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Next Meeting on 
Wed., April 11th
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civ-
ic Association will be held on 
Wednesday, 11 April 2018, at 
7:30 p.m. at Forest Knolls El-
ementary School.  The school 
is located at 10830 Eastwood 
Avenue, just off Caddington 
Avenue (there’s no access 
from other sections of East-
wood Avenue).
 The meeting will be run as 
a forum for candidates run-
ning this year for Delegates 
for District 19 in the form of 
“speed dating”; see the story 
at left for details.  You can also 
register to vote at the meeting.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting.) 
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NFCCA Hosting District 19 
Delegate Forum on April 11th
By Samantha Jones
 Election season is now 
in full swing!  Many groups 
around the area have hosted 
or are planning to host can-
didate forums.  There have 
been a number of County 
Council and County Execu-
tive candidate forums, but a 
dearth of forums for District 
19 Delegate candidates.  To 
remedy this, the NFCCA is 
hosting a District 19 Delegate 
Candidates Forum on April 
11th during the neighborhood 

meeting.  The event is sched-
uled for 7:30-9:30 p.m. and 
will take place at Forest Knolls 
Elementary School (10830 
Eastwood Avenue).  All Dis-
trict 19 residents are encour-
aged to attend.
 The Maryland General 
Assembly is divided into two 
houses:  the House of Del-
egates and the State Senate.  
As the lower house in the state 
legislature, the House of Dele-
gates has 141 Delegates repre-
senting 47 legislative districts 
across the Free State.  District 
19, where the NFCCA is situ-
ated, has three delegates.  Our 
current delegates are:  Bon-
nie Cullison, Maricé Morales, 
and Ben Kramer.  Both Del. 
Cullison and Del. Morales 
are currently running for re-
election for their seats; Del. 
Ben Kramer is running for the 
State Senate.
 In total, there are 11 
people running for three 
delegate seats in District 19 
(eight Democrats and three 
Republicans).  With a packed 
race, it is hard for local resi-
dents to get a chance to meet 
and talk with each candidate.  
The NFCCA is hosting the 
delegate candidate forum so 
that neighbors can meet each 
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor at nfcca dot org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message

(continued on page 3)

Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:  nfcca-subscribe@
 yahoogroups.com
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@yahoogroups.com

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark 

 Recently I took a tour of the Washington National 
Opera studio in Takoma Park.  In one room a worker was 
dipping cloth into a huge dye vat, while in another area a 
group was busily working on elaborate masks and hats.  
Seamstresses were working with expensive brocades that 
cost hundreds of dollars per yard, while row upon row of 
costumes hung in storage—and on the back wall there were 
enough shoes to make Imelda Marcos jealous.  The tour 
was an eye-opening peek into the unseen effort that goes 
into a stage production and gave me a greater appreciation 
for the hours and hours of invisible work that contribute to 
the success of a spectacular show.
 Not to pat ourselves on the back with so much force 
that it would TKO Mike Tyson, but the NFCCA board and 
volunteers who work behind the scenes do a lot to make 
our community a better place to live.  This newsletter is 
delivered to your doorstep by volunteers.  Our above-and-
beyond editor, Jacquie Bokow, has worked on the newslet-
ter for 18 years; she also maintains the website, nfcca.org.
 The dynamic duo of Jim Zepp and Carole Barth are a 
force to be reckoned with in civic activism.  Former NFCCA 
President and long-time board member Ed Levy keeps his 
finger on the pulse of local politics.  A relative newcomer 
to our community, Kevin Harris, has spent way too many 
evenings away from his young family attending Bus Rapid 
Transit meetings and he recently testified at a county 
council meeting to express concerns about a new study to 
look at placing BRT in the route 29 median, which could 
potentially disrupt traffic patterns in Four Corners (see his 
testimony on page 7).  Kevin has also been instrumental in 
making sure that the soccer field in our neighborhood park 
is being maintained (witness the field renewal efforts that 
are underway).  Laura Hussey made sure that the parks de-
partment tweaked drainage and improved trash removal.  
Fiona Morrisey with her raffles, quizzes, and Trader Joe 
treats makes our membership meetings a bit more fun.
 Then there is the quiet blocking and tackling that go 
into making an organization run smoothly and efficiently. 
Sondra Katz, with a hefty assist from Linda Perlman, re-
vised the NFCCA bylaws.  Currently, an effort is underway 
to develop an operating manual that will make it easier for 
current and future board members to keep NFCCA activi-
ties on track.  We are in the process of developing a Wel-
come Kit to help new members of our community settle in. 
And soon you will be able to check on the website (by ad-
dress) to see if your membership dues are current.
 Looking forward, special thanks go to Samantha 
Jones for putting together the upcoming Candidates Fo-
rum; we have had an amazing response.  Ten of the 11 
candidates who are running for District 19 delegate will 
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July and August.  Current officers 
(until October 2018) are:

President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Kevin Harris
10306 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.6924
kevin at nfcca dot org

Andrew Majett, III
503 Dennis Avenue
301.580.0107
andrew at nfcca dot org

Samantha Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
817.774.7103
samantha at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past Prez
Laura Hussey
10217 Edgewood Avenue
240.463.1913
ipp at nfcca dot org

NFCCA
Board

(continued from page 2)

join us on Wednesday, April 
11th, at 7:30 p.m. in Forest 
Knolls Elementary School.  
We are trying out a more in-
teractive format and will be 
breaking up into smaller dis-
cussion groups.  Candidates 
will move from one group to 
the next, which will offer an 
opportunity to ask questions 
and get a better feel for the 
candidates’ positions on is-
sues you care about than you 
might get from listening to 
speeches.
 Sam has also played an 
instrumental role in build-
ing out and managing our 
social media presence.  To 
find out about the latest and 
greatest happenings in our 
neighborhood, you can now 
stay connected on the Friends 
of North Four Corners Park 
Facebook page (www.face-
book.com/NFCCAPark) or on 
Twitter @NFCCAMoCo.
 Although the current 
board and our volunteers are 
active and engaged, there is 
a point where we reach our 
bandwidth.  At the last gen-

eral membership meeting, a 
speaker from the Kemp Mill 
civic association asked if 
NFCCA would be interested 
in joining their Village to 
provide volunteer assistance 
to seniors in the community 
who need help with chores, 
errands, transportation, and 
medical appointments.  With 
the recent spate of car break-
ins, we have been asked about 
organizing a Neighborhood 
Watch.  Others have ex-
pressed an interest in putting 
on more social activities like 
block parties or a creek clean-
up at Northwest Branch.
 We think all of these are 
fantastic ideas, but there are 
limits to what we as Board 
volunteers can accomplish.  
That’s where you come in.  
Attend our general mem-
bership meetings.  Help us 
establish our positions on 
important issues and our 
priorities for future projects.  
Take some time to volunteer 
to help us make Northwood 
Four Corners an even more 
excellent community!

—Sharon Canavan

President’s Message

Meet the Candidates
For District 19 Delegate

‘Speed Dating’ Format!  Speak to Each of Them!

At the NFCCA April Meeting
Wednesday, 11 April 2018

Begins Promptly at 7:30 p.m.
Forest Knolls Elementary School

10830 Eastwood Avenue
(off Caddington Avenue)

Free | Plenty of Parking | Treats & Raffles, Too!
See Further Details on Page 1 | Register to Vote at the Meeting
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classifieds

FOR SALE: desks/tables/chairs/
heavy duty 4-drawer letter fil-
ing cabinets/Canon copier and 
more/301-825-6907 after 6pm

FOR SALE: Royal China set/king, 
twin beds/dining table/loveseat 
/coffee,end tables/piano and 
more/301-825-6907 after 6pm

Menara Heating and Air Condi-
tioning • Install, Service, Repair.  
In Neighborhood • 410-818-
3303, menara.hvac@gmail.com

Same day delivery 
local and nationwide!

Visit us online at
hooverfisherflorist.com

Family Owned & 
Operated For Over 

60 Years!

16 University Blvd. E.
Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 593-4700

http://www.coughlaninsuranceagency.com
http://www.teamrandori.com
http://www.hooverfisherflorist.com/


5Northwood News  april 2018

(continued from page 1)

candidate and discuss their 
platforms in a more personal-
ized setting.
 The forum will have a 
“speed dating” structure 
where each candidate will 
meet with a small group of at-
tendees for an allotted time, 
and then move on to meet 
with another small group after 
that time is up.  At the begin-
ning of the forum, attendees 
will be split into small groups, 
and then one candidate will 
address each group at a time.  
That’s right:  the candidates 
will come to you to hear your 
questions and concerns!  This 
structure ensures that all at-
tendees will hear directly from 
each candidate, and be able to 
engage each candidate in dis-
cussion.
 The following candidates 
have affirmed they will attend 
the forum:
   n Brian Crider (Democratic 
candidate; www.delegate 
brian.com);
   n Charlotte Crutchfield 
(Democratic candidate; www.
voteforcharlotte.com);
   n Helen Domenici (Repub-
lican candidate; no website 

listed);
   n Marlin Jenkins (Demo-
cratic candidate; www.mar 
linformaryland.com);
   n Del. Maricé Morales 
(Democratic candidate; www.
maricemorales.com);
   n Dave Pasti (Republican 
candidate; www.pastifordel 
egate.com);
   n Martha Schaerr (Republi-
can candidate; www.martha 
formaryland.com);
   n Vaughn Stewart (Demo-
cratic candidate; www.
vaughnformaryland.com);
   n Carl Ward (Democratic 
candidate; www.votecarl 
ward.com); and
   n Jade Wiles (Democratic 
candidate; www.wilesfordel 
egate.com).
 Please plan on joining us 
for what promises to be an 
exciting night of democracy 
and local politics!  If possible, 
please arrive a few minutes 
early as the forum will begin 
promptly at 7:30 p.m.
 As a reminder, Primary 
Day is June 26th and Election 
Day is November 6th!
 [Jones is an at-large mem-
ber of the NFCCA Board; she 
lives on Glenwild Road.] n

District 19 Delegate Forum 4/11

Co. Exec. Candidates Forum on Equity, Immigration
By Lisa Rimmert and Laura 
Hussey
 On Sunday, February 25, 
several hundred Montgomery 
County voters showed up at 
Northwood High School to 
hear from candidates for the 
Office of County Executive.  
The forum, the first of its kind 
in recent history, focused spe-
cifically on issues of racial eq-
uity and immigrants’ rights in 
the county.  Although Mont-
gomery County prides itself 
on its diversity and as a wel-
coming place for immigrants, 
little progress has been made 
in advancing equity for people 
of color here over the past 40 
years.
 A large coalition of non-
profits are working to change 
that, and, given the monu-
mental shift in the makeup 
of Montgomery County 
government that will result 
from the enactment of public 
campaign financing and term 
limits, the coalition focused 
a spotlight on the seven can-
didates vying for the county’s 
highest office.  Twenty area 
nonprofits cosponsored the 
forum (a full list is available at 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/532945973745999/).  
Neighborhood resident Lisa 
Rimmert was directly in-
volved, representing Impact 
Silver Spring.
 The Maryland primary 
election is June 26 and, in 
Montgomery County, the 
primary is usually decisive be-
cause of the balance of party 
affiliation in the county.  You 
must be registered to vote 
(with a party affiliation) by 
June 5 in order to vote in the 
primary.

 Some clips of the forum 
are available at: https://
www.facebook.com/pg/surj-
mocomd/videos/ and you can 
read more about it at https://
www.washingtonpost.com/
local/md-politics/montgom-
ery-executive-candidates-
talk-immigration-racial-
equity/2018/02/25/41212ffc-

1824-11e8-b681-2d4d462a 
1921_story.html?utm_term=.
cb893b8ec7a5 and http://
www.mymcmedia.org/coun-
ty-executive-candidates-ex-
press-support-immigrants/.
 [Rimmert lives on Play-
ford Lane; Hussey, who lives 
on Edgewood Avenue, is on 
the NFCCA Board.] n
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301.608.1454 donnakerrgroup.com

With the Donna Kerr Group, you’ll discover ways to get 
the most out of the sale of your home. There’s real estate 
service, and then there’s DKG.

We sell for $42 more per square foot 
than the local average. Now that’s 

real estate made AWESOME.

Learn how:
donnakerrgroup.com/sell-for-more

R E A L  E S TAT E  M A D E  A W E S O M E

20 YEARS OF GRATITUDE 

1 9 9 8 - 2 0 1 8

Awesome 
Staging

= Higher 
Sales Price

http://www.donnakerrgroup.com/
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Cat & Small Pet Visits
Private Dog Walks

Vacation Visits
Dog Boarding
…and MORE!!

Silver-Spring.
FetchPetCare.com

Named to 
Washingtonian’s 2011 

Best Pet Care List!

301-850-1274
We’ve Got Your Tail 

Covered, Northwood!!

Kevin Harris Testifies at Bus Rapid Transit Hearing
 [The following is the tes-
timony of Kevin Harris in a 
hearing on the County’s pro-
posed Bus Rapid Transit sys-
tem held on 27 February 2018 
before the County Council.]
 My name is Kevin Harris 
and I’m a resident of Silver 
Spring.  I’ve been a member 
of the Route 29 BRT Advisory 
Committee for three years.  I 
have a Masters in Commu-
nity Planning and served as a 
Senior Planner for the Metro-
politan Washington Council 
of Governments.  I have also 
had excellent experiences 
with BRT systems, notably in 
Bogota, Colombia, visiting my 
wife’s family.
 But the hard truth is:  one 
size does not fit all.  Each po-
tential site for a BRT system 
corridor has its own unique 
characteristics that need to 
be carefully evaluated.  The 
current debate where one is 
placed into either a “pro” or 
“anti” BRT box oversimplifies 
complex transportation plan-
ning issues and is antithetical 
to an informed debate.
 A careful evaluation of 
Route 29 has already oc-
curred.  I participated in an 
advisory committee with the 
State for three years and their 
experts concluded that they 
could not recommend BRT.  
But this study wasn’t good 
enough for our County Execu-
tive because he, and many 
others, only support stud-
ies that provide them with 
the answers they want.  The 
County  Executive, without 
the knowledge of the citizens 
he chose to advise him, hired 
a hand-picked contractor 
named Sabra-Wang to deliver 

the answer that he wanted:  
BRT was right for Route 29.
 The truth of the matter is 
that there is no unbiased data 
that supports the proposi-
tion that the current or future 
proposed BRT proposals will 
reduce either congestion or 
transit travel times.  What we 
have is an expensive, poorly 
planned mish-mash of bus 
on shoulder and bus in mixed 
traffic.  It is transportation 
planning that is as dull as a 
butter knife.
 The public transporta-
tion solution that best fits the 
transportation and congestion 
challenges facing Route 29 is 
MetroExtra.  The initial capi-
tal cost for implementing Me-
troExtra would be 10% of the 
cost of BRT and deliver riders 
to the same stations, along 
the same routes, at the same 
speed, without eliminating 
local bus service or incurring 
$21 million more in debt.
 Millions of dollars have 
been spent on studies.  Mont-
gomery County is in a fiscal 
crisis; we face a $400 mil-
lion deficit over the next six 
years.  You have the choice 
to recognize fiscal reality, 
tighten our belts, and still de-
liver excellent public transit 
by partnering with WMATA 
to implement MetroExtra.  
What we should not do is take 
out the County’s credit card 
to pay for expensive transit 
solutions that are not backed 
by any supporting data.  The 
County’s growing debt burden 
may force the County to sac-
rifice investments in educa-
tion, affordable housing, and 
many of the social programs 
we hold dear, including sup-

port services to seniors and 
low-income and immigrant 
populations.
 At a time when we’re fac-
ing a $400 million dollar 
shortfall over six years, we 
should be looking for ways to 
provide service at the highest 
level in the most cost-effective 
manner, not redesigning high-
ways through political proc-
lamations.  The taxpayers are 
tired of watching the Council 
whipsaw back and forth on 
this issue.  They deserve bet-
ter.  Implement MetroExtra.  
You can save the taxpayers a 
ton of money and provide ex-
cellent bus service at the same 
time.  It’s a win-win.
 [Harris lives on Edge-
wood Avenue and serves on 
the NFCCA Board.] n

http://www.FetchPetCare.com/
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tk@tamara4homes.com 
www.tamara4homes.com

(301) 580-5002 cell • (301) 857-1867 office
8218 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 310, Bethesda, MD 20814

Ranked Among “America’s Best Real Estate Agents 2017”  by Real Trends and the Wall Street Journal. 

service that sells, results that excel 

Our leading team of neighborhood real estate specialists provide expert insights on many local 
communities.  From Northwood to Northern VA, we are your buying and selling resource.

SaVE THE DATE  - April 28 - to go green!

Shred, Recycle, Donate…..and of course a donut!  
Argyle Park - 1030 Forest Glen Road
Check our website for more details.

Our team is going green.
even more

v

5208 Albemarle Street, Bethesda4410 Brookfield Drive, Kensington1309 Dale Drive, Silver Spring

8805 Lowell Place, Bethesda3909 Everett Street, Kensington 9009 Spring Hill Lane, Chevy Chase

http://www.tamara4homes.com/


9Northwood News  april 2018

By Jacquie Bokow
 I didn’t know what the an-
imal was that was crawling up 
the steps beside our house.  At 
first I thought it was a beaver, 
but its tail wasn’t flat.  Then 
I realized, even though I’d 
never seen one before:  it was 
a groundhog.  I’ve since seen 
it—more than once—crossing 
Lombardy Road near Lock-
ridge Drive around dusk.
 The groundhog (Marmota 
monax, to be precise) is basi-
cally a giant ground squirrel.  
It’s also known as a wood-
chuck, land beaver, wood-
shock, groundpig, whistlepig 
(for their tendency to emit 
short, high-pitched whistles 
to alert others to danger), 
whistler, thickwood badger (to 
differentiate it from the prai-
rie badger), Canada marmot, 
monax, moonack, weenusk, 
and red monk.
 According to National 
Geographic, the name wood-
chuck doesn’t have anything 
to do with wood.  It’s thought 
to be a corruption of the Na-
tive American words wejack, 
woodshaw, or woodchoock.  It 
may have its roots in the Al-
gonquian (or perhaps Narra-
gansett) name for the animal:  
wuchak, which meant “the 

Have You Spotted Our Neighborhood Whistlepig Yet?

digger.”
 Young groundhogs are 
called “chucklings.”
 Groundhogs are skilled at 
both climbing and swimming, 
which helps them to escape 
predators.
 A groundhog burrow is 
complex.  It is usually in a 
wooded or brushy area and 
is dug below the frost line so 
it remains at a stable tem-
perature well above freezing 
during winter.  This burrow 
can be up to 60 feet long, with 
multiple exits, several levels, 
and a number of chambers, 
including one used as a “bath-
room.”  It surprises me that 
whistlepigs can make homes 
in our neighborhood at all; 
I’ve found clay so hard only 
six inches under the grass that 
it looks like solid brick.  That 
whistlepigs have such strong 
claws they can dig three feet Groundhog habitat in North America

THE FAMOUS TONGUE-TWISTER:
How much wood would a woodchuck chuck

if a woodchuck could chuck wood?
A woodchuck would chuck all the wood he could

if a woodchuck could chuck wood!

down through that is remark-
able.
 Woodchucks are basically 
loners, keeping fairly solitary 
for most of the year and only 
getting together to breed.
 Groundhogs are diurnal 
(active during the day) from 
spring to fall.  Most activity 
occurs during the early morn-
ing and early evening hours, 
when they emerge from their 
burrows to find food.
 In the wild, groundhogs 
live three to six years; in cap-
tivity, nine to 14.
 Groundhogs are true hi-
bernators, going into a dor-
mant state—in which their 
body temperature and heart 
rate fall dramatically, the for-
mer to less than 68°F—from 
late fall until late winter or 
early spring.  So they should 
be out and about right about 
now.  Keep an eye out! n

Ha
va
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Northwood Neighborhood RealTime Report:    www.ciment.com/northwood

Associate Broker, Realtor®
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc 
6000 Executive Blvd, Suite 100
North Bethesda, MD 20852
O: 301-468-0606
C: 301-346-9126C IMENT

Your Home Team

           barbara@ciment.com          www.ciment.com

For Help Selling Your Home  Call Today: 301-346-9126

The Barbara Ciment Team:     Barbara & Mel Ciment
Emily Lurie and Judi Shields

TESTIMONIAL:  “Quite Simply: Barbara has a vast knowledge of 
residential real estate.  She communicates clearly. She stays on top 
of every detail in near real time. she is by far the saviest Realtor® I 
have ever had the good fortune to work with. 4 days on the market 
and 5 excellent contracts offered, 4 over asking price!
Use Barbara Ciment!” 
     ~Bruce A. Silver, Dunkirk, MD      Former Owner   11003 Lombardy Rd
List Date:     2/14/18   LIST PRICE:    $369,000
Contract Date:   2/19/18   CLOSE PRICE:   $395,000
Close Date:         3/06/18       

 11003 Lombardy Rd   Silver Spring, MD 20901

http://www.ciment.com/
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Easy-Peasy Shrubs for Native Pollinators
By Carole Barth
 When considering a shrub 
for your yard, you may not 
think of supporting pollina-
tors.  We tend to think more 
about planting flowers for 
the native bees and butter-
flies, and we often forget that 
moths, wasps, flies, beetles, 
hummingbirds, and even bats 
are also pollinators.  But, 
in truth, we are losing pol-
linators, with many species 
in danger of disappearing 
locally or even facing extinc-
tion.  Loss of habitat (due to 
development and the spread 
of nonnative invasive plants), 
increasing use of pesticides, 
and climate change are all 
factors threatening pollinator 
populations.  Thus, it makes 
sense to try and provide for 
pollinators whenever we add 
plants to our gardens.
 In particular, native bees 
are our hardest-working 
pollinators, contributing an 

estimated $3 billion worth of 
crop pollination nationally 
each year.  A recent nation-
wide study of the more than 
4,000 native bee species in 
North America and Hawaii 
found that nearly one in four 
species is imperiled and at 
increasing risk of extinction.  
(See “Pollinators in Peril” 
at https://www.biological-
diversity.org/campaigns/
native_pollinators/pdfs/Pol-
linators_in_Peril.pdf.)
 Their loss will impact 
much more than agricul-
tural crops.  Native bees also 
provide ecosystem stability, 
helping to determine the 
types and numbers of various 
other species in the commu-
nity.  Like the keystone which 
keeps an arch from collaps-
ing, keystone species keep 
ecosystems from collapsing.  
These interspecies relation-
ships can be surprising; for 
example, even the grizzly 

bear depends upon bees.  In 
late summer, fruit makes 
up more than 60 percent of 
a grizzly’s diet.  By helping 
to keep plant communities 
healthy and sustainable, na-
tive pollinators help provide 
food and cover for wildlife, 
prevent erosion, cycle nu-
trients, and keep waterways 
clean.
 So what can you do?  
Reduce pesticide use, pro-
vide nesting sites (e.g., let 
some perennial stalks stand 
through the winter), and use 
native plants in your garden.  
Below are four shrubs that 
support pollinators, provide 
multiseason interest in the 
garden, and also add a struc-
tural element to your design.  
These are easy-to-grow, 
adaptable shrubs that are not 
fussy about soil, light, or wa-
ter.  And don’t worry about 
inviting native bees to your 
garden:  they don’t sting. n

*Maryland’s state butterfly, which is on the list of Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species.

American Beautyberry  (Callicarpa americana)
Pollinators:  Butterflies, native bees, and birds.  Notes:  Stunning fall display with yellow leaves 
and red-violet (edible) berries.  Berries persist in winter.  Crushed leaves repel insects.

Arrowwood Viburnum  (Viburnum dentatum)
Pollinators:  Butterflies (host plant for spring azure, secondary host plant for Baltimore Check-
erspot*), native bees, and birds.  Notes:  Showy white flowers in late spring; blue-black edible 
berries; fall color can be yellow, red-orange, or crimson.  Native Americans used the straight 
branches for arrow shafts.

Red Chokeberry  (Photinia pyrifolia)
Pollinators:  Butterflies (Coral Hairstreak, Striped Hairstreak), larval host for several moths, 
native bees, and birds, including hummingbirds.  Notes:  Attractive white flowers in spring, 
vivid red leaves in fall, and bright red edible berries persist in winter.  (This is the plant Aronia 
juice comes from.)

Sweet Pepperbush  (Clethra Alnifoloa)
Pollinators:  Butterflies (Swallowtails, Skippers), especially good for native bees, attracts hum-
mingbirds.  Notes:  Also called summersweet, Clethra has fragrant white or pink flower spikes 
in July and August.  Very good clear yellow fall color.

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/native_pollinators/pdfs/Pollinators_in_Peril.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/native_pollinators/pdfs/Pollinators_in_Peril.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/native_pollinators/pdfs/Pollinators_in_Peril.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/native_pollinators/pdfs/Pollinators_in_Peril.pdf
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www.forestknollspool.com   

11105 Foxglove Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20901 

   OPEN HOUSE (free entry)       Spring Carnival 
  Sat. June 4 & Sun. June 5      Sat., April 23, 12 - 5pm 

 
+ Fun community space  

+ 25 meter pool    
+ High & low diving boards 
+ Fenced baby/toddler pool 
+ Social Events & Live Music 

+ MCSL Swim Team  
+ Lap Swimming, Basketball  

+ Snack Bar, Grills, Picnic Tables 
+ Plenty of Parking 

+ Swimming Lessons 
+ Food Trucks 

+ Open May 28 – Sept. 5 
 

Summer’s almost here! 

 

Join the pool where friends and 
neighbors have gathered for 50+ 
seasons of fun, relaxation and a 
great sense of community.  
Nestled in the woods of 
Northwest Branch, our pool is 
quiet, often uncrowded and 
always a great setting for family 
gatherings, kids’ parties, and 
socializing.  We hope you’ll join 
the fun this season! 

NO WAIT LIST 
 

Visit pool Open House and 
enter raffle for free Summer 
membership (new members only)  

 

Questions, contact Mike Amitay, 
president@forestknollspool.com 
(see website for info, calendar) 

 

+ Fun Community Space
+ 25-Meter Pool

+ High & Low Diving Boards
+ Fenced Baby/Toddler Pool
+ Social Events & Live Music

+ MCSL Swim Team
+ Lap Swimming, Basketball

+ Snack Bar, Grills, Picnic Tables
+ Plenty of Parking

+ Swimming Lessons
+ Food Trucks

+ Open May 27 – Sept. 4

Summer’s almost here!
Join the pool where friends and 
neighbors have gathered for 50+ 
seasons of fun, relaxation, and a 
great sense of community.  Nestled 
in the woods of Northwest Branch, 
our pool is quiet, often uncrowded, 
and always a great setting for 
family gatherings, kids’ parties, and 
socializing.  We hope you’ll join the 
fun this season!

Spring Carnival
Saturday, April 21

Open House
Saturday, June 2

NO WAIT LIST
Visit pool Open House 

and enter raffle for free 
Summer membership

(new members only)

Questions, contact Mike Amitay
president@forestknollspool.com

(see website for info, calendar)

www.forestknollspool.com
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