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Next Meeting on 
Wed., 10 June
	 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 10 June 2026, 
at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting 
will be held in person at 
Forest Knolls Elemen-
tary School as well as 
virtually.
	 To find the access codes 
for the online meeting, go to 
the NFCCA website at www.
nfcca.org; the codes will be 
posted the week of the meet-
ing.  This will be our last 
meeting until October.
	 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $15 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting or 
online.)	 

Published Bimonthly by the Northwood-Four Corners Civic Association  n  June 2026

News
North Four Corners

Council Approves Continuing 
Design of Median Lane BRT on 29
By Sharon Canavan
	 On 21 May 2026, the 
Montgomery County Council 
adopted the county’s Capi-
tal Improvements Program 
(CIP).  Although there is no 
appropriation for FY 27, the 
CIP will project $115 million 
in spending for the county 
transportation department to 
continue designing the Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) Flash 2.0 
route (BRT 2.0) on US 29/
Colesville Road.
	 In 2022, the previous 

Council approved funding for 
design of a Dedicated Median 
Lane instead of choosing the 
Managed Lane or No-Build 
options.  The present 35% 
design for BRT 2.0 calls for 
a single, curbed bus lane for 
Flash buses only from Stewart 
Lane to Timberwood Avenue.  
At that point, the median lane 
will expand to two vehicle 
lanes to accommodate moving 
the present curb-side Flash 
stations to the middle of the 
Four Corners intersection for 
two Flash stations (north- and 
south-bound).  After those 
stations, the bus will return 
to a single curbed lane until 
Franklin Avenue and then 
operate in mixed traffic to the 
Silver Spring Metro station. 
(For a more in-depth descrip-
tion of the BRT 2.0 design and 
prior committee action, see 
story on page 5 of North Four 
Corners News, April 2026, 
at https://www.nfcca.org/
news/nn202604d.html.)
	 At a 2 March 2026 meet-
ing of the Transportation and 
Environment (T&E) Com-
mittee, Councilmember Mink 
raised concerns about the 
impact that a curbed one-to-
two lane busway would have 
on traffic from Burnt Mills to 
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President’s Message

(continued on page 3)

	 The North Four Corners 
News (formerly Northwood 
News) is published by the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association.  The NFCCA repre-
sents the 1,600+ households in 
the area bounded by Colesville 
Road (Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Avenue, 
and the Northwest Branch.
	 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  An-
nual dues are $15 per household 
and may be paid online, at any 
Association meeting, or mailed 
to the treasurer.
	 The North Four Corners News 
is published five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an ad 
or discuss a story, please contact 
the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor@nfcca.org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

North four 
corners 

News

Communicate!
NFCCA Listserv
To join:
  nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
	 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
	 nfcca@groups.io

Facebook:  www.facebook.com
	 /nfccamoco

NFCCA Deals!
Buy Nothing Forest Knolls/North 
Four Corners/Woodmoor
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/517319962826076

Compost Crew:  5-gal.@$22, 12-
gal.@$29, compostcrew.com

Seasonal Roots:  Sign up @$25, 
seasonalroots.com/nfcca

	 At our April meeting, the vote to change the NFCCA 
name was 32 to keep the name as Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association and 18 to change the name to North Four 
Corners Civic Association.  So to paraphrase the Big Lebow-
ski, the current name abides!
	 On Wednesday, 10 June, at the next NFCCA General 
Meeting, our speakers will be Maryland District 19 Delegates 
Charlotte Crutchfield and Stewart Vaughn.  They were un-
able to attend the Candidate Forum that NFCCA hosted in 
April since the Maryland Legislature was in its busy last week 
of the Session, but at our June meeting they will provide a 
wrap-up review of the legislature’s activities.
	 Once again, our thanks go out to Julie Whitcomb and 
Karen Donnelly for their stupendous work planning the Fifth 
Annual NFCCA Yard Sale with 54 participating households.  
What a fantastic way to cruise the neighborhood, chat with 
neighbors, find new owners for stuff you no longer use, and 
keep items out of the landfill!
	 The NFCCA 2025–2026 membership has dropped down 
to 195.  Last year we hit 267 paid-up households so we are 
potentially facing a big drop off in dues revenue.  It’s not too 
late to pay your $15 annual dues for this cycle!
	 Your dues, paid advertising in the newsletter, and our 
fundraiser cover the social activities that the civic associa-
tion hosts, the escalating cost of printing this newsletter, and 
administrative expenses.  Over the summertime, the Board 
will develop the projected budget and plan activities for the 
2026–2027 cycle.  We’d hate to scale back our popular social 
events or limit the length of the newsletter to keep under 
budget.
	 Long-time newsletter editor Jacquie Bokow is working 
with Rise Goldstein to transition into the editor role (see 
page 7 for separate article).  The Board will also be discussing 
which Board members are willing to serve again and poten-
tial new Board nominees.
	 Another transition NFCCA has to plan for is manage-
ment of our newsletter distribution process.  John and Bette 
Hill, who have long shouldered the job of counting up the 
batches of newsletters and delivering them to our 51 distribu-
tors, have decided that the June newsletter will be their last.  
Many thanks to them for their work doing this over the years.  
We need to find volunteer(s) to take on all or a portion of the 
distribution task before the October issue.
	 This year NFCCA has operated one Board member short; 
we’ve been stretched thin.  We still need to fill this “hole” and 
are looking particularly for someone with technology skills, 
who can maintain and update the nfcca.org website once 
Jacquie completes her move out of the neighborhood.
	 Everyone is busy with work and family, but serving on 
the NFCCA Board doesn’t have to be a heavy lift.  You can 
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PAY DUES HERE

(continued from page 2)

The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association serves for 
one year and meets every 
month except July and Au-
gust.  Current officers (until 
October 2026) are:

President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
240.281.3911
president@nfcca.org

Vice President
Jessica Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
410.207.5693
veep@nfcca.org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer@nfcca.org

Secretary
Sarah Dye
10911 Lombardy Road
703.380.7468
secretary@nfcca.org

At Large
Brandon Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
717.873.0665
brandon@nfcca.org

Richard Fitzpatrick
403 Hannes Street
973.598.5943
ricky@nfcca.org

Vacant
Why not you?  Get involved 
and help your community 
by volunteering!

Immediate Past President
Mario “Ema” Perez
10608 Margate Road
703.400.9560
ipp@nfcca.org

NFCCA
Board

www.nfcca.org

Search past articles, gov-
ernment reps, and more at

choose to concentrate on an 
area or on an issue that is of 
particular interest to you.  
Please contact me at presi-
dent@nfcca.org or call me at 
240.281.3911 if you have any 
questions about serving or 
suggestions for a nominee.
	 If you are interested in 
serving on the NFCCA Board 
or becoming a volunteer to 
help manage our newsletter 
operation, neighborhood com-
munications, or plan our so-
cial activities, please drop me 
an email at president@nfcca.
org and we can set up a time 
to discuss what is involved 
and your area(s) of interest.  
Nominations for Officers and 
Board members will be con-
sidered and voted upon at our 
October NFCCA meeting.

—Sharon Canavan

President’s
Message

	 Mark your calendar for 
NFCCA’s upcoming 2026 
neighborhood events.
   n	The 10 June NFCCA 
Meeting will start at 7:30 
p.m. at Forest Knolls Elemen-
tary School.
   n	Free tickets for a 
Thunderbolts game at 
Montgomery Blair High 
School will be distributed at 
the June NFCCA meeting.
   n	The Rock-and-Rolla 
All-Ages Bike Ride will 
start at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
12 July, in North Four Cor-
ners Local Park at Edgewood 
and Southwood Avenues.
   n	Montgomery Parks pres-
ents Parks Playhouse Junior 
– Culture Queen, Ages 2–5, 
Monday, 13 July, 10–11 
a.m., at North Four Corners 
Local Park.
   n	Montgomery Parks pres-
ents Parks Playhouse Junior 
– The Great Zucchini, Ages 
2–5, Saturday, 25 July, 10–
11 a.m., at North Four Corners 
Local Park.
   n	National Night Out 
is Tuesday, 4 August, at 
the Forest Knolls Pool.  Once 
again there will be swimming, 
a band, a food truck, and the 
ever-popular free sno-cones!  

Admission is free to all from 
the neighborhood, so come 
hang out with your neighbors, 
invited legislative and council 
members, and our local police 
community service officers.  
(See page 5 for more details.)
	 Find out more about these 
and other upcoming events 
and activities in our commu-
nity by going to our website 
nfcca.org.  Or go to the NFC-
CA Facebook page by search-
ing for NFCCAMoCo (see page 
2 for the URL) or join the list-
serv.  Hope this helps you stay 
up-to-date and engaged!
	 Lots going on and we want 
to hear from you.  So come 
join us at the June meeting.	n

Wazzup in the Neighborhood
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(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 5)

the Four Corners area. T&E 
Committee Chairman Glass 
and staff then added language 
to the Project Description 
Form (PDF) directing the 
Montgomery County Dept. 
of Transportation (MCDOT) 
to add its evaluation of less 
impactful alternatives.  The 27 
April 2026 T&E Committee 
staff report added the itali-
cized language below to the 
PDF:
	 This project will design 
and implement a dedicated 
lane for Bus Rapid Transit 
in the median of U.S. 29 be-
tween Tech Road and Sligo 
Creek Parkway to improve 
travel time and service reli-
ability.  Alongside final de-
sign for a two-way busway, 
alternative technical con-
cepts for one or zero dedicat-
ed transit lanes through Four 
Corners will be evaluated for 
construction-related impacts, 
transit performance, and 
cost.  Adjacent neighborhood 
traffic impacts and potential 
mitigation will also be evalu-
ated as part of final design. 
MCDOT will brief the T&E 
Committee after the analysis 
is completed and before pro-
ceeding to construction.  The 
project will also assess the 
feasibility of master planned 
bicycle facilities along U.S. 
29 within the project study 
limits.
	 Mink sought to further 
amend the PDF to direct MC-
DOT to evaluate a Managed 
Lane (i.e., Flash bus operat-
ing along with other buses 
in a bus-only curb lane) so 
the Council could evaluate a 
side-by-side comparison of 

all options.  Mink stressed her 
“concerns are about the impact 
that the current design is go-
ing to have on the area there, 
the small businesses, the traf-
fic and mobility in Burnt Mills 
and Four Corners.”  T&E Com-
mittee members voted down 
the Mink amendment.
	 On 6 May 2026, the full 
County Council met to con-
clude its discussion of CIP 
Mass Transportation funding. 
Councilmember Mink again 
offered her amendment to 
add “as well as the previously 
considered Managed Lane op-
tion” to the PDF.
	 Councilmember Glass op-
posed the Mink amendment, 
stressing that BRT 2.0 is a 
priority to serve transporta-
tion users in Burtonsville, 
further noting the Council 
had just adopted $243,775 in 
funding to expand from rush-
hour only to all-day service 
for the Blue Flash route that 
runs from Burtonsville to Sil-
ver Spring.  Glass emphasized 
that Councilmembers had 
heard residents’ concerns and 
that Mink’s advocacy had al-
ready secured language in the 
PDF to evaluate alternatives 
for the BRT 2.0 through Four 
Corners as MCDOT proceeds 
with completing the BRT 2.0 
design.
	 MCDOT Director Chris 
Conklin  conceded that a 
Managed Lane would result 
in  less delay on the corridor 
for all other types of buses 
and vehicles, but defended 
the current design for a BRT 
2.0 Dedicated Median Lane 
busway as the best option to 
maximize operational effi-
ciency and travel time on U.S. 
29 for Flash buses.  He added 
Metrobus service on the U.S. 

29 corridor has been reduced, 
so a more effective BRT route 
is necessary to attract addi-
tional riders in this transit-
dependent part of the county.
	 After Council staff ex-
plained that the design for a 
Managed Lane would have 
to run the full length of the 
Flash route, Conklin argued 
that developing the Man-
aged Lane technical concept 
would significantly delay the 
project.  He added that the 
“zero” bus lane option, which 
MCDOT has been directed to 
evaluate, would be essentially 
equivalent to a managed lane, 
so he argued that Mink’s 
amendment language was 
unnecessary.
	 Councilmember Jawando 
pressed the point, question-
ing why studying a Managed 
Lane is problematic.  Conklin 
responded that a significant 
amount of engineering work, 
comparable to that required 
for the current 35% BRT 2.0 
design, would delay the proj-
ect.  He also questioned the 
effectiveness of a Managed 
Lane, since scofflaws could 
move into that lane and pre-
venting this would require 
police enforcement.
	 Councilmember Glass 
commented the BRT 2.0 
design will still be open to 
change, if the Council sees 
fit, once MCDOT provides in-
formation on the alternative 
concepts and neighborhood 
impacts as directed by the lan-
guage added to the PDF.
	 Councilmembers Mink 
and Jawando voted for the 
amendment to add Managed 
Lane language, but the other 9 
Councilmembers voted no.
	 In closing, Councilmem-

Median Lane BRT
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(continued from page 4)

REAL ESTATE SUPPORT
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Your neighbor and real estate resource, 
offering full-service support from start to 
finish. With in-depth local knowledge and 
personalized guidance, I help neighbors 
navigate every step. Have questions or 

planning a move? Reach out anytime.

Sarah Dye
703-380-7468 (m)  |  240-497-1700 (o)  |  Sarah.Dye@LongandFoster.com

FAMILY HAIRSTYLING BARBER
Your Full Service Salon

Haircuts For You and Your Family

Men • Women • Children
Cuts • Color • Perms • Highlights

Mon-Fri • 10am-3pm
Sat-Sun • 10am-2pm215 University Blvd. West • Near NFC Park

Call 301-593-8059 • Walk-Ins Welcome!

ber Glass noted Council-
members had heard about 
potential traffic impact from 
many residents.  He acknowl-
edged the Four Corners in-
tersection is complex, but 
added that maximizing the 
efficiency of the Flash BRT 

REMEMBER!  FIREWORKS ARE 
ILLEGAL IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
In Maryland, private use and 
possession of  fireworks, including 
sparklers, is illegal and carries a 
$500 fine.

RECUERDE!  LOS FUEGOS 
ARTIFICIALES SON ILEGALES EN EL 
CONDADO DE MONTGOMERY
En Maryland, el uso privado y la 
posesión de fuegos artificiales, 
incluidas las bengalas, es ilegal y 
conlleva una multa de $500.

National Night Out!  Tuesday, 4 August!  Save the Date!

National Night Out 2026 is Tuesday, 4 August!
ALL are Invited to the Free Community Event at

Forest Knolls Pool from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.!

Free Sno-Cones!    Music!    Food Truck!    Raffles!    Swimming!
(You do not need to be a pool member to attend.  Parents and guardians, 

please supervise your children when they are in the pool.)

Visits from fire, police, and community leaders!
«  Forest Knolls Pool, 11105 Foxglove Lane  «

COME JOIN THE FUN AND CELEBRATE NNO WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS!

Median Lane BRT route on U.S. 29 is important 
and further delay would harm 
Burtonsville residents.  Even 
pressing ahead with the pro-
posed BRT 2.0 design, this 
project will be a long time 
coming to fruition.  Final de-
sign is set to begin in FY28 
and construction is projected 
for FY31 to FY33 with opera-
tions beginning in FY34.	 n

Candidates Forum Held in April
	 Our April meeting fea-
tured a candidates forum for 
those running for Maryland 
House of Delegates for (our) 
District 19.  The event was 
held “speed dating” style, 
with candidates moving from 
group to group so all attend-
ees could ask questions.	 n
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FK Pool Food 
Truck Schedule 
for Summer
	 Below is the dinnertime 
food truck schedule for For-
est Knolls Pool this summer.  
They will be onsite from ap-
proximately 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.  Please note that the 
schedule is tentative, depend-
ing on any food truck can-
cellations.  Please check the 
listserv for any updates to the 
schedule and details for pos-
sible pre-orders.
	 The pool is at 11105 Fox-
glove Lane between Hannes 
Street and Loxford Terrace.  
You do not need to be a mem-
ber of the pool to purchase 
from the food trucks, which 
will be in the parking lot.

  n	 Saturday, 6 June:  
	 Pop-Up Poutine
  n	 Friday, 12 June:  
	 Cousins Maine Lobster
	 and Ello Gelato
  n	 Saturday, 13 June:  
	 Street Taco Bowls
  n	 Saturday, 20 June:  
	 Beltway Bistro
  n	 Sunday, 21 June:  
	 Plan B Sausages
  n	 Friday, 26 June:  
	 Pizzeria Coco
  n	 Saturday, 27 June:  
	 Palmetto Bay Cuisine
  n	 Friday, 3 July:  
	 Trippy Tacos
  n	 Friday, 10 July:  
	 Trippy Tacos
  n	 Saturday, 11 July:  
	 Silver & Sons BBQ
  n	 Friday, 17 July:  
	 Pizzeria CoCo
  n	 Saturday, 18 July:  
	 Cousins Maine Lobster
	  and Ello Gelato	 n

By Corinne Stephens
	 WOW!!!  More than 35 
volunteers came out on a 
chilly damp morning in March 
to save the trees and cleanup 
trash along Lockridge Drive.
	 We saved at least 30 trees 
from strangling English ivy 
and porcelainberry and picked 
up at least 10 bags of trash.
	 Special thanks to Robin 
Loube for supplying vol-
unteers with caffeine and 
sugar and Sharon Canavan 
for bringing a pickup truck 
load to the county plant debris 
dump.
	 The best part:  we are 

35+ Help at Spring Creek Cleanup

making a real difference!  
When I compare photos 
from a few years ago (when 
we started tackling the same 
area), and compare to now, 
the vines are dwindling and 
the trees look healthier.  Way 
to go team!
	 [Stephens lives on Thistle 
Drive.  More photos online.]	n

By Jacquie Bokow
	 With this issue, I’ve been 
editor of the News for exactly 
25 years.  My first issue was 
October 2001, the year after 
my husband and I moved in 
after I got pregnant.  We both 
grew up in this neighborhood 
and both graduated from 
Northwood, as did our son, 
now 26.  In fact, we both knew 
the original owners of our 
home.
	 It’s time to downsize, but 
I didn’t want to wait until we 
were moving (or I died!) for the 
baton to be passed.  The Octo-
ber issue will feature a new edi-

So Long, and Thanks...
tor, Rise Goldstein, who will tell 
you about herself then.
	 The News (I’ve been told) 
has made NFCCA a voice to be 
reckoned with in the county.  
That’s due solely to the vast 
number of extraordinary 
people who have contributed 
articles—often complete se-
ries—in their areas of exper-
tise.  We have been incredibly 
blessed that people were will-
ing to share their knowledge, 
and on a deadline!  You can 
see all those articles on the 
nfcca.org website; check it out.
	 It’s been a delight to meet 
so many of you over the years.	n
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The Legendary
Photos from the first “The 
Legendary” neighborhood 
event arrived just as we were 
going to press.  See details 
and more photos online with 
the articles for this issue.
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Subs & Salads Available Daily
Cookies from New York

A Variety of Italian Deli Items and Groceries
Gluten-Free Options

Frozen Homemade Meals
Locally Made Sausage AND Cannolis

Fresh Bread Delivered Daily (except Sunday)
Catering Available!  3-Foot & 6-Foot Subs!

Scan the QR Code 
to access our 

website from your 
mobile phone!

11224 Triangle Lane | Wheaton, Maryland
Phone:  (301) 949-4150

Filipposllc@gmail.com
www.filipposdeli.com

FILIPPO’S
Italian Specialties

All Your Italian Goodies in One Place  |  Serving the Community Since 1955
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(continued on page 10)

Montgomery County History Over 250 Years, Part 2
By Sondra Katz
	 [This is the conclusion of a 
series on Montgomery Coun-
ty’s 250th birthday this year.]

19th Century Items of Interest 
(continued from last issue)
  n	 Emancipation reached 
Maryland in 1864.  By refer-
endum and by a razor-thin 
margin, Marylanders voted 
to end slavery in the state 
after more than 200 years.  
Soldiers voting in the field in 
October 1864 ensured passage 
of the new Maryland State 
Constitution, which outlawed 
slavery effective 1 Novem-
ber.  Seventy-three percent of 
Montgomery County voters 
did not approve.
  n	 In 1860 public schools 
for white children were es-
tablished but funding didn’t 
allow building many schools.  
Public schools for black chil-
dren didn’t get started until 
1872.
  n	 In 1864 Confederate 
troops under General Jubal 
Early skirmished with Union 
troops near Rockville en route 
to an unsuccessful attack on 
Fort Stevens in Washington.  
Union troops were command-

ed by Major General Frank 
Wheaton, who led troops 
stationed at the fort to suc-
cessfully repel Early’s troops.  
Wheaton was named for the 
General in 1869.
  n	 The Gaithersburg Obser-
vatory was built in 1899 was 
one of six global observato-
ries established as part of the 
International Polar Motion 
Service in order to measure 
variations in latitude caused 
by the Earth’s wobble.  The 
Gaithersburg observatory was 
in use until 1989.  One of the 
survey monuments on the 
grounds of the observatory 
is still used to test the Global 
Positioning Systems (GPS).
  n	 Unfortunately, lynch-
ings did occur in Montgom-
ery County.  Two men were 
hanged in 1880 and one man 
in 1896.

20th Century Items of Interest
  n	 The Gibbs v. Broome case 
in 1936 for equal teacher sala-
ries was a landmark case lead-
ing up to Brown v. Board of 
Education (1954).  This case 
for equal salaries for teachers 
of both races was brought by 
William B. Gibbs, Jr., teacher 
and acting principal of Rock-
ville Colored Elementary 
School who was represented 
by Thurgood Marshall and the 
NAACP.  The case was settled 
out of court in Gibbs’s favor, 

but he was fired from his posi-
tion with the schools.
  n	 The Silver Spring Shop-
ping Center opened on 4 No-
vember 1938, which was the 
first suburban center in Mont-
gomery County.  Wheaton 
Plaza, the county’s first mall 
was opened in 1960.

Poolesville School Class, c. 
1909.  Behind the students is 
Loving Charity Hall, where 
classes were held downstairs.

Road crews paving Rockville 
Pike with macadam in the 
late 19th century.

Gaithersburg Latitude Observatory

  n	 In 1948, Montgomery 
County voters approved a 
home rule charter with a 
Council-Manager govern-
ment, the first county in 
Maryland to do so.  The char-
ter significantly increased lo-
cal officials’ decision-making 
powers that heretofore largely 
lay in Annapolis.
  n	 In 1950, the Montgomery 
County Public Library System 
was established.
  n	 In 1950, Montgomery 
County was declared “An 
All-America Community” by 
the National Civic League.  
The Award recognizes com-
munities that leverage civic 
engagement, collaboration, 
inclusiveness, and innovation 
to successfully address local 
issues.
  n	 In 1955, Montgomery 
County was the first in Mary-
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(continued from page 9)

Fifth Annual NFCCA Neighborhood Yard Sale
	 The Fifth Annual NFCCA 
Neighborhood Yard Sale was 
held on Saturday, 16 May 
2026 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  More than 62 houses 
participated.
	 Neighbors sold clothes, 
pocketbooks, shoes, house-
hold items, baby toys, 
antiques, jewelry, books, lug-
gage, games, stuffed animals, 
dolls, plants, art, bikes, baked 
goods, craft items, office 

supplies, furniture, exercise 
equipment, and much more.  
Many people gave away lots 
of free stuff.  Other neighbors 
donated dollars to charities 
from sales of lemonade, pet 
items, and plants.
	 Children and adults 
walked the neighborhood 
sidewalks on the hot, sunny 
day.  They were busy brows-
ing the sales, buying items, 
gathering free stuff, drinking 

cold beverages, snacking on 
popcorn and cookies, chatting 
with old friends and meeting 
new neighbors.
	 Organizers Karen Donnel-
ly and Julie Whitcomb thank 
all who participated and hope 
everyone enjoyed the NFCCA 
neighborhood event and had 
fun.  See you all at the Sixth 
Annual NFCCA Neighborhood 
Yard Sale in 2027!
	 [More photos online.]	 n

land to act on the Supreme 
Court’s order to desegregate 
“with all deliberate speed.”  A 
limited number of elementary 
schools were integrated in the 
fall of 1955, with Black stu-
dents residing downcounty, 
who were still attending sub-
standard wood-frame schools 
built decades earlier, entering 
formerly all-white schools.  
The process, expanding grad-
ually by area and grade level, 
was considered complete by 
1961,when all the all-Black 
schools had been closed.
  n	 Glen Echo Park was boy-
cotted in 1960 for its refusal 
to allow Black patrons, begin-
ning with a sit-in on the car-
ousel by Howard University 

MoCo @ 250 students.  In 1961, the park 
opened to all races.
  n	 On 16 January 1962, 
Montgomery County passed a 
law prohibiting racial and reli-
gious discrimination in places 
of public accommodation.  It 
was the first county in Mary-
land to prohibit discrimina-
tion in public places, and two 
years ahead of the federal 
government’s Civil Rights Act, 
which made such discrimina-
tion illegal nationwide.  An 
attempt to repeal the law in 
1963, led primarily by newly 
elected county councilman 
John Hiser, was unsuccessful.
  n	 In 1964, the Beltway was 
completed and, in 1978, Me-
trorail came to Mont. County.
  n	 In 1997 all of Takoma Park 
incorporated into Montgom-
ery County.

21st Century Items of Interest
  n	 In 2000, Montgomery 
County was declared “An All-
America Community” by the 
National Civic League for a 
second time.
  n	 In 2001, 11 county residents 
were killed on 9/11 and, in 
2002, six county residents were 
killed by sniper attacks.  Me-
morials were erected for both.
  n	 By 2020, MoCo’s’s popu-
lation exceeded one million.  
Census data shows that 1/3 of 
Montgomery County’s resi-
dents were born in another 
country and nearly 40% speak 
another language besides 
English.  As of 2022, four 
of MoCo’s cities made the 
top-ten list of most diverse 
places in the United States:  
Germantown, Gaithersburg, 
Silver Spring, and Rockville.	n
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4 Beds/2 Baths
Second Row (across from beach)

Includes bikes, boogie boards, beach chairs & more

Kid- and Grandparent-Friendly
Go to https://reservations.emeraldislerealty.com/

properties/almost-paradise

Or call 866-586-6980

Almost Paradise!
North Carolina Beach 

House for Rent

In Emerald Isle, NC
Located In Southern Outer Banks

o w n e d   b y   n e i g h b o r h o o d   r e s i d e n t s
For 10% Discount

Use Promo Code ‘MD’

Exquisite Garden Design & Installation
Decks & Patios | Custom Fences | Arbors & Pergolas
Garden Walks & Walls | Water Features & Lighting

Planting & Maintenance

DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPES
INNOVATIVE  |  SUSTAINABLE  |  MAINTAINABLE

Mark Willcher Landscape  
Design & Build 

Building Sustainable Gardens
Since 1980

www.markwillcherco.com
  240-672-3191

    info@markwillcherco.com 

BEST of BETHESDA AWARD WINNER | WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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I’m Deren Blessman.  As Realtors, my wife Jeni and I study
the neighborhood market regularly for our real estate business

and to monitor the values of our own home on Malta Lane.

Our neighborhood is very desirable to many purchasers.
Even with rate fluctuations, many buyers are still hoping to

get into a new home quickly; the spring market is in full swing!

The real estate market is changing daily, so if you have any real estate 
questions or concerns, or need to sell or buy a home in Maryland, D.C., 

or Virginia for your friends and family, The Blessman Team
with Keller Williams has YOU covered with
over 35 years collectively in the business!

Give us a call, text, or email:

Deren (retUSAF) | MD & DC | 240-793-2794 | dblessman@kw.com
Jeni | VA | 571-437-5656 | jblessman@kw.com

See you in the neighborhood!


