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Next Meeting on 
February 11th
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 11 February 
2015, at 7:30 p.m. at Forest 
Knolls Elementary School.  
The school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting.) 
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The ‘Greater Four Corners Alliance’ Formed
By Jim Zepp
 The Four Corners area 
is often overlooked relative 
to other nearby sections of 
the County, such as Takoma 
Park, Wheaton, White Oak, 
and Downtown Silver Spring.  
Perhaps it is because Four 
Corners can be characterized 
as a stable and safe commu-
nity with an economically, 
socially, and racially diverse 
population, a range of afford-
able housing, and a healthy 
array of neighborhood retail 
services within a short dis-
tance of many homes.  Conse-
quently, Four Corners is not 
demanding attention for rede-
velopment assistance or other 
needs.

 Unfortunately, this is not 
enough, as assuring that these 
positive qualities continue 
requires that they not be sac-
rificed for the interests of the 
surrounding areas.  While the 
Four Corners civic associa-
tions have traditionally rep-
resented area residents, there 
has not been a similar organi-
zation for local businesses and 
community institutions such 
as churches and social service 
groups.
 As a result of recent de-
velopments that will likely 
have substantial impacts on 
the Four Corners area, local 
civic leaders have organized 
the Greater Four Corners Al-
liance, which represents this 
broader group of Four Cor-
ners’ interests.
 The activities of the Alli-
ance will include:
   the sponsorship of public 
forums to inform Four Cor-
ners residents, businesses, 
and organizations about 
pending decisions, plans, and 
other initiatives that may have 
substantial impacts on the ar-
ea’s transportation, economic, 
land use, housing, and other 
conditions;
   the expression of concerns 
when proposed plans or proj-
ects could have substantial 
impacts on the Four Corners 
area; and

   the development of solu-
tions that protect the integrity 
and stability of the Four Cor-
ners community and quality 
of life. 
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

Join One or Both 
Of the NFCCA’s 
Two List Serves
NFCCA General List Serve
    Subscribe: nfcca-sub 
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): nfcca@
yahoogroups.com

Northwood Parents List Serve
    Subscribe (send an email 
to): northwoodparents-sub 
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): northwood 
parents@yahoogroups.com 

‘Little Free Libraries’ Coming:  
Take a Book, Return a Book
By Linda S. Perlman
 A Little Free Library 
(“LFL”) is a free book ex-
change for neighbors to bor-
row and return books.  If you 
see a book inside a Little Free 
Library box that you would 
like to read, then take it!  
Once you are finished with the 
book, share it with a friend or 
bring it back to the LFL.  You 
are encouraged to help keep 
the Little Free Library stocked 
with good reading materials 
by contributing your favorite 
book to the library.  Neighbor-
hoods have varied interests 
and each LFL will include dif-
ferent types of books.
 Little free libraries are lo-
cated in people’s front lawns, 
in parks, by restaurants or 
stores, and near apartment 
and office buildings.  By Janu-
ary 2015, more than 22,000 
mini libraries worldwide had 
been registered with the Little 
Free Library organization.
 You can build your own 
library or purchase a mini li-
brary box from the online cat-
alog at www.littlefreelibrary.
org.  Most little free libraries 
are boxes approximately 20" 
wide by 15" deep by 18" high, 
located on a post or other 
secure foundation (such as 
on top of a retaining wall or 
fence).  The size, design, color, 
and decoration of the library 
box are up to you.
 A little free library should 
be placed in a location that is 
easily visible and accessible 
from the sidewalk or street.  
Users should be able to look 
inside the library box without 
blocking pedestrian passage.  

Unless you have permission 
to place a library on public 
property, the best strategy is 
to locate the library on private 
property.  If possible, the li-
brary box should be installed 
near a streetlight or have its 
own lighting.  Although inci-
dents of vandalism are rare, it 
does happen.  You should take 
normal preventive measures 
such as placing the library in 
a secure and visible location 
and asking your neighbors to 
look out for it.  Theft of books 
is not an issue because the 
books are free.
 Each little free library has 
a “steward” who looks out for 
the library box.  The steward 
generally is the owner of the 
library box and the property 
where the library box is locat-
ed.  The steward is responsi-
ble for maintaining the library 

(continued on page 3)
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association serves for 
one year and meets every 
month except July and Au-
gust.  Current officers (until 
October 2015) are:

President
Brian Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
merc259@verizon.net

Vice President
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
sondrakatz@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Secretary
Steve Petersen
10828 Margate Road
301.593.1597
sap108@verizon.net

At Large
Carolyn Ibici
416 Royalton Road
301.593.9319
caibici@yahoo.com

Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
301.593.4584
edlevy316@gmail.com

Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
loveyourhome123
     @yahoo.com

Immediate Past Prez
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

in good condition (clean, free 
of trash, and weather-safe) 
and for keeping the library 
box stocked with appropri-
ate reading materials.  Many 
library owners plant flowers 
or landscaping around the li-
brary box.  Some people put a 
bench beside the little free li-
brary so that library users can 
sit and read.
 If you want to make your 
library “official,” then you 
need to register the library 
box with the Little Free Li-
brary organization.  The ben-
efits of registration include a 
steward’s guide packet, official 
charter sign and number for 
your library box, inclusion 
of your library on the official 
LFL World Map, and mem-
bership in the LFL network.
 Little Free Library kits 
from www.littlefreelibrary.
org range in price from “The 
Essential” at $174.95 to 
“The Midnight Sparkle” at 
$1,499.95, plus shipping and 

handling.  Several models also 
are available in the $269.95 
to $349.95 range. Purchase 
of a kit from the Little Free 
Library organization includes 
registration of the library.
 The Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association is 
considering sponsorship of 
Little Free Library boxes for 
our neighborhood.  Neighbor-
hood Building Party Kits of 
four LFL kits that can be eas-
ily assembled are available 
for $999.95.  NFCCA would 
arrange for the library boxes 
to be painted and decorated 
with the NFCCA logo (the tree 
shown on page one) and/or 
name.  Installation assistance 
would be available from the 
NFCCA, as needed.  Little 
Free Library locations and 
stewards will be chosen based 
on the proposed location of 
the LFL (i.e., neighborhood 
visibility and sufficient foot 
traffic) within the NFCCA 
area and the willingness of the 
steward to assume responsi-
bility for the maintenance and 
upkeep of the library.  A cost-
sharing arrangement may be 
required, with the homeowner 
paying a certain percentage of 
the cost (such as 50 percent) 
and the NFCCA paying the 
balance of the Little Free Li-
brary cost.
 If you are interested in 
the NFCCA Little Free Li-
brary project, or in becoming 
a Little Free Library steward 
and locating a library box on 
your property, please come 
to the next NFCCA meeting 
or send an email expressing 
your interest to LSPerlman 
@hotmail.com or to nfcca@
verizon.net. 

An LFL in Our Neighborhood?
(continued from page 2)
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We appreciate your recommendations, referrals 
and consistent support over the years.

– Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc

C IMENT
Your Home Team

Direct: 301-346-9126 
Office: 301-468-0606

barbara@ciment.com  

www.ciment.com

 Barbara Ciment ‘Your Home Team’

Your Neighborhood Reports on the Web
Our real estate reports are now on the web. 
The  Personalized URL (PURL) that shows, in 
realtime, all Active Listings and Recent Sales in 
the Northwood Area! 
 www.ciment.com/northwood

Our Year 2014 Northwood Sales Report:
 www.ciment.com/northwood2014

Our Listing Services Are Unsurpassed!
Our homes listed for sale have virtual tours with 
floor plans; full color brochures, tax records, 
disclosure forms, Google Maps, aerial and 
satellite views and featured web-marketing on 
Realtor.com to attract buyers.

#1 Office Producer 23 Years in a Row
Professional excellence with integrity and ethics
$300 Million and 1,000 Career Sales 
100’s of satisfied former clients and customers

Network of Real Estate Professionals
Inspectors, home 
repair, staging, loan 
officers, estate sales, 
attorneys, landscaping, 
graphics, marketing ...

We Specialize in Silver Spring/Northwood
If you are thinking of selling your home in the 
Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman Farm area, 
we need to talk well in advance of the listing of 
your property for sale or rent, so we can discuss 
staging strategies. We will help you decide on 
what to repair, renovate or simply leave alone 
for your buyer to handle.

Spring 2015 Season Starts in February 
Our Spring Market usually takes off after the 
Super Bowl, which is early this year. If you want 
to sell in 2015, the Spring season is the best time 
to list your home for sale to get Top Dollar.

Call Today for A Free Market Analysis

Why You Should Work with the Barbara Ciment Team
Barbara Ciment, Mel Ciment, Emily Lurie & Judi Taragin Shields
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Local Grocery Stores Price Comparison Revisited
By Jacquie Bokow
 In April 2008, we ran a 
price comparison of various 
food items at six different lo-
cal grocery stores.  Here’s an 
update, with seven stores.
 The amounts are all ev-
eryday prices recorded 22–23 
January 2015.  Except where 
noted, store brands were 

used, and included no family-
sized packages or sale prices.
 Giant, Safeway, and 
Shop Rite all have in-store 
pharmacies.  H-Mart had the 
best selection of fresh vegeta-
bles (especially leafy greens), 
large bags of rice, tofu, noo-
dles, and fresh fish.  Shalom 
Kosher was best for kosher 

food (duh!), fresh bagels, and 
wine.  Shoppers had the 
nicest veggie display and the 
largest variety of meats, soda, 
and brands of ice cream, plus 
the clearest signage.  Shop 
Rite had the best variety of 
bread crumbs and ice cream 
novelties, plus, to me, the best 
music (Sam and Dave)! 

ITEM	 GIANT	 SAFEWAY	 SHALOM	 SHOPPERS	 TRADER	JOE’S	 H-MART	 SHOPRITE

1 lb. Butter $3.49 $4.49 $6.99 $3.49 $2.99 $3.99 $2.99

1 doz. Large Eggs $2.29 $3.49 $3.59 $1.99 $1.99 $1.79 $2.29

59-oz. Tropicana Orange Juice $4.29 $4.29 $4.29 $4.29 N.A.3 $4.49 $3.49

PF 100% Whole Wheat Bread $4.29 $3.99 N.A. $3.99 N.A. $4.29 $4.29

½ gal. 1% Milk $2.39 $2.39 $2.69 $2.39 $2.39 $2.59 $2.69

16-oz. Cottage Cheese $2.39 $2.49 $3.49 $2.79 $2.19 $3.99 $2.12

16-oz. Sour Cream $1.99 $1.89 $2.49 $1.79 $1.99 $2.49 $2.79

$/lb Chicken
(boneless, skinless breast)

$/lb Ground Beef (80% lean) $4.29 $4.99 $6.99 $4.49 $4.49 $3.99 $3.49

$/lb Salmon Fillets $6.99 $9.99 $12.99 $9.99 $11.99 $7.99 $7.99

$/lb Granny Smith Apples $1.69 $1.99 $1.59 $1.99 ~$1.384 $1.59 $1.49

5-lb. bag Idaho/Russet Potatoes $3.49 $3.99 $1.99 $2.99 $3.695 $2.99 $2.99

1 Cucumber 69¢ $1.00 50¢ 99¢ $1.696 $1.99 66¢

$/lb Bananas 49¢ 49¢ 69¢ 48¢ 57¢7 59¢ 59¢

$/lb Green Peppers ~$1.981 $1.00 $1.39 ~$3.332 ~$1.981 $1.99 $1.49

1-lb Baby Carrots $1.69 $1.99 $1.25 $1.69 ~$1.328 $1.99 $1.69

42-oz. Quick Oats $3.79 $3.99 $2.69 $2.99 N.A. $3.99 $2.29

1 pt. Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream $4.19 $4.39 $3.99 $4.39 N.A. $4.99 $3.99

1½ qt. Edy’s Ice Cream $4.99 $4.99 $5.79 $4.99 N.A. N.A.9 $4.49

10.75-oz. Campbell’s
Chicken Noodle Soup

16-oz. bag Green Lentils $1.19 $1.39 $1.69 $1.29 $1.69 $1.29 $1.19

15-oz. can Black Beans 69¢ 99¢ $1.19 85¢ 89¢ 99¢ 80¢

199¢ each; each weighed about ½ lb. 5Organic only
23/$5; price estimated on their weighing ½ lb. each 6Hothouse variety only
3Trader Joe’s brand (not from concentrate), full half gallon, $3.29 719¢ each; guesstimated 3 = 1 lb.
4Sold for 69¢ each; guesstimated that 2 = 1 lb. 81½ lb. package is $1.99
9Mainly carried an Asian brand of ice cream in flavors like Green Tea, Lychee, Black Sesame, and Red Bean
10Didn’t carry Chicken Noodle, but was the only store carrying Campbell’s Cream of Onion Soup, $1.39

 $1.19 $1.79 N.A. $1.66 N.A. N.A.10 85¢

 $4.49 $3.99 $6.89 $4.29 $4.99 $2.99 $3.99
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The State of Things—White Oak, Route 29, MoCoGo
By Jim Zepp
 Since last February when I 
wrote my most recent update 
on the plans for redeveloping 
the White Oak area and creat-
ing a whole new transit sys-
tem in Montgomery County, 
I can report that a lot has 
happened, but not much has 
changed.  Specifically, this in-
cludes the following.
   On July 29th, the County 
Council approved the new 
White Oak Science Gateway 
Master Plan which, if com-
pletely built out as planned, 
would mean that this area 
would have as much commer-
cial space as Tysons Corner, 
but without the infrastructure 
to support it.  The Council 
concluded that, because it 
might not happen, it was 
worth the risk of total gridlock 
since some jobs may or may 
not result from this decision 
based on unsubstantiated 
promises by developers.
   After approving the cre-
ation of an 80-mile network 
of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
routes last year, the County 
government committed to 
spending half of the $10 mil-
lion that it will receive from 
the gas tax increase (received 
from the State) on planning 
studies by the County Depart-
ment of Transportation (MC-
DOT) over the next two years 
for four possible BRT routes.  
Seven BRT Corridor Advisory 
Committees (one each for up-
per and lower Route 29, up-
per and lower Georgia Ave., 
upper and lower Rockville 
Pike, and Viers Mill Road) are 
being formed to study how a 
BRT might be configured on 
these roadways (e.g., whether 

dedicated lanes for BRT ve-
hicles are possible, how much 
land for right-of-way and sta-
tions may be needed for this, 
and how much traffic will be 
disrupted).  A late-breaking 
announcement by the County 
Executive has declared that 
the upper Georgia Avenue 
BRT has been abandoned 
because clearly there is no 
funding for it and the Olney 
community had solidly op-
posed it.  The State Highway 
Administration has already 
found that a BRT was inap-
propriate for lower Georgia 
Ave. because of the disruption 
to the Beltway traffic.
   Two additional trans-
portation studies of Route 
29 are being done by two 
other agencies.  The Mary-
land State Highway Admin-
istration (SHA) is studying 
the possibility of building 
highway interchanges at the 
Musgrove Road and Fairland 
Road intersections.  These 
would cost roughly $105 mil-
lion each.  The Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority (WMATA) is con-
cluding a study of its Z bus 
routes for possible service im-
provements, including a new 
express bus line that would 
largely duplicate the proposed 
County BRT route on Coles-
ville Rd. below White Oak.
   Recent election results 
that are causing local Wash-
ington area governments to 
reconsider longstanding plans 
for major public works spend-
ing—and the recognition that 
the State of Maryland’s cur-
rent budget will have a $300 
million deficit and the coming 
fiscal year will have a $600 

million shortfall—are com-
plicating expectations that 
millions or billions of future 
tax dollars will be available 
for ambitious transportation 
projects.  However, the Coun-
ty Executive has proposed cre-
ating an independent Transit 
Authority which, if state legis-
lation is passed, could impose 
an additional property tax 
that could exceed the County’s 
charter limits.

The White Oak Science Gateway 
Master Plan
 Despite recommendations 
by the Council and Planning 
Board staff to reduce the 
planned density by 25 percent 
and retain the staging require-
ments (new development 
is only allowed as adequate 
transportation infrastructure 
is available) applied to all 
other areas of the County, the 
Council voted eight in favor 
and one abstention (Coun-
cilmember Marc Elrich) to 
approve the 25 million sq. ft. 
of new commercial space (in 
comparison, Wheaton Mall 
contains 1.65 million sq. ft. of 
retail floor space) and 8,600 
new residential units pro-
posed in the new Master Plan.
 The new development will 
be concentrated at three loca-
tions—the 300-acre Percontee 
site near the intersection of 
Cherry Hill and Powder Mill 
Roads and the White Oak and 
Hillandale Shopping Centers.  
Another mixed use project 
with about 300 residential 
units is expected along Tech 
Road.
 The reason given by most 
of the Councilmembers for 

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 9)

their decision claims that this 
would result in the creation of 
many new job opportunities 
for the poor and unemployed 
residents of the East County 
as biotech and high tech com-
panies flock to be near the 
FDA.  Reminiscent of former 
U.S. Senator Joe McCarthy’s 
secret list of Communist con-
spirators, proponents of the 
Master Plan claimed to have a 
secret list of Chinese biotech 
companies that will locate in 
White Oak as soon as new of-
fice buildings are available.
 The likelihood of these 
claims coming true are doubt-
ful. An examination of federal 
economic statistics for the 10 
years that the FDA has been in 
White Oak has shown that the 
number of biotech companies 
has actually declined.  This 
reality is further confirmed 
by the many persistently va-
cant office spaces, such as the 
buildings that were formerly 
occupied by the Quality Hotel 
chain across Route 29 from 
the Trader Joe’s grocery store, 
as well as vacancy rates as 
high as 25 percent in Down-
town Silver Spring.
 If major new develop-
ment does occur, it may be 
difficult to anticipate their 
exact impacts on local infra-
structure needs such as water 
and sewer, electricity, police 
and fire, transportation facili-
ties and services, and schools.  
Because the Council resisted 
requests to use zoning codes 
that would have required spe-
cific employment-related uses 
and instead chose to apply 
the Commercial/Residential 
Zoning Code to much of the 

area designated for new de-
velopment, the actual nature 
of what is built can be decided 
by the developers whenever 
they decide to build.
 Since there is almost no 
demand for commercial space 
in the Washington region, 
the most likely type of devel-
opment is high-end, luxury 
residential.  This would mean 
more traffic as new residents 
would create demands for 
more transportation, more 
schools, and other public ser-
vices.  But this will only be 
known when project applica-
tions are submitted, which 
may be too late for planning 
and providing additional in-
frastructure that takes years 
to accomplish.
 After approving the White 
Oak Science Gateway Mas-
ter Plan and eliminating the 
staging requirements which 
are the County’s first line 

for keeping new develop-
ment somewhat in sync with 
transportation capacities, the 
Council then began consider-
ation of also getting rid of the 
second method for doing this 
in response to a complaint by 
a single developer who was 
concerned that his project 
might trigger the LATR fees 
so he would be paying for the 
cumulative effect of other de-
velopers.
 The Local Area Trans-
portation Review (LATR) is 
a formula for calculating the 
impact of proposed develop-
ments on existing transpor-
tation infrastructure.  If a 
proposed project exceeds cur-
rent thresholds, then the de-
veloper is expected to pay fees 
to help fund new improve-
ments, such as new transpor-
tation facilities or services.  
Initially it was proposed to:

State of Things
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HGTV’s Featured Realtor & Real Estate Expert
#1 Silver Spring Realtor since 2009 • Top 12 of Long & Foster’s 14,000 Agents
www.tamara4homes.com • (301)580-5002 cell • (202)966-1400 office

“America’s Best Real Estate Agents 2014” — Real Trends and the Wall Street Journal.

Two homes. Two different Realtors. 
Two very different outcomes.

CONTRACT $710,000

9206 Saybrook Ave.

CONTRACT $360,000

27 Kinsman View Circle

GREAT VALUE! $374,900

9812 Bristol Ave.

10205 Brookmoor Dr.

Tamara Kucik Team Listing
List price: $649,000

Sold in December 2014
Days on market: 35

Sold price: $640,000

10021 Brookmoor Dr.

Competitor Listing
List price: $649,000

Sold in December 2014
Days on market: 101
Sold price: $615,000

vs.

The difference your Realtor can make?
4% higher sales price in 1/3rd the time with The Tamara Kucik Team!
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(continued from page 7)

“Currently, LATR for a pro-
posed development measures 
the degree of congestion at 
nearby intersections in the 
future, comparing the sum of 
existing traffic, traffic from 
previously approved, but yet 
unbuilt, subdivisions (also 
known as “background” traf-
fic), and traffic from the pro-
posed development with the 
transportation program to be 
on the ground six years in the 
future. The proposal would 
change the definition of back-
ground traffic to be traffic 
from previously approved, 
but yet unbuilt, development 
that has obtained a building 
permit. The proposal would 
apply this definition only to 
LATR tests in the White Oak 
Policy Area.”

 What this meant is that 
the impact of new develop-
ment projects on traffic condi-
tions would be ignored until 
they are ready for construc-
tion, which would be far too 
late to provide new transpor-
tation facilities in time.  Con-
sequently, the County would 
be in a position of struggling 
even more to catch up on 
current demands, especially 
when major development is 
occurring in an area.
 The Council and County 
Department of Transportation 
staffs proposed the creation 
of a new formula method 
that might spread any LATR 
fees across multiple projects, 
which may be difficult to do 
across a rolling period of six 
years and a large, intercon-
nected geographic area.  It is 

not known how this will be 
resolved at this time.
 However, County-wide 
changes to the LATR process 
are also being considered, so 
whatever is decided about 
White Oak may be shortly ap-
plied to the rest of the County 
over the next two years.

The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Plans
 A BRT is a transit system 
usually having large, articu-
lated buses which travel in 
exclusive lanes, have stops 
located a mile or more apart, 
and receive priority treatment 
by signals at intersections 
in order to move faster than 
other vehicles on the road.  
A study by a national BRT 
organization concluded that 
Montgomery County mostly 
lacks the population density 
to justify such a system.  Nev-
ertheless, a County-wide BRT 
network was approved con-
ceptually by the County gov-
ernment last year.
 As a result, two years and 
$5 million will be spent ex-
ploring the realities and costs 
of actually building and op-
erating such a system on four 
major roadways.  The map (at 
left) shows the four corridors 
to be studied.
 For example, the County-
wide Transit Master Plan calls 
for the Route 29 BRT to leave 
the White Oak Shopping Cen-
ter heading south via Lock-
wood Drive (which is only two 
lanes wide) to rejoin Route 
29.  To maximize the travel 
speed of the BRT vehicles, the 
Plan calls for dedicated lanes 
that exclude other vehicles.  
An earlier study of a BRT on 

(continued on page 10)

The State of Things All Around North Four Corners
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Route 29 found that it would 
significantly increase conges-
tion in the Four Corners inter-
section, which is complicated 
by the multiple traffic flows 
involving the Beltway and 
drivers using this as their con-
nector between New Hamp-
shire Avenue and University 
Boulevard.
 In addition, space in the 
Four Corners intersection 
would have to be found for 
four BRT stations (accord-
ing to the Plan, BRTS will be 
running on both Colesville 
and University).  Each station 
would be about 150 ft. long 
and 12 to 15 ft. wide.
 Consequently the BRT 
may increase the roadway’s 
capacity to carry more people, 
which allows for more devel-
opment but does not reduce 
traffic congestion.  So the 
question may be whether it 
is worth spending several 
years of work and billions of 
dollars doing this to mostly 
shorten the travel time for 
long-distance commuters 
and encourage further sprawl 
development.  Incidentally, 
50 percent of trips are three 
miles or less nationally and 28 
percent are one mile or less, 
according to Smart Growth 
America.
 The County Department of 
Transportation is issuing con-
tracts for consultants to study 
how BRT routes could be built 
on Colesville Road, Rock-
ville Pike, Georgia Avenue 
(although the State Highway 
Administration has already 
determined that the southern 
portion of Georgia Ave. is in-
appropriate for a BRT because 

of the Beltway traffic on that 
section), and Viers Mill Road.
 As part of the study pro-
cess, seven Corridor Advisory 
Committees (the longer roads 
will have separate northern 
and southern committees be-
cause of differing conditions 
along their lengths) are being 
formed to represent the con-
cerns of affected communities, 
businesses, and roadway us-
ers.  It is expected that these 
groups will begin meeting in 
February on a quarterly basis.

Is There No Hope?
 Despite these develop-
ments, there are some rea-
sons to believe that more 
sensible solutions may even-
tually rise to the top.  This 
was the case with Downtown 
Silver Spring, in which a de-
veloper claimed that a mega-
mall project similar to the 
Mall of America in Minne-
apolis was the only possible 
answer for revitalizing Silver 
Spring.  Even with the heav-
ily committed support and 
subsidies from the County 
government, they were un-
able to secure financing for 
this scheme.  Fortunately, a 
more appropriately scaled 
development was built, which 
has restored the Silver Spring 
area.
 The recent election has 
resulted in Arlington, Va., 
canceling its ambitious plans 
for two street car lines featur-
ing stops costing a million 
dollars each.  The realization 
that Maryland State govern-
ment will be facing almost 
a billion dollar deficit in 
the next two years and that 
citizens are not in a mood for 

increasing taxes has caused 
some elected officials to re-
consider their plans.

Does these mean that our 
transportation concerns will not be 
addressed?
 There are new trends, 
thinking, and emerging 
technologies that are chang-
ing how transportation is-
sues and congestion can be 
approached.  Just as some 
industries—such as entertain-
ment recording/distribution, 
computers and telecommuni-
cations, and news reporting—
have radically changed over 
the last 40 years, transporta-
tion is on the verge of major 
transformations that will im-
pact how we travel and plan 
for the future.  Transporta-
tion’s next 40 years will not be 
the same as the last 40 years.
 The past of transportation 
planning focused on expand-
ing capacity by building more 
roads, larger transit systems, 
etc.  However, travel demand 
is very elastic and can in-
crease more easily than ca-
pacity, i.e., people can decide 
to travel during peak times, 
or use a preferred highway 
or travel mode, or choose the 
same destinations so that 
individual decisions result 
in collective congestion.  In 
other words, we cannot build 
our way out of congestion by 
simply increasing transporta-
tion capacity of any kind.
 Therefore, approaches 
which more evenly disperse 
vehicles or people over an 
area can avoid bottleneck sit-
uations.  Viewed in this way, 
traffic congestion is a dy-

The State of Things—White Oak, Route 29, MoCoGo

(continued on page 11)

(continued from page 9)
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namic phenomenon that can 
strain the available transpor-
tation facilities and services 
if many individuals decide 
to use the same route at the 
same time.
 What is emerging are 
strategies to manage travel 
demand over our existing 
transportation infrastructure 
and more efficiently using 
our current resources.  This 
means stop clinging to one 
favored transportation alter-
native as the sole answer to 
all of our problems.  Exam-
ples include:
   Real-time traffic manage-
ment systems that control 
traffic flow through signal 
timing can either slow ve-
hicles heading to congestion 

points so they can be cleared 
more quickly or redirect traf-
fic to alternative routes.  This 
is being done in Las Vegas 
and Los Angeles.
   Congestion pricing/incen-
tives are systems which ei-
ther charge drivers for using 
major roads or areas during 
peak periods or reward driv-
ers for not doing so.  This is 
being done in London, Eng-
land, and Palo Alto, Calif.
   Transit services can be 
reimagined by completely re-
designing bus routes through 
data analysis of current 
population and job centers.  
Houston, Texas, has done 
this to offer:  (a) 15-minute 
service frequency in much 
of its service area, including 
Sundays; (b) 90 percent of 

trips will be 10 to 20 minutes 
faster; (c) 93 percent of riders 
will use their current stops 
and 99 percent will be within 
a ¼ mile of a stop; and (d) 
by reallocating 25 percent 
of existing resources, these 
improvements will require no 
additional funds.
 Given the current eco-
nomic realities and grow-
ing trends toward reduced 
car usage, the future may 
substantially resolve many 
of the congestion problems 
before the old approaches of 
simply expanding transporta-
tion capacities could even be 
funded or implemented.  We 
need the breadth of vision to 
develop comprehensive strat-
egies rather than insisting on 
tunnel-vision solutions. 

The State of Things in North Four Corners
(continued from page 10)
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Clements Leaves Legacy for Our Neighborhood
By Ken Hawkins
 Charles A. Clements III, 
77, a longtime resident of 
Silver Spring and owner of 
Clements Landscape here, 
died 22 November 2014 at his 
home here on Dennis Avenue.  
Mr. Clements had Parkinson’s 
disease.
 Mr. Clements was from 
a family that has been in the 
Washington area for many 
years.  His grandfather, 
Charles A. Clements (1860-
1934) was a private secretary 
to Gov. Alexander Shepherd 
of the District of Columbia 
and a disbursing officer in 
the Department of Interior 
for nearly 50 years.  Mr. Cle-
ments’ father, Charles A. Cle-
ments, Jr. (1886-1968), was 
assistant chief clerk of the 
Court of General Sessions, 
and in 1921 bought the house 
and farm (formerly owned by 
William T. Read) that became 
known as the Clements farm. 
He developed Northwood 
Knolls, the subdivision adja-

cent to the property, in 1951.
 Mr. Clements III operated 
Clements Landscape from the 
property beginning in 1957 
and continuing until March of 
last year.
 “He was an honest busi-
ness man and would often 
hire folks who needed a hand 
up in life,” remembered his 
son Billy.  Generations of Sil-

History Corner(s)

ver Spring families purchased 
Christmas trees and wreaths 
from Clements over the years.
 “Selling the trees was a 
family affair and all of his chil-
dren, some of  their spouses, 
and lots of neighborhood kids 
would be covered in Clements 
Christmas Tree sap by the 
season end.”
 He was known to get use 
his landscape equipment to 
grade ball fields, including the 
one at St. Bernadette’s church, 
where most of his children 
went to school.  Mr. Clements 
was active in the D.C. chapter 
of the Professional Grounds 
Management Society, which 
named a scholarship after him 
in 2012.
 The Clements property 
will be subdivided this year 
and the old house taken down.  
The memories that his fam-
ily, neighbors, and custom-
ers have for this remarkable 
gentleman will last for a long 
time. 

Home of C. A. Clements on Dennis Avenue, 1924.

Clements Christmas Trees, Four Corners, about 1998

Bo
th

 p
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 Ji
m

m
y 

Cl
em

en
ts



13Northwood News  February 2015

How to Identify Animal Tracks in Your Yard
By Jacquie Bokow
 With winter comes snow (these days, at 
least), and with snow come tracks left in your 
yard by the various beasties that inhabit our 
neighborhood.  Although it’s not printed to 
scale, you can get an idea of what you’re look-
ing at by using the graphics below; just adjust 
for the sizes marked by the footprint.  It’s fun 
to try for both kids and adults!
 The foot prints (front and hind) are on the 

left, while the pattern of the tracks appears at 
the right.  If the paw prints themselves aren’t 
clear enough, the pattern may help determine 
which type of animal visited your home.
 These came from the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and were pre-
pared originally by Klir Beck and revised in 
1975 by Cindy House.  See them yourself, and 
more, at their website:  www.maine.gov/sos/
kids/about/tracks.htm.  Happy tracking!
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For All Your
Real Estate Needs, Call

Maureen Bovich

Serving Northwood, Forest Knolls, &
Kinsman Residents For 15 Years

Office Direct:  301 388-2625
Cell: 301 502-0601
Email: jmbovich@aol.com

•• Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed ••
12520 Prosperity Drive, Suite 105, Silver Spring, MD 20904 • 301-388-2600

*Short Sale    **Foreclosure    ***REO/Bank

Active & Under Contract Listings in Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman
As of 1/15/2015

    Full Half
ACTIVE List Price Style Bedrms Baths Bath

900 Caddington Ave $409,000 Split Foyer 3 2 1
827 Loxford Ter $339,000 Bilevel 4 2 1
1008 Loxford Ter*** $320,000 Split Level 3 1 1
1134 Loxford Ter* $349,000 Split Level 5 3 0
10404 Mountain Quail Rd $539,000 Colonial 4 4 0
10430 Mountain Quail Rd $530,000 Contemporary 3 2 1
10617 Ordway Drive $309,900 Rambler 3 1 1
101 Southwood Ave $479,900 Colonial 4 2 0
211 Thistle Dr $459,900 Colonial 4 3 0
222 Thistle Dr* $369,900 Split Level 4 3 1

CONTRACTS on the following properties:

309 Belton Rd*** $334,900 Rambler 3 2 0
1000 Caddington Ave $432,900 Rambler 4 2 0
305 Cavalier Ct $365,000 Rambler 4 2 0
507 Dennis Ave $825,000 Colonial 6 4 0
118 Kinsman View Cir $356,000 Townhouse 4 3 1
27 Kinsman View Cir $360,000 Townhouse 3 2 1
317 Ladson Rd* $249,900 Cape Cod 4 1 0
211 University Blvd W* $352,000 Colonial 5 3 1
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15 Native Garden Plants to Consider for 2015
By Carole A. Barth
 Winter, while the seeds 
sleep snug in the soil, is when 
gardeners nourish fond hopes 
for spring’s awakening.  With 
few garden chores to occupy 
us, verdant visions grow in 
our imaginations.
 As you dream about the 
seasons to come, consider 
whether you have room in 
your garden for any of the na-
tive plants on this list.  You’ll 
be doing our environment a 
favor, because we need native 

plants to support pollinators, 
birds, and other wildlife.
 Planting natives is also 
a great way to deal with dif-
ficult garden conditions such 
as heavy clay soils, dry shade, 
or steep hillsides.  It is always 
easier to grow plants suited to 
the conditions you have, rath-
er than trying to change your 
garden to suit some plant’s 
requirements.  In fact, once 
established in the right place, 
most natives will not need to 
be watered or fertilized.  All 

the plants on this list are pe-
rennials, meaning that they 
come back year after year.
 For more information 
on these (and other native 
plants) visit the Chesapeake 
Region Native Plant Center 
at www.nativeplantcenter.
net.  You can also learn more 
at the Maryland Native Plant 
Society, www.mdflora.org, 
and participate in events held 
by the Montgomery county 
chapter (click on “Chapters” 
and “Montgomery County”).

Common	Name	Latin	Name	 Habitat	 Comments

Adam’s Yucca Full Sun, Dry to Blooms June-September, white, flower 
Needle filamentosa Moist Soil stalk can rise 5-10 feet above foliage, evergreen

Blue False Baptisia Full Sun-Pt. Shade Blooms May-June, blue-purple, blue-black
Indigo australis Dry to Moist Soil seed pods

Cardinal Lobelia Full Sun-Pt. Shade Blooms July-October, scarlet.  Attracts
Flower cardinalis Moist to Wet Soil hummingbirds.  Keep leaves clear in winter.

Christmas Polystichum Part Sun to Full Shade,  Evergreen.  Good clumping
Fern acrostichoides Moist Soil groundcover, or for rock gardens

Columbine Aquilegia Full Sun to Part Shade, Blooms April-July, red and yellow.  Attracts
 canadensis Dry to Moist Soil hummingbirds.  Burgundy leaves in Fall.

Golden Packera Full Sun to Full Shade, Blooms April-August, yellow, good spreading
Ragwort aurea Moist to Wet Soil groundcover in wet soils.  Attracts butterflies.

Green and Chrysogonum Full Sun to Full Shade, Blooms March-June, yellow, good spreading
Gold virginianum var. austral  Dry to Moist Soil ground cover for shade

Joe-Pye Eupatorium Full to Part Sun, Moist Blooms July to October, purple, attracts
Weed dubium to Wet Soil butterflies and song birds.

Moss Phlox Phlox subulata Full Sun, Dry to Moist Blooms April-June, rose, pink, white.  Evergreen,
  Soil good groundcover, butterflies

New York Vernonia Full Sun to Part Shade, Blooms August to October, bright purple. In fall,
Ironweed novaboracensis Moist to Wet Soil attractive dried flower heads.  Tall stems stay
   upright, spreads. Attracts butterflies.

Rose Mallow Hibiscus Full Sun to Part Shade, Blooms July-September, cream, rosy pink.
 moscheutos Moist to Flooded Soil Attractive seed capsules, hummingbirds.

Sneezeweed Helenium Full Sun to Full Shade, Blooms July-November, yellow.  Attracts
 autumnale Moist Soil butterflies, was used for snuff.

Virginia Tradescantia Full Sun to Full Shade, Blooms April-July, deep blue-purple.  Dies back
Spiderwort virginiana Moist Soil mid-July-August, new foliage in fall.

White Wood Eurybia Partial Sun to Shade, Blooms July-October, white with yellow or red
Aster divaricata Dry to Moist Soil centers, good groundcover.  Attracts butterflies.

Wild Geranium Full Sun to Part Shade Blooms April-July, lavender-blue.  Good
Geranium maculatum  groundcover.  Attracts butterflies, leaves red in fall.
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