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Next Meeting on 
14th of October
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civ-
ic Association will be held on 
Wednesday, 14 October 2020, 
at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting will 
be held virtually.
 You must register to re-
ceive the access codes.  Go 
to https://forms.gle/WVw1 
MEfymjGvmErw6; once you 
complete the form, the Zoom 
meeting details will populate.
	 New	Board	officers	will	
be elected (see page 4); David 
Naimon, Secretary for the 
Mont. Co. Board of Elections 
will be our guest speaker.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household.) 
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North Four Corners Halloween 
Fun in the Time of Coronavirus
Vayan a la página web 
www.nfcca.org para ver 
este articulo en Español.
 As we seek joy and nor-
malcy in these challenging 
times, a neighborhood work 
group developed a plan to give 
the kids (and young-at-heart) 
in our community a fun and 
socially distant Halloween 
experience.  Signs advertising 
participation are available for 
download to print at www.
nfcca.org.

Front Yard Trick-or-Treating
 Join in the fun for contact-
less trick-or-treating from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.!  In 
addition to following Mont-
gomery County guidance on 
masking and social distance 
(www.montgomerycoun-
tymd.gov/COVID19), we en-
courage taking the following 
actions on Halloween night, 
Saturday, October 31:
    Be Present.  Grab your 
lawn chairs (and masks) and 
come outside for front-yard 
trick-or-treating.  Turn on 
exterior lights to show your 
participation; door-knocking 
is discouraged.
    Be Socially Distant.  
Consider ways to safely 
share treats without contact.  
Spread candy out on a table, 
or if you’d normally give out 
a handful, prepare individual 
bags of treats in a box so kids 
can safely grab one and go.  
Draw chalk lines marking six 
feet.  Be creative and safe!
    Be Festive.  Get into the 
holiday spirit with music, cos-
tumes, or decorations.  Dress 
up your face mask, and have 
fun!
 In the event of severe 
weather, the rain date for this 

https://forms.gle/WVw1MEfymjGvmErw6
https://forms.gle/WVw1MEfymjGvmErw6
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 Each year, the NFCCA elects a Board of Directors, in-
cluding a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and At-Large Members.  During our 14 October 2020 
NFCCA Annual Membership Meeting, neighbors will elect 
a new Board (or re-elect its current Members).  I have 
decided not to seek re-election as President, though I will 
serve as the Immediate Past President on the Board.
 For the past four years, I have been actively involved 
on the NFCCA Board.  Starting as an At-Large Member in 
2016, I was elected President of the Board last October.  
What a year to serve as NFCCA President!  The majority of 
my term has been during the COVID-19 pandemic crisis.  
I am incredibly impressed with how our Board and our 
neighborhood has responded to the crisis, including creat-
ing the NFCCA Community Cares Network, which helps 
connect neighbors in need with those who can help.  As the 
pandemic continues, NFCCA residents have shown what it 
means to be a strong community by standing strong with 
each other regardless of what this year has brought.
 I encourage anyone who is interested in being active in 
the neighborhood to consider serving on the NFCCA Board.  
As a completely volunteer-run Board, we depend on each 
other to achieve common goals for the neighbors.  Since I 
joined the Board in 2016, we have accomplished a number 
of key goals including:
    Holding the Montgomery County Department of Trans-
portation accountable to repaving our streets;
    Creating the Snow Angels program (volunteer program 
for snow removal);
    Organizing a candidate forum for the 2018 state legisla-
tive election;
   	Hosting	a	number	of	elected	officials,	including	our	
District 19 state legislators and our County Councilmember 
Tom Hucker, at neighborhood meetings;
   	Submitting	official	comments	on	the	Thrive	Montgom-
ery initiative to the County Planning Board;
    Creating the NFCCA Community Cares Network; and
    Growing our NFCCA membership.
 I am proud to have been involved in these and other 
neighborhood initiatives as a Board Member, and am look-
ing forward to remaining active on the Board.
	 On	a	final	note,	October	begins	our	annual	member-
ship drive. If you are an active member of the NFCCA, now 
is the time to renew your dues.  If you are a new resident, 
please consider joining the Association as a dues-paying 
member.  For just $10 per household, our member dues 
help ensure the NFCCA can create new neighborhood pro-
grams, host our website, distribute our newsletter, and liai-
son	effectively	with	the	County	on	important	issues.

—Samantha Jones

 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published	five	times	a	year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor at nfcca dot org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:  nfcca-subscribe@
 yahoogroups.com
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@yahoogroups.com

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark 
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July	and	August.		Current	officers	
(until October 2020) are:

President
Sam Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
301.395.2722
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Robin Loube
10601 Cavalier Drive
301.681.4987
robin at nfcca dot org

Julie Whitcomb
1019 Chiswell Lane
301.509.5534
julie at nfcca dot org

Karen Williams
100 Snowy Owl Drive
301.346.7815
karen at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
ipp at nfcca dot org

NFCCA
Board

(continued from page 1)

activity will be Saturday, No-
vember 7th.

Community Halloween Contests
 To get us all in the Hallow-
een spirit, NFCCA is sponsor-
ing two contests for residents 
of the NFCCA area.  Winners 
of both contests will be posted 
to the public NFCCA Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
nfccaMoCo and shared on the 
NFCCA listserv.

Halloween Decorating 
Contest
 For those with seasonal 
decorating skills, email an 
exterior photo of your home, 
being sure to include your ad-
dress to NFCCAHalloween at 
gmail dot com by October 25.  
We encourage everyone to get 
out and see the entries in per-
son if you can!
 Winners will be awarded 
in	five	categories:

    Best Jack-o-Lantern
    Spookiest
    Most creative
    Fall festival
    Kid’s Choice
 If you or your child would 
like to volunteer as a judge, 
please email by October 22nd.

Pet Costume Contest
 For the proud pet par-
ents, get your pet in costume 
and have them smile for the 
camera!  There are two ways 
to enter:  post a photo of your 
pet to the NFCCA Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
nfccaMoCo; or email a photo 
of your pet to NFCCAHallow-
een at gmail dot com by Octo-
ber 29th to be posted for you.
 The three photos with the 
most “reactions” on Facebook 
by Halloween night will be the 
winners.
 We look forward to cel-
ebrating with everyone.  Be 
safe and have fun! 

Halloween Fun in the Neighborhood

https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
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Purple Line Development Suffers Further Delays
By Sam Jones
 Ask any Montgomery 
County resident for their 
thoughts on the Purple Line, 
and their response will most 
likely focus on the delays that 
have plagued the project.  
The concept for the Purple 
Line light rail project began 
in the 1980s as a way for the 
County to utilize the aban-
doned CSX Transportation 
Freight Line running between 
Bethesda and Georgetown.  
Over the past four decades, 
the project has turned from 
a relatively simple concept 
to a current project (and 
headache) for the county, the 
state, and residents alike.
 No one can deny that 
many parts of Montgomery 
County need additional pub-
lic transit.  As the county’s 
population continues to grow, 
county and state leaders must 
address residents’ needs for 
affordable,	accessible	public	
transit.  The Purple Line was 
intended to be a part of the 
solution—a	light	rail	line	that	
runs from Bethesda, across 
Silver Spring and Takoma 
Park, into Prince George’s 
County.  Unfortunately, com-
pounded delays and lengthy 
court battles have stalled the 
project for now and threaten 

its future.
 Back in April 2016, the 
Maryland Board of Public 
Works awarded Purple Line 
Transit Partners, a private 
consortium, a 36-year, $5.6 
billion contract to design, 
build, maintain, and operate 
the line.  The project was in-
tended to be a keystone pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP) 
with the state and both Mont-
gomery and Prince George’s 
Counties contributing to the 
cost.  Almost immediately af-
ter the contract award, court 
battles were waged focusing 
on environmental assess-
ments, lack of access to the 
Capital Crescent Trail, and 
other issues.  The latest legal 
battle	delivered	a	significant	
blow to the project, which 
was slated to be completed by 
late 2022.
 Earlier this month, Bal-
timore City Circuit Court 
Judge	Jeffrey	Geller	ruled	
that Purple Line Transit Part-
ners can break its contract 
with the state.  The company 
claimed that the state refused 
to pay $750 million in costs 
that it says were the results 
of state-caused delays.  It 
seems very likely that Purple 
Line Transit Partners will 
walk away from the project 

completely unless the Mary-
land Transit Administration 
(MTA) can reach a settlement 
agreement.  If that does not 
happen, the state’s options 
are limited; the MTA can 
complete the project itself or 
redo the bid process for the 
PPP.  After the latest court 
decision,	MTA	officials	have	
vowed to complete the proj-
ect come hell or high water.  
However, the only thing that 
is truly certain about the 
Purple Line’s future is that its 
past will repeat itself in the 
form of yet more delays. 

It’s a new (fiscal) year!
Have you paid your dues in the

Northwood-Four Corners Civic Association?
Not sure what NFCCA does for you?  Look under 

“Join” on our website and count the ways!
Use the envelope in this issue or pay online at 

www.nfcca.org (also under “Join”).  You can 
check your membership status there, too!

Board Elections
 A new NFCCA Board will 
be elected at the 14 October 
2020 Annual Membership 
Meeting.  (See page 1 to ac-
cess the virtual session.)  Our 
Board is 100% volunteer-run 
and any resident of North-
wood-Four Corners is eligible 
to run for a Board position.
 If you’re interested in 
knowing what Board member-
ship entails, see our website 
at www.nfcca.org and click 
on “Board,” or contact current 
President Samantha Jones at 
president at nfcca dot org. 

mailto:Blake4AV%40aol.com?subject=
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https://www.zen-renovations.com/
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Honeybee Bumble Bee Carpenter Bee Yellow Jacket (Wasp)
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NURTURING NATURE

(continued on page 7)

The Buzz on Common Bees and Wasps in Your Yard
By Jennifer  McGuire Cox
 When people see what 
they think is a bee, many tense 
up, some scream, and others 
simply run away.  Yet bees are 
generally not aggressive and 
some that we think are bees 
aren’t even bees at all!

Bees vs. Yellow Jackets
 Bees are best known for 
their role in pollinating plants 
and are often busy spring 
through fall searching for 
flowers	to	collect	pollen	and	
nectar to consume themselves 
or to bring back to their nests.  
To help them in this, their 
bodies are very hairy to col-

North America and came here 
by way of European colonists 
and settlers.
 Bumble bees and carpen-
ter bees, while about the same 
length as honeybees, tend to 
be a lot chunkier and darker 
colored, appearing mostly 
black with fuzzy yellow to 
golden patches on their bod-
ies.
 Often mistaken for bees, 
yellow jackets (which are ac-
tually wasps!) have bright yel-
low and black stripes on their 
bodies, are hairless, and have 
a tiny waist between their 
thorax (middle body section) 
and their abdomen (the in-

The Truth about Stingers
 Many think that, because 
bees have stingers, they’re bad 
and something to avoid or get 
rid of.  But did you know that 
many bees don’t even have 
stingers and, at the end of 
the day, they just want to be 
left	alone	to	find	pollen	and	
nectar (and help us pollinate 
our plants!), not bother them-
selves with humans?
 While the worker hon-
eybees in our yards do have 
stingers, they will refrain 
from using them unless they 
feel threatened and left with 
no choice.  This is because, 
if a honeybee stings some-

lect as much pollen as pos-
sible.  They often tend to have 
dull coloring and some even 
have “pollen pants” or pollen 
sacs, structures on their hind 
legs that they use for storing 
pollen.
 Bees can come in various 
colors and sizes, but the most 
common ones that we might 
notice in our yard are honey-
bees, bumble bees, and car-
penter bees.  Honeybees tend 
to be golden yellow to brown 
in color and usually ¾ of an 
inch long.  Though they seem 
ubiquitous in our yards today, 
these bees are actually not 
native, or originally found, in 

sect’s bottom) that bees lack.  
These last two characteristics 
are shared by all wasps and, 
while not all are yellow and 
bright, wasps do tend to be 
brightly colored.  Yellow jack-
ets can, unfortunately, be very 
aggressive, especially in the 
fall when they grow hungry as 
food sources grow scarce.  It 
is they that tend to give bees, 
and people who think they’re 
actually bees, a bad wrap.  
While most wasps are not ag-
gressive, yellow jackets are 
social and have a communal 
nest.  Social wasps tend to be 
more territorial and aggres-
sive.

thing or someone, it cannot 
remove the stinger from the 
victim.  This is due to the 
stinger’s barbed structure, 
which means, when trying to 
separate itself from the victim, 
it often also pulls part of its 
digestive tract, muscles, and 
nerves with it, causing it to 
die.
 In the case of bumble 
bees and carpenter bees, only 
females have stingers and, 
unlike honeybees, can sting 
more than once.  However, 
unless they feel threatened, or 
they feel their nest is at risk, 
they tend to leave humans 
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(continued from page 6)

alone.
 Yellow jackets, in contrast, 
have stingers that they can 
use repeatedly and don’t easi-
ly back down.  When we think 
of aggressive “bees” chas-
ing us and stinging us, we’re 
probably actually thinking of 
yellow jackets!

Carpenter Bees vs. Bumble Bees
	 Upon	first	glance,	the	car-
penter bee and the bumble 
bee look almost indistinguish-
able:  both are chunky bees 
and are mostly black with 
some	yellow.		One	key	differ-
ence however is the abdomen, 
the back or bottom part of 
their body.  Carpenter bees 
have a “shiny hiney,” or a 
hairless abdomen, versus the 
hairy abdomen of the bumble 
bee.
 While they look alike, 
these	two	bees	live	in	differ-
ent places.  Carpenter bees are 
solitary and, as are you might 
already know if you have a 
wooden deck or fence, they 
nest in unpainted, weathered, 
or bare softwoods, burrowing 
tunnels in the wood to lay their 
eggs.  Bumble bees, on the 
other hand, live together in a 
ground nest. Starting with just 
one overwintering queen, the 
nest will build over the course 
of the spring and summer to 
anywhere from 50-400 bees.  
Nests are often found in aban-
doned rodent burrows, near 
or under stones and logs, and 
under leaf and grass clippings.

Yellow Jackets vs. Ground Bees vs. 
Bumble Bee Nests
 Not every hole you see in 
the ground means you have 

yellow jackets.  Actually, most 
holes are not caused by these 
wasps, as not only do bumble 
bees nest in the ground but 
other native ground bee spe-
cies as well.  How do you 
tell	the	difference?		First	off,	
yellow jackets don’t usually 
appear until July, whereas 
bumble bees and other na-
tive bees emerge during the 
spring.  In the case of ground 
bees, while they are solitary 
(they don’t come together to 
build a shared nest), they do 
sometimes aggregate together 
in the same area, which could 
result in dozens of small holes 
in a given area roughly the 
body width of a bee.  These 
bees are pretty harmless, with 
underdeveloped stingers and 
even weaker venom than so-
cial bees such as honeybees.  
They and their holes should 
be left alone.
 The entrance to a yellow 
jacket nest is a lot larger in 
comparison to ground bees, 
about the size of a quarter 

or more and may or may not 
be hidden.  If the nest is in a 
low-traffic	area,	you	can	leave	
it alone until the late fall, 
when a hard frost will kill the 
males and workers and, in 
the winter, safely remove the 
nest from the ground.  If you 
cannot wait, once you have 
found the entrance hole, put 
a clear glass bowl over the 
entrance (dawn and dusk are 
best, as yellow jackets are less 
active then).  Make sure the 
edges are sealed tightly to the 
ground, adding soil or sand 
around the edge if you have 
to.  The yellow jackets will 
become	stuck	and	die	off	after	
several days.
 (To see color photos of 
bees and nests, see the nfcca.
org website.)
 [Jennifer McGuire Cox 
is a naturalist at Brookside 
Nature Center and Maydale 
Conservation Park. She is 
also a certified Maryland 
Master Naturalist; she lives 
on Belton Road.] 

Tips for Discouraging 
Carpenter Bees Naturally
   	Put	out	a	sacrificial	piece	
of wood near where carpen-
ters frequently burrow.
    Paint or seal any exposed 
wood around your home.
    Make a citrus spray 
by boiling citrus fruit in a 
small pot of water for 10-15 
minutes.  Put the liquid in a 
spray bottle and target it at 
the nest site or place where 
the bees are burrowing.
    Make lots of noise, by ei-
ther talking loudly or having 
a speaker where they are ac-
tive.  The vibrations from the 
sound will disorient the bees 
and they may abandon their 

nest.
    Spray essential oils at the 
nest or burrowing site, includ-
ing peppermint and lemon.

Tips for Discouraging 
Yellow Jackets Naturally
    Plant plants that are 
naturally repellant to yellow 
jackets, such as wormwood, 
spearmint, thyme, and lemon 
grass.
    Use essential oils, such 
as peppermint, or a blend of 
lemongrass, geranium, and 
clove essential oils.
    Cut up fresh cucumbers 
into slices and put on an alu-
minum pie dish where you 
know yellow jackets frequent.

Bees vs. Wasps
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(continued on page 9)

Chalk Sidewalk Art Enlivens, Enchants Chiswell Lane
By Julie Whitcomb
 Have you noticed draw-
ings of your favorite animated 

characters on a neighborhood 
sidewalk recently?  Neighbor-
hood resident Jean Hickey 

started drawing the chalk 
sidewalk art as COVID-19 re-
strictions began.  She wanted 
to create something fun for 
children and adults to enjoy 
as they walk outside.  The 
artwork always includes some 
interactive elements like an 
obstacle course and a balance 
beam.		Can	you	find	them?
	 Each	drawing	has	a	differ-
ent theme and has included 
Finding Nemo, Toy Story, 
Star Wars, Ninja Turtles, 
Pokemon, Frozen, and Back 
to School.  It takes Jean about 
an hour to draw her sidewalk 
art and she tries to touch up 
the drawings once a day.  De-
pending on the rain, a theme 
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Northwood-Four Corners Civic Association
FY 2020–2021 Membership Year Dues Payment

($10 per household)

Names (print): ___________________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

Telephone (optional): ______________________________________________

E-Mail (optional): _________________________________________________

Amount:  $10

Form of payment: q   Cash  [Please do not mail but hand deliver to address below.]

 q   Check  [Make check payable to “NFCCA.”  If your name and
                       address are on check, you needn’t include this form.]
Deliver to:
Sondra Katz, NFCCA Treasurer
10905 Lombardy Road, Silver Spring, MD 20901

Not sure if you’re already a member?  See nfcca.org/membercheck.html.

NOTE:  You can pay via credit card/PayPal through the NFCCA website, www.nfcca.org;
	 an	extra	$1	fee	is	charged.		Just	click	on	“Join	Us”	and	fill	in	the	online	form.

#

USE ENVELOPE
PLACED IN

THIS ISSUE!

(continued from page 8)

Sidewalk Art
may be on display for a few 
days or over a week.
 Creating and drawing the 
sidewalk art was “the perfect 
diversion for me when COVID 

hit and still is,” Jean said.  
She loves that neighborhood 
children and adults are writ-
ing requests for their favorite 
characters using the chalk she 

leaves outside for them.
	 You	can	find	the	latest	
sidewalk art by walking to the 
intersection of Caddington 
Avenue and Chiswell Lane.  
When you stop by, take a lap 
through the obstacle course, 
balance on the balance beam, 
and enjoy the art! 

http://www.nfcca.org/membercheck.html
http://www.nfcca.org/join.html
http://www.nfcca.org/join.html
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History Corner(s)

(continued on page 11)

The Republican Meeting at Burnt Mills, 1860 Politics
by Ken Hawkins
 In October 1860, an out-
door political meeting took 
place on the grounds of Burnt 
Mills in Montgomery County, 
Maryland, where the Coles-
ville Turnpike crossed the 
Northwest Branch.  The meet-
ing was called by Montgomery 
Blair, a lawyer and political 
operative	in	the	fledgling	Re-
publican Party, to drum up 
support for the party’s presi-
dential candidate, Abraham 
Lincoln.
 Blair and his father, Fran-
cis Preston Blair, founder of 
Silver Spring, had recently 
helped nominate Lincoln at 
the party’s national conven-
tion in Chicago in May 1860.1  
Both Blairs were strong 
Unionists and opposed se-
cession.  Their criticism of 
slavery, however, had more to 
do with keeping it out of the 
western territories so white 
men could acquire public 
lands and opportunity than 
support for Black civil and 
political rights.  In fact, the 
Blairs argued in favor of the 
removal of free Blacks and, ul-
timately, slaves from the U.S. 
to colonies in Central America 
and Africa (which Blair car-
ried into the White House and 
Lincoln supported a few years 
later).2

 The meeting at Burnt 
Mills is the earliest reference 
yet found to it being used for 
a non-commercial use.  At-
tending were Republican 
politicians from Washington 
City, including at least one 
member of the House of Rep-

resentatives, along with local 
residents who, as white males, 
had exclusive rights to the 
ballot box.  George N. Beale, 
who with his mother and sib-
lings owned much of the Four 
Corners north of the Bladens-
burg Road, acted as secretary 
to the meeting.  Watching the 
proceedings quietly was Fran-
cis	Preston	Blair,	a	fixture	
of Washington presidential 
politics since the Jackson ad-
ministration (who at this time 
owned slaves at Silver Spring). 
The speakers emphasized the 
so-called “free soil” doctrine 
of the early Republican Party, 
that would leave decisions 
about allowing slavery in new 
territories up to local voters, a 
position held in common with 
their northern Democratic op-
ponents.
 As a border state, Mary-
land had plenty of voters that 

supported slavery and who 
suspected the Republicans of 
being abolitionists.  Despite 
the	best	efforts	of	Blair	and	
others to highlight the party’s 
racism to win those votes, 
Lincoln	finished	last	in	the	
1860 presidential election in 
Maryland.  Strong support 
for the Union changed that in 
1864, but it was the last time 
Maryland voted for a Republi-
can for the next forty years.

Original Evening Star Story
 The Republican Meeting 
at the Burnt Mills, in Mont-
gomery County, Md., about 
ten miles north of Washing-
ton, D.C., came off agreeably 
to public notice, last Saturday 
evening [Oct. 13, 1860].  Mr. 
Frederick Iddins, on whose 
land it was held,3 was, on mo-
tion of Montgomery Blair, 
Esq., called to the chair, and 
George N. Beale appointed 
secretary.
 Mr. Iddins opened the 
meeting by stating his object, 
and excused himself from 
making a speech, he be-
ing unaccustomed to public 
speaking.  He then intro-
duced Hon. Judge Kilgore, 
representative from Indiana, 
who proceeded to state the 
principles and purposes of 
the republican party, who, he 
said, had been much misrep-
resented in that section.4  In 
the course of his remarks, he 
stated that the republicans 
desired to deprive no man of 
his rights in the Territories—
that he could carry his slaves 
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Montgomery Blair, about a 
year after he led the Repub-
lican meeting at Burnt Mills.  
At the time of this photo, Blair 
served in President Lincoln’s 
cabinet as Postmaster.
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(continued from page 10)

there, subject to the “munici-
pal regulations” therein.
 Montgomery Blair, Esq., 
followed, and after compli-
menting Judge Kilgore, who 
had left him little to say in 
explanation of republican 
principles, he reviewed the 
course of the democratic 
party; referred to the declina-
tion of Major Breckinridge to 
answer Mr. Lamb’s Norfolk 
questions5 and while admit-
ting Mr. B. to be a Union 
man, declared him to be 
afraid of the loss of the seces-
sion vote of the South if he 
avowed his true sentiments.  
Mr. Blair highly compli-
mented Major Breckinridge 
as a high-minded, chivalrous 
gentleman, and he was proud 
to claim him as a personal 
friend and kinsman.  Mr. B. 
denounced the Bell and Ever-
ett and Douglas men as “milk 
and water” politicians, and 
advised all who wouldn’t vote 
for Lincoln to vote for Breck-
inridge.6  Every man should 
decide for slavery extension 
or against it.  Both speakers 
contrasted the favorable con-
dition of the North with that 
of the South, and claimed the 
advantage to the North on 
account of the prevalence of 
free-soil doctrines.
 The meeting was claimed 
by Mr. Blair as the first open-
air campaign and public 
meeting ever held in the State 
of Maryland; hoped there 
was a good time coming 
when they would carry the 
State, and claimed that the 
republicans would carry Bal-
timore for Lincoln, and at the 
end of four years would carry 

the State.7

 Both speakers thanked the 
audience for their respectful 
attention.
 The meeting was closed 
by the address of Mr. Jos. 
Fletcher, of the vicinity, who 
made some appropriate re-
marks in behalf of the repub-
lican cause.
 Mr. Iddins adjourned 
the meeting, and announced 
another meeting to be held at 
Sandy Spring next Saturday 
[Oct. 20, 1860].
 Not the slightest interrup-
tion to the meeting occurred, 
and about thirty republicans 
were present, the rest being 
made up of Bell, Douglas, and 
Breckinridge men.  Washing-
ton city was represented in 
the persons of Messrs. Farn-
harm, Darling, Kellogg, Jas. 
Bowen, Moore, and Dodge, of 
Minnesota.  Francis P. Blair, 
Esq., of Silver Spring, Mont-
gomery County, was present, 
but a silent spectator.

Footnotes
1 Evening Star (Washington), Oct. 
15, 1860, p 4; the story was picked up 
by other papers, including San Fran-
cisco’s Daily Alta California, Nov. 
2, 1860, p 1, to which it had been 
relayed by the Pony Express.
2 For the political background on the 
Blairs and early Republicans, see 
Grace N. Taylor, “The Blair Family in 
the Civil War,” Register of Kentucky 
State Historical Society (1940-41), 
280-94, 47-57, 138-56.
3 Frederick Iddins had acquired the 
mill property just two years earlier 
from Isaac R. Means.  Montgomery 
County, Md., deeds, JGH 7 f 157, 
Nov. 19, 1858, $3500.00 for 58 acres 
in Goodwill, Hard Struggle, and 
Friendship Enlarged, on both sides 
of the Northwest Branch adjacent to 
the lands of James L. Bond, Wesley 
Beans, and H.C. McCeney.
4 David Kilgore, served as a Repub-
lican House member from Indiana 
in the 35th and 36th Congresses 

(1857-61).
5 Blair refers to the question put 
recently to candidates John C. Breck-
inridge and Stephen Douglas at Nor-
folk, Virginia, whether secession was 
a right implicit to states under the 
Constitution.  Evening Star, Nov. 5, 
1860, p 3.
6 John Bell of Tennessee and Edward 
Everett of Massachusetts, former 
Whigs, were nominated for President 
and Vice-President, respectively, on 
May 9, 1860, by the Constitutional 
Union Convention in Baltimore.  The 
Democratic Party split and wings of 
it nominated both Stephen Douglas 
of Illinois and John Breckinridge of 
Kentucky, while Abraham Lincoln 
secured	the	Republican	Party’s	first	
nomination for President, in May 
1860 at Chicago.
7 Lincoln came in last in Maryland’s 
vote for President in 1860, includ-
ing Baltimore county where he won 
just 35 votes.  In 1864, he carried the 
state—especially	Baltimore—which	
was the last time a Republican for 
president did so until 1896.  The Sun 
(Baltimore), Nov. 8, 1860, p 2; ibid., 
Nov. 10, 1864, p 1.
 [Hawkins holds a Ph.D. 
in history and lives with his 
family on Lorain Ave.] 

1860 Politics

Detail from Martenet’s 1865 
map of Montgomery County, 
showing the Burnt Mills/
Four Corners vicinity (Coles-
ville Road runs north to the 
top of the map) and nearby 
residences of Francis P. Blair 
and Montgomery Blair, along 
Georgia Avenue near Sligo, 
later renamed Silver Spring.
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Maryland Voting:  How, When, Where to Cast Your 
Vote in the 3 November 2020 Presidential Election
By Linda S. Perlman

Register to Vote
 You must be registered to 
vote in the 2020 Presidential 
Election.  The deadline to reg-
ister to vote or to update your 
voter registration information 
(for example, changing your 
name or address or changing 
your	political	party	affilia-
tion), is Tuesday, October 
13, 2020.  You can register 
to	vote,	find	out	if	you	are	
registered to vote, or make 
changes to your voter regis-
tration information online at 
elections.maryland.gov.
 After October 13th, you 
can register to vote or update 
your current voter registra-
tion information in person 
during early voting or on 
Election Day by showing the 
election judge a Maryland 
driver’s license or state iden-
tification	card	with	your	cur-
rent address.  If you do not 
have these documents or they 
do not show your current ad-
dress, then you can register 
by showing the election judge 
a pay statement, bank or 
credit card statement, utility 
bill,	or	other	official	docu-
ment with your name and 
new address.  For more infor-
mation, go online or call the 
Montgomery County Board of 
Elections at 240.777.8550.
 There are two ways to 
vote in the 2020 Presi-
dential Election—by mail 
or in person (either early 
or on Election Day).
 FYI, “absentee ballots” 
and “mail-in ballots” are the 
same.  You do not need a 

reason to vote absentee or 
by mail.  Because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Maryland 
election	officials	are	encour-
aging people to vote by mail.

Vote By Mail
 Every registered voter 
should have received an ap-
plication for a mail-in ballot 
through the United States 
mail, but ballots will not be 
automatically mailed to vot-
ers for the 2020 Presidential 
Election.  If you did not re-
ceive a mail-in ballot applica-
tion, or you do not want to 
wait for the mailed applica-
tion, then you can request a 
mail-in ballot online at elec-
tions.maryland.gov, click 
on “request a mail-in ballot 
for November 3rd,” and fol-
low the instructions to print 
out a ballot application.  The 
completed ballot applica-
tion is then mailed to the 
Montgomery County Board 
of Elections, PO Box 10159, 
Rockville, MD 20849-0159.
	 Election	officials	recom-
mend that voters mail their 
request to receive the ballot, 
rather than by the Internet, 
because it is a more com-
plicated process once the 
completed ballot is returned 
to the Montgomery County 
Board of Elections.
 After you receive and 
complete the actual mail-in 
ballot, you have several op-
tions to return the completed 
ballot.  You can:
  1. Return the completed 
ballot by mail (postage is in-
cluded on the envelope).  The 
mail-in ballot must be post-

marked by Election Day (3 
November 2020).
  2.  Deposit the mail-in ballot 
in a Board of Elections secure 
drop box.  Drop boxes will be 
located at Early Voting Cen-
ters, Election Day Voting Cen-
ters, and other locations (see 
page 13).  Drop boxes will be 
open until 8:00 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day (3 November 2020).

Vote In Person
 If you choose to vote in 
person, then you can vote at 
any of 11 Early Voting Cen-
ters that will be open from 26 
October to 2 November from 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The 
Early Voting Centers clos-
est to the NFCCA area are 
located at the Wheaton Li-
brary/Community Recreation 
Center and the Silver Spring 
Civic Building.  (Drop boxes 
to return completed ballots 
also will be available at Early 
Voting Centers.)
 Voters also can vote in 
person on Election Day, 3 No-
vember 2020, from 7:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m., at any Election 
Day Voting Center in Mont-
gomery County.  Election 
Day Voting Centers will be 
located at every public high 
school—including	Northwood	
and	Blair—and	at	each	of	the	
Early Voting Centers.  Voting 
will not take place by precinct 
and Forest Knolls Elementary 
School will not be open for 
voting in the 2020 Presiden-
tial Election.
 COVID-19 restrictions 
will be enforced.  If you plan 
to vote in person, you must 
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Early Voting Locations
Monday, 26 October, through Monday, 2 November, 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
    Bohrer Park Activity Center, 506 South Frederick Avenue, Gaithersburg 20877
    Damascus Community Recreation Center, 25520 Oak Drive, Damascus 20872
   	Executive	Office	Building,	101	Monroe	Street,	Rockville	20850
    Germantown Community Recreation Center, 18905 Kingsview Road, Germantown 20874
    Jane E. Lawton Community Recreation Center, 4301 Willow Lane, Chevy Chase 20815
    Marilyn J. Praisner Community Rec Center, 14906 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville 20866
    Mid-County Community Rec Center, 2004 Queensguard Road, Silver Spring 20906
    Potomac Community Recreation Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac 20854
    Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department, 17921 Brooke Road, Sandy Spring 20860
    Silver Spring Civic Building, 1 Veterans Plaza, Silver Spring 20910
    Wheaton Library/Community Rec Center, 11701 Georgia Avenue, Wheaton 20902

Election Day Voting Centers
Tuesday, 3 November, 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Please note that our neighborhood’s usual polling place, Forest Knolls Elementary School, 
will not be open for voting.  You may choose any of the locations listed above or below.
All of the above, plus:
    Albert Einstein High School, 11135 Newport Mill Rd., Kensington 20895
    Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School (Cafeteria), 4301 East-West Hwy., Bethesda 20814
    Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School (Gym), 4301 East-West Hwy., Bethesda 20814
    Clarksburg High School, 22500 Wims Rd., Clarksburg 20871
    Col. Zadok Magruder High School, 5939 Muncaster Mill Rd., Rockville 20855
    Damascus High School, 25921 Ridge Rd., Damascus 20872
    Gaithersburg High School, 101 Education Blvd., Gaithersburg 20877
    James Hubert Blake High School, 300 Norwood Rd., Silver Spring 20905
    John F. Kennedy High School, 1901 Randolph Rd., Silver Spring 20902
    Montgomery Blair High School, 51 University Blvd East, Silver Spring 20901
    Montgomery Co. Conference Center at Marriott Bethesda North,  5967 Executive Blvd.
 North Bethesda 20852
    Nancy H. Dacek N. Potomac Community Rec Center, 13850 Travilah Rd., Rockville 20850
    Northwest High School, 13501 Richter Farm Rd., Germantown 20874
    Northwood High School, 919 University Blvd., West Silver Spring 20901
    Paint Branch High School, 14121 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville 20866
    Poolesville High School, 17501 West Willard Rd., Poolesville 20837
    Quince Orchard High School, 15800 Quince Orchard Rd., Gaithersburg 20878
    Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard Montgomery Dr., Rockville 20852
    Rockville High School, 2100 Baltimore Rd., Rockville 20851
    Seneca Valley High School, 19401 Crystal Rock Dr., Germantown 20874
    Sherwood High School, 300 Olney-Sandy Spring Rd., Sandy Spring 20860
    Springbrook High School, 201 Valley Brook Dr., Silver Spring 20904
    Thomas S. Wootton High School, 2100 Wootton Pkwy., Rockville 20850
    Walt Whitman High School, 7100 Whittier Blvd., Bethesda 20817
    Walter Johnson High School, 6400 Rock Spring Dr., Bethesda 20814
    Watkins Mill High School, 10301 Apple Ridge Rd., Gaithersburg 20879
    Wheaton High School, 12401 Dalewood Dr., Silver Spring 20906
    White Oak Community Recreation Center, 1700 April Lane, Silver Spring 20904
    Winston Churchill High School, 11300 Gainsborough Rd., Potomac 20854

ALL of these locations will have drop boxes for your completed (and signed!) ballots.  There 
will also be one at Margaret Schweinhaut Senior Center on Forest Glen Road by Oct. 24.
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Transit Changes Along US 29/Colesville Corridor
By Sharon Canavan
 The start date for the 
FLASH bus rapid transit on 
US 29/Colesville Road is 
currently	being	finalized	for	
later in Fall 2020, according 
to	an	official	with	the	Mont-
gomery County Department 
of Transportation (MCDOT).  
US 29 FLASH will operate be-
tween Burtonsville and Silver 
Spring, with closest stops at 
Burnt Mills and Four Corners.
 In addition, MCDOT is 
putting	the	finishing	touches	
on its US 29 Mobility and 
Reliability Study (US 29 
Study), which is expected to 
be	finalized	in	October.		The	
US	29	Study	identifies	future	
potential Phase 2 changes to 
further streamline commut-
ing time along the corridor 
between Tech Road and the 
Silver Spring Transit Center.  
MCDOT	staff	presented	the	
study	findings,	alternative	op-
tions, and recommendations 
at a Zoom Open House on 
July 22nd.  A recording of this 
public meeting, along with 
the slide presentation and the 
full study, can be found under 
the project documents tab at 
https://www.montgomery-
countymd.gov/dot-dte/proj-
ects/US29Study/index.html.
 One of the options studied 
was adding a full-time, dedi-
cated median bus lane from 
Tech Road to Sligo Creek 
Parkway, which would have 
significantly	impacted	traffic	
flow	in	the	Four	Corners	area.		
This alternative would have 
affected	our	neighborhood	by	
prohibiting left turns onto or 
from Lorain Avenue, restrict-
ing access to/from US 29 to a 
single point:  the Southwood 

Avenue	traffic	light.		To	ac-
commodate the median bus-
way, lanes on US 29 would 
also have needed to be nar-
rowed to as little as 10 feet 
from Stewart Lane in White 
Oak to Timberwood Avenue 
in Four Corners.
 Instead, the US 29 Study 
recommended adoption of 
the Managed Lane approach.  
During the peak rush hours, 
this option calls for restrict-
ing the northbound and 
southbound left lanes on 
US 29 to FLASH buses and 
high-occupancy vehicles from 
Route 650/New Hampshire 
Avenue to Southwood Av-
enue.  FLASH buses would 
operate	in	mixed	traffic	
through the Four Corners 
area and stop at the near-
finished	stations	located	by	
the 4 Corners Pub and Mont-
gomery Blair.  If the Managed 
Lane recommendation is 
ultimately adopted, MCDOT 
is considering whether to 
relocate the FLASH stations 
at Burnt Mills and Four Cor-
ners into the median, allow-
ing the FLASH buses to pull 
out of the managed HOV 
lane to pick up passengers 
and eliminating the need to 
change lanes to move to the 
curbside stations.  For the 

final	stretch	from	Dale	Drive	
to Spring Street, there would 
be a single, rush hour revers-
ible HOV/bus lane.  With this 
option, there are no proposed 
new	traffic	signals	or	turn	
restrictions and there are no 
lane width changes.  Ride 
On and Metro buses would 
continue to run in the right 
lane, because they stop more 
frequently.
 In recommending the 
Managed Lane option over 
the Median Bus Lane con-
cept, the US 29 Study consid-
ered a number of factors.  Not 
only does the HOV Managed 
Lane alternative move cars 
faster up and down US 29 ac-
cording to the analysis but, at 
$40-50 million, the cost esti-
mate for developing the man-
aged lanes is less than half 
of the estimated $100-110 
million to construct a median 
busway.  From Burtonsville 
to Silver Spring, morning 
commute times would be a 
projected 10 minutes faster 
for cars, but only slightly fast-
er for the FLASH buses.  The 
more	significant	time	savings	
are projected for the evening 
rush; the northbound HOV 
lanes would save drivers 22 
minutes and FLASH buses 8 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/US29Study/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/US29Study/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/US29Study/index.html
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minutes.  Finally, the Man-
aged Lane approach does not 
significantly	change	current	
traffic	flow	patterns	in	and	
around Four Corners.
 The US 29 Study also 
recommends	two	other	traffic	
lane	reconfigurations	in	the	
Four Corners area:  (1) add-
ing a second lane to the west-
bound exit onto the Capital 
Beltway/I-495, and (2) en-
larging lanes on Sligo Creek 
Parkway near the US 29 
intersection.  North of Four 
Corners, the US 29 Study 
makes a number of recom-
mendations for intersection 
improvements at select con-
gested interchanges to facili-
tate	traffic	along	the	corridor,	
which can be viewed by going 
to the full study at the county 
webpage cited above.

Next Steps
	 MCDOT	staff	will	pres-
ent the US 29 Study results 
and recommendations to the 
Montgomery County Planning 
Board (tentatively in mid-Oc-
tober) and the County Council 

Transit Update

(continued from page 12)

wear a mask.  Voters must 
always remain six feet apart.  
There will be a limit on the 
number of people who can 
access a polling place at one 
time.
 Join your neighbors 
at NFCCA’s October 14th 
Zoom Meeting for more in-
formation on voting.  David 
Naimon with the Montgom-
ery County Board of Elections 
will be the featured speaker 
at NFCCA’s 14 October 2020, 
7:30 p.m., meeting to be held 
via Zoom to answer your 
questions about voting in the 
2020 Presidential Election. 

Voting Details

My humans joined
the civic association.

What about
yours?

Not yet!  It’s 
only 10 bucks.  

Hey!  Shouldn’t 
we be wearing 

masks?

How to Pay Dues
There are three ways to pay your $10 dues to join the NFCCA:

þ  Check          þ  Cash          þ  Online Payment
Mail your check, payable to “NFCCA,” to Treasurer Sondra Katz at 10905 

Lombardy Road (use attached envelope and page 9 form).  Don’t mail cash.
No stamps?  You can hand-deliver your check or cash to the Treasurer

at her home in her mailbox.  Or give the dues payment to any NFCCA Board 
member (see page 3 for addresses).  You can also arrange for a Board

member to pick up your payment by contacting Northwood News
Editor Jacquie Bokow (editor@nfcca.org, 301.593.8566).

Online payments via PayPal ($11 due to PayPal fees) can be made
by debit card, credit card, or a transfer from a PayPal account.

(not yet on the agenda) in 
order to gather additional 
feedback.  The County Coun-
cil will select its preferred 
alternative(s) from the rec-
ommendations in the US 29 
Study. 
 It is important to under-
score that presently the Coun-
ty budget does not include any 
funding for planning, design, 
or construction of any part 
of the Phase 2 recommenda-
tions.  Even if funding is se-
cured, these potential changes 
are years away.  Typically, 
once funding is approved, 
preliminary advanced design 
for the selected alternatives 
would take two to three years 
to complete, according to MC-
DOT	staff.	 
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barbara@ciment.com
 www.ciment.com

C IMENT
Your Home Team

 Call Today for My Free Market Analysis: 301-346-9126
Northwood Neighborhood Real-Time Report:  No Log-In Required:    www.ciment.com/northwood

(O) 301-424-0900

Dear Neighbors and Friends,
I hope you and loved ones are safe and healthy. 
The Covid-19 pandemic is strongly influencing 
real estate decisions. People are coming at My 
Team from all directions looking to buy and sell 
at a time when the real estate market usually 
slows down for end of summer and start of work 
routines. Not this year!
Is Your Home Still Your Dream Home?
More individuals and families who have been 
working, studying or just living more at home 
over the past several months have discovered 
they have new home requirements and now 
they are out looking to buy a new home. They 
may want extra space for family members to 
work or study at home, play in and around the 
neighborhood and room for new additions 
to the family, pets included.  Buyers are more 
decisive and are focused on their new-found 
requirements and they want solutions. The most 
significant problems for buyers is that there is a 
lack of listings, especially in the price range of 
Northwood/Forest Knolls homes.

A Great Time for Buying or Selling 
Interest rates remain at historic lows encouraging 
first-time home buyers to leave the rental market. 
If you are thinking of selling and moving, we  
have the experience and contacts to solve all 
your problems. Actually, there is a tremendous 
shortage of listings across Montgomery County. 
Especially, our Northwood/Forest Knolls homes 
are highly desirable right now.

If You Need Help Selling Your Home 
or, Buying Your Next Home,

We Excel at Making
Both Sides Happen Smoothly

My Team’s Covid-19 Production Since 1/1/20
• 32 Closed and Pending Sales of Our Listings
• 23 Closed and Pending Sales Representing Buyers
• 5 Buy/Sell Transactions

Call Today for My Free Seller or
Buyer Market Analysis

Barbara Ciment 301-346-9126

The Barbara Ciment Team
of Long and Foster Real Estate

$500 Million in Career Sales
Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters

Over 1,000 Closed Sales Transactions

301-346-9126

Sales in Northwood/Forest Knolls: Since May 1, 2020

ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY

CLOSE
DATE STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

314 Dennis Ave $649,000 6/25/2020 Cape Cod 3 3/1 5 9,055 Northwood Park
101 Snowy Owl Dr $645,000 6/17/2020 Colonial 4 3/1 5 9,339 Northwood Park View
301 Pinewood Ave $588,000 $25,000 5/29/2020 Cape Cod 5 2 6 7,435 Northwood Park
101 Southwood Ave $543,500 8/14/2020 Colonial 3 2 5 12,586 Northwood Park

10831 Margate Rd $540,000 8/24/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 2/1 7 7,117 Northwood Park View
303 Belton Rd $515,000 7/2/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 3 5 6,486 Northwood Park

10703 Lockridge Dr $499,900 5/5/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 2 0 6,099 Northwood Park View
912 Caddington Ave $486,766 7/31/2020 Contemporary 3 2 7 6,266 Forest Knolls

10712 Cavalier Dr $484,900 9/11/2020 Bi-level 3 2/1 7 10,786 Northwood Park
214 Thistle Ct $479,900 $2,450 7/27/2020 Split Level 3 2 3 8,099 Northwood Park View

1135 Loxford Ter $467,026 8/20/2020 Split Foyer 4 1/2 7 11,192 Forest Knolls
816 Malta Ln $455,000 8/12/2020 Split Level 4 2/1 2 8,884 Forest Knolls

10912 Hannes Ct $432,000 5/22/2020 Split Foyer 3 2 6 6,090 Forest Knolls
407 Eisner St $419,000 $4,000 8/14/2020 Ranch/Rambler 3 2/1 3 6,127 Northwood Park

Not all referenced properties are from my agent team or my broker. RETS data provided by BrightMLS is subject to change.

R5
R5

https://www.ciment.com/

