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Housing Bills Considered in
Maryland State Legislature

By Sharon Canavan

In January, Maryland
Governor Moore submitted a
three-bill housing package to
the Maryland General Assem-
bly. The bill that presents the
most potential concern, the
Starter and Silver Homes Act
(SB 36/HB 239), is intended
to increase the supply of hous-
ing via “by-right” develop-
ment that allows developers
to proceed straight to permit-
ting to build townhouses in
any single-family zoned areas
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throughout the state of Mary-
land. Townhouses are defined
under the proposed legisla-
tion as a row of three or more
single-family units sharing a
common wall with another
dwelling unit.

By-right development
does not provide any oppor-
tunity for public input. Pres-
ently, proposed townhouse
developments in single-family
zoned areas may be consid-
ered under the Optional
Method of Development,
which provides a review by
the Montgomery County Plan-
ning Board to consider the
application and ensure its ad-
herence to zoning and regula-
tory requirements.

Although this proposed
legislation is intended to
increase the supply of mod-
erately priced housing, there
are no affordability standards,
such as those that presently
apply to housing development
in Montgomery County. Itis
not even clear whether Mont-
gomery County will be able to
enforce its Moderately Priced
Dwelling Units (MPDU) pro-
gram or the county’s require-
ments to provide workforce
units under recently enacted
Housing N.O.W. legislation.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5)

Next Meeting
On Wed., 8 April

The next meeting of the
Northwood-Four Corners
Civic Association will be held
on Wednesday, 8 April 2026,
at 7:30 p.m. The meeting
will be held in person at
Forest Knolls Elementary
School as well as virtu-
ally, but you are urged to
attend, as this will be a
Delegates Forum (p.2).

To find the access codes
for the online meeting, go to
the NFCCA website at www.
nfeca.org; the codes will be
posted before the meeting.

All residents of the North
Four Corners and Forest
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.
Please note that only paid
members of the NFCCA are
eligible to vote. (Annual dues
are $15 per household and
may be paid at the meeting or
online.) [ ]
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE}

Our NFCCA Chili/Curry Cookoff Fundraiser was a suc-
cess despite the sloppy snowy weather, which couldn’t keep
people away from a good cause and a fun afternoon. The kids
loved the balloon artist; many a balloon sword fight broke
out! The NFCCA team of Sarah Dye, Ricky Fitzgerald, and
Ema Perez did a fantastic planning job and the event raised
$638.90. Thanks go out to our participating Cookmasters for
their tasty offerings and to those who brought treats to sell.

NFCCA’s next General Meeting is on Wednesday, 8
April, at 7:30 p.m. at the Forest Knolls Elementary School
and NFCCA is hosting a Forum for the candidates running
for the three seats in the Maryland House of Delegates for
District 19. The format for the Candidate Forum, which we
have successfully used in previous election years, mixes a
formal opportunity for each candidate to make brief remarks
to highlight their principal goals with more informal “speed
dating” sessions gathering in small groups to meet with each
candidate. For these rounds, each candidate will meet for a
limited time with each circle of attendees before moving on
to the next seated group. Please plan to attend in person, al-
though there will be Zoom station for those who need to par-
ticipate virtually.

At the NFCCA meeting, we will also finish collecting NFC-
CA members’ votes on the resolution to change from North-
wood-Four Corners Civic Association to North Four Corners
Civic Association. Voting is limited to NFCCA members.

This potential name change was debated at the October 2025
meeting, but the vote was not finalized pending review of our
bylaws requirements. Pro and Con arguments regarding this
potential change were discussed in a previous newsletter arti-
cle at nfcca.org/news/nn201302i.html. If you cannot attend
this meeting, your member household can submit a vote via

email to president AT nfcca por org by the 8 April deadline.

The long-time [26 years!] editor of NFCCA’s newsletter,
Jacquie Bokow, is downsizing and preparing to move out of
the neighborhood. Fortunately, Rise Goldstein, who is an
experienced writer and editor, has volunteered to take on the
newsletter role, so the North Four Corners News lives on!
Our great thanks and appreciation go out to both Jacquie and
Rise (pronounced “Reesa”).

NFCCA is still one Board member short. The “hole” we
still need to fill is someone with technology skills, who can
maintain and update the nfcca.org website. Everyone is
busy with work and family, but serving on the NFCCA Board
doesn’t have to be a heavy lift. You can choose to concen-
trate on an area or on an issue that is of particular interest.
Please contact me at president AT nfcca DOT org or call me at
240.281.3911 if you have any questions about serving or sug-
gestions for a nominee.

NFCCA has just started the 2025—-2026 dues cycle. So

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

Communicate!

NFCCA Listserv
To join:
nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
[add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
nfcca@groups.io

Facebook: www.facebook.com
/nfccamoco

NFCCA Deals!

Buy Nothing Forest Knolls/North
Four Corners/Woodmoor
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/517319962826076

Compost Crew: 5-gal. @$22, 12-
gal.@$29, compostcrew.com

Seasonal Roots: Sign up @$25,
seasonalroots.com/nfcca

NORTH FOUR
1 CORNERS
NEWS

The North Four Corners
News (formerly Northwood
News) is published by the
Northwood-Four Corners Civic
Association. The NFCCA repre-
sents the 1,600+ households in
the area bounded by Colesville
Road (Rte. 29), University Blvd.
(Rte. 193), Caddington Avenue,
and the Northwest Branch.

Any resident of this area is
eligible to join the NFCCA. An-
nual dues are $15 per household
and may be paid online, at any
Association meeting, or mailed
to the treasurer.

The North Four Corners News
is published five times a year—in
October, December, February,
April, and June. To place an ad
or discuss a story, please contact
the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901

301.593.8566
editor AT nfcca poOT org

Visit Our Website
wwuw.nfcca.org
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

far, 163 households have paid
their dues, as compared to last
year’s total membership of
282 households. Information
on how to pay NFCCA dues is
below. Please support your
civic association!

—Sharon Canavan

NFCCA Dues

Online Payment % Check % Cash

Mail your $15 annual dues,
check payable to “NFCCA,”
to Treasurer Sondra Katz
at 10905 Lombardy Road.
Please don’t mail cash.

No stamps? Hand-deliver
your check or cash to the
mailbox at the Treasurer’s
home. Or, at one of our
meetings or events, give
your dues payment to any
NFCCA Board member. Or
arrange for a Board member
to pick up your payment by
calling North Four Corners
News Editor Jacquie Bokow
(landline 301.593.8566).

Pay online at nfcca.org
or use the QR code below.
Online payments via PayPal
can be made by debit card,
credit card, or a transfer
from a PayPal account.

PAY DUES HERE
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Wazzup?

Here are the upcoming
neighborhood events, so Mark
Your Calendars!

m NFCCA’s next General
Meeting is on Wednesday, 8
April, at 7:30 p.m. at the For-
est Knolls Elementary School.
NFCCA is hosting a Can-
didate Forum for the can-
didates running for the three
seats in the Maryland House
of Delegates for District 19.

m Meet at North Four Cor-
ners Local Park at 10:00 a.m.
for our All-Ages Commu-
nity Bike Ride on Sunday,
26 April. Donuts, coffee, and
fun!

m Sign up to participate in
the 5th Annual NFCCA
Community Yard Sale,
scheduled for Saturday,
16 May 2026, from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. [Rain date
17 May.] The sign-up sheet
will close on Friday, 8 May
2026, at 7:00 p.m. to prepare
the map/list of participat-
ing houses. Sign up here:
https://forms.gle/cP2z8sX-
WuuEEohPLA. For questions,
email Karen at kdonnelly119@
gmail.com or Julie at mar-
Jjulst@comcast.net.

m The Northwood Garden
Club will be hosting its An-
nual Plant Swap on Satur-
day, 30 May, at 309 Dennis
Avenue from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. Bring a transplant
or extra seedlings to swap for
a different plant from your
neighbors’ gardens. If you
don’t have anything to swap,
stop by at the end to pick up
something left over.

For further details on
these events check nfcca.org
or upcoming posts on the
NFCCA listserv. u

NFEFCCA

BOARD

The Board of Directors for
the Northwood-Four Corners
Civic Association serves for
one year and meets every
month except July and Au-
gust. Current officers (until
October 2026) are:

President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
240.281.3911
president AT nfcca DOT org

Vice President
Jessica Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
410.207.5693
veep AT nfcca DOT org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road

301.593.4542
treasurer AT nfcca DOT org

Secretary
Sarah Dye
10911 Lombardy Road
703.380.7468
secretary AT nfcca DOT org

At Large
Brandon Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
717.873.0665
brandon AT nfcca por org

Richard Fitzpatrick
403 Hannes Street

973.598.5943
ricky AT nfcca DOT org

Vacant

Why not you? Get involved
and help your community
by volunteering!

Immediate Past President
Mario “Ema” Perez
10608 Margate Road
703.400.9560
ipp AT nfcca DOT org

SEARCH PAST ARTICLES, GOV~
ERNMENT REPS, AND MORE AT

WWW.NFCCA.ORG
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FILIPPO’S

Italian Specialties

11224 Triangle Lane | Wheaton, Maryland
Phone: (301) 949-4150
Filipposlic@gmail.com
www.filipposdeli.com

Subs & Salads Available Daily

[®]z3 =] Cookies from New York
- A Variety of Italian Deli Items and Groceries
Gluten-Free Options
=& Frozen Homemade Meals
scan the AR Code Locally Made Sausage AND Cannolis
website from your Fresh Bread Delivered Daily (except Sunday)

mobile phone!

Catering Available! 3-Foot & 6-Foot Subs!

All Your Italian Goodies in One Place | Serving the Community Since 1955

K . MODERN KITCHEN

v PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT, CHOOSE ACE
+ FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT

T\i ACE HOME RENOVATION LLC

SERVICES OFFERED:

] Roofing

/) Bathroom and Kitchen Remodeling
] Painting & Drywall

] Flooring

J Additions

301-356-1226
MHIC# 157098
acehomerenol@gmail.com

LICENSED
&INSURED
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Housing Bills

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Also, the proposed legis-
lation—by allowing by-right
development and, therefore,
limiting planning department
review—undermines existing
county-imposed environ-
mental protections, storm-
water mitigation controls, and
evaluation of infrastructure
capacity, such as schools and
utilities.

The legislation strives
to reduce home building
costs by preempting zoning
requirements that mandate
minimum lot size, property
setback requirements, and
lot coverage limitations. The
legislation proposes to pre-
vent counties from requiring
lot sizes of more than 5,000
square feet and from estab-
lishing front setbacks of more
than 10 feet or side setbacks
of more than 5 feet. The pro-
posed setbacks would be sig-
nificantly less than the 25-foot
front and 8-foot side setbacks
that apply in an R-60 zone
(the NFCCA community is
primarily zoned R-60).

Provisions of the legis-
lation would also preempt
localities from establishing
maximum lot coverage rules.
In Montgomery County, the
zoning code generally limits
structures to 35% of the lot,
which is important to preserve
rain-permeable areas and
control stormwater runoff.
Nor could local jurisdictions
set design, architectural, or
aesthetic standards for single-
family construction.

For more details on the
bills see the link to “Mont-
gomery Planning” on the
www.nfcca.org homepage. ®
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Hearing on Funding FLASH BRT 2

On 2 March 2026, the
Transportation and Environ-
ment (T&E) Committee of the
Montgomery County Council
met to discuss 2027—2032
Capital Improvements Pro-
gram (CIP) funding, including
$115 million for further design
and construction of a Dedi-
cated Median Lane for Phase 2
of the Flash Bus Rapid Transit
route (BRT Phase 2) on U.S.
29/Colesville Road. (See ar-
ticle describing how this proj-
ect potentially impacts Four
Corners in the February 2026
issue at https://www.nfcca.
org/news/nn202602f.html.)

On 23 February 2026,
District 5 Councilmember
Kristin Mink sent a letter to
the T&E Committee raising
concerns about funding a two-
lane wide, barrier-separated,
Flash-only Dedicated Median
Lane through Four Corners
and asked for consideration of
three alternatives:

m Run BRT Phase 2 buses
in mixed traffic through Four
Corners;

m Reconsider the Managed
Lane option for a curb-running
bus lane for Flash and other
buses; or

m Construct a one-lane-wide
BRT lane through Four Cor-
ners that reverses during peak
rush hours.

Although not a T&E Com-
mittee member, Councilmem-
ber Mink attended the hearing
to provide more detail regard-
ing her concerns, including the
potential for extreme gridlock
posed by removing two traffic
lanes near the Four Corners
intersection.

Transportation officials,
including Department of

Transportation Director Chris
Conklin, lined up against the
Managed Lane option, argu-
ing that the Dedicated Median
Lane option will better serve
public transportation rid-

ers and would not present

the enforcement challenges
that a Managed Lane might if
scofflaws drive in the bus lane.
Conklin also believes that po-
tential federal funding could
be lost if the Managed Lane
alternative is pursued.

Councilmember Mink
noted that dedicated median
bus lanes are not a feature pro-
posed for the county’s other
BRT routes. Director Conklin
responded that congestion is
worst on U.S. 29 right before
the U.S. 495 exit ramp, so a
two-lane BRT busway would
be the most effective at this
point, and he added that other
BRT route corridors are less
congested with fewer choke-
points.

Conklin noted that adjust-
ments to the proposed design,
such as reducing lane width
to 11 feet, can still be made to
avoid reducing sidewalk width
near the Woodmoor Shopping
Center and to avoid having
to take property at the Burnt
Mills Auto shop and elsewhere.
However, he did not recom-
mend altering the median bus
lane design to address our
communities’ concerns about
access turns at Lorain Avenue.

T&E Committee Chair-
man Evan Glass indicated he
has heard numerous concerns
about the BRT 2.0 proposal
voiced by Four Corners resi-
dents and small businesses.
He also acknowledged that

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
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Neighbors, Flavors, Fun at the Cook-Off Fundraiser

Another successful Chili
and Curry Cook-Off Fundrais-
er is in the books! Despite the
rainy and snowy weather, we
still had a good turnout with
over 300 tickets sold, more
than 80 people attending,
and a net income of $638.90,
thanks to our participating
community members. These
funds can now be used towards
future events, administrative
costs, and for continuing the
print edition of the NFC News.
Thanks to all who came out!

One would never have
guessed how dreary it was
outside with the buzz of activ-
ity inside Forest Knolls School
that afternoon. There were
neighbors meeting each other
for the first time and others
coming together to spend an
afternoon with friends. Bal-
loon Magic was in the house,
and kids took home all sorts
of colorful balloon sculptures,
custom-made to each child’s
liking. Then there was the live
music and accompanying slide
show of pictures taken at NFC-
CA events throughout 2025.

There were 11 fantastic
entries this year from our
community Chili and Curry
Masters who stepped forth to
take the challenge—nine chili
entries and two curry entries.
Participants ranged from solo
chefs to partner teams to par-
ent and child teams and entire
family teams, so the diversity
was certainly there for our
awesome chefs. The skillset
was also broad among our
Chili and Curry Masters, from
people who regularly cook, to
those cooking for fun, to those
just learning the trade.

The truly amazing aspect

6

was how different each of these
dishes tasted, even though
they were either a “chili” or a
“curry.” Take it from our com-
munity Tasters who sampled
all 11 entries! The savory fla-
vors of habafieros, a variety of
spices, meats, beans, tomatoes
of all kinds, and even cinna-
mon came into play with a few
of the tasty creations.

Last year’s overall Chili
and Curry Cook-Off winner,
Antoinette Ramdeth, had the
honor of handing out top priz-
es to this year’s winners. With

none of the 2025 winners re-
turning as Chili/Curry Masters
to defend their titles, the com-
petition was wide open and full
of delicious possibilities. Top
prizes were:

1st Place: Frances Spiegel
and daughter, Elise, for their
“Pork Vindaloo Curry.”

2nd Place: The Chili Owls,
led by Elizabeth Reilly, and
their “Paleo Chili.”

3rd Place: Galia Maranon-
Ramos and her “Just Chili.”

[Read more and see pho-
tos at www.nfcca.org.] |

Flash BRT Phase 2 Funding

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)
the county is facing budgetary
challenges so the Council must
make tough choices between
projects they want and proj-
ects they need. Glass noted
building an effective public
transportation system is neces-
sary, but the goal is to assure a
proper balance between other
county needs, cost contain-
ment, and effectiveness. Fi-
nally, he stated that BRT Phase
2 improvements are critical to
serve the significant low- and
moderate-income ridership in
East County, Howard County
commuters, and future public
transportation demand after
Viva White Oak is developed.
But it is important to note that
Dedicated Median Lanes are
for BRT Flash buses only, and
by increasing traffic backup
would disadvantage all non-
BRT forms of public transit,
such as Metrobus and RideOn.
Councilmember Kate
Stewart stressed that public
transportation improve-

ments are a key element of the
county’s master plan and ex-
pressed strong concern about
enforcement if the Managed
Lane approach is adopted.
Councilmember Marilyn Bal-
combe underscored the neces-
sity to gather more data on
potential alternatives to ana-
lyze before making a funding
decision.

After discussion, Com-
mittee members settled on an
approach that will allow the
Transportation Department
to continue with design of the
Dedicated Median Lane BRT
but gave direction to develop
additional data and analyze
two BRT options at Four Cor-
ners: (1) a single, reversible
dedicated median lane, and
(2) the BRT bus traveling in
mixed traffic. This analysis
would include detailed cost
estimates, including cost per
rider estimates. After re-
ceiving this information, the
Committee will make a final
decision on funding. [ |
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DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPES
INNOVATIVE | SUSTAINABLE | MAINTAINABLE

Exquisite Garden Design & Installation
Decks & Patios | Custom Fences | Arbors & Pergolas
Garden Walks & Walls | Water Features & Lighting

Planting & Maintenance

BEST of BETHESDA AWARD WINNER | WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

Mark Willcher Landscape www.markwillcherco.com

Design & Build 240-672-3191
Building Sustainable Gardens . .
Since 1980 info@markwillcherco.com

SELL YOUR HOME FOR IMMEDIATE CASH!

Avoid all the headaches, repairs, contingencies,
inspections & Appraisals! ACE BUYS HOMES AS-IS!!

@ NO HIDDEN FEES
@/ NO CLOSING COSTS

‘ ) NO COMMISSION

@ FREE MOVING HELP

W=~ SELL YOUR HOME

e “AS IS
GET
Mark Hishmeh CASH FAST

L 301-448-0704 )
D<) AceConstruction127@gmail.com

CALL TODAY

C

SELL SMART. SELL FAST. SELL TO ACE
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ASHINGTONIA KRAJA + SlDHU
2020 DENTAL

Your allies in lifelong oral health

Kraja and Sidhu Dental was founded with a clear mission: to help people build a lasting relationship with their oral
health in a welcoming environment.

We combine advanced technology with compassion to provide families a unique dental experience. We focus on
prevention, personalized treatment plans, and extra attention and dedicated time to help our patients achieve
lifelong oral health and feel empowered in their decisions.

After years in large practices, Drs. Kraja and Sidhu aim to provide a more personal, compassionate care in our
small, private Silver Spring practice.

www.ksdental.com
301.495.9222
info@ksdental.com

12510 Prosperity Drive, Suite 220
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Annual Plant Swap on Saturday, 30 May, on Dennis

The Northwood Garden garden gear, bring them to the must go!

Club will be hosting its An- plant swap! Each plant you The Northwood Garden
nual Plant Swap on Saturday, bring can be traded in and Club meets to share gardening
30 May 2026, at 309 Dennis swapped for a different plant  tips, resources, and informa-
Avenue from 11:00 a.m. to from one of your neighbors’ tion. We welcome begin-
2:00 p.m. gardens. Come on over to ners as well as experienced

If your garden beds are meet and mingle with some gardeners. If you are inter-
getting too crowded because neighborhood gardeners. If ested in joining this group,
annuals have re-seeded, pe- you don’t have anything to send an email to Northwood
rennials have spread, you swap, feel free to stop by at GardenClub+subscribe@nfc-
started too many vegetable the end as there are always ca.groups.io. (You must first
seedlings, or you have extra plants remaining. Everything join the NFCCA listserv.) ®

FAMILY HAIRSTYLING BARBER WHERE LOCAL EXPERTISE MEETS
. EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE .
R SE RN Your Full Service Salon

Haircuts For You and Your Family ~ From neighborhood trends to
/ . hidden gems — and a reputation for
Men « Women < Children thoughtful, responsive service — |
Cuts « Color * Perms * Highlights bring real estate guidance that’s local,
\ honest, and built around your goals.
o 5 £ i - . N
205 Uiversity Bivd, West » Near NFC Park( T0v-ri < 10am-3pm Sanak Dye

Call 301593-8059 « Walkcns Welcome! oA ~un * 10am-2pm

703-380-7468 (m) | 240-497-1700 (o) | Sarah.Dye@LongandFoster.com
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I'm Deren Blessman. As Realtors, my wife Jeni and I study the neighborhood market regularly
for our real estate business and to monitor the values of our own home on Malta Lane.

Spring is trying to happen; crazy March weather we’re having! We're gearing up to walk
the dogs more often so we can see all the beautifully manicured and colorful yards in our
neighborhood.

We are both seeing a lot of market activity, which is normal in the spring, along with more
inventory and steadier prices than in the last few years. Hopefully the rates will go down a
little; however, the projection is not for a lot of change this year.

The real estate market is changing daily, so if you have any questions or concerns in
Maryland, D.C., or Virginia, Jeni & I are here for you, and your friends and family.
Even if you're not ready to sell, let us know if you’d like a free Home Market Analysis
for your home. We also have excellent Realtor associates throughout the country
if you need an excellent agent referral.

The Blessman Team with Keller Williams has YOU covered with over 40 years collectively
in the business. Please give us a call, text, or email for any of your real estate needs:

Deren (retUSAF) | MD & DC | 240-793-2794 | dblessman@kw.com
Jeni | VA | 571-437-5656 | jblessman@kw.com

Much love and peace to you all!

Deren & Jeni

NORTH FOUR CORNERS NEWS m APRIL 2026 9



mailto:dblessman%40kw.com?subject=Saw%20Your%20Ad%20in%20the%20%22North%20Four%20Corners%20News%22

Little Earth, LLC
Montessor: Family Child Care #26183

For children 2.5 to 6

Schedule a tour or visit us online!

www.littleearthfcc.com

10119 Brunett Ave. (916) 475-8157
Silver Spring, MD 20901 info@littleearthfcc.com

Fully licensed by the Maryland State Department of Education Office of Child Care (OCC)
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A Bit of Montgomery County History After 250 Years

By Sondra Katz

Did you know that Mont-
gomery County is only a
few months younger than
the United States? In 1688,
Henry Darnell patented the
first tract of land in this area,
a strip on the east side of Rock
Creek. The region initially be-
came part of Prince George’s
County and later Frederick
County when that county was
created in 1748.

On Saturday, 11 June 1774,
at Hungerford’s Tavern in Wil-
liamsburgh (now Rockville),
the leading men of lower Fred-
erick County met in response
to new taxes imposed by the
British and agreed:

“Resolved, unanimously,
That it is the opinion of this
meeting that most effectual
means for the securing of
American Freedom will be to
break off all Commerce with
Great Britain and the West
Indies until the said act be re-
pealed and the right of taxa-
tion given upon permanent
principles.”

These resolutions, called
the Hungerford Resolves,
were published in the Mary-
land Gazette and brought to
the Maryland Assembly in An-
napolis.

On 31 August 1776, Dr.
Thomas Sprigg Wootton,

a member of the Maryland
Constitutional Convention,
introduced a bill to divide
Frederick County into three
smaller counties: Frederick,
Washington, and Montgom-
ery (south section of Frederick
County). The measure passed
on 6 September 1776, creating
Montgomery County officially
on 1 October 1776.
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The county was named for
General Richard Montgomery,
a Continental Army officer
who died in action in Quebec
in 1775 and never set foot on
the land that would bear his
name. The naming of both
Montgomery and Washington
counties was a deliberate act
of defiance against Great Brit-
ain during the Revolutionary
War; they were the first coun-
ties in the nation established
by elected representatives and
the first in Maryland named
for popular Americans rather
than old-world aristocrats.

The first elections in the
new county were held at Hun-
gerford’s Tavern. On 20 May
1777, Hungerford’s Tavern be-
came the seat of government
for the county and where
court was held until a separate
courthouse was built in 1779.

18th Century Items of Interest

m White’s Ferry began op-
erating in 1786 and operated
until 2020.

m Georgetown was ceded to
Washington, D.C., in 1781.

19th Century Items of Interest

m Rockville was officially
established in 1801 (name
changed from Williamsburgh).

m There were a number of
Black communities estab-
lished before the Civil War:
for example, Sandy Spring
from the late 1700s and Big
Woods in upper Montgomery
County. Sharp Street Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, built
in 1822, was the first Black
church in Montgomery Coun-
ty. In 1800, the black popu-
lation was 44% of the entire
population of the county. The

White’s Ferry on the Potomac
River between Maryland and
Virginia, c. 1970s. Established
in 1786, historic White’s Ferry
is east of Poolesville, Md., and
allowed vehicles to cross to
and from Leesburg, Virginia.

percentage kept going down
until the 1970s when it was
only 6% of the county. The
percentage has gone up since
then and reached 18% in the
2020s.

m In 1814 Brookeville was
where President James Madi-
son took refuge when Wash-
ington, D.C., was burned by
the British Army.

m St. Mary’s Church in
Rockville was built; it’s the
oldest church still in use in
Rockville. However most peo-
ple know it as the place where
F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald
are buried.

m In 1849, Josiah Henson
published his first memoirs of
his time enslaved on the Isaac
Riley plantation near Bethes-
da. Harriet Beecher Stowe
used elements from his life
story as inspiration for events
and characters in her novel,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

m In 1855, the Montgomery
Sentinel newspaper began pub-
lication and lasted until 2019.

[This history of Montgom-
ery Co. will continue in subse-
quent issues and be available
online with more photos.] ™
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Almost Paradise!
North Carolina Beach
House for Rent
In Emerald Isle, NC

Located In Southern Outer Banks =

4 Beds/2 Baths
Second Row (across from beach)
Includes bikes, boogie boards, beach chairs & more
Kid- and Grandparent-Friendly

Go to https://reservations.emeraldislerealty.com/
properties/almost-paradise e

T o |
)
Or call 866-586-6980 .®r G;i;'.®.
o
For 10% Discount % -1
Use Promo Code ‘MD’ @é"ﬂ -
Marc Donnelly
Sigg’?r flr’?m Lessons for A holistic approach, Trained in Music
Nerih 4 < children or <4 focusing on - Together, for
or adults technique, music especially young
Corners theory, and history children

Marc is a knowledgeable piano instructor, organist,
choral director, and singer, with experience in both
university and private settings.

Contact: marcsdonnelly@gmail.com, 401.529.3312
116 Southwood Ave.
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