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Full Members’ 
Meeting 10/10 
At Forest Knolls
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 10 October 
2012, at 7:30 p.m. at Forest 
Knolls Elementary School.  
The school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).  Items on the 
agenda include election of 
a new board of directors to 
serve through September of 
next year.  (If you’re interest-
ed, call a board member—see 
page 3—with any questions.)
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting.) 
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A Tale of Two Day Care Facilities
By Jim Zepp

   “It was the best of times, it
     was the worst of times....”
 —Charles Dickens

 Since May—when I last 
reported on the YMCA’s ef-
forts to lease the Park Activity 
Building (rec center) in North 
Four Corners Park for a day 
care/community center and 
a private developer’s special 
exception zoning request to 
build a large day care facility 
on the corner of University 
Boulevard and Brunett Av-
enue—there have been a roller 

coaster series of developments 
that are well summarized by 
the Dickens’ quote.

YMCA Leasing Park Rec Center
	 The one-room log cabin 
building has been sitting un-
used since the Parks Depart-
ment closed it—along with 10 
similar facilities across the 
County—in April 2010 as a 
cost-cutting measure.  Since 
that time, members of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
community had been work-
ing to find a way to reopen the 
building for community use.  
Finally, in August of 2011, the 
Silver Spring YMCA expressed 
an interest in using the Park 
building for a day care center, 
which offered great potential 
for a partnership between the 
agency and the community in 
providing a location for class-
es and other programs serving 
area residents.
 Inquiries to the County 
Parks Department led to the 
issuance of an invitation for 
bids to lease any of eight avail-
able park activity buildings in 
April 2012 and an information 
meeting for potential bidders 
on 19 April.  At the meeting, 
the Parks Department staff 
clearly indicated that their re-
view of any proposals received 
would probably take 30 to 60 

(continued on page 6)
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 Northwood News is pub-
lished five times a year—in 
October, December, February, 
April, and June.  To place an 
ad or discuss a story, please 
contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit	Our	Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood	
News

President’s	Message Join One or Both 
Of the NFCCA’s 
Two List Serves
NFCCA General List Serve
    Subscribe: nfcca-sub-
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): nfcca@
yahoogroups.com

Northwood Parents List Serve
    Subscribe (send an email 
to): northwoodparents-sub 
scribe@yahoogroups.com
    Post a Message (you must 
subscribe first): northwood 
parents@yahoogroups.com 

 Another sizzling Silver Spring summer is thankfully 
behind us and now the lovely autumn season is here once 
more.  Since my last message, two new families have moved 
into my street on Edgewood Avenue and another two fami-
lies round the corner on Southwood.  Once they’ve settled 
in, I expect they will be eager to join our civic association!  
If not, my wife Fiona and I will certainly do our best to en-
courage them….
 I missed the neighborhood Night Out as I was in Ire-
land visiting with my wife’s family, but I heard that, despite 
the pool being off limits due to a “stool in the pool” inci-
dent, the evening was a success (see story below).  Looking 
forward to seeing you all at our next civic meeting on 10 
October.  Don’t miss this great opportunity to meet your 
neighbors, not to mention the home-made treats or having 
a chance to win one of our exciting raffle prizes!

—Brian Morrissey

 NFCCA welcomed Mc-
Gruff the crime dog and the 
police motorcade to our 2012 
National Night Out event held 
at Forest Knolls Pool in Au-
gust.  Thanks to Walter Me-
drano, we had plenty of snow 
cones to keep us cool.
 The Fo-Dads (below) pro-
vided musical entertainment 
while neighbors ate, talked, 
and relaxed around the pool.  
Police officers handed out 
glow necklaces to the kids 
(lower right).  Officer Joy Pa-
til—with McGruff the Crime 
Dog—showed up, too (top 
right).  [Sorry for the resolu-
tion of the photos, which were 
all taken with cell phones!]

NNO:  Music, Snow Cones, Fun

 Thanks to Jim Zepp for 
organizing the event, and 

thanks to all the vol-
unteers who helped 
out with set-up, serv-
ing and take down:  
Linda Perlman, Judith 
Vann, Sondra Katz, 
Carolyn Van Dyck, 
Alison Petersen (and 
daughter). 
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The Board of Directors for 
the Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association meets five 
times a year.  Current officers 
for 2011-2012, whose terms 
end at the October meeting 
when elections are held, are:

President
Brian Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
merc259@verizon.net

Vice	President
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
loveyourhome123
     @yahoo.com

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Secretary
Tiffany Wright
405 Royalton Road
301.328.7380
wright.tiffany@gmail.com

At	Large
Gregory Daniel
10416 Mountain Quail Rd.
301.458.0423
greg_daniel@yahoo.com

M.J. Gallagher
127 Southwood Avenue
301.754.1301
mj.galla@verizon.net

Carolyn Van Dyck
10702 Ordway Drive
301.244.5371
jkvandyck@aol.com

Immediate	Past	Prez
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

2012-2013 NFCCA
Meeting Calendar
10	October	2012
12	December	2012
13	February	2013
10	April	2013
12	June	2013

These	dates	are	all	on
the	second Wednesday

of	the	month.

Could Serving on the NFCCA 
Board Be Part of Your Future?
By Carole Barth
 The first order of busi-
ness at the October mem-
bers’ meeting is to elect a 
new board.  In addition to 
presenting a slate of candi-
dates, we ask for nomina-
tions from the floor.  It’s 
good to get new people onto 
the Board because everyone 
brings a fresh perspective 
and a unique skill set.
 The Board meets five 
times a year (September, 
November, January, March, 
and May.)  At these meet-
ings, we discuss any issues 
we expect will come up at the 
next  members’ meeting and 
plan articles for the upcoming 
newsletter.
 The Board also functions 
as an executive committee, re-
sponding to issues that come 
up in-between members’ 
meetings.  This is an impor-
tant function, because we of-
ten have a very short window 
for input into governmental 
decisions.
 In general, we look to 
board members to contrib-
ute occasional articles to the 

newsletter and help with as-
sociation events and activities.  
Often Board members chose 
to focus on a particular issue 
or project.  Board members 
also help by recruiting addi-
tional volunteers.  We are all 
volunteers, so it’s understood 
that we do what we can in the 
context of very full lives.
 In addition, the officers 
have the following duties:  The 
President serves as the point 
of contact for the community, 
receiving official notices from 
a variety of agencies.  The 
President usually conducts 
NFCCA meetings and often 
represents the Association by 
testifying at hearings or other-
wise communicating NFCCA’s 
positions.  The Vice President 
steps in if the President is 
unavailable.  The Treasurer 
manages the accounts, keeps 
track of the memberships, 
and writes the checks.  The 
Secretary checks for a quorum 
(if we’re voting on any resolu-
tions) and records any pro-
posed resolutions and votes.
 Finally, as a Board mem-
ber, you have the satisfaction 
of knowing that you’ve made a 
tangible contribution to your 
community’s well being.  We 
all treasure living here, and 
we owe much to those who 
have worked hard over the de-
cades to preserve and enhance 
our neighborhood.  So, is this 
the year you step up and take 
a turn at the wheel?
 If you are interested in 
serving on the Board, please 
contact Jacquie Bokow at 
301.593.8566 or jcbokow@
verizon.net. 
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By Jacquie Bokow
 A new law goes into effect 
this month regarding actions 
drivers must take when ap-
proaching intersections with 
nonfunctioning traffic signals.  
Beginning 1 October 2012, a 
driver approaching a “non-
functioning” (meaning dark) 
traffic control signal from 
any direction at an intersec-
tion must stop (1) at a clearly 
marked stop line, (2) before 
entering any crosswalk, or (3) 
before entering the intersec-
tion.  After stopping, the driv-
er must yield to any vehicle or 
pedestrian in the intersection 
and remain stopped until it 
is safe to enter and continue 
through the intersection.
 “You have probably heard 
for long time that, if an inter-
section is dark, you have to 
treat it as a four-way stop,” 
wrote Officer Douglas Miller 
(who lives in our neighbor-
hood) on the listserv.  “Well, 
officially, it’s never been a law.  
It’s been common sense and 
we thought people would act 
courteously in regards to it.”
 Most intersection “traf-
fic control signals”—i.e., red 
lights or stop lights—are pow-
ered by electricity that can be 
interrupted because of storms, 
traffic crashes, or other inci-
dents.  “Just because a traffic 
control signal is not function-
ing at an intersection does 
not mean drivers are relieved 
of their duty to exercise care 
and caution,” stated Maryland 
State Police in a press release.  
“The new law makes clear the 
procedures each driver must 
now follow.”

New Traffic Laws Effective 1 October Cover Dark 
Stop Lights; Insurance, Helmets for Moped Riders

 Violations of the new law 
carry a fine of $90 and two 
points if the offense does not 
contribute to an accident.  If 
the violation contributes to 
a crash, the fine is $130 and 
three points.

Moped Drivers Face New Laws
 Other laws affect drivers 
of mopeds/motor scooters.  
As of 1 Octover, all motor 
scooters and mopeds must 
be titled and insured, and all 
drivers and passengers must 
wear a helmet and eye protec-
tion.  These new requirements 
are in addition to the existing 
law that requires all motor 
scooter and moped operators 
to possess a valid driver’s li-
cense or a moped operator’s 
permit.

owners will be required to in-
sure their vehicles. They must 
obtain at least the minimum 
vehicle liability insurance and 
must carry proof of the insur-
ance with them whenever they 
are operating the scooter or 
moped.
 Motor scooters and mo-
peds will be required to be 
titled by the Motor Vehicle 
Administration. Owners will 
be able to obtain titling in-
formation through the MVA 
website at www.mva.mary-
land.gov beginning 1 October. 
When the title is obtained, 
the vehicle owner will be pro-
vided with a decal that must 
be displayed on the rear of the 
vehicle.
 Maryland law defines a 
motor scooter as a nonpedal 
vehicle that has a seat for the 
operator; has two wheels, 
of which one is ten or more 
inches in diameter; has a 
step-through chassis; has a 
motor with a rating of 2.7 
brake horsepower or less, or 
a 50 cc engine or less; and is 
equipped with an automatic 
transmission.  A moped is 
defined as a bicycle that is 
designed to be operated by 
human power with the assis-
tance of a motor; is equipped 
with pedals that can drive the 
rear wheel(s); has two or three 
wheels, one of which is more 
than 14 inches in diameter; 
has a motor with a rating of 
1.5 brake horsepower or less 
and a 50 cc engine or less.
 For further information, 
contact Maryland State Police 
in Pikesville, 410.486.3101 or 
1.800.525.5555. 

Not stopping at a dark 
traffic light will carry 
a fine of $90 and two 
points if the offense 
does not contribute 

to an accident.  If the 
violation contributes to 
a crash, the fine is $130 

and three points.

 All drivers and passen-
gers of motor scooters and 
mopeds will be required to 
wear motorcycle helmets that 
meet safety standards set by 
the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation. Driv-
ers and passengers must also 
wear eye protection, unless 
the vehicle is equipped with a 
windscreen.
 Motor scooter and moped 
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I live in your neighborhood 
and am always happy to 
help with your real estate 
needs.  Paying too much in 
property taxes?  I can help 
appeal your assessment.  
Find out how by calling me 
at 240-535-9576. 

Annette Vaughan 
 

Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc. 
13321 New Hampshire Ave., Ste. 101 
Silver Spring, MD  20904 
E-mail:  Annetteforhomes@LNF.com 
Website:  www.Annetteforhomes.com 
Twitter: @Annetteforhomes 

“Your satisfaction is 
my top priority.” 

Office:  301-236-4300   Direct:  240-535-9576 

Ask about my free 
one-year home 

warranty! 

 Sales Associate, REALTOR® 
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc. 

 Interest rates are at historic lows. 
 Inventory of homes is down. 
 Home prices have risen. 

 Now is a great time to put your home 
on the market.  Call me for a free no 
obligation home market analysis.   
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E-mail:  Annetteforhomes@LNF.com 
Website:  www.Annetteforhomes.com 
Twitter: @Annetteforhomes 

“Your satisfaction is 
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 Sales Associate, REALTOR® 
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc. 
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obligation home market analysis.   
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days to complete following 
the submission deadline of 11 
May.  The competing bidders 
could propose leasing one or 
more of the eight park build-
ings being offered.
 The NFCCA sent a letter of 
support for the YMCA’s lease 
proposal.  Several YMCA staff 
spoke at the NFCCA’s June 
meeting about their plans for 
programs at the park build-
ing in addition to the day care 
program.  Given the YMCA’s 
overall organizational ca-
pabilities and experience in 
delivering day care and day 
camp services, it seemed to be 
a likely successful candidate 
for winning the bid.  Although 
the YMCA’s management had 
decided to propose leasing 
four of the park buildings, 
but it was the only bidder 
interested in the North Four 
Corners Park facility.  Finally, 
Ralph Bennett, a neighbor-
hood resident and architect, 
donated his services for pro-
ducing the plans required 
for the permits and licenses 
to open the day care center.  
Circumstances seemed to be 
moving in a very favorable 
direction for all parties.
 On 3 July, the Parks De-
partment finally announced 
its acceptance of the YMCA’s 
bid to lease four of the park 
buildings; this was great news 
for the community.  There-
fore, it was an unexpected 
shock to both the Parks De-
partment and community 
members when the YMCA’s 
response was to withdraw its 
bid.  The reason offered by 
the YMCA’s management was 
the sudden realization that 

the time remaining would be 
insufficient for obtaining the 
necessary permits and licens-
es and to recruit customers for 
the day care by the beginning 
of the Fall 2012 school year.  
This was despite the calendar 
for the sequence of events 
having been clearly outlined 
when the Parks Department’s 
bidding process was started in 
April.
 Subsequent discussions 
with the YMCA’s staff, includ-
ing its regional mangers, have 
not resulted in any progress 
in altering their position, even 
though the Parks staff have 
indicated their willingness to 
accommodate lessees’ situa-
tions to get through this initial 
startup period of not being 
open for the Fall 2012 school 
semester.  This approach has 
been acceptable to the two 
other organizations which had 
successful bids for other park 
buildings.
 The Parks Department 
will shortly be issuing a new 
request for bids to lease only 
the North Four Corners Park 
activity building.  The staff 
have reported that they have 
received inquiries about leas-
ing the building from several 
other organizations.  While 
the possible bidders cannot be 
identified at this time by the 
staff due to agency rules, they 
have stated that community 
support will be a significant 
factor in selecting a successful 
bid for leasing the park build-
ing.  Furthermore, its contin-
ued availability for general 
community use will be rated 
above simply leasing the facil-
ity for an exclusive activity 
such as office space or a single 

program.
 So, after a year of pursu-
ing a cooperative relation-
ship with the YMCA, we 
have to start over.  We will 
be following the new bid 
process for the North Four 
Park building and hopefully 
establishing a productive re-
lationship with the new bid-
ders.  The Executive Director 
of the Silver Spring YMCA 
has stated his intent to find 
other opportunities to work 
with our community.

Special	Exception	Zoning	
Request	for	220	Univer-
sity	Boulevard	West
 This property is zoned 
as R-60/Single Family Resi-
dential and formerly had a 
one-story house that included 
a small dental practice in the 
garage space operated by the 
homeowner.  In 2005, it was 
purchased by a private de-
veloper initially for the con-
struction of five $800,000 
luxury homes.  This plan had 
been approved by the rel-
evant government agencies 
and the South Four Corners 
community.
 With the downturn of the 
housing market, the developer 
changed his plans from build-
ing housing to the construc-
tion of day care facility with 
a capacity of 150 children 
and 46 parking spaces split 
between above and below 
ground areas.  Although the 
County Zoning Code allows 
such a use in an R-60 lot, it 
requires approval of a Special 
Exception request.  However, 
the Four Corners Master Plan 
contains specific language dis-
couraging Special Exceptions 
in the residential areas adja-

A Tale of Two Day Care Facilities
(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 7)
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cent to the Four Corners com-
mercial area and along the 
major roadways (the strongest 
phrasing allowed).  The intent 
was to prevent encroachment 
of commercial uses into the 
neighborhoods, undermin-
ing their residential qualities, 
and to maintain the viability 
of the Four Corners business 
area.  Also, state regulations 
limit the capacity of day care 
facilities on this size lot to a 
maximum of 75 children.  Fi-
nally, the State Highway Ad-
ministration did not allow an 
entrance on University Boule-
vard because of its impact on 
traffic congestion.
 The Special Exception re-
quest process involves reviews 
by the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning 
Commission (MNCPPC) and 
its staff, a hearing conducted 
by the Office of Zoning and 
Administrative Hearings 
(OZAH), and approval by the 
Board of Appeals (BOA).  BOA 
decisions can be appealed to 
the Circuit Court.
 On 13 August, the BOA 
issued its opinion to deny the 
developer’s Special Excep-
tion request was because the 
building’s planned size of 
4,400 sq. ft. was out of scale 
to the average size of 1,296 
sq. ft. of the adjacent homes, 
its impact on traffic conges-
tion in the Four Corners in-
tersection, and cut-through 
traffic in the surrounding 
neighborhood because its 
entrance would be located on 
an interior street.  It should 
also be noted that the devel-
oper ignored the advice of 
the MNCPPC, which, in its 

second review, advised that 
the building should not be 
more than twice the size of 
the adjacent houses. The vote 
by the five BOA members 
was three to two to deny the 
Special Exception request.  A 
vote of four to one is required 
for an approval to pass.
 On 28 August, the devel-
oper’s attorney filed a request 
for a reconsideration of the 
BOA’s decision and that the 
case be remanded to the 
OZAH hearing examiner and 
the MNCPPC for additional 
reviews.  Granting this request 
would mean the fourth review 
of the project by the MNCPPC 
staff and the third by the 
MCPPC.  The hearing before 
the OZAH hearing examiner 
was originally expected to be 
a one-day session.  Because 
of the extensive cross-exami-
nation by the developer’s at-
torney of her own witnesses, 
the hearing instead involved 
multiple dates stretched over 
a year-and-a-half period and 
resulted in the submission 
of 162 exhibits and over 30 
hours of testimony.  One rea-
son cited by the developer’s 
attorney for the reconsidera-
tion is that the MNCPPC did 
not have an opportunity to 
review the final version of the 
project plan.  However, this 
was due to the developer not 
submitting this version until 
less than a week before one 
of the OZAH hearing dates.  
Consequently, granting the 
reconsideration would be due 
to the developer’s own failure 
to provide this information in 
a timely manner.
 The South Four Corners, 
Northwood-Four Corners, 

and Woodmoor-Pinecrest 
Civic Associations have 
submitted letters in opposi-
tion to granting the BOA 
reconsideration because the 
reasons cited by the devel-
oper’s attorney do not meet 
the BOA’s criteria for doing 
so.  Considering that the 
developer, his attorney, and 
his team of consultants have 
had ample opportunities over 
five years to make their case 
for this Special Exception, 
no new evidence or changed 
circumstances have emerged 
that would affect this deci-
sion.  Furthermore, since 
the developer has repeatedly 
failed to satisfactorily address 
the concerns expressed by the 
public agencies and commu-
nity in his multiple revisions, 
it is a question of how much 
more time can he be allowed 
to waste in pointless reviews.
 At the time of this writ-
ing, the BOA may have vio-
lated its own procedural rules 
for the second time in this 
case by discussing it before 
the time to submit additional 
comments by the parties had 
fully expired.  This is being 
investigated by the citizens to 
explore any implications.

Conclusion
	 After all of this, we had 
hoped to have made more 
progress on both of these is-
sues.  Unfortunately, circum-
stances are often beyond our 
abilities to control or even to 
anticipate.  There is still rea-
son to believe that both situ-
ations can be resolved to the 
positive benefit of the com-
munity if we can maintain 
our commitments and persis-
tence in seeing them through 
to the end. 

A Tale of Two Day Care Facilities
(continued from page 6)
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#1 Silver Spring Agent - $40m sold in 2011 
HGTV’s Realtor and Real Estate Expert

Top 10 Long and Foster’s 14,000  Agents 
301-580-5002 cell 202-966-1400 office 

9621 Evergreen St. 
$474,900. 

Multiple Offers 
in just three days! 

9623 Brunett Ave. 
SOLD pre-market! 

Experience, experience, experience! 
 Our listings are selling at an average of 104% of list, 

that’s 7% more than the competition!   
Silver Spring is SOLD on the Tamara Kucik Team! 

 A healthy sale requires a Realtor with volumes of current, local,
expertise.  New lending guidelines,  new appraisal regulations, new 

contracts — so much to master!  You trust your health to experi-
enced doctors, entrust the health of your wallet to the

Tamara Kucik Team — your Silver Spring experts! 



9Northwood	News		October	2012

Smart Meters Come to Homes in Our Neighborhood
By Jacquie Bokow
 Probably everyone in 
the neighborhood now has a 
smart meter on their homes.  
(For the record, officially 
these meters use AMI, or Ad-
vanced Metering Infrastruc-
ture.)  The new meters allow 
two-way communication with 
Pepco.  The meter records 
your daily energy use—hourly, 
in fact—which, by the end of 
the year, you should be able to 
monitor yourself online (“in 
easy-to-read graphs”!).
 Pepco’s website claims 
that the energy information 
we get from our new meters 
will “help us make decisions 
about our energy use and help 
us target ways to save.”  The 
utility plans to use “dynamic 
pricing” or different rates dur-
ing the day, which the smart 
meters will help us to moni-
tor.  The utility’s hope is that 
we’ll conserve during peak 
usage hours to save ourselves 
money, but we can only moni-
tor this if we have a smart 
meter showing us our hourly 
usage.
 Pepco also claims the me-
ters will give it better insight 
into customer usage, improve 
customer service, and allow 
outage detection automati-
cally, although this is not yet 
available.  (So don’t stop call-
ing in those frequent outages!)
 Crews began installing the 
smart meters in June 2011 
and all Maryland customers 
should have received new 
meters by the end of this year.  
Pepco is (perhaps only) doing 
this because the change was 
mandated by the Maryland 
Public Service Commission.
 AMI meters allow “net 

metering,” in which the meter 
runs backward if your home 
hosts technologies—such as 
solar or wind—which generate 
electricity; Pepco must now 
credit you as much as it would 
charge you for each kilowatt-
hour of power you pump into 
the grid.  (This wasn’t always 
the case, they used to pay you 
much less than they charged.)
 As you might guess, the 
new meters will start at zero. 
Pepco alleges online that it 
will “take the reading from the 
old meter to calculate the use 

prior to the exchange and add 
in any additional use from 
the new meter subsequent 
to the exchange to calculate 
the next bill.”  Yet—judging 
by the chatter on the NFCCA 
listserv and my own 100 per-
cent higher bill (not as bad 
as the guy with a 400 percent 
increase!)—this hasn’t hap-
pened for many of us.
 If your estimated bill is 
outrageously high, Pepco has 
a service, called Photo Meter 
Read, where you can submit 
a photo of your electric meter 
online for a reading.  Take a 
photo of your meter and sub-
mit it using the form on www.
pepco.com/contact/photom-
eterform.aspx.  Make sure 
that the picture clearly shows 
the entire face of the meter, 
including the meter number, 
and that the amount is clearly 
visible.  Include your contact 
and account information in 
the online form.  Processing 
takes five to seven business 
days. You should be notified 
once your account has been 
reviewed and any adjustments 
have been made.
 If you’ve contacted Pepco 
and not gotten satisfaction, 
you can file a complaint with 
the Maryland Public Service 
Commission (webapp.psc.
state.md.us).
 Although smart meters 
catching fire has happened in 
both Philadelphia and Chi-
cago, it hasn’t happened here 
(yet ... but our meters are of 
a different kind).  You can 
always opt out of having the 
new meters installed, but you 
may not be able to perma-
nently defer replacement of 
the old analog meters. 

Pepco expects the new meters 
(bottom) will enhance its out-
age detection by remotely 
verifying when a meter is out 
of service, improving service 
restoration times (we hope!).

Above, my old analog meter.
Ph

ot
os

 b
y 

Ja
cq

ui
e 

Bo
ko

w



10 October	2012		Northwood	News

PV + EV = $:  Solar Panels, Electric Car Save Money
By Jacquie Bokow
 A Belton Road resident 
has not only installed solar 
photovoltaic (PV) panels on 
her roof but gone the extra 
renewable mile and pur-
chased a Chevy Volt electric 
vehicle (EV) for her com-
mute.  Rene Hernandez, a 
research scientist for the 
U.S. Navy who has lived 
in the neighborhood since 
2004, had been thinking 
about installing solar panels 
for several years.
 “I have used wind-pow-
ered electricity for about four 
to five years and wanted to 
do more,” she said.  “About 
five or six years ago, I visited 
some friends in New Mexico 
and saw in person the results 
of coal mining in a beautiful 
mountain area.  The barren, 
gray, toxic-looking moun-
tainside was so sad.  I think 
that perhaps, subliminally, 
that view of that mountain-
side in the back of my mind 
helped me make the choice.”
 Hernandez chose Leo 
Sunergy, a local company 
she first made contact with 
at the Montgomery County 
Fair, for her solar electric 
system.  “On a whim I talked 
to them and got a free esti-
mate.  I really liked working 
with them.  It’s a small com-
pany and I felt comfortable 
with them.  I researched 
them and talked to some 
previous customers who 
were very happy with them, 
and decided to go for it.”
 Her decision may have 
been made fairly quickly, but 
getting the panels installed 
was a long process.
 “Leo Sunergy did a roof 

inspection, because they 
included a guarantee that, 
if the roof needed replacing 
within 10 years of installa-
tion, they would remove the 
panels then reinstall them 
for free.  Happily,” said 
Hernandez, “my roof was 
good.  It took a few weeks for 
installation, although most 
of the time they didn’t need 
to get into the house and 
I didn’t need to be home.  
Probably the longest delay 
was Pepco.  They needed to 
do the final connections and 
setup.  I needed a new smart 
meter (which hopefully, 
everyone in the neighbor-
hood now has), and that took 
about a month or two to get 
installed.  Then they needed 
to program something so 
that when my solar panels 
produce more electricity 
than I use, it goes back to the 
grid and I get credit for it.”
 Her house is very well 
situated for solar.  “My 
house faces south,” she said, 
“the pitch of the roof is per-

fect, and there are no trees 
that directly affect the solar 
production.”
 Hernandez owns—not 
leases—the 18 panels.  The 
entire cost of the panels, 
installation, and warranty 
was $22,838—less $3,000 
(a promotional coupon from 
the county fair), less $7,000 
(federal tax credit), and less 
$1,500 (Maryland state re-
bate).  So her total cost was 
$11,338.
 How much power do her 
panels generate?  “It’s now 
11:30 a.m.,” she wrote on 
15 September, “and so far 
today they have generated 
4.27 kilowatt-hours.  In the 
past seven days they gener-
ated 105 kWh, this month 
169 kWh, and total, since 
I’ve had them installed, they 
have produced 6.93 MWh.”  
She received a four-year 
subscription to a software 
program, “Enlighten En-
phase Energy,” which tracks 
her energy production every 

The owner of this home on Belton Road purchased both solar 
photovoltaic panels and a plug-in electric vehicle, a Chevy Volt.

(continued on page 11)
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minute.  [For comparison, 
my last monthly electric bill 
totaled 520 kWh, which cost 
$68.54.]
 Does she think it was 
worth it?  “Absolutely,” she 
said.

Dealing with a Plug-In Car
 Hernandez purchased 
a Chevrolet Volt, which is 
plugged in to recharge.  The 
Volt is currently the only 
plug-in electric vehicle on 
the market that has a back-
up gasoline electric genera-
tor.  The Volt’s onboard gas 
generator only produces 
electricity; it doesn’t power 
the vehicle directly.
 “I can drive about 45 
miles on one charge,” said 
Hernandez, “which costs 
about $1.00 to $1.25.  Once 
the electric charge is used 
up, the gasoline generator 
automatically kicks in, and 
from there I can drive as far 

as I want, using gasoline. 
When driving on gas, it gets 
about 38 to 40 mpg.”
 She bought her Volt at 
Sport Chevrolet in Silver 
Spring.  “It was expensive, at 
around $39,000,” Hernan-
dez said.  “I never expected 
to ever pay that much for a 
car. But I love it.”
 Although the car can 
be plugged into any three-
prong plug to recharge (and 
Hernandez did so for about 
three months), she decided 
to have a charging station 
installed.  “Right now the 
state of Maryland pays for 
all the physical equipment,” 
she said, “and also pays up 
to $1,200 toward the instal-
lation costs. Because the 
installation in my house was 
very complicated, it cost 
more than the $1,200 limit, 
but it cost me less than 
$500.”
 Hernandez loves the 
new charging station, 

which takes only about four 
hours to charge.  In a nor-
mal, three-pronged outlet, 
it would take about eight 
hours to charge.  Accord-
ing to Chevrolet, the Volt’s 
9.3 gallon fuel tank capacity 
gives it a total range of 379 
miles; EPA estimates the 
vehicle gets the equivalent 
miles per gallon of 95/city 
and 93/highway.
 “I totally love the Volt,” 
she added.  “I drive it ev-
ery day to work.  I’ve had 
it since May, have driven it 
over 3,600 miles, and have 
used only 21.1 gallons of 
gasoline.” 

PV + EV = $avings on Belton Road
(continued from page 10)

Hernandez leans on her Chevy Volt, which is plugged into the 
EV charging station she had installed in her home’s garage.

Hernandez compares the 
plug for the charging station, 
top, with the three-prong 
plug which will fit in any 
home electrical outlet.  Using 
a charging station halves the 
time to recharge the vehicle.

Fitness	
TIP

Now	that	school	is	in	
session,	it’s	important	
to	maintain	a	regular	

fitness	routine.		
Schedule	your	workouts	
weekly	to	ensure	you	
stay	consistent	and	see	

results.

—Valerie Merriweather,
info@fitwellsolutions.com 
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We are Helping Sellers, Buyers & Renters 
Our Spring/Summer Market has been far more 
active than it has been in several years. We still 
live in difficult times and appraisals and loan 
approvals are still hard to conclude. However, I 
am pleased to report, Your Home Team has 
settled (52 closed sales /23 closed rentals) 75 
transaction sides, resulting in $25 Million in sales 
so far in 2012!  

Silver Spring /Northwood Specialist 
If you are thinking of selling your home in the 
Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman Farm area, 
we need to talk well in advance of my listing the 
property for sale or rent, so we can discuss 
staging strategies. I will help you decide on 
what to repair, renovate or simply leave alone 
for your buyer to handle. 
Call Today for My Free Market Analysis 

(301) 622-7002 direct 
(301) 468-0606 office 
(301) 346-9126 cell 

 

barbara@ciment.com 
www.ciment.com 

Associate Broker 
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc 

 

Recent Sales in the Northwood Area Since June 1, 2012

ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY

% TAX
ASSMT STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM SUBDIVISION

116 Southwood Ave $540,000 162.4% Craftsman 4 2/1 51 Northwood Park
10414 Mountain Quail Rd $530,000 122.9% Contemporary 3 4 7 Northwood Park View
426 Whitestone Rd $490,000 $5,500 120.3% Colonial 3 2/1 74 Woodmoor

10016 Sidney Rd $443,005 131.1% Colonial 3 2 6 Argyle Club Estates
140 Southwood Ave $439,900 116.9% Colonial 4 2/1 11 Northwood

10112 Greenock Rd $433,000 110.6% Colonial 3 2/1 43 Country Club Park
806 Malta Ln $415,000 $10,000 123.5% Split Level 5 2/1 41 Forest Knolls
708 Kerwin Rd $402,000 117.0% Split Foyer 4 3 12 Mcdonald Knolls

10707 Margate Rd $392,500 116.9% Rambler 4 2/1 5 Northwood Park View
502 Kerwin Rd $389,900 $11,670 112.0% Cape Cod 5 3 40 Northwood Village
812 Arrington Dr $385,000 115.1% Split Level 3 3/1 6 Burnt Mills Estates
403 Hannes St $369,000 $8,000 118.6% Split Foyer 4 3 10 Forest Knolls
1213 Schindler Dr $365,000 $15,000 106.3% Rambler 5 2 211 Burnt Mills Knolls
920 Loxford Ter $359,000 113.1% Colonial 4 2/1 19 Forest Knolls

10119 Brunett Ave $357,000 89.1% Colonial 4 3/1 10 Fairway
413 Dennis Ave $340,000 98.1% Rambler 3 2/1 22 Northwood Knolls
807 Lanark Way $340,000 113.6% Rambler 3 2 142 Country Club Park
102 Hannes St $330,000 92.7% Rambler 5 3 52 Northwood Park View

10702 Eastwood Ave $315,000 94.0% Cape Cod 5 2/1 30 Northwood Village
10710 Eastwood Ave $315,000 $9,000 96.9% Split Level 3 2 298 Northwood Park
243 Hannes St $315,000 $9,450 97.6% Rambler 3 2 7 Northwood Park View

10803 Blossom Ln $315,000 125.6% Rambler 4 2 19 Burnt Mills Knolls
105 Hannes St $312,000 $12,480 97.6% Rambler 3 2 9 Northwood Park View

10112 Pierce Dr $310,000 85.9% Cape Cod 3 3 266 Woodmoor
10015 Markham St $310,000 $6,000 75.5% Colonial 3 2 88 Fairway
1015 Carson St $301,000 $9,000 102.1% Colonial 3 1/1 58 Rosewood
1002 Chiswell Ln $285,000 $1,000 81.0% Split Level 4 2/1 3 Forest Knolls
411 Royalton Rd $280,000 87.3% Rambler 3 1 4 Northwood Knolls
701 Kerwin Rd $270,000 103.1% Rambler 2 1 21 Mcdonald Knolls

10014 Markham St $260,000 $6,000 101.2% Split Level 4 3 156 Fairway
905 Dennis Ave $260,000 $2 86.5% Townhouse 3 1 208 Rosewood

10851 Lockwood Dr $250,000 $7,500 80.9% Townhouse 4 3/1 70 Northwest Branch Ests
605 Kerwin Rd $244,900 $7,500 89.4% Rambler 3 1/1 76 Mcdonald Knolls

11213 Columbia Pike $135,000 84.4% Townhouse 3 2/1 42 Burnt Mills Townhouses

Serving the Forest Knolls and Northwood Areas for 30 Years
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Taking Care of Street Trees in the Neighborhood
By Priscilla Holberton
 Are there street trees 
missing on your street?  Are 
there street trees that look like 
they are dead or need trim-
ming?  A street tree is a tree 
which is planted in the coun-
ty-owned land between the 
sidewalk and the street, the 
right-of-way.  These trees are 
owned and maintained by the 
county government, although 
Pepco does trimming of street 
trees which interfere with its 
power lines.
 On my own block of Edge-
wood Avenue alone, we have 
12 trees present and 11 trees 
missing.  I have noticed a 
huge difference in the loss of 
street tree canopy in the 14 
years I have lived here.

Plant a Tree on the Right-of-Way
 If you are missing a tree 
which has died on the county 
right-of-way in front of your 
property, you can call 311 and 
give the operator the loca-
tion and your name; although 
there are no guarantees, they 
do take homeowner requests 
when deciding on trees.  An 
arborist will come out and 
take a look to determine which 
type of tree should be planted.
 I talked with Larry Acosta 
in the Department of Trans-
portation.  He said that, due to 
budget cuts, there is a three-
year wait for planting, but that 
is a reason to call now and get 
on the list for a new tree!
 If you live on a street that 
is missing lots of trees, you 
can talk to your neighbors 
about each calling 311.  The 
trees must be in the front 
(or side) of the homeowner’s 
property and the person au-

or dying County tree, an 
Arborist will come out and 
evaluate the tree.  The Arbor-
ist will leave a door hanger 
on your doorknob with the 
results of the inspection.  Of-
ten the inspection can take 
up to one month, depending 
on where the Arborist is in 
the County inspection rota-
tion.  If the tree is near power 
lines, please contact Pepco 
at 877.737.2662; the County 
cannot remove limbs or a tree 
located near power lines.”
 You can even report dead 
trees online without talking to 
an operator.  The new website 
is www.montgomerycoun-
tymd.gov/311.  In the search 
box, type “dead county tree” 
and it will bring out a short 
list; select “dead county tree” 
and you can report online.
 If you have a dead tree 

removed from the right-
of-way in front of your 

house, the county 
does not auto-

matically put 
the location on 
a list to plant 

a new tree; 
you must call 
and request 

one.  After a 
tree is removed, 

the County puts the stump 
on a list of stumps to be 
removed.  According to Ms. 
Ayers of the Office of Pub-
lic Relations, “Our stump 
budget has been frozen for 
over two years so we have a 
considerable backlog, with 
the oldest stumps being 
over three years old.”  The 
stump is ground down to six 
inches below the surround-

thorizing the tree planting 
must be the homeowner.
 The Montgomery County 
website gives a lot of informa-
tion about size and type of 
trees that they will plant.  If 
your right-of-way is under a 
power line, then the County 
plants “minor trees,” smaller 
trees which will not inter-
fere with the power line.  On 
the side of the street with-
out power lines, the County 
plants “major trees.”  If you 
do a Google search on “Mont-
gomery County street trees,” 
you will get to the page that 
lists the trees species and 
talks about tree maintenance.  
[Editor’s Note: This does not 
mean the trees are species na-
tive to the area, so check and 
consider making that choice.]

Dead Trees on the
County Right-of-Way
 Anyone can call to 
report a tree which 
needs trimming or a 
tree that looks dead 
and needs to be 
removed.  It does 
not have to be 
adjacent to your 
house or even in 
your neighbor-
hood.  Just note 
the location, call 311, and 
give them the information.  
All of the street trees in our 
neighborhood are maintained 
by Montgomery County, but 
street trees on numbered 
highways are maintained by 
the state.  The number to call 
for trees on a state highway—
such as University Blvd. W.—
is 301.572.5166.
 According to the 311 
website:  “If there is a dead (continued on page 15)
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For All Your
Real Estate Needs, Call

Maureen Bovich

Serving Northwood, Forest Knolls, &
Kinsman Residents For 15 Years

Office Direct:  301 388-2625
Cell: 301 502-0601
Email: jmbovich@aol.com

•• Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed ••
12520 Prosperity Drive, Suite 105, Silver Spring, MD 20904 • 301-388-2600

*Short Sale    **Foreclosure

Active & Under Contract Listings in Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman
As of 9/15/2012

    Full Half
Active List Price Style Bedrms Baths Bath
1205 Caddington Ave $365,000 Farm House 5 2 0
507 Dennis Ave $899,900 Colonial 6 4 0
206 Hannes St $399,000 Rambler 4 2 0
405 Hannes St $359,000 Split Level 4 2 1
406 Hannes St $349,900 Rambler 3 1 1
405 Kerwin Rd $319,000 Rambler 3 2 0
10308 Lorain Ave $495,000 To Be Built 4 2 1
1012 Playford Ln $345,000 Split Foyer 4 1 2
1102 Playford Ln** $349,900 Split Foyer 4 2 1

CONTRACTS on the following properties:

10711 Cavalier Dr* $280,000 Rambler 4 2 0
1104 Caddington Ave $369,000 Split Foyer 5 3 0
1006 Caddington Ave $359,900 Split Level 4 3 0
426 Belton Rd* $255,000 Rambler 5 2 0
10409 Edgewood Ave* $400,000 Colonial 4 2 0
10427 Edgewood Ave $408,000 Cape Cod 4 2 1
10609 Glenwild Rd* $300,000 Bilevel 5 3 0
501 Kerwin Rd* $285,000 Cape Cod 5 2 0
1136 Loxford Ter $335,000 Split Level 4 2 1
11109 Lombardy Rd* $295,000 Rambler 5 2 0
11017 Lombardy Rd $309,900 Rancher 4 2 0
10815 Margate Rd* $205,000 Split Level 4 2 1
207 University Blvd W $247,000 Cape Cod 3 2 0
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ing ground level.  The chips 
are removed, topsoil is added, 
and it is replanted with grass.  
There is detailed information 
about stump grinding on the 
website.

Tree Trimming
 If the tree is near power 
lines, call Pepco.  If the tree 
is interfering with traffic, 
or pedestrian traffic or your 
own trees in your yard, call 
311.  After inspection, the tree 
is put into the tree mainte-
nance system and pruned on 
a schedule like the queue for 
dead trees.  If it is deemed 
hazardous, then it is moved 
up in the queue.

Dead Trees in the MoCo Parks
 I think people forget 
about dead trees in the parks.  
The number to call to report 
a dead tree in the Mont-
gomery County Parks is the 
MNCPPC Service center at 
301.670.8080.
 I have a particular inter-
est in making sure to report 
dead trees in public parks.  On 
our neighborhood Easter egg 
hunt in North Four Corners 
Park two years ago, the top 30 
feet of a dead tree overlooking 
the playground came down 
on that overcast day.  There 
were at least 60 people on 
the playground that morning 
and the tree came down on 
top of the dozer play equip-
ment under which my son was 
playing.  Had he been on the 
equipment that day, he would 
be dead.  Luckily no one was 
hurt, but a little boy and his 
mom were scared to death.  I 
called the park police, since 

there was no answer at the 
service center, and the rest of 
that dead tree was removed 
within 24 hours. I have called 
to have five more dead trees 
removed from the same park 
that overlooked that play-
ground and were within 30 
feet.  It took months for them 
to be removed, but they are 
finally gone.

Conclusion
 If you are missing trees, 
call the County or gather 
neighbors on the street who 
are missing trees and get in 

the queue to get new trees.  
But, at the same time, I would 
like to enlist people to report 
dead trees on the County 
right-of-way, in public parks, 
at your child’s school.  Many 
of the trees were planted 50-
60 years ago and are dying.  If 
you think a tree is dead or dy-
ing (and there are many dying 
trees out there), report it to 
the County via 311 or the web-
site.  Trees beautify the neigh-
borhood.  Let’s have our dead 
trees removed for safety’s sake 
and some of our missing trees 
replaced for beauty’s sake! 

Taking Care of Street Trees in the Neighborhood
(continued from page 13)

Co. Responds Very Quickly to Tree 
Down, Pepco Better Than Usual
 You might be interested in 
knowing that a tree that had 
fallen onto Lockridge Drive 
was cleaned up within two 
hours of a call to the County. 
 “When I went out to see 
what piece of PEPCO had 
made the loud noise that pre-
ceded the power going off at 
11:30 [the morning of 18 Sep-
tember],” reports Hampton 
DeJarnette who lives on Lock-
ridge Drive, “I saw that a tree 
had fallen from the median 
strip onto Lockridge in front 
of [the home at the corner of 
Lombardy Road].  I have no 
idea when it fell, but my wife 
called the county about 11:45 
a.m. and reported it.  A county 
truck showed up, driven by 
Mr. Angel DeJesus, who took 
out his gas-powered Stihl 
chainsaw and cut the tree into 
small logs.  He put these on 
the curb, and then he raked 
and swept the debris to the 

side of the street.
 “At this time, a second 
truck came up.  This one had 
pitchforks and the stacks of 
vines and small debris were 
pitchforked out of the road.  
This was done by 1:30 p.m.; 
less than two hours elapsed 
between our call to the county 
and street being not only clear 
but clean.  (I do not know if 
anyone called the county be-
fore my wife did.)”
 The power came back on 
just after 5:00 p.m.
 DeJarnette got DeJesus’ 
business card. Angel DeJesus 
is Workforce Leader II out of 
Colesville Depot at the Dept. 
of Transportation for the 
County’s Division of Highway 
Services.  If you’d like to com-
mend Mr. DeJesus, you can 
contact him at 240.372.1798 
(cell) or via email at Angel.
DeJesus@MontgomeryCoun-
tyMd.gov. 



16 October	2012		Northwood	News

Kyle Farmer
202-731-0167
KFarmer@solarcity.com
http://bit.ly/KFarmerSolarCity

Contact:


