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Next Meeting on 
11 February
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 11 Febru-
ary 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
North Four Corners Rec Cen-
ter.  The Rec Center is located 
at the end of Southwood 
Road, just off Edgewood 
Drive.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners area are 
invited to attend and express 
their views.  Several agenda 
items are noted in the Presi-
dent’s Message on page 2.  If 
you have an item you’d like 
to add to the agenda ahead 
of time, please contact acting 
president Charlie Pritchard at 
301.593.1781.
 Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
—October to October—are 
$10 per household and may 
be paid at the meeting.) 
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News
Northwood

By Carole Barth
 NFCCA continues to 
track the two competing 
planning processes for the 
North Four Corners Park.  
The Montgomery County 
Department of Park and 
Planning (part of the bi-
county Maryland National 
Capitol Park and Planning 
Commission) is putting even 
more time and resources 
into its planning process.  
Staff and consultants are 
currently revising concep-
tual plans A (the large inline 
hockey pad, 44-car parking 

lot, volleyball field, and for-
mal garden) and B (the huge 
playing field and 50-car 
parking lot).
 According to staff, the 
revisions will rearrange 
some of the elements but 
not remove any of the fea-
tures to which residents 
have objected.  Check the 
Park’s website (www.mc-
ncppc.org/silverspring/
publicprojects/fourcorner-
spark.shtm) to see the up-
dated plans when they are 
available.  Park Department 
staff are also conducting en-
gineering studies of the site.  
They expect to hold an-
other public meeting in late 
March or early April, during 
which they will present re-
vised plans A and B as well 
as our plan C.  Based on that 
schedule, they would then 
make a recommendation to 
the Planning Board in June.
 At the same time, the 
Montgomery County De-
partment of Recreation (a 
completely separate county 
agency) is continuing to 
pursue its vision of multiple, 
super-sized community 
recreation centers.  The De-
partment has indicated it is 
interested in the North Four 
Corners site for a new Kemp 
Mill Community Recreation 
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
jcbokow@earthlink.net

Northwood 
News

President’s Message

 This is my first message to 
you since I assumed office as 
president following the resig-
nation of our elected president, 
Vince Jankoski, whose family 
is moving out of the area.  Dur-
ing his period in office, Vince 
performed with great diligence 
and responsibility.  He was a 
valued member of our Associa-
tion and took great interest in 
solving its problems and pro-
moting its well-being.
 Based on the current by-
laws, I found it expedient 
to appoint Jim Zepp (a past 
president) as vice president 
and Michele Frome as re-
cording secretary in place of 
Mike Diegel, who is currently 
president of the Allied Civic 
Group, a very important and 
prestigious umbrella group 
of associations.  This is a 
time-consuming and highly 
responsible position.  Mike has 
agreed to remain in an adviso-
ry and consultant capacity for 
the Association.  Michele has 
a long history of activism in 
our neighborhood and knows 
many of our past problems.  
No other personnel changes 
have been made.  I am blessed 
to have a group of fellow direc-
tors who have experience in 
management and a true dedi-
cation to this neighborhood.  
We now have 1,485 house-
holds.
 I hope to do as well as 
my predecessors in this po-
sition, particularly, Vince, 
Ken Hawkins, Mike Diegel, 
Jim Zepp, Gerry Lane, Dave 
Povtak, and others.
 In the 47 years of my resi-
dence in Silver Spring, I have 
always been interested in local 
issues, especially those that af-

fect our Northwood neighbor-
hood.  There have been many 
changes in Silver Spring and 
problems continue to arise 
requiring citizen action.  We 
hope to remain alert to im-
pending changes and carefully 
consider them and their rami-
fications.  An alert citizenry 
still retains some political clout 
in the arena of local politics.  
Some immediate issues would 
appear to be:
 1.  The Future of North 
Four Corners Park.  This 
small but highly attractive 
park has become the object 
for future development by 
two county agencies operating 
independently and in competi-
tion with each other, namely, 
the Maryland-National Capi-
tal Park and Planning Com-
mission on the one hand and 
the County Recreation De-
partment on the other.  With-
out any prior coordination, 
both agencies have drawn up 
plans for significant changes 
in the park.  The Recreation 
Department wants to build a 
combined community/senior 
citizens’ center on the park 
property and designate it as 
the Kemp Mill Center.  Our 
community has asked that its 
participation in the decision 
of either plan be considered.  
Frankly, we question the need 
for a community center, given 
the existence of such a center 
on Forest Glen Road scarcely 
one mile away.  Our committee 
on North Four Corners Park is 
headed by Carole Ann Barth 
and Jim Zepp.  We have our 
own concepts for the use of the 
park.  Carol will report on this 
issue at the upcoming meeting 
[see story, p. 1].

 2.  Tree Inspection and 
Removal.  Due to the disas-
trous wind and rain storms in 
August and September 2003 
(Hurricane Isabel), our neigh-
borhood suffered from an 
unprecedented number of tree 
falls, many of which knocked 
out powerlines and household 
electrical supply as well as 
inflicting property damage.  
Personal observation of the 
tree inspection and removal 
programs by local residents 
indicated lapses on the part 
of Pepco and the County De-
partment of Public Works and 
Transportation (DWPT) and a 
lack of coordination between 

(continued on page 5)
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association meets five 
times a year, in October, De-
cember, February, April, and 
June.  All Board meetings are 
open to the public.

President (Acting)
Charles Pritchard
10612 Margate Road
301.593.1781
erc69434@aol.com

Vice President (Acting)
Jim Zepp
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
jzepp@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Margaret Hawkins
10205 Lorain Avenue
301.681.0762
margaret.hawkins@nara.gov

Secretary  (Acting)
Michele Frome
10802 Lockridge Drive
301.593.3554
michele.frome@verizon.net

At Large
Alan Friedman
126 Snowy Owl Drive
301.681.9156
afriedman@ftc.gov

Ken Hawkins
10205 Lorain Avenue
301.681.0762
kennneth.hawkins@nara.gov

Heather & Matt Maurano
10208 Lorain Avenue
301.593.5809
hmaurano@aol.com
mmaurano@aol.com

Jim Zepp
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
jzepp@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

Upcoming 
NFCCA 

Meetings
Please mark these dates 
on your calendar for the 
remaining 2003-2004 
meetings of the North-

wood-Four Corners Civic 
Association:

11 February 2004
14 April 2004
9 June 2004

Center.  NFCCA representa-
tives attended the meetings 
of both the Silver and Mid-
County Regional Recreation 
Advisory Boards to hear 
presentations of the 2003 
updates to the Recreation 
Facility Development Plan.  
(We attended both Regional 
Advisory Board meetings 
because there is some con-
fusion among the county 
staff about which region 
includes our community 
and the North Four Cor-
ners Park.)  We also offered 
testimony at both meetings 
citing NFCCA’s plan for the 
North Four Corners Park 
addition.
 The Rec Department 
plan calls for three new 
33,000-sq.-ft. Community 
Recreation Centers (Whea-
ton, White Oak, and Kemp 
Mill) costing about $39 mil-
lion total to build plus $1.5 
million a year for operat-
ing expenses.  It is unclear 

where the County would 
find the total $40.5 mil-
lion in these times of bud-
get cutbacks.  Each center 
would have a building that 
alone takes up about an acre 
of space plus a parking lot 
for 200 cars.  In fact, the 
minimum site called for is 
ten acres.  Thus, if the Rec-
reation Department does 
build the Kemp Mill Center 
on the North Four Corners 
site it would not only take 
the recently acquired acre-
age but would necessitate 
removing part of the exist-
ing park facilities, including 
the Recreation Center.  The 
Silver Spring Recreation 
Advisory Board has decided 
to table their consideration 
of the proposed center until 
they have attended the next 
Parks public meeting.  In 
the meantime, as far as we 
know, the Department of 
Recreation will continue to 
develop its plan.
 This means that the 
two county agencies are 
continuing their compet-
ing efforts to plan facilities 
for the same parcel of land.  
Unless stopped by citizen 
action, both agencies will 
spend your tax dollars cre-
ating duplicate engineering 
and other studies for which 
only one set will be selected 
for the 2007 Capital Im-
provements Budget.  Come 
to the February NFCCA 
meeting to hear the latest 
update on these issues.  If 
you want to help out on 
these issues, let Carole 
Barth know at 301.593.7863 
or cbarth@mindspring.
com. 

(continued from page 1)

Update on the North FC Park
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Northwood Real Estate Market Report

BARBARA CIMENT
ASSOCIATE BROKER

$170 Million in Career Sales
Top 1% Nationwide

Long & Foster’s
#1 Producer in Silver Spring

Tel: 301-622-7002
Email: barbara@ciment.com
Web: http://www.ciment.com Realtor

Specialist in Northwood Market
Before you make any move in Northwood/Forest 
Knolls/Kinsman Farm, I would be pleased to share my 
insights with you and offer my Free Market Analysis.

My Reputation for Service and Integrity
Hear what buyers and sellers have to say about their 
experience of working with me.  Check out my web site: 
www.ciment.com.

Mention Ad for Free Home Warranty
If you list with me before March 15, 2004 and mention 
this Northwood News ad, I will provide you with a Free 
Homeowner’s Warranty on your property at settlement.

 # Units Avg. Sale Avg.
SUBDIVISION Settled _Price_ DOM

AMERICANA FINMARK 3 $194,300 6
ARCOLA 2 $372,549 14
BALLANTRAE 3 $270,166 10
BURNT MILLS 8 $340,487 49
CONN AVE EST 30 $256,919 22
CONN AVE PARK 10 $285,445 35
CONNECTICUT 8 $291,637 12
DUMONT OAKS 4 $302,000 17
FOREST ESTATES 4 $327,500 26
FOREST KNOLLS 2 $299,450 24
GLENFIELD 1 $300,000 25
GLENMONT 13 $235,150 12
INDIAN SPRING 5 $355,900 28
KEMP MILL 7 $354,778 44
LAYHILL 5 $404,500 32
LONGMEAD 19 $272,690 23
MCDONALD KNOLLS 3 $278,833 13
NORTH WOODSIDE 5 $444,657 13
NORTHWOOD 7 $322,128 18
ROSSMOOR LEISURE 47 $214,314 34
SLIGO PARK 3 $306,333 11
SPRINGBROOK F 1 $575,000 3
TAKOMA PARK 41 $307,933 25
TIVOLI 4 $325,875 14
UNIVERSITY TOWERS 4 $157,750 4
VEIRS MILL 14 $240,792 30
WHEATON HILLS 6 $283,983 24
WOODMOOR 7 $361,285 34
WOODSIDE 9 $472,391 19

Greater Northwood Settled Properties
November 15, 2003-January 15, 2004

Silver Spring Subdivision Sales
(November 15, 2003 – January 15, 2004)

(DOM - Days on Market from List Date to Contract Date)

Address Sold Price Style BR BA DOM

10711 LOMBARDY RD $350,000 Rambler 3 2/1 4

10205 EDGEWOOD $350,000 Rambler 3 2 96

306 MARVIN RD $339,900 Cape Cod 4 2 6

417 BELTON RD $327,500 Rambler 3 2 7

109 BELTON RD $315,000 Rambler 3 1/1 1

1102 P LAYFORD LN $307,000 Split Foyer 4 2/1 8

1126 CADDINGTON $290,000 Split Level 4 1/1 40

418 KERWIN RD $288,500 Cape Cod 3 2 4

125 KINSMAN VIEW $284,000 Townhouse 3 2/1 9
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the two agencies in effecting 
prompt and effect relief from 
fallen trees.  At the last general 
membership meeting, a Asso-
ciation member questioned the 
frequency of tree inspection by 
Pepco and called for a letter to 
the responsible parties.
 There have been recent 
articles in the local newspapers 
on a “independent commis-
sion” analysis of the perfor-
mance of Pepco.  Jim Zepp and 
I attended a recent public meet-
ing sponsored by the Civic Fed-
eration of Montgomery County 
where Pepco reported its views 
on the storm crises.  Jim and I 
will report on this new input at 
our February meeting.
 3.  Trash Removal.  Due 
to the current budgetary short-
falls, the county DWPT has 
eliminated trash pickups from 
barrels in our county parks.  
This change in policy has been 
applied to our neighborhood 
streetscaping facility ( mini-
park with a bench and trash 
barrel at Sutherland and Tim-
berwood).  When county pick-
ups were curtailed, volunteers 
took over emptying of the bar-
rel.  This volunteer collection 
has collapsed.  Noncollection 
of trash will probably create 
public health problems.  Mem-
bers of our board of directors 
discovered that trash pickups 
are still being made at several 
sites in the Long Branch and 
Damascus districts.  This ac-
tion has raised questions as 
to the legitimacy and equity 
of such a program.  We will 
continue to negotiate to see if 
our one site can continue to be 
serviced.
 4.  “Green Construc-

tion” and Reopening of 
Northwood High School.  
When the county school board 
succeeded in funding the con-
struction of the new Blair High 
School, our association lobbied 
Ms. Praisner, our representa-
tive in District 4, to prevent 
the razing of the Northwood 
building.  For a lengthy period, 
it served as a “holding school” 
for the teachers and student 
bodies of other high schools 
undergoing renovation.  An 
increase in student population 
during a period of economic 
depression has led to a county 
decision to reopen Northwood 
as part of a Down County Con-
sortium, with specialized cur-
ricula that both local and other 
students can elect to take.  
Since students from our own 
community will undoubtedly 
attend classes in Northwood, it 
is incumbent on us to insist on 
upgrading of the physical plant 
inasmuch as the original deci-
sion to close Northwood was 
based in part on the reported 
deterioration of this plant.
 The Maryland National 
Capital Park and Planning 
Commission has seized the 
LEED (Leadership in Environ-
mental and Energy Design) 
principles and sent a far-reach-
ing recommendation to the 
County Council to implement 
it.  The current policy on the 
Northwood reopening is to use 
LEED to secure the comfort 
and health of the school staff, 
teachers, and students.  We 
need to monitor this upgrad-
ing for the sake of the health 
and learning environment of 
the facility.
 5.  Public Safety and 
Homeland Security.  Al-

though crime is, thankfully, 
relatively low in our neigh-
borhood, we are close to two 
so-called “Hot Spots,” namely 
White Oak to the northeast 
and Long Branch/Flower Ave-
nue west of us.  The latter area 
even has a “Weed and Seed 
Program,” which provides 
federal money to fund both ac-
tive police measures and youth 
recreation and counseling 
programs to reduce crime.  We 
have also seen a bank robbery 
in our local Woodmoor shop-
ping center and the attempted 
kidnapping of a high school 
girl on Sutherland Avenue.  
South Four Corners has had a 
series of car thefts.  Crime on 
nearby Lockwood Avenue is 
rampant.  The September 11 
terrorist aerial attack on the 
Pentagon, the following an-
thrax crisis, and, above all, the 
“sniper crisis” have indicated 
an increased need for public 
safety.
 Our civic association is on 
record as supporting an ad-
ditional Montgomery County 
Police substation and the es-
tablishment of a public safety 
helicopter unit, the need for 
which was particularly dem-
onstrated in the sniper crisis.  
While the County is in sore 
financial straits at present and 
probably would consider es-
tablishment of the unit, there 
is a distinct possibility that 
federal money could be ob-
tained because of the value of 
the unit under the Homeland 
Security program.  I will report 
on this issue at the February 
meeting.
 6.  Association By-
Laws.  As indicated at the 
last membership meeting, 
our by-laws are somewhat 

(continued from page 2)

President’s Message

(continued on page 6)
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Scrapbooking
Are your photos and keepsakes

tucked away in a drawer somewhere?

Are you interested in protecting
and organizing your photos

but don’t know where to begin?

I CAN HELP!

I provide FREE beginner scrapbooking 
classes to small groups or one-on-one.
Learn techniques to preserve your pho-

tos and memorabilia.
Create simple and meaningful albums

for the loved ones in your life.

For more information on scheduling a 
free beginner’s class or for a schedule 

of  ongoing workshops, contact:

Jean E. Hickey
Creative Memories Consultant

1118 Chiswell Lane, Silver Spring, MD
301-593-7861 / jeh217@aol.com

skimpy on succession of the 
presidential function, which is 
one of the reasons that a major 
project in the coming months 
will be to revise the NFCCA 
by-laws to include changes in 
geographic boundaries, which 
now subsume the Forest Knolls 
subdivision.  Our basic civic 
association by-laws need to be 
revised based on the changes 
in association boundaries, 
which have been extended; 
stipulations on the succession 
of officers within a given term 
of office; and expansion of the 
board of directors to provide 
for participation of new mem-
bers from the revised boundary 
areas.
 7.  A new environmental 
group known as “Neighbors 
of Northwest Branch” 
has been formed under the 
sponsorship of the Council 
of Governments in D.C. and 
encouragement of many other 
environmental groups.  There 
is considerable state and 
federal interest in the “beau-
tification” and elimination 
of pollution in the Anacostia 
River, of which the Northwest 
Branch is a tributary.  The 
group is dedicated to monitor-
ing and improvement of water 
and air quality in this stream 
valley park and support of its 
recreational resources (hiking, 
fishing, nature observation and 
studies, etc.).  We have tradi-
tionally kept a careful watch on 
our section of the Northwest 
Branch between Colesville and 
Randolph Roads with a view 
toward keeping this portion of 
the park as “natural” as pos-
sible.  I will report on this issue 
at the upcoming meeting.

 8.  Fred & Harry’s 
restaurant and bar has been 
purchased by the owners of 
another restaurant and bar in 
Takoma Park.  There is hearsay 
evidence that this latter restau-
rant has had license problems.  
We will also report on this.
 9.  The Civic Federation 
of Montgomery County has 
recommended to the County 
Council that legislation be 
considered for the elimina-
tion of “parabolic speed 
bumps” in favor of a “flat top” 
design, which would permit 
speeds of up to 25 mph.  The 
parabolic type is the one that 
our county Department of 
Public Works and Transporta-
tion (DWPT) installed in its 
wisdom in our neighborhood.  
This type of speed bump 
has been banned in Prince 
George’s and Ann Arundel 
Counties and condemned by 
drivers of emergency service 
vehicles such as ambulances 
and fire trucks.  Do we wish to 
obtain more information on 
this and will DPWT replace 
the present speed bumps if the 
legislation is approved?
 As you can see, we have a 
number of challenging tasks in 
the coming months.  I sincere-
ly hope that the board of direc-
tors can count on your support 
in carrying them out.  This is 
a fine neighborhood.  Silver 
Spring itself has undergone 
remarkable changes, most of 
which have improved its qual-
ity of life and economic viabil-
ity.  Additional improvements, 
however, may be required.  A 
useful motto for continued 
positive growth is keep Silver 
Spring “Clean and Safe.”
 –Charles G.  Pritchard 

(continued from page 5)

President’s Message Introducing 
Our New Event 
Coordinator
 The NFCCA Board would 
like to introduce our new 
neighborhood Event Coor-
dinator, Kristen Hawley.  
Kristen, owner of KLH event 
design, is very enthusiastic 
about kicking-off the North-
wood 4 Corners Event Pro-
gram this year and envisions 
it as the catalyst our neighbor-
hood needs to come together 
and embody the true meaning 
of community.
 Anyone wishing to help 
organize and/or plan this 
year’s events is welcome to 
contact Kristen at kristenl 
hawley@hotmail.com or by 
phone at 301.681.5039. 
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Landscapes 
Plus

♦ Yard Clean-ups
♦ Mulching and Wood Chips
♦ Landscape Design and 

Installation
♦ Shrub/Tree Installation
♦ Lawn Renovation-Seeding/

Fertilizing
♦ Landscape Consultations
♦ Shrub Pruning and Removal
♦ Flower-Perennial-Annual 

Installation

Avi Chertock
(301) 593-0577

By Carole Barth
 Over the years, NFCCA 
has tried to protect and en-
hance the neighborhood’s 
tree canopy.  Trees provide 
many important benefits.  For 
example, a mature shade tree 
provides as much cooling as 
four large window air condi-
tioners.  Trees also help clean 
the air, capture stormwater 
runoff, provide food and 
homes for wildlife, and bring 
us four seasons of beauty.  
Now, through the Tree-men-
dous Maryland Gift of Trees 
program, residents can make 

donations that will directly 
benefit our community.
 Here’s how it works.  
Trees cost $25 per tree or 
for $250 you can purchase a 
grove of ten trees.  You can 
purchase a tree to commemo-
rate someone or celebrate a 
special occasion.  The trees 
are planted on public land 
such as parks; school grounds; 
and along streams, creeks, 
and rivers or county and state 
right-of-ways.  A certificate is 
sent indicating the person or 
occasion being honored.
 The best part is, if you 

put NFCCA on a corner of 
the form (see below), Tree-
mendous Maryland will target 
your gift to a project in our 
neighborhood.  So, remember 
a loved one, celebrate a birth-
day or anniversary, and at the 
same time make this a bet-
ter place to live with a gift of 
trees. 

NFCCA

New FC Eatery
By Jacquie Bokow
 The Country Kitchen has 
changed hands, although 
it’s still called the Country 
Kitchen.  Next door to the 
former Fred and Harry’s—and 
still owned by Harry Mereos, 
the “Harry” of “Fred and Har-
ry’s”—the Country Kitchen 
now serves “Spanish food 
from Bolivia,” said new opera-
tor Gloria Idilia.
 “We’ve been here since 
August 2,” said Idilia. 

Rating Pepco
By Jim Zepp
 James Lee Witt, former 
director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Admini-
station, was contracted by 
Pepco to do an evaluation of 
its emergency preparedness 
and response to Hurricane 
Isabel.  Here’s the URL to 
this document:  http://wit-
tassociates/com/projects_
phi.html.  Public comments 
can be offered through Feb-
ruary 13. 

Giving the Gift of Trees
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FINALLY, AN INSURANCE AGENCY ON
YOUR SIDE...AND IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

At Coughlan Insurance Agency, Inc., giving you close, professional attention and protecting what is important to you and 
your family is our main concern.  That’s why we take great pride in teaming up with a notable insurance company — Travel-
ers Insurance — to give you the best coverage and customer service available.

As an independent insurance agency, we offer a variety of  insurance options to meet your unique needs.  What’s more, we 
can help you better understand those choices, and provide meaningful advice in the process.  That’s why we believe we’re 
qualified to assist you in the search for personal insurance — car, home, umbrella policies and more!

Put your trust in a team that stands above the rest in product, performance, and financial stability.  One that will work hard 
to make sure you are satisfied.  Let us show you the difference.

Call (301) 592-1818 today for a personal insurance consultation.

Coughlan Insurance Agency, Inc.
10214 Sutherland Road  ♦  Silver Spring, MD  20901
Phone: (301) 592-1818  ♦  Fax:  (301) 592-1806
E-mail: snc1213@msn.com

The Travelers Indemnity Company
and its property casualty affiliates
One Tower Square, Hartford, CT 06183

By Brigitte Greenberg
 I moved to Northwood 
Park on May 31 and almost 
immediately came to the real-
ization that this house was in 
worse shape than I had origi-
nally thought.  Yes, I knew it 
was a fixer-upper.  But coming 
from a 14-year-old condomin-
ium where I plunked down 
my $161 a month to have 
someone else worry about the 
maintenance details, this was 
a bit of a shock.  What I didn’t 
figure on was that the place 
had been used as a rental 
property for years and that it 
had been abused as such, that 
owners had come and gone 
without doing a darn thing 
to improve it, and that I had 
been left with a circa-1936 
house that really looked the 

part inside and out.  I didn’t 
figure that I would be spend-
ing entire weekends working 
on it, literally hanging off the 
side of the house for my dear 
life while attempting to paint 
its badly worn exterior.
 I also didn’t figure on THE 
NEIGHBOR.  His name is 
John Murray and God Bless 
America, he’s a CONTRAC-
TOR.  Yippee!  Now, I can’t 
afford to hire him, mind you.  
He apparently costs quite a 
bit, and I’ve just put my life 
savings into this very scary 
little house.  But for whatever 
reason, probably because he 
fears I may accidentally harm 
myself (which is entirely pos-
sible given my abysmal skill 
level), he has acted as my 
trusted advisor in all things 

Old House.
 And we’re talking about 
even the ridiculous things.  
Like the time I came knock-
ing on his door because I 
heard this weird, high-pitched 
noise that I swore was com-
ing from the attic.  He didn’t 
even laugh at me when we 
found it was only an old alarm 
clock that gone haywire inside 
a drawer.  In the first weeks 
after I moved in, I swear I had 
to be knocking on John’s door 
several times a day, asking 
probably some of the dumb-
est questions he’s ever had 
the misfortune of hearing.  
But John never laughed at 
me.  Rather, he most patiently 
explained the inner and outer 
workings of my house to me, 

(continued on page 9)

My Scary House and Superhero Neighbor
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a house I still don’t claim to 
entirely understand.
 When he saw me strug-
gling to build a new walkway 
(because I was under the im-
pression I had to dig through 
gravel to China), he told me 
to STOP and handed me the 
proper tools.  He helped me 
put in the walk after I had 
managed to make the project 
a lot more work than it had to 
be.  When Hurricane Isabel 
was coming, he took it upon 
himself to check my down-
spouts when it didn’t even 
occur to me to do so.  He has 
offered his tools freely for a 
variety of projects, so many 
tools that I’m sure he must be 
losing track.  (Note to John:  
If tools are missing, check 
Brigitte’s garage.)
 Most importantly, John 
has given me his advice and 
friendship.  I don’t know how 
I got so lucky as to move next 
door to someone who not 
only knows all about fixing 
houses, but also doesn’t mind 
sharing his time and exper-
tise with me simply because I 
need it.  John is one of those 
rare birds who seems to make 
friends with everyone.  He 
hangs with the mailman and 
it’s not unusual to run into 
the guy who drives the ice 
cream truck over at John’s 
house.  (Secret: John some-
times hides in his garage as 
Ice Cream Man drives by 
because he’s afraid he’ll be 
offended if he doesn’t buy a 
cone!)
 In the weeks after I 
moved in, I regretted mov-
ing to Northwood Park.  I 
thought I probably should 

By Jacquie Bokow
 Of all the roads in our 
community, only one—the 
400 block of Belton Road 
(between Edgewood and Or-
dway)—is lined with cherry 
blossoms.  I grew up on that 
block and my mother, Mif 
Cochran, lives there still.  A 
chance comment my mother 
made recently led to my dis-
covery of how those colorful 
trees came to be there.
 It seems that Vera Jones, 
the original owner of the 
house at 424 Belton Road, 
was behind the scheme.  The 
homes on that block of Bel-
ton Road were all built at the 
same time, during the sum-
mer of 1954.  My parents, my 
older sister Kathleen, and 
I moved into 413 that Sep-
tember when the house was 
completed, at the same time 
Vera, her husband Jack, and 
their eldest daughter, Jean, 
moved in across the street at 
424.  The county had not yet 
planted trees along the block.
 Jones discovered that they 
could choose the type of tree 
they wanted along the road.  

She still remembers the con-
versation.
 “I spoke with a Mr. Tolson 
in the county’s tree depart-
ment,” said Jones, who now 
lives at Leisure World.  “I 
remember discussing the life 
expectancy of certain trees, 
among other things.”  The 
cherry blossoms caught her 
imagination, but all of the 
neighbors would have to pay 
for their own trees.  Jones 
canvassed her neighbors.
 “Tommy Griffith [who 
then lived at 415 Belton Road] 
told me, ‘You can’t make this 
place look like Kenwood,’” 
but she persevered.  Most of 
the folks on the block decided 
to participate, including the 
Griffiths, but one cannot tell 
now from visiting the street, 
as several of the trees have 
died, including my mother’s.
 And the price each of 
those neighbors paid to get 
their tree?  Six dollars.
 [Have a story about the 
history of your part of our 
community?  Contact Jacquie 
Bokow at 301.593.8566 or 
jcbokow@ earthlink.net.] 

have bought a modern town-
house that would require 
little maintenance.  There 
were reasons the previous 
owners had dropped the price 
on this house, and I have be-
come very familiar with them 
— doors that jam constantly, 
cabinets rotted on the inside 
but appearing OK from the 
outside, etc.  My realtor said 
I could always rent the house 
and find someplace else for 
me and the dogs.  But I’ve 
never quit and don’t plan to 

now.  I have energy and sheer 
force of will, if nothing else.  
Friends had told me to buy 
the worst house in the best 
neighborhood, and I think 
I’ve succeeding magnificently 
on both counts.  I’m still 
scared of my house, but as 
long as I have a neighbor like 
John Murray, at least I’ll have 
the advice I need to try to 
tame this, my small, frighten-
ing claim to the Earth, right 
here in Northwood Park.
 Thank you, John. 

Scary House
(continued from page 8)

Local History

Belton Road’s Cherry Blossoms
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By Jacquie Bokow
 At the time this issue of 
the Northwood News went 
to press, I spoke with Marc 
Solomon of Finmarc Man-
agement about the Burnt 
Mills Shopping Center 
(BMSC).

 “We’re hoping that the 
lease is ready to be signed 
with Trader Joe’s,” he said.  
He expected the final lease 
would be signed about the 
first of February.
 Earlier in January, I 
relayed to Solomon the re-
sponses I received from 
neighborhood residents 
about what they’d like to see 
at BMSC.  I reiterated that 
there is huge excitement 
in the community over the 
prospect of a Trader Joe’s 
going in, which is our num-
ber one request.  Other men-
tions included the following:
    Ice cream parlor (specifi-
cally mentioned: Kohr Bros., 
Ben & Jerry’s, York Castle, 
Dairy Queen, Baskin & Rob-
bins, several folks requested 
that it NOT be a Baskin & 
Robbins);
    Coffee shop (specifically 
mentioned:  drive-through 
Starbuck’s, Majorga, non-
chain coffee place);
    Eatery (specifically men-
tioned:  “nice restaurant,” 
Quiznos, deli, “local break-
fast place,” Baja Fresh, Cor-
ner Bakery, Chicken Out, 
Upper Crust, “Thai or Viet-
namese restaurant, like Tara 
Thai”);
    Krispy Kreme;
    Fabric store;
    UPS store;
    Dollar store; and
    Ross clothing store (there 
is insufficient space for this 
one, I believe).
 Other suggestions, which 
I passed along but which are 
duplicative of stores in either 
Woodmoor or White Oak, in-
clude:
    Bakery;

Neighborhood 
Anniversary 
Update
By Robin Loube
 Last year, I wrote about 
the upcoming 50th anni-
versary of Maryland’s only 
successful member-run 
cooperative housing proj-
ect, which was built right 
here in our neighborhood.  
It encompassed the 44 
brick ranch-style homes on 
Cavalier Drive and Belton 
Road.
 A 50th Anniversary Re-
union and Celebration of 
the Northwood Park Coop-
erative will take place on 
the afternoon of Sunday 
May 30th (the Sunday of 
Memorial Day Weekend) 
in the all-purpose room at 
Forest Knolls Elementary 
School.  Many original co-
op members and long-time 
residents, along with their 
grown children and grand-
children, are planning to 
return to the neighborhood 
for the party.  Current 
members of the commu-
nity will be invited, too, so 
hold that date if you’d like 
to come.  Details to follow 
in the April issue of the 
Northwood News. 

    Bagel shop;
    Drugstore; and
    Beauty shop.
 I also had a call from 
someone who wanted to 
rent space for a Latino-style 
barbecue place.  I gave the 
individual the phone number 
for the rental agent, but have 
heard nothing from Solomon 
about this.
 Other requests which 
will make the BMSC more 
user-friendly to folks in the 
neighborhood include:  side-
walks along Route 29 up to 
Southwood Drive, bike racks 
at the center, and a pedes-
trian crosswalk at the new 
traffic signal so folks can 
cut through the Northwest 
Branch trail.
 I also told him that dis-
cussions at NFCCA meetings 
have yielded some definite 
opinions about the BMSC.  
Folks are adamant that new 
stores at BMSC not compete 
with the Woodmoor Center, 
as we have a sense of owner-
ship for Woodmoor and want 
it to succeed as well.  I also 
mentioned that terrific op-
position might be raised to 
any drive-through fast food 
restaurants, which have been 
successfully opposed already 
in Four Corners.
 “We expect to break 
ground in April at the lat-
est,” said Solomon, and will 
be “open for business in No-
vember 2004.” 

Please 
Support Our 
Advertisers

Be sure to tell them you saw
their ad in the Northwood News!

Update on Burnt Mills Shopping Center, Trader Joe’s
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Your Northwood/Forest Knolls
Realtor

Office:  301 388-2625
Home:  301 593-6209
Email:  jmbovich@aol.com

Maureen Bovich

The key to a successful real estate transaction

Call Maureen – Northwood Resident and Top 
Producing Agent Year after Year

For All Your Real Estate Needs,

Call Your Neighbor ...

Maureen
301 593-6209

Welcome Forest Knolls
Readers
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Flexible Times
References Available
Vast Experience
Reliable
Top Quality Service
Serving You Since 1983
Licensed and Insured

301.563.3393
Cell 240.353.6751

The Perfect Solution To All Your Cleaning Problems

Ana’s Housekeeping Service
Now you have someone to clean for you
Let us clean your house
and see the best job
at the lowest price.

A Friendly Community Atmosphere
Shaded Pool • Picnic Area • Fenced Baby Pool

Sanded Multi-Age Play Area

Volleyball • Ping Pong • Basketball

Swim Team • Holiday Party & More

1124  Arcola  Ave. 301-649-5670
Next to Kemp Mill Shopping Center www.parklandpool.org

50% OFF
1st Year Dues

With purchase of
new membership
And this coupon

Expires 7/1/04

FREE
Family or Individual

SWIM PASS
With This Coupon

One Pass Per Family Per Season
Immediate Family Members Only

Expires 7/1/04

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

Parkland Pool & Playground


