  t h e street (espe-
cially during school) 
to let a car get through 
first so that other cars 
can continue on, and 
that includes mail 
delivery vehicles, 
ambulances, and fire 
trucks.
 Studies are 
in the making.  Final 

results may take time.
 Comments, pro or con, 
are always welcome.
 [For more informa-
tion, or to help, call Mur-
ray Scher, 405 Hannes St., 
301.593. 4264, or send an 
email to murmusic@juno.
com.] 

Our Oldest 
Resident Sought
 We’re looking to discover 
the oldest resident of North-
wood Park.  “Oldest,” of 
course, could apply to either 
the person’s age or how long 
he or she has lived here.
 Mrs. Mif Cochran is 90 
years old and has lived on 
Belton Road for the past 50 
years, since 1954.  [Editor’s 
Note:  That’s my Mom!]  Can 
anyone beat that record?
 We want to salute you.  
Don’t be shy.  Let’s celebrate!  
Call the editor with details. 

Hannes	Street	Traffic	Update	
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REaltoR

Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

$200 Million in Career Sales
Top Office Producer Since 1988

(H) 301-622-7002     (O) 301-949-7070
Email: barbara@ciment.com

Web: www.ciment.com

Northwood Real Estate Report September 2005

My Free Market Analysis
Before you make any move in Northwood, Forest 
Knolls, or Kinsman Farm, I would be pleased to 
share my insights with you.  As always, I offer my 
free customized market analysis of the value of 
your home.

When you List with Me, I will Advise on
Home-Prep and Overall Listing Strategy

Specialist in Northwood Market
Aside from being a Top Producer in Northwood, 
I am intensely engaged in the entire Silver Spring 
Market with over $20 Million in sales in since 
January 1, 2005.  This gives me unique insights 
into the intensity of the market as it affects the 
sale of your home in your neighborhood.

I have the pulse of the
Silver Spring/Northwood Market

Subdivision # Units Price DOM
ARCOLA 7 $449,400 37
BALLANTRAE 10 $410,329 42
BURNT MILLS 25 $512,068 19
CARROLL KNOLLS 26 $423,519 16
CHESTNUT HILLS 13 $356,077 27
CONN AVE ESTATES 122 $356,609 15
DUMONT OAKS 22 $430,282 20
FOREST ESTATES 25 $440,114 22
FOREST KNOLLS 17 $430,559 13
GLEN ALLEN 2 $630,000 123
GLENFIELD MANOR 4 $543,391 13
GLENVIEW 9 $477,904 16
INDIAN SPRING 32 $468,851 30
KEMP MILL 54 $463,186 21
NORTHWOOD 33 $485,367 26
ROSEWOOD 4 $414,988 34
ROSSMOOR-LEISURE 137 $343,711 25
SLIGO PARK HILLS 18 $521,789 17
SPRINGBROOK FOREST 6 $628,150 58
TIVOLI 21 $420,682 13
UNIVERSITY TWRS 24 $185,617 12
WESTCHESTER 3 $418,333 33
WHEATON FOREST 7 $517,499 23
WHEATON HILLS 43 $398,540 24
WOODMOOR 43 $504,327 17
WOODSIDE 61 625,742 22

Data subject to revision.  Copyright 2005 This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed with a real estate agent.

Silver Spring Subdivision Sales
(January 1 - August 30, 2005)

(DOM-Days on Market from List Date to Contract Date)

Address Price Style BR BA DOM
821 CADDINGTON AVE $454,000 Split Foyer 4 2/1 6
1402 CADDINGTON AVE $425,000 Split Level 4 2 8
1000 CHISWELL LN $475,000 Colonial 4 3/1 6
510 DENNIS AVE $500,000 Rambler 6 2 26
10624 EASTWOOD AVE $435,000 Cape Cod 4 3 12
10424 EDGEWOOD AVE $404,000 Colonial 2 1 6
418 EISNER ST $475,000 Colonial 4 2/1 11
10611 GLENWILD RD $471,000 Bi-Level 4 2/1 12
226 HANNES $402,000 Rambler 4 2 5
241 HANNES ST $420,000 Rancher 4 2 8
308 LADSON RD $363,000 Rancher 2 1/1 4
313 LADSON RD $324,250 Rambler 3 1 6
10814 LOMBARDY RD $428,000 Split Level 4 2 7
11006 LOMBARDY RD $460,000 Rambler 6 2 30
11010 LOMBARDY RD $385,000 Rambler 3 2 9
855 LOXFORD TER $440,000 Split Level 4 2/1 5
10204 LORAIN AVE $420,000 Cape Cod 2 1/1 32
922 MALTA LN $455,000 Split Level 4 2/1 5
10828 MARGATE RD $480,000 Split Level 4 2/1 43
301 PINEWOOD AVE $450,000 Cape Cod 4 2 11
1001 PLAYFORD LN $439,900 Split Foyer 3 3 13
103 SNOWY OWL DR $560,000 Colonial 4 3/1 13
102 SOUTHWOOD AVE $745,000 Colonial 3 2/1 25
104 SOUTHWOOD AVE $565,100 Cape Cod 5 2/1 6
136 SOUTHWOOD AVE $484,000 Cape Cod 3 1/1 17
808 WHITTINGTON TER $450,000 Split Level 4 2/1 8

Northwood Aea Settled Properties
(Since 05/01/05)

(DOM-Days on Market from List Date to Contract Date)
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By Pat Cochran
 Albert Einstein High 
School (11135 Newport Mill 
Rd.) will host the 7th annual 
College Fair on Monday, 10 
October, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m.  Students will be able 
to speak one-on-one with 
representatives from colleges 
and universities from over 
90 schools from across the 
county.
 Learn about different ma-
jors and fields of study, fac-
ulty and staff, extracurricular 
activities, and what financial 
aid packages are available.  
Discover if one of these 
schools fits your personality, 
interests, and goals.  Parents 
and students are welcome to 
buy dinner at the college fair.  
Pizza and soda will be sold.
 This year, some of the 

schools in attendance are: 
    Alderson-Broaddus Col-

lege, W.V.
    Allegany College of Mary-

land, Md.
    American University, D.C.
    Arcadia University (Bea-

ver College), Pa.
    Ball State University, Ind.
    Barnard College, N.Y.
    Bates College, Maine
    Beloit College, Wisc.
    Bentley College, Mass.
    Binghamton University, 

N.Y.
    Carnegie Mellon Univer-

sity, Pa.
    Case Western Reserve 

University, Ohio
    Clark University, Mass.
    Colgate University, N.Y.
    College of the Holy Cross, 

Mass.
    Columbia University, N.Y.
    Concord University, 

W.Va.
    Davidson College, N.C.
    Emerson College, Mass.
    Emory University, Ga.
    Florida Inst of Technol-

ogy, Fla.
    Frostburg State Univer-

sity, Md.
    Gettysburg College, Pa.
    Gibbs College, Va.
    Goucher College, Md.
    Grinnell College, Iowa
    Guilford College, N.C.
    Hamilton College, N.Y.
    Hamline University, 

Minn.
    Harvard College, Mass.
    Haverford College, Pa.
    High Point University, 

N.C.
    Hood College, Md.
    Howard University, D.C.
    Indiana University, Ind.
    Juniata College, Pa.
    Lafayette College, Pa.

    Lenoir-Rhyne College, 
N.C.

    Lincoln University, Pa.
    Loyola College, Md.
    Manhattan College, N.Y.
    Mary Baldwin College, Va.
    Marymount Manhattan 

College, N.Y.
    Michigan State Univer-

sity, Mich.
    Middlebury College, Vt.
    Montgomery College, Md.
    Mount St. Mary’s College, 

Md.
    Penn State University, Pa.
    Pomona College, Calif.
    Purdue University, Ind.
    Radford University, Va.
    St. John’s College, Md.
    St. Mary’s College, Md.
    Salisbury University, Md.
    School of the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Mass.
    Stevens Inst of Technol-

ogy, N.J.
    SUNY College at Buffalo, 

N.Y.
    Susquehanna University, 

Pa.
    Syracuse University, N.Y.
    Towson University, Md.
    Trinity College, Conn.
    Trinity University, D.C.
    Tulane University, La.
    University of Delaware, 

Del.
    University of Michigan, 

Mich.
    University of Notre 

Dame, Ind.
    University of Pittsburgh, 

Pa.
    University of Scranton, 

Pa.
    University of the District 

of Columbia
    Villa Julie College, Md.
    Villanova University, Pa.
    Washington College, Md.
[Note:  Einstein H.S. is one 
of the five high schools in the 
downcounty consortium.] 

In the Northwood Neighborhood

Deren Blessman
240-793-2794

www.fatskeys.com

Professional
Drum Lessons

Einstein H.S. Hosts College Fair
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By Caitlin James
 One of the first things that 
struck us when we laid eyes 
on the house on Lockridge 
Drive that was to become our 
first home was the landscap-
ing.  My husband and I had 
long ago agreed that big lawns 
and the requisite mowing 
that accompanies them had 
no aesthetic appeal to us.  We 
were both enthralled by the 
Bonsai-like Crab tree in the 
middle of the small front yard, 
the ferns, and the flowers.  
The sloping backyard with 
its bushy wild flowers, tall 
pines and oaks, and multiple 
holly trees gave it a lush and 
wooded feel, and it seemed as 
if everything had been placed 
with great care.
 When we bought the 
house, we learned that the Ra-
dovsky family had lived in it 
for 40 years.  That’s 40 years 
the house and property had 
been lovingly tended.  We had 
bought not just a piece of land 
and a building, but one fam-
ily’s life’s work.  As we gaze at 
the garden every day, we have 
become more curious about 
the history that preceded us.
 Not long after we moved 
in, we met neighbors Marion 
and Jerry Lane, who were 
friends of the Radovskys.  
We learned from them that 
Milt Radovsky, who passed 
away in 1993, was a Jewish-
American who had survived 
a German POW camp during 
World War II.  I also learned 
from Marion that Fran had 
been active in the civic life of 
the community.  Fran now 
lives in an apartment in a re-
tirement community in Silver 

Spring.  I interviewed her on a 
recent afternoon and learned 
a little more about her hus-
band’s experiences in World 
War II and its impact on his 
life, what brought their family 
to Northwood Park, and the 
contributions Fran made to 
this neighborhood.
 Fran grew up in Massa-
chusetts and Milt went to a 
U.S. Air Force training school 
there soon after enlisting, but 
they did not meet until after 
the War, and after Milt, still a 
young man, had been through 
a lifetime of experiences in 
Europe.
 Upon graduation, Milt was 
a 2nd Lieutenant in the 461st 
Group of the 15th Air Force.  
He was sent first to North Af-
rica and then Italy.  It was on 
his 33rd mission, on July 25, 
1944, which was supposed to 
be his last, that his plane, and 
a crew of 10, were shot down 
over Molnn, Austria.  They 
were part of a large-scale at-
tack on the heavily-defended 
Hermann Goering Tank 
Works at Linz, Austria.  Milt’s 
plane was one of 11 shot down 
on that mission, and four 
more were lost that day.  Four 
out of the 10 men on Milt’s 
plane lost their lives that day.
 Lieutenant Radvosky was 
found by an Austrian woman 
and her maid in Molln.  They 
were tending to his injured 
wrist, and he believed he was 
in friendly hands, when the 
Nazi SS arrived.  They had 
been searching the area for 
the downed crew when they 
came upon the injured officer 
and marched him off to jail 
and later put him on a train to 

Barth, Germany, on the Baltic 
Sea.  It was here, in Stalag 
Luft 1, a POW camp, that Milt 
would remain until the end 
of the war.  It was only long 
after the war ended that he 
learned that the Germans had 
had plans to ship all the Jew-
ish POWs, such as himself, off 
to concentration camps.  The 
Russians liberated the camp 
in May, 1945, before the Ger-
mans had the opportunity to 
enact these plans.
 Fran said that her hus-
band almost never talked 
about the War or his time in 
the POW camp until after he 
had a heart attack in the mid-
1980s.  After his heart attack, 
Fran explained, he started to 
become more curious about 
the history he had been part 
of — so curious, in fact, that 
he began searching the Ar-
chives of the Nuremberg War 
Crimes trials for answers to 
his questions.  From this re-
search, he learned of the trial 
of a German who had left one 
of Milt’s comrades to die, his 
parachute hanging from a 
tree.  He also found the name 
of the Austrian woman who 
had tried to save him.  He 
decided to reach out to Aus-
trians in Molnn and Linz, a 
place he had tried to attack 
with deadly bombs 40 years 
earlier.
 Milt placed an ads in lo-
cal papers in Molnn and Linz, 
saying that he wished to cor-
respond with people who had 
lived there at that time and 
knew of the air raid.  Fran said 
he was amazed that dozens 
of people responded.  Among 

(continued on page 15)

A	Profile	of	Two	Former	Residents

Who are the People in the Neighborhood?
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Andrea S. Flamer, D.D.S.
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Four Corners Medical Center

344 University Boulevard West, Suite 327
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901

Lost teeth impact total health
Multiple tooth loss is most commonly caused by 
periodontal disease, i.e., gum and bone disease.  
Periodontal disease has a high statistical correla-
tion with chronic debilitating disease, such as 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and arthritis.

If you have questions about your dental health, please 
call us.

“Offering Today’s Concepts in Dental Care”

301-593-4800
  crowns
  partials
  root canals
  gum treatments
  fillings
  dentures
  emergency care
  convenient location

By Caitlin James
 Parents in Northwood 
Park are beginning to meet 
and network via a new 
electronic listserv, first an-
nounced in the April edition 
of the Northwood News.  The 
listerv was founded back in 
March of this year.
 While it started out slowly 
with only a few postings in its 
first few weeks, it is gradu-
ally building momentum and 
postings gradually have in-
creased.  Members are using 
the listserv to share informa-
tion on topics such as con-
signment sales, school fund 
raisers and fairs, local play 
groups and day care centers, 
and many other topics of in-
terest to families.
 If you are a parent 

and are interested in join-
ing, please go to: http://
groups.yahoo. com/group/
northwood parents.  When 
completing the membership 
form, please include the fol-
lowing information:  your full 
name and address, whether 
you have children, and how 
you heard about the listserv.
 This listserve is open only 
to parents with school-age 
children living in the NFCCA 
territory (if you receive this 
newsletter at your house, you 
qualify). 

Second Listserv 
Watches Crime
 The NFCCA has created 
a crime watch email group 
through Yahoo.  This group 
exists to communicate crime 
reports and related informa-
tion to interested community 
residents.  Its purpose is to 
raise awareness of crime in 
our neighborhood to empower 
us as citizens to protect our-
selves and our neighbors.  
Subscribers may report a 
crime directly to others.
 If you would like to join 
this email group, please send 
an email to Nick Scalera at 
nicholas_scalera@discovery. 
com).  You’ll get an email back 
with instructions.  Participa-
tion is voluntary and you can 
unsubscribe at any time. 

Please suPPort
our advertisers

Parents, Join the NFCCA Listserv
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those he began correspond-
ing with was the Mayor of 
Molnn.  Milt decided to write 
a book about his experiences 
and traveled to Austria two 
times to meet the people of 
Molnn and Linz.  Fran accom-
panied him on both trips.  She 
said the Mayor of Molnn and 
residents of both Molnn and 
Linz made all sorts of arrange-
ments for them, including 
places to stay and opportuni-
ties to speak to locals about 
the War.
 “I can’t believe how the 
people who were working at 
the Hermann Goering Tank 
Works treated us.  They sent 
a limo to meet us.... We spent 
the whole day (at the factory).  
They treated us like royalty,” 
she said.
 Fran said they also went 
to see the mountain in Molnn 
that Milt’s plane had crashed 
into, and they met men who 
were 15 at the time of the air 
raid and whose responsibil-
ity was to shoot  at Allied air 
planes.  The Mayor of Molnn 
also made arrangements for 
the Radovskys to meet the 
woman who had cared for 
Milt before the SS arrived.
 “She was over 90 years old 
and all bent over.  We went 
to her house and she greeted 
him like her own lost rela-
tive,” Fran recalled.
 Fran said that Milt worked 
on his book until he became 
too sick; his first draft was al-
most complete.
 After his release from the 
POW Camp, Milt had spent 
a month in France and then 
returned home to the U.S. and 
re-enlisted in 1947.  Shortly 

after that, he met Fran in 
Westover Field, Massachu-
setts, where the Air Force 
sent him and where she grew 
up.  Fran decided to give up 
her plans to attend physical 
therapy school at Richmond 
Medical College when they 
got married in October, 1947.  
Fran had trained to be an 
Army nurse, but never served 
overseas.
 Milt served the U.S. Air 
Force until 1964.  During the 
Korean War, he flew missions 
to Germany and was sent to 
military intelligence school.  
When he retired, he was a Ma-
jor with the Air Defense Com-
mand.
 It was shortly after he 
ended his military career 
in 1964 that the Radovskys 
bought the house on Lock-
ridge Drive.
 Fran said she was greatly 
relieved when her husband 
retired from the military be-
cause he sometimes was sent 
away for a year at a time, dur-
ing which times she was left 
behind to raise their two sons 
alone.  Their sons, Ken and 
Dan, were 11 and 15 at the 
time they bought the house 
on Lockridge.  Milt started a 
paper recycling business that 
did well for a few years, and 
then went to work as a real-
tor for Long & Foster.  He 
also devoted a lot of time to 
reading about history and 
sailing, including trips to the 
Caribbean in chartered boats.  
They came to know their 
neighbors on Lockridge Drive 
well.
 “It was an exceptionally 
friendly side of the street,” 
she said.  “There wasn’t much 

turnover for years until people 
started retiring and moving 
away.”  To this day, she has 
stayed in contact with many of 
these former neighbors.
 In 1993, shortly after Milt 
passed away, something hap-
pened that caused Fran to get 
deeply involved in community 
issues.  The Army Corps of 
Engineers began the planning 
process for a dam they would 
build at the end of Lockridge 
Drive in Northwest Branch 
Park.  Fran said the plan 
meant taking down over 250 
mature trees.
 “It made me so angry 
because I spent a lot of time 
there,” she said.  “I was so 
much against it.”
 The dam project was de-
signed to clean up the runoff 
from the Northwest Branch 
Stream to the Anacostia River, 
Fran said.  Fran was actively 
involved opposing the project 
for about a year, including 
weekly meetings.
 She added, “The biggest 
help was (NFCCA past presi-
dent) Charlie Pritchard.  He 
got involved right away and 
spearheaded this.”
 Fran recalled that in the 
last meeting they had about 
the project with Army Corps 
of Engineers, she spoke up, 
“and the next thing I knew, 
they weren’t going to do this.”
 Fran said the most signifi-
cant changes she has seen to 
the neighborhood in recent 
years, in addition to a turn-
over in the population, are an 
increase in the population and 
in commercial development at 
Four Corners.
 One thing that hasn’t 
changed, though, is the  boun-
tifulness of the garden she 
sowed on Lockridge Drive. 

(continued from page 13)

Milt,	Fran	Radovsky	Profiled
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New York Life Insurance Company

T 410 740 6608 F 410 740 4726
C 240 765 9162

Kyle S. Farmer
Financial Services Professional

The Company You Keep®

Jessica Stevens
Agent
T 410 740 6607

HOW NEW YORK LIFE RATES WITH THE EXPERTS
An insurance policy is onl as good as the company behind it.  To help consumers make intelli-
gent decisions, independent services rate insurers.  While the rating services use the same criteria 
tomake their judgments, each focuses on a separate aspect of a company.  New York Life and its 
subsidiary, New York Insurance and Annuity Corporation, have received among the highest ratings 
for financial strength from Moody’s:  Aa1, A.M. Best:  A++, Standard & Poor’s:  AA+, and Fitch:  
AAA.  Source:  Individual third party rating reports (as of 2/16/05).

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY TO
SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!
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Registered Representative offering securi-
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