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Next Meeting 
On June Ninth
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 9 June 2004 
at 7:30 p.m. at the North Four 
Corners Rec Center.  The Rec 
Center is located at the end 
of Southwood Road, just off 
Edgewood Drive.
 Jon Rhodes, the property 
manager for the Burnt Mills 
Shopping Center, will be a 
guest speaker at 7:30 p.m., 
giving us a rundown of the 
plans Finmarc Management 
has for the Center (see story 
on page 11).
 This will be our final 
meeting this fiscal year.  The 
subsequent meeting will be in 
October.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners area are 
invited to attend and express 
their views.  Please note that 
only paid members of the 
NFCCA are eligible to vote. n
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By Charles G. Pritchard
 I have in hand a copy of a 
27 May 2004 letter from Em-
ily J. Vaias of Linowes and 
Blocher, attorneys at law in 
Bethesda, addressed to Regi-
nal T. Jetter at the Depart-
ment of Permitting Services in 
Rockville.  The subject of the 
letter is a parking waiver for 
Woodmoor Shopping Center.  
The letter requests a waiver 
for parking standards for 
the Center on behalf of First 
Washington Realty, which 
manages Woodmoor.
 The waiver is in support 

of a significant change in the 
configuration of the center, 
moving the Bank of America 
from its current location to 
“a pad site along the rear of 
the center now occupied by 
an office building located 
at the corner of University 
Boulevard and Lexington 
Drive.”  The existing structure 
would be demolished.  The 
new bank will include three 
drive-through lanes, including 
a drive-up ATM.  The bank’s 
current space within the Cen-
ter “will be consumed by ex-
isting tenants who will expand 
into available space,” writes 
Vaias.
 With the relocation of the 
bank, the overall square foot-
age for the center will increase 
slightly, to 90,806 sq.ft.  Ac-
cording to the letter, the 
Montgomery County Code re-
quires a retail center this size 
to have 336 parking spots.  
Woodmoor currently has 233 
and this would drop to 210 
once the bank is constructed.
 Vaias argues that the re-
duction in parking is justified 
because: (1) the drive-through 
lanes and ATM “will signifi-
cantly decrease the parking 
demand, especially on Fri-
days and other heavy banking 
days,” and (2) because the old 
Bank of America space “will 

(continued on page 2)

Changes Proposed for Woodmoor
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
jcbokow@verizon.net

Northwood 
News

President’s Message

 We are approaching our summer break for the period 9 
June-8 September 2004, during which there will be no execu-
tive board or membership meetings scheduled.  Only an ex-
traordinary event will interrupt this summer hiatus.  There is, 
however, at least one issue that could become “extraordinary” 
and that is any action in the near future by the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC) 
and/or the County Recreation Department to initiate action 
on the North Four Corners Park for which both agencies 
have announced development plans.  It is worth reminding 
everyone in our civic association that these agencies, in a spec-
tacular demonstration of bureaucratic bumbling, have spent 
and continue to spend taxpayer dollars on competing plans, 
neither of which have been greeted with approval by our civic 
association.  A decision on this issue may have to be faced 
head-on and could require action on our part.  This would not 
be the first time that we have opposed actions by our govern-
ing bodies, namely, MNCPPC and the County Executive and 
Council.  We have a special committee headed by Carole Ann 
Barth and Jim Zepp dedicated to consideration of this prob-
lem.
 Another interim action must be taken in accordance with 
our by-laws through appointment and action by a Nominating 
Committee to determine and present a slate of candidates for 
the coming 2004-2005 year.  Election of officers must take 
place after 1 September (Labor Day), presumably on the first 
scheduled meeting on 8 September 2004.  Officers must be 
elected for the positions of President, Vice President, Secre-
tary, Treasurer, and four directors.  I will endeavor to appoint 
a committee.  Applicants can contact me (301.593.1781 or 
erc69434@aol.com).

Pluses and Minuses
 We have seen some improvements in our quality of life 
during the past year.  The arrival of theTrader Joe store, re-
placing a long vacant and eyesore retail building, should prove 
to be a positive benefit.  At the same time, work advances on 
the construction of a facility for the Federal Drug Administra-
tion at White Oak, which will provide a stable work force and, 
hopefully, new residents.  The State Highway Administration 
(SHA) is carrying out intersection improvements at several 
choke points along Route 29 (Colesville Road) that may pro-
vide some relief from the crushing congestion on this major 
north-south arterial road.  Plans for HOV/HOT lanes on the 
Capital Beltway (I-495) may alleviate similar congestion.  
Both the County Executive and Governor Ehrlich are pressing 
for funding and construction of the InterCounty Connector, 
which they and its proponents promise will further reduce 
congestion (see p. 3).

be consumed” by existing 
tenants, “it is not anticipated 
that ‘new’ customers will be 
brought to the Center neces-
sarily, but that existing cus-
tomers will be better served 
by not only the new bank but 
also by the other improved 
shops in the Center and cus-
tomers may be able to elimi-
nate trips they would have 
otherwise made to other loca-
tions.”
 The letter was accompa-
nied by drawings showing 
the changes, which will be on 
display at the 9 June meeting, 
where we will discuss this is-
sue. n

Woodmoor
(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 4)
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association meets five 
times a year, in October, De-
cember, February, April, and 
June.  All Board meetings are 
open to the public.

President (Acting)
Charles Pritchard
10612 Margate Road
301.593.1781
erc69434@aol.com

Vice President (Acting)
Jim Zepp
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
jzepp@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Margaret Hawkins
10205 Lorain Avenue
301.681.0762
margaret.hawkins@nara.gov

Secretary
Michele Frome
10802 Lockridge Drive
301.593.3554
michele.frome@verizon.net

At Large
Alan Friedman
126 Snowy Owl Drive
301.681.9156
afriedman@ftc.gov

Ken Hawkins
10205 Lorain Avenue
301.681.0762
kennneth.hawkins@nara.gov

Heather & Matt Maurano
10208 Lorain Avenue
301.593.5809
hmaurano@aol.com
mmaurano@aol.com

Jim Zepp
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
jzepp@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

By Charles G. Pritchard
 The forum on the Inter-
county Connector conducted 
at our 10 May special general 
membership meeting was car-
ried out in accordance with 
an association resolution and 
was, unfortunately, dogged by 
difficulties, some of which, I 
must confess, resulted from 
lapses on my part.  Following 
a heavy wind and rain storm 
on the previous weekend, 
a tree near the North Four 
Corners Park recreation cen-
terwas uprooted and took out 
the electrical high line that 
provides power to the center.  
I should have checked the 
rec center before 10 May and 
failed to do so.  On arriving at 
the center before the appoint-
ed hour, I discovered that it 
lacked electricity.  Thanks to 
our Secretary, Michele Frome, 
and Mr. Sam Raker, outreach 
representative for the State 
Highway Administration 
(SHA), we were able to obtain 
an emergency use of a meet-
ing room at the Luther Rice 
Memorial Baptist Church on 
University Avenue.  A sign 
was posted to this effect on 
the door of the rec center, but 
time was lost in the transi-
tion and we may have lost 
part of our audience due to 

this move.  Consequently, the 
neighborhood forum turn out 
was light.
 At the new location, fur-
thermore, ground rules were 
not fully observed by the 
audience or by the present-
ers.  The presentations went 
off well enough and included 
arguments for and against the 
ICC.  A major problem, how-
ever, was the passion of some 
members of the audience, not 
all of whom were members 
of our civic association or 
even our neighborhood.  The 
question-and-answer period 
following the presentations 
was anything but smooth and, 
as chair, I had to use extreme 
measures to curb some of 
questions that became stri-
dent.  Passions were high, es-
pecially among those persons 
attending the forum who had 
strong views on the issue.
 Finally, a quorum call in-
dicated that we lacked three 
members to make up a quo-
rum, so the question of voting 
on support or nonsupport of 
the ICC was rendered moot.  
In effect, the position of the 
civic association remains neu-
tral as before because of our 
inability to decide on a vote.  
Both sides provided published 
materials and the positions 
presented were technical and 
detailed.
 I cannot claim that the 
forum was a brilliant success.  
There will be further presen-
tations by representatives of 
the SHA during the summer 
and early fall.  The SHA made 
the point that not all of the 
contentious issues have been 
explored yet.  I apologize for 
my lapses. n

Run for the Board
A new NFCCA Board will 
be elected in September 
(see positions at right).  If 
you are interested or want 
more information, contact 
acting president Charlie 
Pritchard (301.593.1781 or 
erc69434@aol.com).

Passions Run High at ICC Forum
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By Carole Barth
 In the last Northwood 
News, we reported that Park 
and Planning had broadened 
its facilities planning process 
to include the existing park 
and that a public hearing 
would probably not be held 
until June.  However, as far 
as we have been able to as-
certain, no hearing has been 
scheduled yet.  We have an 

appointment with Marilyn 
Praisner in early June to dis-
cuss the competing park ex-
pansion proposals.
 Remember, that one op-
tion being considered by Park 
planners is demolishing the 
existing recreation center to 
make room for more parking.  
Come to the recreation center 
for the latest update at the next 
NFCCA meeting on 9 June. n

 We have a new environ-
mental group–Neighbors of 
the Northwest Branch–which 
has assumed stewardship of 
one of our most precious natu-
ral resources:  a stream valley 
of surpassing natural beauty 
and charm as well as providing 
healthy outdoor recreation.  The 
Neighbors will join other similar 
stream steward organizations 
in maintaining clean water and 
natural habitat standards of the 
Northwest Branch.  The “Neigh-
bors” are concerned by the loss 
of trees carried out as part of the 
Trader Joe project.  They would 
like to know what the site plan 
is for the project and whether or 
not parking will produce more 
storm water runoff into the 
Branch (see page 11).
 Our property values remain 
high and crime is relatively low 
by comparison with “hot spots” 
not far removed from us.  Gang 
activity in the “down county,” 
however, seems to be increasing.
 Our military involvement 
overseas has led to fears of in-
creased international terrorism 
and local terrorism, resulting 
in threats against the general 

national capital area, which suf-
fered attacks on the Pentagon in 
September 2001, the following 
anthrax crisis and  the “sniper 
crisis.”  We have also suffered 
the vicissitudes of tropical 
storms, most recently, Tropical 
Storm Isabel with power out-
ages and extensive damage to 
our trees.  Our local county gov-
ernment is striving to assume a 
posture of emergency services 
that will mitigate these threats.  
The Civic Federation of Mont-
gomery County has established 
a Public Safety Committee with 
subcommittees specializing in 
issues relating to the police and 
fire departments, homeland de-
fense, public health, and natural 
disasters.  We have representa-
tion on some of these subcom-
mittees.  We also support the 
local police through annual 
Night Out celebrations (see page 
11) and by lobbying for a public 
safety helicopter unit that the 
County Police Dept. currently 
lacks.

Appreciation
 At this time, I would like 
to thank the members of the 
present board of directors and 

our newsletter editor from the 
bottom of my heart.  I could 
not have had a better or more 
dedicated group to support our 
neighborhood.
 Living in Montgomery 
County, which has endured a 
recent period of financial loss 
of revenue and curtailment of 
public services, has not always 
been easy.  We need an active 
and responsive civic association 
to follow events and policies that 
can radically affect our quality 
of life.  There has been, more-
over, a generational turnover, 
some movement of long-time 
residents to other areas, spurred 
by favorable increases in home 
values, and replacement by new 
neighbors.  I hope that these 
new arrivals will consider service 
to our neighborhood as a needed 
contribution of time and energy.
 —Charlie Pritchard n

(continued from page 2)

President’s Message

Landscapes 
Plus

♦	Yard Clean-ups
♦	Mulching and Wood Chips
♦	Landscape Design and 

Installation
♦	Shrub/Tree Installation
♦	Lawn Renovation-Seeding/

Fertilizing
♦	Landscape Consultations
♦	Shrub Pruning and Removal
♦	Flower-Perennial-Annual 

Installation

Avi Chertock
(301) 593-0577

North Four Corners Park Update
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Northwest Branch Swim Club
10850 Lockwood Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland

Three Age-
Appropriate Pools

Spacious, Wooded 
Grounds

Volleyball and 
Basketball Courts, 

Playground

For membership information call
301-593-9462

Snack Bar and Social Events
For the Whole Family

Home of the Dolphins,
An MCSL-Registered Swim Team
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Office:  301 388-2625
Home:  301 593-6209
Email:  jmbovich@aol.com

The key to a successful real estate transaction

Call maureen – Northwood Resident and
Top Producing Agent Year after Year

** Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed **

For all Your Real Estate Needs,
      call Your Neighbor...
      Maureen Bovich

Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman Update
March 15, 2004 to May 15, 2004

Address Sold Price Style BR FB HB DOM

10605 CAVALIER DR $325,000 Rambler 4 2  42

409 DENNIS AVE $356,000 Rambler 4 2 1 9

10609 EASTWOOD AVE $305,000 Rambler 3 2  5

823 LOXFORD TERRACE $360,000 Rambler 3 2  6

303 MARVIN RD $342,900 Cape Cod 3 2  5

209 THISTLE DR $375,000 Split Level 3 2 1 85

415 UNIVERSITY BLVD $275,000 Rambler 3 1 1 115
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By Carole Barth
Creek Cleanup
 We had great weather for 
NFCCA’s annual spring creek 
cleanup.  Volunteers col-
lected 15 large bags of trash.  
Ironically, among the items 
found in the creek was a “No 
Dumping” sign.  Other items 
included a broken tricycle 
and several tires.
 Over the years we have 
noticed a correlation between 
the amount of rainfall and the 
amount of trash found in the 
creek.  Simply put, more rain 
equals more trash.  This is an 
indication that most of the 
trash comes from upstream 
rather than being dumped 
directly into our segment of 
the creek.  Trash dropped 
on streets and parking lots 
washes into the storm drains 
that, in turn, empty into the 
creek.
 In the nearby Sligo Creek 
watershed, the Friends of 
Sligo Creek (FOSC) group is 
experimenting with a trash 
rack.  Fitted over a stor-
mdrain outfall, the trash 
rack catches litter before it 
reaches the creek.  However, 
to keep the rack from block-
ing the storm drain, the trash 
must be removed after every 
storm.   That requires a con-
sistent commitment from vol-
unteers.  Could a trash rack 
work in Northwest Branch?  
FOSC’s experiment should 
provide some valuable infor-
mation.  To find out more, go 
to www.fosc.org.

Tree Planting
 NFCCA purchased 10 trees 
from Tree-mendous Maryland 
and volunteers planted them 

along the Lockridge Drive 
median.  We planted three 
varieties:  crab apple, redbud, 
and shadbush.  (Longtime 
residents will remember the 
old crabapples planted by 
the original homeowners.)  
Redbud (Cercis canadensis) 
has pink to lavender blooms 
April-May.  The large heart-
shaped leaves are reddish 
when new and turn yellow in 
the fall.  Redbud also has a 
high wildlife value.  Shadbush 
(Amelanchier canadensis) 
has white flowers March-May 
which are followed by edible 
fruit.  Its fall color is orange to 
red and, like Redbud, it has a 
high wildlife value.  Shadbush 
is so-called because it blooms 
when the shad run upstream 
to spawn.  To me, this is a 
marvelous reminder of the in-
terdependence of ecosystems.
 How do forests and fish 
need each other?   Streamside 
trees provide critical shade, 
keeping water temperatures 
cool enough to support fish 
populations.  Leaves that 
drop into the water feed crit-
ters that, in turn, become 
food for other critters which 
are then eaten by fish.  When 
a tree dies and falls into the 
stream, it provides impor-
tant habitat for fish and their 
prey.  So clearly, fish need 
trees.  But do trees need fish?
 Recent research in Alaska 
found that riverside trees get 
a quarter of their nitrogen 
from salmon that die and de-
compose after spawning.  In 
fact, researchers found trees 
along salmon streams grow 
three times faster than the 
trees growing beside salmon-
free streams.  More work 

needs to be done to verify 
that the trees do better be-
cause of the salmon.  In any 
case, the Shadbush reminds 
us to look for unexpected 
connections in the natural 
world. n

Parking Across 
Sidewalks
 The N-FC Baby Network 
requests that community resi-
dents with a driveway either 
park their cars completely 
clear of the sidewalk or park 
in the street, in accordance 
with Montgomery County 
Code 31-20a(2).  Just so you 
know, violators are subject to 
a ticket with a fine. n

Police Seek 
Information
 The Montgomery County 
Department of Police has is-
sued a request for information 
regarding a burglary during 
the daytime on 14 April 2004 
at a home in the 10400 block 
of Mountain Quail Road.  
Items taken include jewelry, a 
digital camera, and a Playsta-
tion 2.
 The culprits are believed 
by the police to be juveniles, 
but an adult has not been 
ruled out.
 Anyone with information 
regarding this incident should 
contact the Montgomery 
County Police at 301.565.5835 
(Detective Holmes, Case 
#S04-020092). n

Earth Day Activities: Creek Cleanup, Tree Planting
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Realtor

Barbara Ciment
ASSOCIATE BROKER

$170 Million in Career Sales
Top Office Producer Since 1988

301-622-7002
Email: barbara@ciment.com

Web: www.ciment.com

Northwood Real Estate Report June, 2004

Specialist in Northwood Market
Before you make any move in Northwood, Forest Knolls, or 
Kinsman Farm, I would be pleased to share my insights with 
you.  Call today for my Free Market Analysis.

My Reputation: Service and Integrity
My “Greatest Asset” is “My Reputation for Service and 
Integrity.”  Hear what buyers and sellers say about their 
experience of working with me.  Check out my web site: 
www.ciment.com.

My Customized Northwood Reports
I provide these customized market analysis reports as a 
service to the Northwood Community.  If you need any other 
information, feel free to call me.

Understanding our Fast-Paced Market
My exclusive Subdivision Report (left hand side) provides 
you with neighborhood data including Days on Market 
(DOM).  More recent sales, below, show that the pace of real 
estate activity has dramatically accelerated with DOM falling 
to 1-2 weeks across yours and neighboring subdivisions.  I 
have the pulse of this market, with over $8.0M Sales in 
2004!  I will get Top $$ Dollar for your home in this most 
intensive market in my 27 years of experience.  Call me today 
for selling or buying a home!

#2 Top “Individual” L&F Producer
Of all my awards in 2003, I am most proud of placing 
#2 from 2,200 Long & Foster agents for my dollar 
production as an “Individual Agent.”  This means that 
while I have a large business, my clients don’t get to speak 
to an assistant.  I do it with individualized attention.  I am 
fortunate to have support staff for computer work, etc., but 
I will personally handle all your real estate needs.

Recent Northwood Settled Properties
(April 1, 2004-May 28, 2004)

 address Price Style bR ba Dom
 10819 MARGATE RD $389,900 Split Level 3 2/1 8
 209 THISTLE DR $375,000 Split Level 3 2/1 85
 823 LOXFORD TER $360,000 Rambler 3 2 6
 409 DENNIS AVE $356,000 Rambler 4 2/1 12
 303 MARVIN RD $342,900 Cape Cod 3 2 3
 10610 CAVALIER DR $329,900 Rambler 4 2 5
 10605 CAVALIER DR $325,000 Rambler 4 2 42
 10609 EASTWOOD AVE $305,000 Rambler 3 2 1
 415 UNIVERSITY BLVD W $275,000 Rambler 3 1/1 103

Silver Spring Subdivision Sales
(January 1, 2004-April 30, 2004)

(DOM-Days on Market from List Date to Contract Date)

Give me a call for additional information on any property 
listed here.

 Subdivision # units avg. Price Dom
 AMERICANA FINMARK 9 $201,611 16
 ARCOLA 2 $318,500 21
 BALLANTRAE 2 $328,000 10
 BURNT MILLS 15 $335,866 27
 CONN AVE EST 46 $278,031 19
 CONN AVE PARK 11 $313,618 22
 DUMONT OAKS 6 $371,600 14
 FOREST ESTATES 16 $329,807 17
 FOREST KNOLLS 2 $346,000 6
 INDIAN SPRING 13 $340,850 29
 KEMP MILL 18 $365,296 47
 LONGMEAD 52 $289,915 12
 MCDONALD KNOLLS 3 $289,000 15
 NORTHWOOD 16 $338,862 42
 PARKWAY 1 $390,000 12
 ROSEWOOD 1 $327,000 5
 ROSSMOOR LEISURE 92 $225,159 38
 SLIGO ESTATES 3 $336,600 8
 SLIGO PARK 13 $379,203 24
 TAKOMA PARK 56 $352,398 33
 TIVOLI 11 $354,963 13
 UNIVERSITY TOWERS 14 $158,110 24
 VEIRS MILL 20 $247,310 29
 WHEATON 42 $317,504 17
 WOODMOOR 17 $401,668 30
 WOODSIDE 10 $484,186 20
 WOODSIDE FOREST 6 $528,925 56
 WOODSIDE PARK 9 $587,126 7



9Northwood News n June 2004

A Friendly Community Atmosphere
Shaded Pool • Picnic Area • Fenced Baby Pool

Sanded Multi-Age Play Area

Volleyball • Ping Pong • Basketball

Swim Team • Holiday Party & More

1124  Arcola  Ave. 301-649-5670
Next to Kemp Mill Shopping Center www.parklandpool.org

50% OFF
1st Year Dues

With purchase of
new membership
and this coupon

Expires 7/1/04

FREE
Family or Individual

SWIM PASS
With This coupon

one Pass Per Family Per Season
immediate Family members only

Expires 7/1/04

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

By Charles G. Pritchard
 In its 19 May 2004 issue, 
the Silver Spring Gazette pub-
lished a comprehensive story 
by Fred Lewis on the 50th 
anniversary of Maryland’s 
only member-run coopera-
tive housing project, which 
began when a group of D.C 
residents headed by Leo and 
Alma Gershenson decided to 
move north to the Four Cor-
ners area.  Using their own 
resources and a co-op loan 
from the Federal Housing Au-
thority, this determined group 
established a residential com-
munity of individual house-
holds.  Several of the original 
owners still live in those 44 
brick ranch-style homes on 
Cavalier Drive and Belton 
Road.

 The article cited the 
presence of our own civic as-
sociation newsletter editor, 
Jacquie Bokow, who grew 
up in Northwood and moved 
back here with her family 
because of its neighborhood 
ambiance.  The article also 
mentioned Mike Diegel, a 
former president of our civic 
association and the current 
president of the Allied Civic 
Group, an umbrella orga-
nization made up of many 
civic associations in the down 
county area.  The Four Cor-
ners area also includes the 
Woodmoor-Pinecrest subdivi-
sion and the two communities 
on opposite sides of Colesville 
Road, which have combined 
forces many times on issues 
that affect the area, including 

public input to the Four Cor-
ners MasterPlan.  The article 
cited the particular caretaking 
role of the Northwood-Four 
Corners residents for the 
Northwest Branch Stream 
Valley Park, a major tributary 
of the Anacostia river that has 
been retained with a natural 
setting and habitat through 
the efforts of the local citizens, 
who consider it one of their 
unique resources.  Residents 
from the communities along 
both banks of the Northwest 
Branch, between Colesville 
and Randolph roads, partici-
pated in construction of east 
and west bank trails, includ-
ing the recently dedicated Ra-
chel Carson Greenway Trail, 
which was named, at our 
(continued on page 11)

Parkland Pool & Playground

Our Neighborhood Featured in Gazette  Article
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 Slogging through mud in 
the 1950s when their neigh-
borhood had just been carved 
out of the woods of Maggie 
Reed’s farm.  Standing on 
license plates and 
roller skating down 
Cavalier Drive.  
Crawling through 
sewer pipes.  Play-
ing touch football 
and wiffleball in 
Cavalier Court.  
Sharing community-
owned drill, ladder, 
lawn mower, and 
floor polisher.  Fa-
thers babysitting other kids 
as part of the “Sitters Club.”
 Former neighbors shared 
these and many other vivid 
memories at a 50th anniversa-

Baby Network
 If you’re a home-based 
parent with a preschool-aged 
child (five or under), join 
other parents in a similar 
situation as part of the North-
wood-Four Corners Baby Net-
work.  The group meets once 
a month during the day (with 
the children, of course) at the 
homes of the different mem-
bers.
 To join us (it’s free!), 
please contact Jacquie Bokow 
at 301.593.8566 or jcbokow @
verizon.net. n

ry reunion and party held May 
30 in the all-purpose room 
at Forest Knolls Elementary 
School.  The event celebrated 
the unique history of the 44 

brick ramblers on 
Cavalier Drive and 
Belton Road, which 
were built by a mem-
ber-run cooperative.
      About 120 current 
and former neighbors 
attended the party, 
with some guests 
coming from as far 
away as Arizona, Cal-
ifornia, Washington 

State, Florida, Massachusetts 
and London, England.  The 
photos—by Dennis Hodgson, 
son-in-law of the Gershen-
sons—tell it all! n

120 Attend 50th Anniversary of Northwood Park
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insistance, for the late emi-
nent environmentalist Rachel 
Carson, who lived on the 
eastern bank of the stream 
valley.  Residents also par-
ticipate currently in periodic 
trash collection, alien plant 
elimination, and tree planting 
along the trails (see story on 
page 7). n

Gazette Article
(continued from page 9)

Help Needed for 
Neighborhood 
Night Out 2004
By Jim Zepp
 The NFCCA will be par-
ticipating in the National 
Neighborhood Night Out cel-
ebration that will be held on 
Tuesday, August 3rd.  In the 
past, this event has been well 
attended by Northwood-Four 
Corners residents, with more 
than 100 adults and children 
sharing a pleasant summer 
evening together.  Among the 
activities are a potluck dinner, 
games for the kids, music, and 
a visit from the Montgomery 
County police motorcade with 
McGruff the Crime Dog.
 Similar celebrations have 
been held in neighborhoods 
around the county and the 
U.S. as part of the National 
Night Out effort for more than 
20 years.  The purpose is to 
provide residents with an op-
portunity to meet your neigh-
bors and promote a sense of 
community.
 We need volunteers to 
help with several tasks:
   n Supervise the games for 
the children;
   n Organize entertainment 
(for example, several resident 
musicians and a neighbor-
hood DJ have performed in 
previous years); and
   n Help with setup at the Rec 
Center in the North Four Cor-
ner Park.
 If you are willing to help, 
please contact Jim Zepp at 
301.593.7863 or jzepp@ 
mindspring.com.  We wel-
come your participation 
anyway and hope to see you 
there. n

By Jacquie Bokow
 I spoke recently with Jon 
Rhodes, the property manager 
for the Burnt Mills Shopping 
Center.  He confirmed that, 
besides Trader Joe’s, the 
Center will also house a Ritz 
Camera shop and a Starbucks 
Coffee, although these con-
tracts haven’t been signed.
 “We have more tenants 
than we have space,” said 
Rhodes.  It’s a happy dilemma 
for Finmarc Management, 
which allows them to hand 
pick those establishments 
they believe will be success-
ful in this area.  (No word yet 
on that ice cream parlor we 
wanted!)
 Rhodes did say that they 
are negotiating with a family-
owned, sit-down restaurant 
located in Bethesda which is 
seeking to open a second loca-
tion.  “It is not a chain restau-
rant,” he assured me, but we 
“would recognize the name.”  
This restaurant would be lo-
cated at the opposite end of 
the BMSC from Trader Joe’s.
 Other shops that may go 
in are an upscale women’s 
cosmetic/hair salon or a wom-
en’s clothing store.  He would 
not give any names at this 
time.
 Finmarc Management 
co-owner David Fink added 
that “possibly a bank” may be 
included.

Environmental Efforts
 In response to concerns 
raised about the amount 
of water run-off into the 
Northwest Branch from all 
the new hard-surface pav-
ing, Fink mentioned that a 
large, underground storm-

water system will be added 
beneath the parking lot (it’s 
in the design submitted to the 
county).  This underground 
vault will take care of both 
the quantity and quality of 
water going into the North-
west Branch and includes 
several filters and an oil-grid 
separator which has to be 
cleaned once a year.  “It was a 
huge expense,” said Fink, but 
one necessary to protect the 
Northwest Branch.
 Rhodes will be attend-
ing the NFCCA meeting on 9 
June and will be the first to 
speak, at 7:30 p.m.  He may 
have additional details about 
new tenants at that time. n

Membership 
Reaches 10%
 NFCCA Treasurer Maggie 
Hawkins reports that we have 
reached our goal!  Last Octo-
ber, the Association declared 
a goal of having 10 percent of 
the 1,488 homes in our com-
munity join the NFCCA.  As of 
the ICC Forum held in May, 
150 households had joined the 
NFCCA.  Thank you! n

Ritz, Starbucks Coming to BMSC
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