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INSIDE

Next Meeting on 
11th December
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 11 December 
2019, at 7:30 p.m. at Forest 
Knolls Elementary School.  
The school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).
 Our District 19 Delegates 
and Matthew Losak, Chair of 
the county’s Silver Spring Citi-
zens Advisory Board and head 
of the Renters Alliance, have 
been invited to speak.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting.) 
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Radon, a Cancer-Causing Radio-
active Gas, May Be in Your Home
By Linda S. Perlman
 Radon is a colorless, 
odorless, invisible, cancer-
causing gas produced by the 
natural (radioactive) decay 
of uranium in soil, rocks, and 
water.  Radon occurs natu-
rally in nearly all types of soil 
and radon can get in the air 
you breathe.  Radon typically 
moves up through the ground 
to the air above and then en-
ters homes and other build-
ings through cracks and other 

holes in the foundation.
 There is no safe level of 
radon and radon is found in 
all types of homes and build-
ings.  Radon gas is heavier 
than air, so the lower areas of 
homes and buildings are more 
affected.  Basements, rooms 
over concrete slabs, and areas 
over crawl spaces are the most 
likely areas of the house to 
have high radon levels.  Ra-
don generally is not a health 
risk outdoors because it is di-
luted in open air.
 The adverse health effects 
of long-term radon exposure 
are well documented:  breath-
ing air that contains radon 
can cause lung cancer.  Ac-
cording to the United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), radon is esti-
mated to cause approximately 
21,000 lung cancer deaths per 
year.
 Montgomery County has 
high radon levels in its soil 
and is classified as a Zone 1 
(high radon potential) area 
by the EPA.  Designation as 
a Zone 1 area means that the 
predicted average indoor ra-
don level is equal to or greater 
than the recommended safe 
amount of 4 pico-Curies per 
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor at nfcca dot org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message

(continued on page 3)

Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:  nfcca-subscribe@
 yahoogroups.com
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@yahoogroups.com

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark 

 Thank you for electing me to serve as the NFCCA Presi-
dent for the 2019–2020 term!  I’m honored to step into this 
role.  The next meeting of the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held on Wednesday, 11 December 
2019, at 7:30 p.m. at Forest Knolls Elementary School.
 A huge thanks goes to our immediate past President, 
Sharon Canavan, for her two years of service.  I’m happy to 
say that Sharon will remain active on the Board.  At the Oc-
tober 16 meeting, you also elected a slate of Board officers, 
including two brand new officers—Robin Loube and Karen 
Williams—both of whom will serve as At-Large officers.  Our 
other Board officers will return in their roles, including:  Ed 
Levy (Vice President), Sondra Katz (Treasurer), Linda Perl-
man (Secretary), Julie Whitcomb (At Large), and of course 
our fabulous Raffle Lady, Fiona Morrissey.
 I’m thrilled that our Board reflects more geographic di-
versity of our neighborhood, with representatives coming 
from every corner of the NFCCA.  As a Board, we are very 
excited to continue to engage our neighbors and do what 
we can to serve the whole neighborhood.  I recently had a 
conversation with my own neighbor about what it is, exactly, 
that the NFCCA Board does.  Great question!  The answer, 
simply, is “A lot of things!”
 Like other civic associations across the county, the 
NFCCA serves as an intermediary between the neighbor-
hood and our local government, as well as other stakehold-
ers.  Because we live in unincorporated Silver Spring, civic 
associations like ours take on the role of representing our 
neighborhoods’ needs to our local elected officials.  For ex-
ample, over the past year, we’ve hosted our state Delegates 
and Senator, Councilmember Tom Hucker, and other repre-
sentatives from state agencies to discuss pressing issues that 
impact our neighborhood.
 Importantly, the NFCCA Board also helps neighbors 
engage with neighbors.  These days, it’s far too easy to avoid 
“plugging into” our local community.  That’s why the NFCCA 
Board hosts social events, such as National Night Out, and 
our bimonthly neighborhood meetings, which give folks an 
opportunity to come together as a community.
 Moving forward, I’m looking forward to working on a 
number of similar priorities in the coming year, such as:
● Hosting the Principal of Northwood High School for up-
dates on the renovation and other issues;
   Hosting a Board of Education candidate forum (both the 
District 4, which covers the NFCCA, and At-Large seats will 
be elected in 2020);
   Forming a communications committee to continue en-
hancing communication between the Board and the neigh-
borhood; and
   Planning additional social events in the neighborhood.
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July and August.  Current officers 
(until October 2020) are:

President
Sam Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
301.395.2722
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Robin Loube
10601 Cavalier Drive
301.681.4987
robin at nfcca dot org

Julie Whitcomb
1019 Chiswell Lane
301.509.5534
julie at nfcca dot org

Karen Williams
100 Snowy Owl Drive
301.346.7815
karen at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
ipp at nfcca dot org

NFCCA
Board

(continued from page 2)

 One of the most impor-
tant priorities the Board has 
this year is increasing our 
NFCCA membership.  Our 
entire neighborhood covers 
approximately 1,485 homes.  
We have an incredibly diverse 
neighborhood and, as a Board, 
we want to represent everyone 
as best as we can.  To do that, 
we need to increase the num-
ber of homes that are NFCCA 
members.  Becoming a mem-
ber is fast, easy, and very in-
expensive!  Our dues are just 
$10, less than half of nearby 
neighborhood associations!  

By increasing our NFCCA 
membership over the next 
year, the Board can better rep-
resent the diverse needs and 
goals of the whole neighbor-
hood.  Be sure to check your 
membership status on our 
website at www.nfcca.org.
 I look forward to moving 
forward on these and other 
goals over the coming year.  If 
you have any questions about 
the NFCCA, or want to share 
your thoughts about how the 
Board can better serve our 
neighborhood, please email 
me at president@nfcca.org.  
Thank you! 

President’s Message

Navigating Stuff on Sidewalks
By Julie Whitcomb
 What do a tricycle, e-bike, 
scooter, car tire, bicycle, e-
scooter, wooden sled, leaf 
blower, super soaker, lime 
bike, shovel, and garden hose 
all have in common?  All 
these are things that have 
been left on our neighbor-
hood sidewalks!
 Items on sidewalks are 
hazardous to the children and 
adults who walk to school and 
bus stops, walk their dogs, or 
who just enjoy taking a stroll 
around the neighborhood.  All 
these things left on our side-
walks are especially unsafe to 
people using a cane, walker, 
or wheelchair, or pushing a 
baby stroller.  And if someone 
wants to move them out of the 
way, many of these items are 
heavy and awkward to 
lift.  Have you ever tried 
to lift an e-scooter?  
Yikes!  They weigh a ton!

 It is not always conve-
nient or safe to walk on the 
grassy area or in the street to 
avoid these obstacles.  The 
grassy areas can be wet, mud-
dy, uneven, or covered with 
leaves or snow—all things 
that make walking even more 
difficult for people with mo-
bility aids or baby strollers.  
As e-scooters and e-bikes, 
from Lime bikes to Lyft 
scooters, continue to become 
even more popular in our 
neighborhood, it is important 
to remember to keep them 
off our sidewalks after using 
them.  Please make sure your 
garden tools, bikes, toys, car 
parts, scooters, and sleds are 
moved off the sidewalks and 
onto your yard so everyone 
can enjoy walking around our
        neighborhood.  Thank
          you.
      [Whitcomb lives on
            Chiswell Lane.] R
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barbara@ciment.com
 www.ciment.com

C IMENT
Your Home Team

 Call Today for My Free Market Analysis: 301-346-9126
Northwood Neighborhood Real-Time Report:  No Log-In Required:    www.ciment.com/northwood

(O) 301-424-0900

We Help You Get Ready to Sell  Your Home 
We specialize in helping you make decisions 
and getting the right experts to solve all your 
selling/moving problems. We will discuss how 
to prepare your home for sale with needed 
home repairs, possible renovations, yard work, 
and, ‘declutter’. We will share our contacts of 
varied real estate/home-care professionals 
who serve you knowing, that we are very 
watchful how they treat our referrals. 

We Have the Tools and Negotiating Skills
Our sales success relies on many skills and tools 
but, one skill that remains important no matter 
what technologies come along, is the ability to 
deal with people. My Team has patience and 
social skills to help people make deals. When 
other agents often give up, we double-down and 
work to achieve the desired result that our clients 
and customers want. We have the connections to 
solve all sorts of unexpected problems.

Our Sales Production .. Helped Over 75 Parties!
So far in 2019, we have helped settle over 
75 sellers, buyers and renters amounting to 
$28 Million in Closed and Pending Sales. My 
Team continues to produce in all markets and 
right now sales are getting more active as 
buyers enjoy historically low interest rates on 
mortgages. It is a good time to buy or sell!
  
Our Buyer Agents Are The Best!
My team’s buyer agents are very successful 
because they are working alongside a strong 
listings Team. They have timely insight as to 
how homes are selling and how owners are 
generally behaving. My buyer agents, working 
at arms-length from each other, often sell our 
Team’s listings because, they know how to 
write strong contracts that appeal to owners. 
My Team stays informed on market changes 
and can shift their strategies accordingly.

The Barbara Ciment Team
of Long and Foster Real Estate

$500 Million in Career Sales
Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters

#1 Office Producer 25 Years in a Row 
Over 1,000 Closed Sales Transactions

301-346-9126

Sales in Northwood/Forest Knolls: Since July 31, 2019

ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY

CLOSE
DATE STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

10212 Lorain Ave $570,000 $7,000 7/31/2019 Colonial 3 3/1 43 8,850 Northwood Park
10715 Glenwild Rd $481,000 9/30/2019 Bi-level 3 3 4 6,738 Northwood Park View

111 Northwood Ave $475,000 8/9/2019 Cape Cod 3 2 25 9,626 Northwood Park
10601 Lombardy Rd $470,000 $4,500 10/18/2019 Bi-level 4 2 127 7,032 Northwood Park View
1100 Chiswell Ln $465,000 $9,300 10/4/2019 Split Level 4 2/1 30 8,465 Forest Knolls
115 Northwood Ave $454,000 $6,000 9/27/2019 Cape Cod 3 2 16 9,908 Northwood Park
312 Hannes St $450,000 10/22/2019 Split Level 5 2/1 7 8,855 Northwood Park
217 Hannes St $450,000 8/2/2019 Ranch/Rambler 3 2 7 6,688 Northwood Park View

1104 Caddington Ave $445,000 $15,000 8/16/2019 Split Foyer 5 3 59 8,399 Forest Knolls
1013 Loxford Ter $430,000 10/21/2019 Split Level 4 3 123 10,370 Forest Knolls
311 Ladson Rd $430,000 8/28/2019 Cape Cod 3 2 8 6,244 Northwood Village
504 Royalton Rd $425,000 $5,000 8/20/2019 Ranch/Rambler 4 2 12 5,900 Northwood Knolls

11108 Lombardy Rd $415,000 $500 10/30/2019 Ranch/Rambler 3 2 6 6,911 Northwood Park View
806 Loxford Ter $405,000 8/14/2019 Bi-level 4 2/1 6 7,211 Forest Knolls
313 Ladson Rd $400,000 9/16/2019 Cape Cod 3 1 22 6,498 Northwood Village
402 Hannes St $397,000 $5,955 10/29/2019 Split Level 3 2/1 8 6,012 Forest Knolls
51 Kinsman View Cir $327,000 $9,500 10/29/2019 Townhouse 4 2/1 1 1,500 Northwood Park

Not all referenced properties are from my agent team or my broker. RETS data provided by BrightMLS is subject to change.

R5
R5

https://www.ciment.com/
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Holistic HeaLTH

(continued from page 1)

liter (pCi/L).  The amount of 
radon in the air is measured 
in pCi/L.  EPA recommends 
remedial action (i.e., fixing 
your home) if radon levels are 
4 pCi/L or higher.
 Your home must be tested 
for radon to determine if you 
are at risk from radon.  There 
are two general ways to test 
for radon.  Short-term tests 
remain in your home for two 
days to 90 days and are the 
quickest way to measure ra-
don levels.  Long-term devices 
measure radon levels for 90 
days or more.  Long-term 
tests take day-to-day fluctua-
tions in radon levels into ac-
count and are more likely to 
provide a more accurate year-
round average radon level 
than a short-term test.
 Before purchasing a home 
radon testing device, you 
should review the Montgom-
ery County Department of En-
vironmental Protection’s list 
of approved testing devices at 
montgomerycountymd.gov/
green/air/radon.html. Test-
ing also can be done by radon 
professionals.
 If the results of one long-
term test or the average of 
two short-term tests indicate 
radon levels of 4 pCi/L or 
higher, then EPA recom-
mends taking further action to 
fix your home.  Radon reme-
diation systems can effectively 

reduce radon levels in homes 
to 2 pCi/L or lower.  As any 
level of radon exposure carries 
some risk of causing lung can-
cer, you also should consider 
radon mitigation if the radon 
level in your home is between 
2 pCi/L and 4 pCi/L.
 The primary method used 
to reduce radon is a vent pipe 
system and fan, which con-
tinuously pulls radon from 
beneath the house and vents 
it outdoors through a pipe.  
The pipe can either run inside 
or outside the home and dis-

charges outside, away from 
the windows and openings.  In 
addition, cracks and openings 
in the foundation are sealed.  
Sealing limits the flow of ra-
don and makes the radon mit-
igation system more efficient.
 A home’s foundation type 
helps determine the radon 
mitigation method that will 
work best.  A radon profes-
sional can determine the type 
of mitigation system to install 
and may conduct some diag-
nostic testing.  To find a certi-
fied radon contractor, you can 
contact an independent radon 
proficiency program, such 
as the National Radon Profi-
ciency Program (aarst-nrpp.
com) or the National Radon 
Safety Board (nrsb.org).  The 
EPA’s Consumer’s Guide to 
Radon Reduction also pro-
vides information on selecting 
a contractor, different types of 
radon mitigation systems, and 
other information to help en-
sure that the radon reduction 
system is effective and meets 
your needs.
 Montgomery County law 
now requires radon testing 
before settlement on the sale 
of single-family detached 
homes and townhouses.  The 
radon test can be done by the 
seller, buyer, or an indepen-
dent home inspector or ra-
don-testing professional hired 
by either the seller or buyer, 
but both parties must receive 
a copy of the radon test re-
sults.  For more information 
on the testing requirements 
for home sales, go to mont 
gomerycountymd.gov/green/
air/radon.html and click on 
“Radon and Buying or Build-
ing a Home.” 

Li
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This vent pipe system on a 
local home has a fan that con-
tinuously pulls radon from 
the basement of the residence.

NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD?
CONTACT ANY BOARD 

MEMBER (SEE PAGE 3) 
TO REQUEST YOUR FREE 

WELCOME KIT!
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nurturing nature

Same day delivery 
local and nationwide!

Visit us online at
hooverfisherflorist.com

Family Owned & 
Operated For 

65 Years!

16 University Blvd. E.
Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 593-4700

Rake If You Must, But Leave the Leaves
By Jennifer McGuire Cox and 
Eleanor Barkmeyer
 This time of year, many of 
us are busy raking the leaves 
in our yard.  But you can help 
wildlife—and save yourself a 
lot of effort—by keeping the 
leaves in your yard where they 
land.
 What are the benefits of 
not raking leaves?
   Create Wildlife Habi-
tat.  Insects (including butter-
flies!), earthworms, toads, box 
turtles, salamanders, and even 
some bats often wait out win-
ter in leaf litter.  Some will lay 
eggs in the leaves and feed on 
the leaf layer.  Birds and other 
insects also forage in leaf litter 
for food over the cold winter 
months.  By raking or blowing 
leaves, you disrupt this natu-
ral habitat.
   Increase Beneficial 
Insects in Your Yard.  By 
providing a natural habitat, 
you’ll increase the number 
of beneficial insects when it’s 
time to garden in the spring.  
This will help you and your 
plants! 
   Increase Your Soil 
Health.  Leaves can 
be used as mulch and 
are a great way, 
when tilled into 
the soil, to add or-
ganic matter and 
nutrients.  You can 
use your lawnmower 
to mow them into smaller 
pieces as well as make smaller 
piles so that they will decom-
pose more quickly.  Organic 
matter in soils helps regulate 
soil moisture.  Earthworms 
love soil with decomposed 

leaves, resulting in richer soil.
   Save Yourself Time.  
Depending on how big your 
yard is and the number of 
deciduous trees that are 
dropping their leaves, it can 
take hours over the course of 
several weeks to get them all.  
Wouldn’t you rather spend 
your time doing something 
else?
   Avoid Pollution Gen-
erated by Leaf Blowers.  
Unfortunately, not everyone 
has time to rake their leaves.  
By leaving the leaves alone, 
though, you can avoid the 
noise pollution of leaf blowers 
as well as the fossil fuels that 
power them.
 No matter how much 
you might want to get out of 
raking your lawn, some leaf 
removal may be necessary.  If 
you must rake, what can you 
do with the leaves in your 
yard? 
   Composting.  Leaves 
are great to compost as they 
are rich in carbon.  Add to 
that grass clippings and other 
nutrient-rich materials and 
you’ve got potentially great 

organic material to 
garden with in the 
spring!

    Mulch-
ing.  Leaves 
are easy to ap-
ply, effective, 

and free!  Not 
only do they help 

maintain soil mois-
ture and temperature, 
but they aid in prevent-
ing weed growth, soil 
erosion, and soil com-
position.

    Donate 
to Gardeners 
and Commu-
nity Groups.  
Many com-
munity gar-
dens and school 
programs do not 
have access to leaves 
for composting or mulching.  
Reach out and see if anyone 
needs some!
 [Jennifer McGuire Cox 
is a naturalist at Brookside 
Nature Center and Maydale 
Conservation Park.  She is 
also a certified Maryland 
Master Naturalist; she lives 
on Belton Road.  Eleanor 
Barkmeyer is a volunteer at 
Brookside Nature Center.] 

https://www.hooverfisherflorist.com/
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Ever Wonder What the NFCCA Does With Your Dues? 
 The Northwood News, 
which is printed five times a 
year, is the main expense the 
NFCCA incurs.  Dues cover 
only one-third of the printing 
cost; ad sales pay for the rest.  
NFCCA keeps costs as low as 
possible by recruiting volun-
teers to deliver the newsletter.
 The good news is that at-
tendance is up at the five Gen-
eral Membership meetings 
that NFCCA holds each year.  
Freshly baked cookies and 
raffle prizes make the meet-
ings fun and speakers offer a 
wealth of information.  Meet-
ing room rental and prizes 
are a modest $350.  This year 
we also had to replace the 
worn out placards that adver-

tise upcoming neighborhood 
meetings.
 Communication is key to 
keeping the Northwood-Four 
Corners-Forest Knolls com-
munity up to date on issues 
that affect our neighborhood.  
By paying Montgomery Coun-
ty Civic Federation member-
ship dues, we can stay current 
on local issues (and we get a 
vote in countywide policy!).  
Hosting the nfcca.org website 
is another moderate expense.
 NFCCA would like to take 
on more special projects.  In 
the past, the association pro-
vided support to install five 
Little Free Libraries around 
our neighborhood.  This year, 
we developed and printed 

How to Pay Dues
There are three ways to pay your $10 dues to join the NFCCA:

þ  Check          þ  Cash          þ  Online Payment
Mail your check, payable to “NFCCA,” to Treasurer Sondra Katz

at 10905 Lombardy Road.  Please don’t mail cash.
No stamps?  You can hand-deliver your check or cash to the Treasurer

at her home through the mail slot.  Or give the dues payment to any
NFCCA Board member at one of our meetings.  You can also arrange for a 

Board member to pick up your payment by contacting Northwood News
Editor Jacquie Bokow (editor@nfcca.org, 301.593.8566).

Online payments via PayPal ($11 due to PayPal fees) can be made
by debit card, credit card, or a transfer from a PayPal account.

Welcome Kits to help our new 
neighbors familiarize them-
selves with the community.
 The National Night Out 
at Forest Knolls Pool with 
music, snow cone machine, 
and swimming costs less than 
$100.  Wouldn’t it be fun to 
be able to sponsor more get 
togethers to meet your neigh-
bors and make our commu-
nity even more vibrant?
 The sad news is NFCCA 
presently takes in less revenue 
than our total expenses, so 
we need to increase overall 
dues income by getting more 
households to join our as-
sociation.  Although there is 
money in a reserve fund (left 
from a special collection taken 
up in the mid-1980s to com-
bat gypsy moths), it is prudent 
management to maintain this 
reserve account  as a “rainy 
day” account to meet poten-
tial critical expenses that may 
arise in the future.
 The NFCCA Officers and 
Board, along with a fantastic 
group of neighborhood vol-
unteers, are doing our part to 
keep expenses as low as pos-
sible.  Please do your part by 
joining the NFCCA. 

My humans joined
the civic association.

What about
yours?

Not yet!  It’s 
only 10 bucks.  
That’s like two 
pumpkin spice 

lattes!
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Ranked Among "America's Best Real Estate Agents 2018" by Real Trends and the

Wall Street Journal.

#1 in Silver Spring since 2008.

www.tamara4homes.com 

L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d :  2 0 1 9

Best Move You'll Make

Happy Beginings Start Here

Tamara Kucik, Partner
Broker, Realtor®

c. 301-580-5002
o. 301-857-1867

tk@tamara4homes.com

Just Listed!

Sold!

Coming Soon!

9710 Belvedere Place
 
5 bedrooms! Oversized, fully
fenced lot. 1/2 blk to Forest
Glen metro & parks.

10715 Glenwild Road
 
Under contract before the
open house with multiple
offers!

1023 Stirling Road
 
Pardon the dust.  Major
renovation in progress -
holiday happiness on the way!

https://www.tamara4homes.com/
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(continued on page 10)

MoCo Will Plant a Curbside Tree, But You Have to Ask
By Jacquie Bokow
 In our neighborhood, 
there are many homes with-
out trees in the space between 
the sidewalk and the curb.  
Residents are not permitted to 
plant trees in the right-of-way 
(ROW) but, at the request of 
a resident, the county will in-
spect and plant a tree if spac-
ing allows.
 Any tree growing in a 
street right-of-way is a coun-
ty-owned tree.  It isn’t always 
obvious where private prop-
erty begins, as the line can be 
several feet into a front yard 
beyond the edge of the side-
walk or street, says the Mont-
gomery County Department 
of Transportation (MCDOT).  
The county is responsible 
for the health and mainte-
nance of county-owned trees 
and MCDOT is the agency in 
charge.  Permits are required 
to do anything that impacts a 
county-owned tree.
 Montgomery County 
claims it plants roughly 1,800 
trees per year in public rights-
of way, but trees are replaced 
only if the property owner 
requests it.  If you desire 
that a tree be planted in your 
right-of-way, you can request 
a street tree online [https://
www3.montgomerycounty 

md.gov/311/SolutionView.
aspx?SolutionId=1-EBMIV] 
or by calling 311 (inside Mont. 
County) or 240.777.0311 (out-
side county or by cell phone).
 A county arborist will 
inspect your property for ap-
propriate species and location 
and select the type of tree for 
the county right-of-way.  You 
can request a particular type 
of tree, but there is no guaran-
tee you’ll get what you want.
 The list of trees that the 
county has deemed acceptable 
is on page 10.  Amazingly, less 
than half the trees offered are 
native to the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.  And I was aston-
ished that Quercus alba, the 
White Oak, Maryland’s State 
Tree, is not on the list!
 Planting usually occurs 
in late fall and early spring, 
but can occur in winter if 
weather permits.  The Tree 
Maintenance Section says it 
tries to accommodate requests 
as soon as the next planting 
season arrives, but sometimes 
it may need to wait until the 
following planting season.
 MCDOT claims that one 
of its representatives will 
investigate and respond to 
service requests within 260 
business days.  Unfortunately, 
that amounts to 52 weeks, not 
counting holidays, which may 
explain the long stretch of 
Hannes Street that’s been with-
out curbside trees for years.

New Street Tree Care Information
 If a new tree is planted by 
the county on your property, 
you’d be expected to:
   Water it once a week 
during the growing sea-
son.  “Deep, less frequent wa-

tering is better than frequent, 
shallow water,” states MC-
DOT.  They recommend wa-
tering at a trickle over several 
hours to encourage a healthy 
root system.
   Remulch it after a 
year.  The new tree should 
have been mulched with 
shredded hardwood at the 
time it was planted by the 
county, which helps to retain 
soil moisture and insulate tree 
roots.  Over time, however, 
this layer will decompose, so 
MCDOT recommends replac-
ing the mulch and maintain-
ing a 2–3 inch layer that does 
not touch the trunk of the tree.  
They also say not to pile grass 
clippings around the tree.
   Call 311 if supports 
aren’t removed after a 
year.  The new tree may 
have been provided with sup-
porting stakes when it was 
planted, but these should be 
removed after the first year 
so the root system develops 
properly.  MCDOT is sup-
posed to remove the supports 
after one year.  If they don’t, 
call 311.
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(continued from page 9)

TALLER SPECIES (“MAJOR TREES”)
(minimum of 40' at maturity, not allowed under power lines)

Scientific Name Common Name   Height
+Celtis occidentalis Hackberry/Sugarberry 40'-50'
Cladratis kentukea* Yellowwood 30'-50'
+Fagus grandifolia American Beech 50'-90'
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo (male, fruitless) 50'-80'
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree (") 60'-75'
+Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum (fruitless) 65'-75'
+Nyssa sylvatica Blackgum 40'-70'
Platanus × acerifolia London Planetree 70'-80'
Quercus lyrata Overcup Oak 45'-55'
+Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak 60'-80'
Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak 70'-80'
+Quercus muehlenbergii Chinquapin Oak 40'-60'
+Quercus phellos Willow Oak/Pin Oak 60'-75'
+Quercus rubra Northern Red Oak 60'-80'
Styphnolobium japonicum* Japanese Pagoda Tree 40'-70'
+Taxodium distichum Bald or Swamp Cypress 50'-70'
Tilia tomentosa Silver Linden 50'-60'
Tilia americana American Linden 50'-80'
+Ulmus americana American Elm 60'-80'
Ulmus parvifolia Lacebark Elm 40'-45'
Zelkova serrata Zelkova 50'-60'

SHORTER SPECIES (“MINOR TREES”)
(maximum 35', may be planted directly under power lines)

Scientific Name Common Name Height
Acer buergerianum Trident Maple 30'-35'
Acer ginnala Amur maple 15'-20'
Amelanchier laevis* Serviceberry (single stem) 25'-35'
+Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam 20'-40'
+Cercis canadensis* Eastern Redbud 20'-30'
Chionanthus retusus* Chinese Fringetree 10'-20'
+Cornus florida* White Flowering Dogwood 20'-30'
+Cornus florida ‘rubra’* Pink Flowering Dogwood 20'-30'
Cornus kousa* Kousa Dogwood 15'-20'
+Crataegus viridis Green Hawthorn 20'-35'
Koelreuteria paniculata* Goldenraintree 30'-40'
+Magnolia virginiana* Sweetbay Magnolia 10'-35'
Malus ×* Flowering Crabapple 20'-25'
+Ostrya virginiana Ironwood 25'-40'
Parrotia persica Persian Parrotia 20'-40'
Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistache 30'-35'
+Prunus virginiana ‘Schubert’* Purple-leaf Chokecherry 20'-30'
Prunus × incamp ‘Okame’* Okame Cherry 15'-25'
Syringa reticulata* Japanese Tree Lilac 20'-25'

* Denotes a flowering tree
+ Native to the Piedmont area of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  The
   NFCCA strongly urges you to choose only native species for your yard.

Free Trees

Free Trees for Your Yard
 If you want a shade tree 
planted elsewhere in your 
yard or garden (not street-
side), contact Tree Montgom-
ery, a program of the MoCo 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, for a tree that’s 
free or available at a reduced 
price.  After one tree is plant-
ed in your yard, you can keep 
signing up to get more.  Get 
details at treemontgomery.
org or call 311 to get on the 
wait list.  Call now to plant 
in spring 2021, as they only 
plant in fall and spring.
 The MoCo Planning De-
partment has a free tree pro-
gram called Shades of Green 
[montgomeryplanning.org/
planning/environment/for-
est-conservation-and-trees/
shades-of-green/] focused 
on planting trees in urban 
areas.  The Planning Dept. 
also offers a downloadable 
$40 coupon [montgomery-
planning.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/10/Tree-cou-
pon-final-OCR.pdf] that can 
be used to buy and plant shade 
trees with a retail value of $75 
at participating nurseries.

Stump Removal
 MCDOT’s budget for tree 
stump grinding and removal 
can’t keep up with the number 
of trees removed from public 
ROWs.  There is a four-year 
backlog for removal of curb-
side tree stumps.  Obviously, 
new trees cannot be planted 
until stumps are removed.  
Residents can advocate to al-
locate more money for tree 
stump removal to the County 
Executive and Council. 

MCDOT List of Available ROW Trees
Source:  https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DOT-Highway/Tree/TreePlant.html
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Relax… Restore...Rejuvenate … 
   

Just bring in this coupon and choose any one of these special offers: 
 • 15% off any 5,10 or 20 class pass • Save 8% on a 60-minute massage or facial  

• $5 off a Mini– Acupuncture Consult   
*coupons must be presented at time of service & expire as of 09/01/2020* 

 
10723B Columbia Pike Silver Spring, MD 20901  
301.754.3730 | BlueHeronWellness.com | info@blueheronwellness.com 

•	 No	More	Stress
•	 No	More	Headaches
•	 Your	Complete	Solution	to	a	
Clean	House

•	 Reasonable	Prices
•	 Fits	Your	Schedule
•	 Monday	to	Saturday

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
WEEKLY  •  BI-WEEKLY  •  TRI-WEEKLY

MONTHLY  •  ONE-TIME CLEANING
MOVE IN  •  MOVE OUT

Residential Services
Quality Cleaning

Excellent Refrences
Reliable

Free Estimates

ANA’S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
9419 Georgia Avenue  •  Silver Spring

301-563-3393
240-353-6751

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED

https://www.blueheronwellness.com/
http://www.anashousekeeping.com/
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zen-renovations.com

301-539-9824

https://www.zen-renovations.com/

